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INTRODUCTION. 


A»  the  following  psgcs  scarcely  dcscrw  the  jm- 
liortaDt  appcUalioQ  of  iravcU,  I  am  aitxiouit  to 
lire^ent  tfaeir  being  conndnvd  as  ttxh,  by  ■ 
cindtd  Bvowal  of  my  iaIeDtion  in  writing  them. 

If  crrtnin  ivaden  «)iouI(I  take  up  the  voliunn , 
with  the  ho[M.-  of  lindiog  a  gruve  biitory  of  dtie*  j 
and  their  people,  a  regular  diary  of  Journeys ' 
through  such  a  prortiwe,  or  vuit«  to  *uch  a 
palace,  or  such  a  tomb,  they  will  lie  kadly  dis- 
appointed.   If  the  nanieof  (he  Himalaya  Moun* 
laiiH  should   attract  other»  to  turn   ovrr   lh« 
teares  in  punuit  of  scientific  knowledge,  and  lu 
seek  for  experiments  on  the  atmosphere,  diseer- 

voL.  t.  a 


i 


TSdTIIOniTCTtOK. 


tatiotu  on  the  natural  productions  of  this  vast 
range,  or  calculations  on  the  lirights  of  th« 
vaiious  peaks,  th<ry  will  look  in  vain  for  such 
information. 

Although,  therefore,  I  may  dissuade  many 
from  becoming  my  readers,  bv  a  declaration  of 
what  tliey  will  not  find,  I  am  apprehensive  that 
it  will  not  be  so  easy  a  matter  to  invite  attention 
by  an  announcement  of  what  the  book  docs  coo* 
tun.     I  shull,  however,  make  th«  attempt 

On  first  arriving  in  India,  I  was  struck  witb 
the  air  of  romance  in  which  every  thing  stvmed 
to  be  decked  : — the  sparkling  river,  with  itt^nc- 
ture«|uc  and  various  vessel*,  from  the  rude  boat 
willt  its  roof  of  thatch,  to  the  golden  barge  of 
sUtc ;  the  grnrcful  palms,  and  the  matted  viU 
]Mga  that  th«y  shadowed;  the  stillncm  of  the 
pagodas ;  the  men  and  animals,  whose  appcar- 
anoH  were  so  new  to  me;  and  the  aromatic 
odour  shed  around  by  the  herbs  and  plants;— 
indeed  the  merest  trifle,  for  a  time,  was  mag* 
nified  into  a  most  wonderful  occurrence ;  and 
every  scene  through  which  I  had  to  pass  waa 
invested  with  as  much  consequence  as  it  would 
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hare  become  Dun  QuLxolc  to  have  attached  ta 
it.  I  fancied,  therefore,  that  my  pefMina]  ad- 
vraUira,  even  to  the  "  sayings  and  doingx"  of 
tbode  about  me,  would  possess  sufficient  intemt. 
to  excuM;  me  for  making  them  public. 

But  when  fnniiliurity  had  briM  some  degree 
oToonteniptiandtbc  ** nothings"  that  my  imagi* 
nation  had  go  "  moniUrred"  found  their  jiroper 
Irrcl,  I  rewivcd  to  think  no  more  about  tbem. 

When,  however,  I  had  been  some  time  abwot 
from  the  scenes  that  hail  made  so  much  impres- 
SOD  upon  mc  at  first,  I  found  tliat  they  re- 
euiTcd  to  me,  "ever  and  anon,"  in  all  ilieir 
vivid  reality.  I  could  not  re»*t,  therefore, 
wicctiog  from  my  manuKcript!!  Kuch  portions  as 
i  cMuidered  worthy  of  publication. 

I  have  simply  endeavoured  to  give,  as  cor. 
icctly  as  I  was  able,  a  sketch  of  what  every 
European, in  India,  U  likelylo  exfierience;  but 
aucfa  as  none  unacquainted  with  that  eountrj- 
cati  be  familiar  with.  I  lio|>e,  however,  the 
fuetureA  I  have  ventured  to  draw,  if  they  »lioitld 
not  be  considered  skilful  paintings,  will  at 
IcMl  be  esteemed  tolerable  likenesses. 
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Whb  the  cxceptioa  of  the  mounuin  tour, 
the  '*  Excursions  in  India"  contuin  no  very  ro- 
guUr  journal.  The  other  joiinMrjs  were  taken 
at  different  times  And  for  the  M'coinplJthnicnt 
of  different  objects ;  so  that,  should  say  narm- 
tivepossrsG  no  other  recommendation,  it  may  at 
any  rate  claim  that  of  variety. 

As  the  researches  of  many  able  men  within 
the  mountains  whence  the  Jumna  and  the 
Gangi's  take  their  Hkc  arc  already  familiar  to 
the  public—  to  all  at  least  who  take  any  interest 
in  such  details — I  considered  it  quite  unneent* 
sary  for  me  to  make  any  scinitific  ohter vatic iiis. 
I  am  only  desirous,  from  the  great  delight  I 
myself  experienced  from  tlie  contemplation  of 
tlic  extraordinary  and  inconceivable  bcautiea 
that  prcw.-nted  themDelven  ti>  my  attention,  to 
interest  others,  who  are  not  likely  to  witiMsa 
their  spIciidouri>. 
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EXCURSIONS   IN    INDIA. 


CHAPTKH  1. 


Vif  ■(•  of  •  iM(  ftwn  Cilnitu  (hraugb  tSu  SuaAmbrnxia  i» 
Dinapon, 

Ih  thf  carl)'  part  of  February  1826,  we  were 
ordmd  up  to  Dinapore  by  the  river.  The 
Hoogly  at  this  season  is  too  ehallow  in  the 
upprr  part  of  it  to  allow  the  piusage  of  large 
boats,  bikI  it  wits  necessary  to  pass  into  the 
Gauge*  UiTough  the  SuiKlvrbumlK.  The  noise 
and  coofuiioa  u|>oi)  the  cniburkalton  of  a  single 
pcnoii  for  a  river  ex]>c«)itioa  in  the  rcfjular 
coune,  are  beyond  all  belief;  what  tnu»t  it  be 
wheu  a  regiment  it  underj^oing  n  >imilnr  prejMi- 
nlion?  We  were  encainjwd  on  the  Glndii  of 
Fort  WiUlaiii  to  tlte  Ghaut  tide,  and  were  con> 
*enieatly  utuated  for  superin lending  the  opcra- 
tioa.  It  woa  a  munth  after  the  order  had  lievn 
VOL.  I.  > 
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given  before  tlic  boats  eould  be  procured  ;  the 
oHiei-rs  were  obligvcl  to  hire  their  own,  btit  ihose 
intnideil  for  the  men  were  preiuted  by  the  com- 
nii&Htriat ;  an<]  every  Jay,  vc&aels  with  most  un- 
willing crews  were  swept  up  to  the  poiot  of  em- 
barkation. A  btmrd  of  surx'ey  sat  constantly, 
to  report  upon  them,  and  many  boatmen  were, 
for  the  first  time  in  their  lives,  well  plen$c<l  at 
their  barks  being  declared  unfit  for  sen:  there 
was  no  ch«nccof  nsvonndering  the  matter,  they 
wnvofl*  the  moment  tltey  hrani  an  unfavoura- 
ble DpioioD  of  tlieir  veiatl*. 

AVhen,  at  lenglh,  the  boats  were  all  ready,  the 
crews  were  found  to  bare  deserted,  and,  an  im- 
pressment was  again  to  take  place.  With  budget 
rows,  horse  boats,  baggage  boats,  eouk  buat^ 
liospitat  wul  soldiers'  boats,  the  scene  was  tbe 
motttextroordinnrylhat  canbeconc4,-ived.  £vcry 
officer  had  a  sort  of  Noah's  ark  nttacbed  to  hb 
budgerow,  and  the  uproar  to  lili  it  with  its  va- 
tioua  animals  was  terrible:  unwilling  horses, 
and  obstinate  cows,  with  goats  and  sheep,  run- 
niug  in  all  quarters ;  men,  women,  and  ehildrcn, 
of  all  colouTs  and  costumes ;    carriages,  gigs, 
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palaoquins,  coops  of  poultry,  duck*,  geesr,  snd 
turiejs,  scatlered  about,  cackling  nnd  hisr^in^ 
wfitl)  all  tlieir  might,  were  to  hv  seen  in  every 
direction.  Cotil  we  were  fairly  launched,  I  do 
Dot  think  any  person  seemed  tu  be  perfectly  pos- 
BHsed  of  his  judgment,  for  every  thing  in  this 
country  appears  to  be  devoted  to  the  most  irre- 
trievable confusion,  when  a  move,  ora  change  of 
•ny  description,  is  about  to  take  place. 

I  can  easily  conceive  why  a  native  army  is 
defititcd  by  to  much  smaller  a  forcv  tluin  it  in 
alway*  ooRipowd  of;    if  nmong  two  or  three 
thouiand  men  only  the  wildest  timiutt  atten<b 
a   peaceable   expedition,  what  a  scene  must  a 
TCtnAt  be,  when  the  numbers  are  swelled  to 
hundreds  of  thousands  ■  I  have  wen  a  dozen 
nattvea  standing  roujid  a  cask,  thrir  eyes  fiery 
with  passiao,  their  voices  heightened  to  a  dis- 
cordant  yetlf    their  arms   waving   about,  and 
crery  sinew  stiffened  with  nige,  bvcau«c  they 
differed  about  llic  b<-st  way  of  i>hip|Miig  it.     A* 
the  water  of  the  Sunderbnndft  are  salt,  and  it  ia 
not  cosy  to  land  iu  any  part  of  (hem,  we  were 
obliged  to  lay  in  fresh  water  as  if  prejtaring  for 
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a  voyngo  to  sea.  It  was  with  gn'iit  plcnsure,' 
iii(lct>i),  thnr  Vfc  rcccivttl  nciticr  lliut  ull  was 
ready  for  de)iaTtiire. 

Our  fleet  amounted  to  at  least  thm  hundred 
boats  of  all  denominationa,  from  a  rixteen-oared 
budgvrow  to  tlie  smallest  that  skims  the  river. 
We  followed  >ti  th«  order  of  eompantcs,  each 
Mjuadroti  distiiigiiisfivd  by  a  flag  of  its  own,  the 
bo&futal  bringing  uji  the  rear  with  a  bniad  black 
pennant.     At  Kid<lerpore  we  entered  Tolle}''a 
Nullah,  which  was  cut  by  ('olooel  ToUey,  of 
the  engineers,  (o   connect    Calcutta   with   the 
Ganges  during  the  dry  season  of  the  year ;  ib 
great  utility  is  amply  proved  by  the  revenue  it 
yivlds  to  the  company,  and  the  immense  crowd 
of  bonis  upon  its  surface.     It  was  with  great 
diStculty  that  our  loog  line  could  pass  through 
it,  for  wc  were  obliged  to  fuUow  each  other  in 
single  boats.      Thv  l>anks  luv  well  inhabited  on 
rach  side;    there  are   many  Kurojieun   houses 
near  the  canal,  tfw,  ibc  giudenx  uf  which  slope 
down  to  its  aide,  where  lite  bainbuu  droopft  over 
the  water,  with  all  the  grace  of  the  vrecptng 
-willows  cnerour  own  streams;  ihi- bamboo  has, 
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however,  «  much  Auk^r  U-af,  and  grow*  taott: 
closely  logelher,  making,  I  (hink.atliiekerNhadtr 
than  willows  usually  do.  Nothing  can  be  more 
beautiful  than  a  sail  u)wn  some  of  tlic  rir«Ts  in 
Ceylon  on  ihAt  nccount ;  the  one  upon  which 
Ruanwclla  stands  winds  fur  maw  distance  among 
hills  which  are  coverwl  to  their  summilx  with 
wood,  wlitli:  near  tite  bottom  of  tlnin  grows  nn 
tmracnK  tjuantily  of  the  most  luxuriant  bamboo, 
which  gives  a  dark  shade  to  the  stream,  that  can 
only  be  jiwlly  n|>|ireciated  by  ihosc  who  know 
what  iIk  rays  of  «  tropical  sun  arc,  when  ^lin- 
hig  upon  ao  unslu-llcred  sln-ct  of  water. 

A  long  string  of  vessels,  laden  with  wood, 
from  the  jungle  of  the  Sunderbunds,  was  moor- 
ed to  one  bank,  and  much  the  owners  of  it  had 
to  do,  to  keep  their  cargoes  from  being  pillaged 
by  the  crews  of  our  passing  boats,  who  GcenK-d 
to  think  that  this  was  a  glorious  opporttinily  for 
Uying  in  their  stock  of  firing  for  the  voyagi'. 
Wo  necessarily  passed  close  to  tliem,  and  utir 
dandies  immediately  sprung  on  board,  and  snscd 
what  wood  they  liked;  the  wnodnn-n  strugglecl 
to  neovcr  it,  but  eotcli  boat  of  the  fleet,  as  it 
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gaiiicil  lite  pninl  of  »ttack,  aent  forth  a  rcinruroe- 
meiil,  and  a  running  lire  was  tbus  kept  up  dur- 
ing our  ]iKigrc«!t  lliroiigK  ihvcnDal;  ihc  people 
on  tl>e  shore,  who  took  great  interest  in  the 
scenC)  ruohed  to  the  bank;,  and  abu*ed  or  u);- 
held  our  people  according  to  their  own  particu- 
lar callings— the  up[K>sition,  liowevcr,  nn-mcd 
ihe  BtrongesI,  and  we  sailed  out  of  Toiler's 
Nullah  with  the  cry  of  *'  thief"  in  our  ear«,  for 
it  ran  like  wildfire  along  the  banks,  and  what- 
ever point  we  gained  still  the  shout  of  "  Ikievets 
thtevH,"  followed  us.  We  did  oil  we  could  to 
prevent  (he  dishoatour  that  was  pursuing  us,  but 
witliout  effect,  for  the  moment  we  entered  our 
cabinc,  the  dandJc*,  who  had  desisted  awhile,  saU 
lied  forth  on  their  dt-pmlalions  with  rcdouhlnl 
vigour.  If  the  wood  boat*  are  obliged  to  pay 
Ml  enforced  tax  of  ihitt  dcwrription  to  every  pn»> 
ing  boat*  they  mii^t  have  a  great  deal  of  ihejr 
labour  and  peril  for  nothing. 

There  is  a  considerable  dc^rw;  of  danger  at- 
tending the  occupation  of  wood-cutting  in  (he 
wildest  parts  of  (he  Sunderbundv,  whence  all  the 
wood  come!.    Tbc  jungle  is  infnted  with  tigen, 
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aod  many  men,  I  have  heard,  are  earned  away 
bj'  them.  We  foraied  Kiki^  a  Bvcl  that  there 
vas  little  dianee  of  being  dultirbed  by  their 
attacks,  oithougli  every  night  we  «ren>  serenndnl 
by  their  cries.  The  Sunderbundii  are  fonnod  by 
the  depcnata  of  mud  made  by  the  rivvr  during 
the  rainy  seaaaa  in  its  progress  lo  the  ocean, 
hnrards  which  it  runs  by  innumerable  streams. 
Although  a  dismal  swamp  in  many  nspecta,  all 
ii  exceedingly  beautiful,  and  we  apjtear  to  sail 
thiougha  flonded  forest.  Then;  are  no  houses- 
no  inhabitant^  but  wild  beasts ;  but  it  is  rich  in 
the  most  magniSceot  trees.  The  natives,  who 
are  forbidden  by  their  religion  to  cook  any  thing 
on  the  water,  are  forced  to  dine  off  parclicd 
gram,  a  description  of  pea,  and  used  commonly 
as  food  for  horses ;  for  they  dare  not  Tcnture  on 
diorcu  Two  dandies  were  reported  as  missing 
at  thehourof  deparlure  on  the  second  morning 
of  our  Toyngc  throogh  this  drearj-  region ;  they 
were  known  to  have  landed,  and  as  they  had  no 
tnteatJoD  of  wandering  iK-yond  the  shore,  their 
comrades  suppowd  (hat  tln-y  had  been  carried 
off  by  tigers ;  and  indeed  nothing  is  more  pro- 


3  noesxss  or  thk  wuts- 

baUe.  ThbciieamstaiKxhH  kept  all  the  ocbn¥ 
to  tber  stadona,  ^  wdl  as  a  superstidous  do- 
Qoo  r^anfing  dw  wtUod^h^  wUcb  tbey  im«- 
jjiK  is  die  pnipn-  faabitatioa  of  die  deril  upoo 
KUtfa.  It  in  cenatnlj  wd  suited  to  his  enl 
purpuws.  but  E  (ear  die  bu^  haunt  of  man 
bas  mure  actracctoD  fibr  the  prince  of  darkness 
than  evKn  diis  wild,  which  ifaould  be  so  coage- 
Btal  to  bitf  wuL 

tc  tsimpc«iUe  to  deanibe  iwit  courae  through 
the  labvnadi  of  creeks  and  lakes;  sometiiiies  tbe 
trws  nsinti;  to  s  great  height  fn>ia  the  water, 
nvh  in  fijlis^  and  tuH  in  bkiaEoms,  render  it 
tnilT  beaudlful.  Our  pcugres  through  them  is 
vifrv  4ow  aad  iJependenc  on  the  ddes  The  skill 
of  thtf  Mjuijtws  br  nu  nteans  acrelerstes  it ;  we 
m.'^  uit^miutfadT  liad  ourwiTes  in  the  midst  of 
the  wv.xi.t  di>aiasCed  bv  the  hrancbes.  The  pilots 
swm  tv'  *ii.'  wtdi  i»ch  odier  in  steering  as  close 
as  l'w\  cAii  b.<  the  p^Hot  of  danger.  I  was  this 
wvnutij:  litenlW  whipt  out  of  mj  bed;  tbe 
l»raiHi.-tKs  of  the  trtes  4m>.H]g  which  we  had  con- 
triirtl  to  ytt.  br-ite  thrvu^  the  Venetian  blinds 
ml'  uiv  biKl^'r.>«.  and.  x»  uv  boat  still  moved 
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on,  lore  tlie  tnutquilo  curlains  off  my  bed,  ant! 
floggvd  mc  wit  of  my  sleep.  I  riislwd  forth  in* 
Rtantly,  to  rewnt  llic  tiK)i<^ity,  wluti  tl>c  gcliisicB 
nn  the  oppo«itv  «itU-,  a»  wc  bumpetl  from  trcr 
la  tree,  pisynl  like  ihv  arms  of  a  telegraph,  and 
i»carfy  Itimeknl  me  dowii.  Wh«i  I  reached  the 
deck  of  the  iMat,  tlw  ctrnfuitiim  was  terrible: 
I  found  that  almost  ihv  wltole  Swt  luid  got  en- 
tangled to  (he  forest,  (he  last  IkkUd  having  fol- 
lowed tile  leading  ones,  which,  mistaking  their 
courte,  were  now  obliged  to  thread  their  way 
out.  'Flic tla ltd ies  were  mounted  on  their  roofs, 
■idmvnuring  to  cut  away  some  of  thi-  hranclic* 
whieli  were  tearing  the  choppem  off  them  a«  fast 
a*  poMihle;  ilie  vcMel*  were  running  foul  of 
etch  otlwr  every  iiutant,  and  many  a  cra-ih  nf  a 
bndtni  jiUnk  wax  hnin) ;  while  the  muimI  of 
Toioca,  Engtiah,  Irish,  and  Dengalee,  mingled 
their  discord.  The  wildness  of  the  scene,  the 
intermixture  of  the  boats,  the  ignonmcc  of  our 
•ituation,  and  the  quarrelling  of  all  {uirtics  made 
rally  a  savage  picture.  Wc  were  nt  length 
extricated,  singularly  enmigh,  witlHiut  an  ecci- 
dent,  although  many  vcmvIs  Iwrc  the  marks  uf 
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hard    service.     The  extent  of  these  swampa 

reaching  to  Chitlagong  from  Comcreolly,  the 

liret  point  on  tlie  main  river,  is  to  great,  and 

thrir  intricacies  so  bewildering,  that  it  would  be 

impossible  to  trace  our  course  but  in  a  gcnetal 

deicription : 

"  Our  nn4«t«t>iiilf ng  trarru  thrm  tn  nin. 
1^0*t  >&<3  bvA'iMiTfxl  in  1bt>  frutll*'U  ii>*)irc1it 
Not  BVn  yt}\h  liuw  mifclL  ml  tlif  nriiidin^  nm, 
?Cor  wh«rf*  ih#  rPfjulur  cunfimitin  rniL*." 

One  of  the  most  striking  feutures  Jn  Bengnlee 
narigntion  is  t]ieir  indifFm-ncc  to  running  foul 
of  each  oilier,  that  i*  to  my,  m  tocontrquences — 
for  the  fvllowtt  make  a  terrible  uproar  on  theap- 
proael) :  they  never  look,  after  a  collision,  to  w^-  if 
any  accident  has  happened,  but  push  on  nltro 
they  have  finisbec!  their  scolding,  uking  it  for 
granted  that  all  must  be  well,  I  bad  some 
misgiving  of  this  apathy  at  first,  and  examinctl, 
a»  well  ax  I  could,  llie  plankii  of  my  horse  and 
baggage  boat  when  I  perceived  that  they  had 
been  bumgietl. 

At  night  we  were  all  anchored  in  clusters,  as 
done  together  as  possible,  and  at  every  nrlion  of 
the  tide  were  huddled  Mill  closer.     We  forlu* 


DIEASr   lUOlTATlOXS. 


1] 


P 


ofttrty  tubl  very  fine  wtiith«r,  and  tlic  moon 
ilxiue  u)>ou  us  each  nij^ht.  Our  Imnts  were  s<> 
cnUngletl  ibat  ve  appeared  to  form  a  maatt  of 
cottogM  (tut  ha<l  bpcn  swept  away  in  a  flood,  to 
which  the  woods  around,  half  buried  in  water, 
added  a  stronger  resemblance.  With  fewer  (f«e<. 
«uch  mjfjht  a  riUoj^  of  Kgypt  seeni  during  the 
intindation  of  the  Nile.  The  passage  wo-t  much 
more  tedious  than  a  i«a-voyage  of  double  the  tim^. 
It  vaa  not  till  the  thirteenth  day  that  we  wpre 
Able  lo  land,  as  long  a  timv  as  might  have 
carried  t»  ftoni  Enghind  to  Gihrnltar.  I'lic 
firM  iMbitntlonn  wo  reached  werv  (lie  snlt>fac' 
turir*  of  (he  Companvi  h>Ii  being  a  nu>»t  pro- 
duedvv  hrancli  of  thc-ir  rcvnitie.  The  country', 
altlwiigh  clear,  wsh  mill  wilil  and  dn.'ary ;  a  few 
huts  were  Kattrre«l  about,  wliotc  iithabllants 
^H  gained  an  uncoiuforlahle  support  from  tlidr  own 
f  rseftion*.     I  otMerved  no  cattle,  and  tlie  poor 

I  Gottage*  mtlter  Itdghtt^neil  the  desolation  of  tlii? 

^—^  wme,  osa  single  tr««  in  (ho  dcn-n  incrrascs  die 
^V  fieding  of  tolitude.  After  passing  (he  «ilt  station, 
r  w«  eroMcd  a  little  stream  by  Go[Miulgttnje  to 

I  Calna,tbence  wound  awar  past  Mnhinud|Kire  and 
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IS  KILI    FACTOIT    or   COUKBCOLLY. 

BosDalt,  tiU  we  arrived  at  Comercolly,  tlie  rivcra 
upon  which  those  places  sund  are  m  winding 
that  wc  often  tippc-nred  to  he  sailing  on  a  lake 
perfectly  Innd-lockcd  :  and  on  one  occasion  we 
went  literally  round  a  l)a«in  formctl  by  the 
singular  wanderings  of  a  river.  Their  bnnks  are 
Dot  very  thickly  inhabited,  although  tlu-y  How 
across  tite  Delta  of  the  Ganges;  ihf  Tillages  are 
merely  of  mats,  with  a  few  palm  and  planlain 
trees  about  them. 

Comercolly  is  a  very  extensive  tilk  faelory, 
and  a  groat  many  )>cop1c  arc  employed  at 
the  work :  the  skeins  were  all  k|)uii  and  the 
workmen  were  employed  in  winding  tlieni  off. 
Under  a  long  roof  wax  ■  line  of  copjters  full  of 
hot  water,  in  which  the  silk  wa*  plaoe<l  with 
reels  attaehiil  to  each,  and  the  wimting  nnn  ma- 
naged  with  more  celerity  than  I  have  *een  it 
eiil»er  in  Italy  or  Sieily.  In  the  village  wi-n-  a 
few  brkk  houses  whitcwasliett,  but  the  streets 
generally  were  eom[Wi»cd  of  huts  of  iiiat  very 
neatly  thatebe<),  and  lo  clean,  that  I  could 
scarcely  fancy  they  were  really  occupied.  They  , 
iecmed  to  be  placed  there  as  inodelB,  8t>d  re- 
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miDJvtl  me  of  some  scenes  that  I  have  mtncssed 
in  tin?  oomnienccineDt  of  a  pantomime  before  the 
"conjuration  dire"  takei  pUc«,lha(  changes  their 
whitusica]  inhahitants  inloclownsami  Ii»rlix{uiDs. 
Comcrcollvi  however,  is  even  superior  in  pictii* 
rrsque  eflV-ct  to  «ucli  miiics. 

Soon  afliTweqiiitti.'d  this  phieewci-xiH'rienccd 
tlic  fir«t  iiortli-weit  gales,  and  were  deiitined  tu 
meet  willi  a  return  of  them  every  evening  for  at 
Inut  a  fortnight;  theyalwaysprevailinlheutonth 
of  Murcii,  at  the  10th  of  whii^h  we  had  arrived 
without  sevingtlte  Ganges.  The  hurricanes  arc 
inagnilicenl,  both  in  their  approach  and  retreat, 
bul  somewhat  uncomfortable  dunug  ihvir  u|XTa< 
tion.  Our  boeits  were  moored  on  the  first  night 
We  experienenl  one  bcdiiMth  a  high  baiik  of  soft 
•and,  thnt  threatened  every  moment  Irt  fall  upon 
III ;  wh«rrrcr  purchase  c  ould  be  found  for  a  rupc 
one  was  faatcnnl,  to  tliat  the  vesselii  wcte  in  n 
liiH>i  and  ma«]e  fa>t  from  every  (WJiMblc  tpiurter. 
TIk  iky  ha*!  been  some  time  darkening ;  we  were 
prepiared  therefore  for  the  onset.  Clouds  of 
dust  announced  the  approach^  and  filled  our 
budgerows  and  the  thatched  boats,  winch  rocked 
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Up  and  <lown  an  if  they  bad  b«cn  at  sea,  and 
bumped  vavh  ntbrr  at  a  mosX  tiarming  rate. 
Th<!  boatin«n  and  servants  were  all  draim  up  io 
front  cooking  their  food,  "thinking  no  eril," 
when  the  slorni  burst ;  tbeir  fir«s  were  sooo  ex* 
lingui&lied,  tbeir  cooking  pots  overthrown,  and 
their  clothes  and  turbans  cast  down  thi-  wind  : 
every  one  rushed  on  board  tu  well  at  he  could. 
It  blew  trniiondou»1y,  and  a  viotent  vtorm  of 
hoi)  accompanied  the  wiod ;  the  hniUtuncs  wero 
as  iarge  as  baz<J  nuts,  and  mttled  upon  the  roof 
of  my  l)i)<)geTt>w  at  a  rate  that  made  me  fear  it 
would  Im;  lK-ati*ii  ii) ;  heavy  rain  anil  the  loiident 
thunder  vucd'cded,  while  the  lightning  playiii 
at)  vividly  about  otir  thatched  boats,  that  they 
appeared  to  be  on  lire.  It  was  dreadfully  dark, 
but  tlui  bursts  of  fire  frotn  all  sides  lit  up  our 
situation  splendidly.  The  lightning  did  twit 
a|)|M.-ur  to  break  from  any  oi>e  ijuarler  of  the 
heawns,  the  wtiole  firmanKiil  was  flame!  it 
teemed  to  open  every  roomeut  and  disclow  a 
■hc«t  of  living  fire.  Many  people  were  not 
able  to  reach  ijiejr  boats,  and  were  sn-n  elitig- 
ing  to  the  poits  to  which  they  were  moored  in 
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perfect  clMpolr.  Now  and  then  the  cracim^  <Jf 
K  rope  «ihI  th«  lircnkina  sKay  of  n  boat  from  its 
fiutcning*  udded  to  tlw  confunoii ;  several  got 
lonoe  and  drifted  into  the  middle  of  lite  stream: 
the  native*  NcnmiHHl  fur  assigtance  which  oould 
not  be  granted,  for  iw  one  could  tell  prrciseljr 
where  tlicy  were  driving  to;  every  description 
of  thin^  M«med  to  l>e  travelling  down  the  wind, 
hals,  turhanfl,  loose  siraw,  broken  cooking  pots, 
lighted  wood,  and  even  fraj;;nients  of  the  cooked 
ninsct.  It  is  a  complete  tragic-comic  scene. 
It  genfrally  IwtU  in  fidl  force  about  half'On. 
hour,  and  tlim  dies  gradually  away,  leaving  the 
lightning,  wliicli  niolt.i  into  »  Htft  blue  fliiine,  to 
flicker  ^m  the  iiuute  of  the  tossing  boats  for 
locne  time  longer. 

In  l)ie  iMiigliboiirltood  of  Contercolly  I  per- 
epived  n  numlicr  of  large  birds,  storks  appa- 
rently, from  which  I  fancy  lite  feathers  are  ob- 
tained tliat  are  mnde  Into  muffs  and  lippets, 
■nd  sold  as  Coinoroolly  ltp|ie(»  tn  the  bazaars 
at  Calcutta ;  they  are  not  unlike  lliow  we  uned 
ti>  call  Paddy  bjnls  in  Ceylon,  from  their 
being  always  si»n  about  rice  Relds,  not,  as  an 
Irish  soldier  once  imagtiKd,  frotn  any  rela* 
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ttonsUip  to  tliv  Emerald  Isle.  As  our  bonu 
must  now  be  towed,  wc  find  it  extremely  w«i- 
riaouie  iiitlveil.  Sometimes  wc  can  only  make 
tliree  or  four  milrit  a  duy,  cnlctiUting  from  tbc 
position  of  the  leading  boat  at  Mtartinf;.  and  tbc 
]att  when  halted,  ^\■hat  can  be  more  "  melan- 
choly, slow,"  than  a  string  of  three  hundred  ves- 
sels following  each  other  round  the  windings  of  a 
river,  bumping  constantly  agoinet  the  bankn,  at 
the  rate  of  half  a  mile  an  hour,  the  shores  either 
covered  with  reeds  so  high  as  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  seeing  over  them,  or  Ix-ing  shelving 
banks  of  while  u»d,  dnziling  the  eye^s  and  fly- 
ing like  powder  bcforv  tlie  lightciit  breeie,  at 

>  this  Sieason  of  the  year,  when  the  water  i«  at  iu 
very  lowest  P  Siicii  atv  generally  the  varieties  at 
the  scenery. 

On  entering  the  Ganges,  which  we  did  soon 
after  pasung  the  village  of  Jellinghy,  standing 
upon  tlie  river  of   that   name,  I  was  not  im- 

I  prctacd  with  the  grandeur  of  its  ajipearance, 
for  it  was  yet  very  narrow.  It  iimlergues  m 
great  change,  however,  in  thv  s]Kice  of  a  few 
Riooths  in  this  very  spot :  now  the  water  is  »o 
•hallow  that  even  our  light  vessels  are  frnfuently 
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agmund.  My  budgerov,',  «hkh  ia  of  th«  ctniu 
mon  *ii£,  draws  two  feet  of  water,  and  it,  as  well 
a*  most  others,  stick  ia  tbe  mud  at  least  once  a 
day:  the  dandies  instantly  jump  out  and  putih 
ihem  through  it  until  they  arc  afloat  again.  I 
have  wen,  at  least,  fire  hundred  bontmen  in  the 
water  at  a  time,  struggling  to  gi-t  their  boats 
uff  a  sand-bank ;  tlicy  an-  indix'd  eoniplclely 
amphibious,  and  nuch  ii  eirru  instance,  witli  tlwir 
•bouting  smI  screaming,  gives  a  iK-grre  of  aiii- 
nutioa  to  the  scene  thitt  U  quite  delightful- 
The  Bnt  plnre  on  tlw  Ganges  (hut  we  halted 
(»as  Bc^wungola,  a  very  pretty  spot,  where, 
a  wide  plnm,  there  were  a  number  of  mal 
hots,  aud  a  quantity  of  natives  idling  about 
them ;  iU  nrighbourhuod  is  thickly  wooded,  and 
it  ia  esteenwd  a  very  fine  s|K>rting  country.  Un 
the  etrening  we  arrived,  we  heard  the  sound  of 
the  gun,  and  heard  that  some  Europeans  were 
beating  llie  jungle  for  deer,  an<l  probably  fur 
tigers.  Thi»  country  is  I  believe,  considered 
*ery  (jimous  for  wild  hogs,  Etc.,  as  boar-hunting 
is  one  nf  the  favourite  tliversions  of  the  East ; 
it  is  at  tliit  season  of  the  year,  "  par  excellence," 
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ihe  cold  season,  very  much  frequented  by  the 
lovers  of  this  sport. 

There  are  always  a  number  of  dull  sailors  in 
our  fleet:  it  is  frequently,  therefore,  several 
hours  after  the  anchoring  of  the  fleet,  before 
tlie  whole  rr^mcnt  nrriv<-s  at  the  station  for  the 
night.  7'liu  boats  arc  iniK)rcd  in  a  liiK-  in  their 
projter  plat^cs,  and  ininicdjately  afterwards  all 
parties  acrsmble  on  shore,  to  rest  ibenuetvcA,  by 
walking  about;  for  the  accominoduiion  in  the 
soldier's  boats  is  singularly  circumscribed.  I 
do  not  think  they  have  the  breath  of  a  foot 
apiece,  in  any  one  of  tliem ;  and  the  sick  men 
in  the  hospital  arc  little  better  ofl*.  The  «itua- 
tion  of  these  last  is  very  bad  indeed.  They 
occupy  the  same  description  of  boats  as  the 
healthy,  with  a  few  inches  more  room.  Thenv 
boats  are  similarly  thatched,  and  enjoy  the 
same  noise  that  others  do.  When  the  surgeons 
attend,  they  cannot  stand  upright;  tteitber  are 
they  very  veil  able  to  see,  even  in  the  day- 
tinir,  so  little  light  can  gain  admittance;  and 
what  is  still  worse,  so  little  air.  I  wonder  the 
gvverumcnt  has  not  adopted  a  better  transport 
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for  ibe  sick  Europeans,  wlw,  iodccd,  iu  no  place 
that  I  have  yet  seen,  arc  so  ircU  coUKidcrcd  as 
they  deserve  to  be.  Budgcrovrs,  properly  w- 
langcd  as  wards,  where  their  cots  iniglit  stand 
as  they  do  in  an  hospital,  would  not,  I  should 
imagiDe,  be  more  expensive  than  tlie  closi-  and 
clumsy  country  boats.  A  budgerow  of  thi- 
laoM  draught  and  tonnage  vould  contain  double 
th«  number  tJiat  one  of  the  present  conveyances 
does,  and  might  always  be  clean  and  well 
■aed.  I  may  be  wronj^,  but  I  have  never 
visited  a  sick  boat  on  the  river,  witliout  being 
deeply  imprctocd  with  its  grrut  wunt  of  every 
thing  that  in  thi»  country  tends  to  alkviate  ttiv 
MuSVriugs  of  the  soldien. 

Oneof  theho»|iitali)oal!t,on  the  night  of  kuch 
a  storm  as  tbat  I  haw  deserihed,  broke  from  itN 
■aoorings,  and  drifted  to  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river,  from  which  it  could  not  be  rccovvri^I 
until  ttext  morning.  It  had  lost  almost  all  tu 
thatch,  and  tbe  rain  poured  through  in  torrenta. 
There  were  sevimteen  men  very  lU  in  it ;  and 
eight  of  them  died  long  before  the  passage  was 
fioitbed,  although  at  the  time  there  was  no  cause 
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of  apprehension.  I  do  not  think  this  would  have 
happened  with  a  more  Buitahlc  vessel. 

I  vm  much  struck  with  the  apathy  of  my 
boatmen,  (hi.t  imiming,  when  a  rmart  breeze 
was  carrying  us  luerrily  up  the  river:  It  was  b 
pretty  night;  we  were  all  scattervd  alhnit  a 
much  wider  surface  than  we  had  yet  had  au  op- 
portunity of  sailing  upon,  when  suddenly  one 
of  the  soldiers'  boats  upset :  it  was  imm^diaiely 
infrontofminc,  and  there  was  quite  room  enough 
to  have  taken  in  sail  in  time  to  have  brought 
mc  gnitly  up  to  them.  My  dandies  »al  quietly 
OD  the  deck,  smoking,  without  either  informing 
me,  or  attempting  to  move  towards  them.  I 
was  sitting  in  my  cabin,  and  did  not  know  their 
slate,  till  I  perceived  it  through  my  windows. 
The  nK)f  wa»  floating  above  the  water,  and 
men,  women,  and  children  were  clinging  to  it. 
As  mine  was  the  nearest  vessel,  they  murt  have 
been  in  despair  on  wciug  me  fl<Mtl  carelessly  by 
ibenu  I  ran  to  the  deck,  and  was  obliged  to 
beat  my  people  into  action.  Ilefore  wo  could 
take  in  nil,  however,  and  put  about,  wc  had 
gone  ■  grratdiaUBC«;  and  oilier  boats  coming 
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qutckljr  up,  rendered  my  aid  of  no  use.  Tliere 
were  Kvcnlwn  Europeans,  with  fuur  woidcd 
and  a  great  crowd  of  children.  (>nlj?  two,  how- 
ever, were  drawnrd,  w)k>  had  not  the  patience 
to  wait  to  be  picliLtt  off  the  wreck.  In  attempt- 
ing to  swim  ashore,  tliey  were  swept  Awny  by 
ihe  stream,  which  is  exceedingly  rupi<l,  uitil  lost. 
I  asked  my  boatmen  why  they  had  not  endea- 
voured to  save  the  party ;  but  with  Inie  MotJein 
imlilTrmiee,  for  (bey  were  all  Mahonietanti,  t)i«y 
shrugged  tlieir  shoulders,  and  aniiweFed,  "  H'hal 
is  it  to  u<? — it  was  God's  will."  It  was  blowing 
very  fresh  at  the  tioie  of  the  aeeident,  nnd  an 
order  wo*  given  to  tjikc  in  nail,  ami  ctrntiuiw 
eaitty.  Tbc  construction  of  tlie  veKwla  is  *o 
awkward,  llnit  I  wonder  they  are  not  more  tn- 
()tK-nt1y  capviiced.  It  makes  oite  uervoujt  to  watch 
ihcni  in  their  cotirse  while  under  ttuil;  tliey  Hoetn 
to  liare  no  iwat  on  the  wuter;  and  the  saiU  an: 
M>  flin»y.  that  they  du  not  buoy  them  up  in  the 
Ictul :  tl»e  (tnwieldy  roof  eatche«  the  wind,  and 
cppetrs  to  sway  nil.  From  I<()^3ngi>Ia,  until 
t))e  blue  bills  of  Itiijmnhal  appear  in  the  ho- 
rizon, the  scenery  ts  dull  and  uninteresting.  AVe 
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were  never  able  to  chcx>6e  the  spot  for  halting  tt, 
so  much  were  we  dependent  upon  the  shalloir* 
nnd  windings  of  the  river.  Sometiinca  ne  wen 
fastened  to  a  bank,  so  soft  snd  high,  that  il  was 
with  difficulty  we  could  climb  up  to  il»  crc*t, 
and  then  wc  found  the  grouod  covered  widi 
re«I»,  that  grew  to  such  a  height,  as  to  render  il 
tmposMble  to  thread  our  way  through  them.  A 
worse  Mttintioni,  however,  we  were  often  doomed 
to  experience,  by  theedge  of  a  low,  sandy  bank, 
near  which  the  water  wu«  loo  shallow  to  permit 
ua  to  come  wiihiu  one  or  two  liundred  ynnU 
wc  were  forced  to  wade  tlirougl)  the  water,  or 
be  carried  by  the  dandies,  to  their  very  great 
divcndon. 

The  Mind  was  white  and  sofi:  it  <lai[2led  our 
cycR  in  the  day-4ime  tu  look  ujion  il ;  and  in  the 
evening,  if  we  K>ught  a  walk,  we  sunk  nearly  to 
the  knwfi  in  tlie  performance.  These  low  bonks, 
along  which  our  boats  stretched  for  an  amaong 
distance,  were  inlenected  by  creeks  and  bays, 
whieli  in  a  great  measure  prevented  conimunics> 
tloa.  Some  one  boat  was  often  left  forlorn 
by  the  point  of  a  peoinsula,  at  the  lime  tbe 
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wind  was  blowing  the  sparkling  sand  about, 
u  as  to  make  it  ■  mtvicg  of  danger  to  reach  it. 
We  were  in  too  great  a  crowd  to  have  much 
iotacaurse  with  villages,  or  their  inhabitaDtn ; 
and  indred  our  anclioriiig  in  the-  neighbourhood 
of  one,  was  a  xigiial  for  all  it»  people  to  take  to 
Sight.  "  Sauve  qui  i>eut,"  awmed  to  he  tlic 
nnivernl  cry;  for  men,  wonicn,  and  children, 
were  ttea  scampering,  io  all  directions,  from 
oar  rkisttly,  I  must  confess  that,  in  appear' 
ance.  we  were  very  formidable  and  appalling: 
but.  in  reality,  I  am  happy  to  say,  quite  the  re^ 
Terse.  The  men  of  course  would  not  be  permit- 
ted to  offend  in  any  way  against  the  luitivcs,  even 
were  they  disposed  to  do  so,  which  I  do  not  think 
they  are.  After  thi-  puiiic  hns  a  Utile  subsided, 
the  people  retiim  vJtli  great  aiutJon,  suneyiog 
our  movements  with  as  much  jealousy  as  they 
would  the  recreAtion  of  m  herd  of  tigers;  and  it 
requires  a  great  deal  of  lK>I<)ncss  in  1)k-  women. 
to  bring  tbcir  pitchers  to  the  sireani.i,  or  a  great 
deal  of  curiosity ;  for  many  a  udelong  glance, 
from  the  drapery  that  should  conceal  their  faces, 
declares  their  natural  wish  to  sec  and  to  be  seen. 
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In  the  early  part  of  our  Toyage,  one  after- 
noon, a  little  before  dark,  vbile  we  were  stand* 
iog  in  a  group  by  the  banks  of  the  river,  a 
largo  dfrpulfltion  from  the  bontmro,  with  down- 
cattt  eyes  <")■'  cringing  features,  their  hands 
joined  in  a  mi jijili eating  |M)tiilion  before  thcni, 
drew  tonardn  us,  ait  if  jtome  nicMt  important  re- 
presentation were  to  be  made :  the  great  body 
of  the  dandies,  their  constituents,  followed  at 
a  humble  distance.  An  old  man  opened  the 
case,  and  complained,  in  bitter  terms,  how  every 
day  their  meals  were  destined  to  pollution ! 
"  Whenever  wc  ail  down  to  cat  our  dinner*,'* 
he  eonttnued,  "  the  '  gorelogne"  (the  while  men) 
walk  cari-lcKsly  by ;  not  only  cast  their  shadows 
over  ihnn,  but  abw>Uilt-ly  tmich  them  with  their 
feet!  We  are  defiled!"  he  exclaimed;  "  Ghu- 
reeb  pur  war!  ilie  poor  nian'it  |irovider;  wc 
are  your  slaves,  your  children;  you  are  our 
falhen  and  our  mothers!"  This  oration  was 
taken  up  by  all  the  men  around  him ;  and  the 
great  body,  which  hod  now  drawn  clo»er  to  us, 
lislmcd  with  inten-sl  to  tlie  conveTMilton.  No 
cue,  I  lM{>e,  would  be  ioclinrd  to  ndictilc  pro- 
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judicea,  uncercly  adopted,  however  absurd ;  but 
it  was  difficult  to  refrain  from  a  smile  at  tlic 
fe«r  of  starvation  thoy  so  clot)un)lly  dettcrilwl, 
from  our  ovD  accideatnl  contact  with  the  rim  of 
a  cooking  pot.  They  were  soon  rclirvcd  fram 
thrir  apprebennons,  by  aa  usurADcv  that  thr 
tnro  >houI<l  be  cautioned  not  to  appruacb  nithin 
a  ilefilmg  distance  of  their  food.  I  do  not  think 
the  men  very  clearly  undcrstooil  the  ubjectiun  to 
th«ir  baneful  touch.  "  For  sure!*^  I  heard  mmv 
nrft  "  I  voulil  not  rat  hi<t  natty  mess,  if  bc 
woald  pay  in«  for  it !"  And  wlwn  one  of  the 
boatmen  broke  the  dish  which  s  soldier  had 
touebvdf  aikI  threw  its  contents  bi<  mdy  food, 
iota  tbe  river,  tiMy  were  indeed  struck  with 
womkr.  "  Do  ihcy  [nit  trlcliH  u|xin  u.s,  witli 
imnsters  and  with  men  of  Ind  ?"  scemul  a 
riildte,  that  all  were  anxious  to  have  wived. 

Tlieae  poor  people  dine  under  the  same  alanii 
thai  iho  Trojans  fell  from  the  Harpies ;  tht-y 
Lniw  not  whim  llK-ir  meal  will  be  taken  from 
thiin:  to  bcMUIc  betwcvn  Kin  and  starvation  i* 
«  Mil  inattiT  for  n  hungry  man !  Tltey  gettc- 
rally  prvfer  i)k  latter  alternalire;  and  would, 
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I  firmly  bcUwc,  rutlicr  die  llian  break  one  par- 
ticle of  tlic  outworks  of  their  cm<(l:  tiic  mtin 
|)oiQtft  they  are  as  prone  aa  ihvir  ChriMi«n 
brethren  to  overlook.  A  frieDcl  of  mine  paid  a 
visit  to  an  acquaintance,  on  board  a  ship  lying 
at  the  SaiidliciuJs  and  took  his  Sinlar  with 
bill),  a  most  tcrupiilous  Hindoo.  Very  violent 
weulhcr  came  on  Houn  uflcr  llivy  hod  buardnl 
tiie  vessel,  and  they  were  ikjc  nble  l«  Iwivc  it. 
Intending  only  to  remain  a  few  hours,  the 
native  servant  liod  carried  no  food.  Nothing, 
lioneii'er,  nuuld  imUicc  him  to  touch  a  niorurl 
on  boani,  n<>r  mould  lie  drink  n  drop  uf  ualcr. 
The  slomt  continucil  wine  days  and  he  wac 
nearly  Rtarved.  He  lay  on  the  deck,  in  the  nio«l 
miserable  plight.  The  si's  was  loo  rough  to 
cateh  6sli,  the  only  food,  of  all  they  bad,  not 
forbidden.  At  length  the  viiid  abated,  and  a 
fish  was  caught :  with  all  the  good-nalurc  of  a 
Milor,  a  midshipinjin  run  to  hini  with  it — uloa  I 
hi»  touch  had  polluted  it,  and  ttie  Hinilootconivd 
it ;  and  even  if  that  difficulty  had  been  overcome, 
«»  he  had  no  ureogth  to  cook  it  himself,  he  could 
not  have  touched  it.     Uc  was  left,  tberelore,  to 
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pemb  in  Iilh  delusion  :  but,  fijrtiiiut(<!ly,  before 
be  WM  quite  gooe,  his  uiaster  was  able  lo  leave 
the  uliip,  nuil  hv  wa«  carried,  wTf-IchecU^  ill,  to 
C^cutta.  The  instant  tlie  boats  are  moored,  thv 
boatmen  and  servantti,  amounting  to  severaJ 
hundrrd*,  arrange  ih«niaelves  in  groups,  in  one 
general  tine,  and  light  iheir  fire",  and  cook  their 
dimeni  Nothing  can  be  more  animated  than  the 
scene :  and  as  the  night  eels  in — for  we  usually 
take  up  our  ground  a  little  before  dusk^-our 
poation  is  plainljr  troeetl,  in  all  il*  vrimlingf,  by 
tite  blazing  (ina. 

(>n  tile  hranclicf  of  some  high  tree  in  ihe 
neigh bourlioui).  llie  Micred  animal  is  doomed  to 
fail,  for  our  prafune  nppelitc*.  The  biitcliers, 
wImj  are  ptwlively  a  frightful  rnee,  carry  on 
their  operations  by  l\w  Qumn  of  a  large  fire, 
beoeatli  llie  boughs  on  which  llw  carcases  arc 
hung ;  while  the  jackalii,  who  have  beiii  lured 
from  afar  by  tlie  smell,  yell  with  delight  at  the 
pnwpect  irf'  «  feavt.  Vultures,  of  two  or  three 
dncriptions,  sil  pondering  their  dinnccs  in  the 
dittaDi  trees:  and  dogs  sneak  up  from  the  vil- 
li^re.     Nerer  eoa  the  luibits  of  the  two  nationx 
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lie  more  strongly  contrasted  : — the  aiinjile  fan* 
of  the  Hindoos,  by  which  thvy  sit,  trrmbllD^ 
IcM  wo  ap])ro»i:lt  it  too  near,  sln-lching  thdr 
hands  over  it,  sttd  warning  us,  with  a  iru»t 
imploring  "  Snhib  .'"  to  let  them  feed  in  peace: 
and  t)ic  really  Knvs^  scene  that  is  acting  be^ 
neath  tlietriTx,  the  l>ri|Tht  flames  of  a  fire,  that 
fi-om  itx  »ize  resembles  a  pile  fur  tacriSce,  eatt> 
ing  their  light  upon  the  fierce  cutinlenances  of 
the  htitehers,  who,  stripped  naked  to  a  small 
cloth  about  their  loins  and  smeared  with  blood, 
seem  to  take  thorough  pleitxiire  in  their  office. 

The  l)e«iiliful  scenery  in  the  neigh bourhoud 
of  Itajmnliid  was  delightful  to  us  afirr  the  long 
and  dreary  voyage  to  it.  We  anchored  clote  to 
the  ruin*  of  it*  [Milacc,  the  building  of  the  Sul- 
tan Sujuh,  and  look  fiossesMon  of  n  ninrble 
elinniWr  that  ovitrliung  the  river.  Wv  had  lite 
advantage  of  a  moonlight  night,  and  nothing 
could  surpass  the  beauty  of  the  scene:  I  may  say, 
BE  Sir  Walter  Scott  sings  of  Melrose  Abbey: 

"  Ifdioa  Bosldil  vww  rair  Rtjowb*)  «n(lil, 

Co  viail  it  by  Uia  p>l(  nwoaligbi." 
>  ■  •  • 

X  Whra  baitnw  (od  butmai  alurDilalTi 

SmumI  ftimoi  or  ubou  ud  tiory.* 
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The  room  in  which  wc  witiicMcd  the "  cold 
light's  uncertain  sliovrtr,"  vraa.  at  white  nmible, 
inlaid  with  Anihic  character*  uf  bluck  ;  it  was 
cit  a  gooti  "iw  am)  in  a  perfect  %t:Hv,  standing 
about  fifty  fif  t  above  tlw  river,  and  loolting  upon 
the  distant  hilU.  Thi&  i»  the  only  part  of  what 
must  once  have  been  a  very  large  jialace,  now 
remaining  entire:  the  re»t  i§  made  up  of  ruined 
boUs  and  chambers,  the  latter,  as  they  generally 
ore  in  native  buildings,  however  grand,  small 
and  low.  Some  of  the  imid,  inspired  I  saipfwae 
by  ibe  scene,  hatl  carried  their  keyul  bugles  into 
its  dewrrted  bolls,  oitd  by  their  sound  converted 
il  olmcMt  into  a  tccne  of  romance.  The  river  in 
the  niny  anuon  Kweepti  cKi^  hy  the  ruins,  and 
uida  materially  to  their  beauty.  At  this  time 
the  water  is  low  and  quiet,  the  palace  is  within 
a  wilderness— from  wilhotit  it  appeurx  embo- 
suroed  in  trees.  The  town  of  lUjmahal  is 
dtuated  at  the  foot  of  the  fOf*  of  Terriagully, 
which  leads  over  the  nMMinliiina. 

The  next  place  wc  aiichorctl  at  was  the  boac 
of  a  bill  called  rarahotta ;  muuy  caves  are  exca- 
rated  in  its  bosotn,  and  near  its  summit  »tands  a 
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templr,  lo  which  «  winkling  pnlh  lc»il«  throo; 
a  tuleruhle  wood.  From  the  nummil  of  thu 
bill  ihere  k  a  very  magnificent  ]jn>«p(.-ct ;  (n  the 
•milh  arc  extensive  plains  covered  wilh  cattlv, 
and  the  north  is  bounded  by  the  bills  of  Haj- 
i  mahal ;  the  rirer  winds  below ;  at  (be  foot  of 
thr  hilU  are  deep  and  vari^ated  woodit,  and 
aome  white  bungalows,  belonginj;  to  indigo 
planters,  shine  from  among  tbem.  ^ 

We  halted  a  night  at  the  village  of  Sidy-  V 
guUy  and  at  I'attergotta,  both  delightful  places; 
th«nce  the  river  winds  beautifully  round  a 
woodfd  hill  to  Colgong.  This  is  the  Bret  part 
of  the  fiver  in  which  I  have  ohecrved  n>cl;n, 
which,  in  many  pUcef,  particularly  ot  Palter- 
gotto,  c\tf  nd  »ome  way  into  the  straim.  Wc  hod 
B  geiitlv  brevrx  lo  carry  u»  pant  a  rocky  inland 
in  the  orntrc  of  the  river  opposite  Colgong,  and 
as  our  variou*  little  vt-jwi-J*  crept  quietly  from 
bHiind  it,  b«  it  were,  one  by  one,  and  then 
stretched  over  the  surface  of  the  stream,  they 
formed  a  scene  of  beauty  not  often  met  with  in 
the  lame  and  nearly  unvarying  voyage  of  the 
Ganges.  We  are gcneinlly  apt  to  asM^iate  safety 
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with  nver  i»i>ngalKiD,  if  l)»cre  be  no  other  BiA- 
vsnt^c  attonditig  it,  but  tliis  is  not  a  constant 
companion  h<Yr ;  tlic  ctoking  boats — very  essen- 
tial ones  by  the  bye — being  the  «i»nllest,  an 
fm]tiently  in  imminent  peril,  and  two  or  t)trc« 
have  been  completely  lost.  Our  floating  kitchens 
indeed  afford  considerable  inconvenience ;  tlwy 
are  much  slower  sailors  than  (he  budgerows.,  nnd 
it  ii  not  unusual  for  a  hungry  party  to  wait  in 
anxious  suspensefor hours  before  the  Iaggingd>n> 
ncr  can  r«ach  it<  Our  budgerows  are  sometimes 
«blc  to  gain  the  northern  side  of  a  broad  creek, 
while  the  cook  hosts  Mick  in  (he  sand  in  the 
aouibem ;  the  only  consolation  to  be  found  is  in 
a  view  through  a  teleacope  of  the  curling  smoke 
which  should  be  from  the  (ircthat  is  cooking  yotir 
dinner.  1  should  be  sorry  indeed  tube thecaptain 
of  one  of  tlteae  essential  attendants.  Their  mas- 
ter*, whoee  anger  is  (|uickcncd  by  hunger,  an*  not 
prone  to  liRten  patiently  to  the  excuses  that  they 
may  make  for  not  arriving  in  due  lime,  and  wroe 
betide  the  man  who  rules  the  roast  of  an  epicure. 
Tbp  hour  of  breakfast  is  an  animated  time ; 
it  haf^Kns  usually  when  in  progress,  and  whcii 
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under  sail  ibr  khilmulgor  of  each  vessel  staoda 
on  the  poop  and  cjtlU  with  a  load  rtnce, 
**  Hazrvc  lao  T  while  tin-  soiU  are  diortcncd : 
th«  call  i»  sKHi  iin«wcr<.-<l  from  tbv  cxxik  IxmUs, 
whoae  crewH  strain  every  nerve  to  reach  the 
desliprd  |wiiit,  clirt-ring  ihemseWes  with  a  wild 
song,  "  Haxrcc  lao;"  ihe  last  word  tuUained 
till  the  hrcalh  fuiU,  echoes  along  ihe  banks  as 
loudly  as  (he  niuczziiu  call  to  prayer,  and  fr^ 
quently  with  as  much  sweetness. 

It  is  now  the  month  of  April,  and  we  have 
entered  the  province  of  Balmr,  and  haw  cer- 
tainly left  the  greatest  beauty  behind.  The  iril- 
lages  of  Bengal  arc  more  picturcfquc,  niid  sur- 
rounded by  a  greater  variety  of  otienlal  trees 
and  plants.  It  is  eiuy  to  perceive  a  change  in 
the  people  very  toon  after  you  quit  Rajinahal; 
they  are  of  larger  stature  and  more  ntanly  in  tbcir 
appearance,  are  to  be  seen  tending  their  cattis 
with  large  sticks  and  preserrc  a  gravity  of  man- 
ner tluil  gives  Ibinn  an  ur  of  great  superiority 
over  the  Bengalees,  among  whom  ibere  it  geoe- 
rally  a  fawning  manner  and  eficiiiinate  figure, 
to  which  the  mode  of  dressing  the  liair,  and  ihc 
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muslin  robes  of  th?  nien,  give  [liein  adcli- 
tMnal  title.  The  women  have  altered  their 
dnnwg  too ;  in  Bnhar  they  are  more  generally 
cUd  in  blue  cotton,  in  Bengal  almost  always  in 
white ;  tlie  ring*  and  bangles  with  which  they 
are  decorated,  are  as  numerous  and  as  heavy  in 
appearance,  however,  ns  tlraec  of  the  former  pro- 
vince. During  tlvelosl  month  the  fi-itival  of  the 
Hooli  was  performed,  to  evlcbnitv  the  arrival  of 
■pring;  and  altliuugh  by  thi;  banks  of  the  river, 
■way  from  any  touro,  its  votaries  were  nut  th« 
1m0  gvf :  the  tom-toms  which  had  been  kept 
dase  until  then  were  dragged  out,  and  very  soon 
announced  their  presence. 

It  seemed  to  be  a  period  of  universal  licence, 
and  tbe  great  humour  of  the  carnival  consisted 
in  their  pelting  each  other  with  red  powder, 
which  was  moistened  foe  the  occasion.  Every 
penon  who  passed  within  reach  of  a  handful 
was  sure  to  obtain  it ;  and  towards  the  evening, 
when  a  great  many  had  forgotK^n  the  lom|>er' 
ance  of  tite  Iliadotp,  parties  bathed  from  head  to 
foot  in  blood,  as  it  seemed,  wandered  about  the 
banks  to  sprinkle  all  who  had  not  yet  been  suf< 
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ticiently  coloured ;  while  oth«r!i  haI  in  groups 
singing  and  druiuming  mcMt  vehemently.  It 
seemed  ns  if  they  had  a  just  right  to  scatter  it 
owr  all  things  as  well  ae  per«ons,  and  tbe 
M^rviints  ventured  to  perform  th<-  wreitwmy  to 
iheir  niu«ter«'  boats,  and  to  iKX-k  prewnt*  by  of- 
fering the  Kiitnc  courtesy  U)  their  elothw.  The 
Kuru{>enii  M)liliiT9i,  who  arc  alwayii  reaily  fur 
•uch  ainu*einen(,  were  nothing  loath  to  »har«  in 
it :  and,  fur  the  few  days  it  lasted,  wt  ajiiH'ared 
to  be  u  ramp  of  »vii^s. 

In  lh«  beginning  of  April  we  b^n  to  feel 
the  liot  winds.  As  we  were  completely  novice* 
in  the  East,  we  had  not  pn-jianil  against  them. 
It  i*  iinpossible  to  conceive  any  1,-isilation  so 
•evcre;  they  generally  begin  about  ten  o'clock 
in  the  day,  aiwl  blow-  sontctimes  so  violently, 
that  we  are  not  able  to  advance,  white  ntoora] 
perhaps  to  a  low  iMnk  of  white  sand.  The  heal 
is  so  exces&ire,  that  it  is  mitery  to  move,  yet  the 
budgemws  rock  so  vi<>lently  as  to  preitnt  tbe 
possibility  of  being  Htill  a  moment.  Clouds  of 
und  drift  abuul  and  enter  our  rooms  at  all 
qtiarlers.     The  miserable   natives  sit  nithoul. 
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quite  overtnme,  to  be  powderctl  by  them  as  tliey 
iy.  All  has  no  vrithering  on  lupect— the  earth 
9o  dry,  the  tree*  to  hiaittetl,  and  the  people,  like 
faquira  whitened  for  punaitc«,  M^em  tc)  haw  no 
life  in  tliem:  all  naliiralniMistun;  locked  up,  they 
appear  am  if  suddenly  turned  into  stone  like  the 
inhnbitanlB  of  the  enchanted  to»n  on  (hu  emut 
of  India,  in  the  Thousand  and  One  Tales.  It 
let*  the  teeth  on  cd^rc  to  look  at  them. 

Without  tatties  to  temper  the  air,  the  cabins 
nf  our  boot*  are  like  fumaees;  through  every 
crevice  the  ftot  s.ind  jiours  in ;  my  table  would 
wrve  for  the  de»k  of  on  Indian  mIiuuI,  where 
the  acbnlara  might  find  amjile  dust  to  trace  their 
letters  in ;  every  thing  I  touch  grates  from  the 
and.  If  I  venture  to  look  out,  the  wind  is  like 
the  breath  of  a  volcaito ;  my  hair  almost  pricks 
my  fingen  as  I  toueh  il,  so  dry  that  "each  par- 
ticidar  hair  docs  seem  to  stand  on  end.*'  To> 
wards  the  end  of  this  month  these  winds  blow 
atrangvst;  {l  is  difficult  to  oonccivc  the  arid 
■tpect  of  the  country  during  their  )>revalence: 
we  can  fortunately  not  judge  by  any  of  the 
duugCM  that  take  place  in  our  own  f^rvcn  Heidi 
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or  "  good  green  woods."  Tlwy  cease  about  the 
beginning  of  June,  when  the  earth  is  nJieved  by 
a  slight  fall  of  rain,  which  la«ls  ten  dny&orn 
fortnight ;  an  interval  of  mo§t  oppre«^ve  heat 
then  occiirK,  wln-ii  the  periodical  rains  begin  tht^r 
coumc;  iKfiircthe  first  fnll  the  earth  is  as  parched 
as  Uic  desert ;  large  fl»survs  preKeiit  tbenisclvts 
at  etery  thirty  or  forty  yards ;  the  river*  are  at 
their  very  iowext,  the  UnkH  and  lakes  ncarlj. 
dried  up,  or  choked  with  sand  ;  there  seems  to 
be  no  vegetation,  as  if  such  a  season  of  rest  had 
been  purposely  designed  for  nature,  in  order 
that  it  might  gain  strength  fur  its  luxuriant  pro- 
duclions  through  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

This  period  is  not  unhealthy  when  propet- pie-  ^ 
cautions  are  observed;  but  situated  as  we  were, 
con»tiuilly  ex|Hise(l  to  its  iiiSuenev,  it  could 
scarcely  be  otherwise;  so  before  we  liad  reached 
MoDghyr,  where  on  tlie  SOlh  of  April  wear- 
rived,  the  cholera  morbus  broke  out  in  our  fleet 
and  reduced  il  terribly.  Many  of  the  £uro< 
peans  died  as  well  as  the  natives,  and  no  even- 
ing  passed  without  a  funeral.  The  tlaiwlies  were 
either  thrown  overbu«rd  or  depoaiU'd   by  tkc 
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banks  of  (he  rivers  to  feed  the  rultures  and  the 
jackals;  our  own  men  were  more  decently  buried 
in  such  graves  as  CHutd  quickly  be  scooped  in 
the  sand.  Towards  the  end  of  April  the  disor- 
der assumed  a  more  aUnning  appeanuicc.  and 
every  hour  somebody  was  si-ixed.  Each  officer 
was  provided  with  a  mixturv,  the  principal  in- 
grMlients  of  which  were  laudanum  and  brandy; 
and,  in  order  that  no  time  niiglit  be  lost  tn 
n:«king  for  the  hospital  boats,  every  vessel  on 
board  which  a  man  might  fall  sick,  was  desired 
to  bear  down  uikhi  thti  neorcxi  budfrirruw  for 
uaiktanee,  wbiii  a  wine-j^laofi  of  the  cituleru 
mitturc  WM  admiuiiitered. 

It  waa  a  melancholy  aight  to  see  live  or  six  boatA 
at  a  time  draw  out  of  the  line  ami  lisf^ten  tomards 
the  i»carr»t  officers  in  their  rear !  The  moment 
the  draught  waa  received  the  disease  in  some 
meaaurc  K'CRivd  stayed,  anti  the  aick  boat  drop- 
|icd  quietly  down  to  ihelxMpitul.  It  never  was 
coondered  conlaglou*,  nor  was  any  precaution 
used  to  separate  tlie  affected  from  the  healthy  ; 
ami  we  did  t»ot  And  that  the  remainder  of  a 
Iwat'i  crew  was  wizcd  in  consequence  of  any 
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one  of  ibm  Imtu^  bceti  aimAwJ  br  it.  It 
committal  its  nv»ge»  mHaammatriy  tttnof^ 
the  6*tt-  A  nstive  oo  board  ny  budgcrow  died 
of  the  complaint  m  tbe  eourae  of  a  kw  botin, 
and  although  all  tbe  others  were  Ijiag  annind 
him,  it  waa  not  ooamnuBKated  to  an;  of  than. 
It  baa  alwajs  MOMd  lo  ne  to  be  f^ltwfit  to 
panicular  spots :  dtirii^  tbe  moatb  of  October, 
while  ve  were  in  Fon  ^Villiara,  the  men  «ba 
occupied  one  end  of  a  lower  rooni  in  the 
barracks  were  leiced  with  it,  while  in  ercrjr 
other  part  of  the  buHdtttg  they  were  perfectly 
healthy.  Thu  room  had  been  undergoing  re^ 
pair,  ai>d  was  not  proptrij  flafgged ;  the  upper 
one  of  course  was  boarded :  this  circumstance 
prt>ve«  it  to  hare  been  entinJy  local ;  for  there 
waa  a  coQstant  intercourse  between  all  the  par- 
tiea,  ar.d  it  was  no*,  conveyed  to  the  other 
(juartent.  It  at  length  became  general  in  tbo 
Port,  which  at  that  aeason  of  the  year,  tbe 
period  {tf  the  breaking  up  of  the  rains,  it  usually 
does. 

A  r^pneni  of  BritUh  Mildier*  on  its  inarch 
fran  Berbampore  to  Calcutta,  halted  one  i 
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in^  in  Ute  iicii;hbourt>ood  of  a  moratM,  orul  in  a 
few  liotirs  Bft(-rvr»r<]*  wereral  meu  wi>re  attacked 
with  the  clu>Ii-ni  morbus,  always  the  attendant 
Kvil  of  such  a  place ;  the  coniinanding  ofRoer 
JRiine<l lately  struck  the  camp,  and  moved  to 
about  seven  miles  further  on ;  iicre  the  ground 
waa  drier  and  clearer ;  the  sick  men  recovered, 
and  there  was  no  further  appeamncc  of  the  di*. 
ease.  I  am  not  very  certain  what  (he  opinions 
of  the  faculty  may  be  in  the  East,  but  as  no 
precaudotts  are  taken  against  contagion,  I  con- 
jrcliire  they  do  not  consHJiT  them  ncceMary. 

I  shall  nt-vcr  forgtft  (hi-  iiflL'rnonn  uf  uttr  or- 
ritftl  al  Talna;  thv  cliolera  had  bren  raging 
annu-  liinv  amongst  the  native  population,  and 
all  ihc  dcwl  bodivs  ivcemn)  to  Iiarc  bot-n  placed 
on  a  clear  spot  williotit  llie  cily,  and  under  the 
walls  of  aomv  rich  ninii'!*  palace. 

The  Ik*  wiml  blew  vi-ry  violently,  and  we 
were  long  witiiiii  sight  of  this  place  without 
boi^  able  to  reach  it ;  the  water  was  very  low, 
«m1  WTcnil  (lead  bodies  that  had  been  washed 
from  the  bank  by  the  river  were  stranded  o«  the 
shallown  in  iu  centre,     it  was  the  Ut  of  May, 
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and  oorru[>tiun  wm  most  rnpid;  every  brealh 
of  the  >iroca>  blew  poison ;  the  scene  was  in- 
dcscribablf ;  bodies  floated  sometimes  a^nM 
our  IkmIs  fur  tiiey  vm  all  ncarlv  aground,  and 
rt-iiutintn)  under  ibc  bows  for  nn  hour  at  a  time, 
wiiilc  othcn  Hwam  uninUiruptedly  down  tbe 
>tr«aiii,  with  ScKki  of  binU  upon  ibeni ;  little 
could  be  beard  but  the  noiiEC  of  the  vultun-s 
tearing  oS  the  Heth  with  th«ir  bcak»,  whilu  the 
crows  jangled  in  their  quarreU  fur  the  niorwl* 
that  fell  from  iheiu. 

Abotit  sunset  we  reached  the  shore,  but  alas! 
could  gvl  nofurtlHrr  than  the  burial-ground,  along 
the  edge  of  which  we  were  obliged  to  uioor.  Il 
WHS  screwed  witli  skulls  ai>d  "  dead  men's  bones," 
and  the  air  was  pr*titeucc  ilKrlf.  Tlie  jackal* 
and  the  wild  dognxkulkcdawavfrutn  thi.-  mangled 
limlM  Its  wc  npproitehed,  while  the  vultures,  the 
very  sight  of  whi<rh  speaks  of  the  charnel-house, 
rxMC  froni  the  half-eaten  body,  and  hovering  for 
a  nM>R>eiit  above  it,  like e%-il  spirit*,  dcKCvndvd  to 
lite  coniplelion  of  their  horrible  re[)aiit.  There 
were  a  great  number  of  the  Horgila  large  storks, 
known   by   the   name    of  adjutants  in   India, 


ITOBKS JACKAL!). 


41 


firona  tb«ir  measured  ttcy,  stalking  over  the 
ground ;  (bey  arc  always  close  attcndiuiLs  upon 
Eunopconis  and  linil  oomr  from  the  station  of 
Dinaporc  to  tliarc  in  Uiv  feast  tliat  death  had 
prepared  for  Ihi-tn ;  tlii-ir  "  stenllhy  pace"  seems 
wcU  tuiied  to  a  churchyard, over  which,  to  their 
designs,  they  move  like  ghosts.  There  ix  tom^ 
thing  truly  harruwiog  in  the  appcartmce  of 
Aeat  gigantic  birdfi  in  the  twilight,  or  **  the 
pale  inoouUght,"  knowing,  as  we  do,  the  object 
of  their  ravishing  strides. 

All  nigtit,  for  we  were  forced  to  continue  all 
night  in  ikii  spot,  the  Itowling  of  the  jsckuls  wax 
(rvtncodous,  aiKl  even  the  fireK  thai  were  lit  up 
by  our  nunieruuh  folluwcrs  did  not  seem  to  scare 
them:  tiiercmuKt  have l>ern  (houMiid« collected. 
So  wild  and  MCKtriMirdituiry  a  BCeiie  I  never  be* 
fure  beheld,  and  m>  uocomfurtablea  one,  to  some 
of  the  senses,  I  have  no  desire  to  see  repeated. 
In  BO  Urge  a  population  as  that  of  I'stna  any 
infectious  disraiK-  must  make  great  havoc,  but 
opcciaily  »uch  »  o4»c  us  ihe  cholera  morbus, 
against  whicli  lUere  leems  to  be  so  few  human 
remedks. 
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A(  davlighl,  on  the  Snd  M«t>  «"«  totreil  just 
the  city  of  Patna,  at  the  time  its  crowds  were 
■Sjwniblctl  on  tl>e  Ghaut  to  bathe.  The  most 
Miimntnl  sc«ne  possible  iaanativebraeh  covered 
with  bathers,  aa  well  as  people  of  all  descrip- 
lions ;  there  were  cattle,  lior»e^  and  eh-phantx; 
the  latter,  lying  od  their  sides  while  their  drivers 
rubbed  them  all  over,  appeared  to  enjoy  the 
luxury  bi-yond  all  around  ihcm.  In  the  afters 
noon,  we  had  the  g>x>d  fortune  to  complete  our 
voj'ftge  on  thi-  Giingcis  which  occupied  the  very 
worst  season  of  the  y(.-«r  for  ouch  n  trip.  During 
the  rninK,  when  the  water  is  higher,  in  certainly 
the  inost  agreeable  time  for  the  excursion,  but 
the  most  disagreeable  event  possible  1  shall  ever 
consider  the  necessity  of  passing  the  months  of 
April  and  May  upon  (he  river  Ganges. 
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I  to  Ddhi.  wMk  Mor  SiMchM  «f  iu  pMcing  Scmm. 


I  AKUvxp  It  DcJhi  in  the  upringof  1S2S,  and 
■ItbtMi^h  it  hs»  been  «>  Tivquently  nnd  m  nrvll 
dcKribed  by  otiiers,  there  is  ainniMhinf;  m>  At- 
tractive m  the  myal  city,  that  1  should  juiy  it 
but  iin  ill  compliment  if  I  <)mttfH  it  wiihoiil 
saying  mmething  of  itH  beauties.  Ilnving  sent 
iny  tenia  oti  the  day  before,  I  entered  it  at  day* 
lifjhl  by  the  (.'ashiitere  gate  i  the  very  name  has 
pui-try  in  it,  and  would  tempt  me  to  >[icuk  of 
the  Mokquc  of  Pearl  and  tJ>c  Gardens  of  Shalj- 
nar,  even  if  I  had  not  an  inclination  to  do  so. 
There  is  m>  much  in  an  ea&tem  city  to  astonish 
the  fjc  and  to  otdU;  the  fancy,  for  it  i»  impos- 
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xible  to  pa.is  throti^h  its  streets  withmit  hsviog 
the  Thousand  and  One  Nights  conslanlly  in  the 
mind,  that  I  despair  of  giving  anything  like  a 
roaiter-of-fact  description.  When  I  seeareikd 
danisel  passing  throngh  the  baxanr  with  a  porter 
at  her  back,  I  long  to  be  included  in  her  train, 
that  I  may  Ik^f  ndvcnturvs  as  singular  us  the 
stories  of  tho  Calenders,  and  ihe  Laditit  with  tlic 
Two  lUiitk  Dogs. 

There  is  loo  much  reality,  however,  in  the 
ruins  of  former  magnificence  scattered  around,  to 
permit  the  imagination  to  enjoy  loo  free  a  play. 
Delhi  presents  but  a  sad  skeleton  of  what  it  ooce 
was.  It  is  still  worth  seeing,  and  must  po«sessa 
high  interest  for  any  traveller.  It  has  been  in 
eonside^flblc  bustle  during  ihc  two  la&l  years  at 
this  tcason,  from  the  viuts  of  the  governor-gen^ 
ml  and  the  commander-in-chief.  These  circum- 
stances,  though  appiiretitly  trifling,  have  been  of 
much  importance,  as  they  have  given  "iheun- 
kindc«t  cut  of  all"  to  the  pour  representative  of 
the  Great  Mogul,  in  obliging  him  to  forego  some 
arrangeuDentd  of  eliquctle  in  his  rocrption  of  the 
former.      Karl  Ainberst   was  the  first  Dritiih 
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giovrmor  thiit  had  paid  a  visit  to  the  emperor, 
because  tie  was  the  limt  to  whoin  pcniii»--*)on  to 
■it  in  the  prewencv  had  Imi-ii  ccHvccdctl.  1'hc  IasI 
of  ihellmiwnf  TiinourfeitthiKindignity  greatly, 
aiid  it  said  to  have  tiled  tears  when  he  mw  the 
Engliiih  ruler  scat  himself  liefore  him,  and  trem- 
ble for  his  throne,  which  he  feared  would  cer- 
tainly bciiivaded,  I  am  not  surprised  that  such 
iiKon»tdcrable  mntters  nhoiild  have  affected  him 
so  much;  all  his  power  being  gone,  he  had  hut 
the  ap|>carance  of  greatness  lo  delude  him  with 
the  I>elief  that  he  was  still  n  kin^;:,  and  that  taken 
frtwi  him  was  enough  to  nitike  hiui  weep. 

The  Great  Mogul  has  now  no  power  hut 
within  the  walls  of  his  own  palaDO,  oikI  that 
I Alace  stands  likea  monuninil  in  t)>e  midst  of 
the  city,  to  sliow  where  nit  tin;  glory  and  uplen- 
dourofthv  I'!ast  lie  buried.  However advanta- 
ge<;uK  to  humanity  the  present  occu|>ation  of  the 
East  may  lie,  it  ix  a  ntelnncholy  thing  to  sec  a 
long  line  of  IctngK  overtlirowii,  and  mo^tjtirs, 
tombs,  and  {mIjicch,  showing  a  deterniin;<tiun,  a» 
it  were,  not  to  furvive  it.  Few  countries  have 
uDdergufU!  more  reralution  and   invasion  than 
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tnilia,  and  always  from  in«rcito«(  couqucron 
(except  ID  thelaiil  inOancv).  Manj  Mii^ulnun 
cities,  formerly  of  great  consefjuvucet  arv  now, 
as  if  tlic  living  liad  aljandaficcl  ihem  to  the  dcsd, 
uDly  discovered  by  tlic  di-cayiiig  tombs  of  tbejr 
former  ioltabitaiits.  Ifiiiduo  cities  tbut  bare 
dwindled  avay  u>  Ultlv  villages  have  nut  tbat 
mark  even  of  thdr  original  griuidvtir — ibcir 
buriul  riti>!(oon  puts  aii  end  to  all  talcx> 

I  approached  the  city  from  the  castt  bank  of 
the  Jiiinna,  and  In  cro^n^  thai  rivt^r  hail  a 
magnificent  view  of  ino§qucs  and  tuinaretit 
flittering  in  the  sun,  and  tombs  emboaoined 
in  trees,  not  unfrequently  overrun  with  ivy,  and 
presenting  more  picturesque  appearances,  in  a 
state  of  decay-  The  domes  of  the  mosques  and 
many  of  the  tombs  arc  covered  nith  gilded  me- 
tal, and  shine  most  brilliantly.  I  fotuid  my  tcot 
pitclied  iaimediatrly  under  tlic  castle  walls,  and 
opposite  llie  Cluindcry  Choke,  or  pn'ncipid  street. 
I  was  in  the  centre  of  bustle,  but  miothered  by 
dust  and  tortured  by  flies.  It  i«  impoiuible  to 
convey  an  idea  of  the  number*  of  thew  inu-cts;, 
aad  the  latolcndjle  nuinncc  atlroding  them; 
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they  arc  <[ui{c  eaougti  to  kevp  you  iu  a  pcrjioluat 
feTcr,  and  I  ha^c  not  yet  arrived  nt  ttuit  »(itlcof 
dignity  or  luxury  to  enjoy  the  conMant  attend- 
ance ofnn  nutoinatofi,  with  n  fvatlirr-fun,  to  keep 
my  augUHt  |Kr«>ti  (nun  IH-Jng  <>flt-n<lcd  by  th«ir 
■pprcmch.  I  have  frt^^uctilly  Ix.'en  ainu}«^d  by 
iIk  uun>n>cimisne.K.H  of  the  men  whow  duly  it  is 
to  procure  a  "  gentle  air"  for  their  languid  mas- 
ters, or  to  exertdse  the  most  exalted  office  of 
controller  of  flies  about  ifac  person  ;  they  stand 
like  Malues  by  your  side,  iht-ir  arms  waving  the 
fou  up  and  down  ax  if  tht^y  iiod  been  set  in 
aoCioa  by  uocliinn-y.  Thty  often  fiill  a^Jeep  iu 
llwroliee,  bnl  continue  to  purforni  its  duties  a* 
if  ifaey  had  been  wound  up  for  a  certain  time. 
If  you  tuovc  from  your  |>o«itio<i,  llioujrli  scarcely 
•wake,  tliey  euniinuv  to  follow  you,  and  it  seems 
oadifllculttu  throw  them  off,  as  it  was  for  Sinliad 
to  release  himsdf  from  Uic  old  mau  of  the  sea. 

Tliese,  and  u  few  otber  ntiserieo.  luive  pro- 
cund  for  tlw  liast  the  reproiuli  t>f  luxury.  I 
do  not  mean  to  vindieate  it,  but  if  it  be  true, 
wu  may  indenl  exclaim,  liow  wretched  is  a 
tifv  iif  luxury !    We   luigbl,    1    ihink,  nb«tain 
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from  such  cnjnvmcnt   without  auuming  great 
merit  f»r  wlf-dvoial. 

The  pnlKcc  wnlU  «rc  very  high  mul  buill  «f 
granite,  the  rwl  colwir  i»f  which  g\\e  a  ungular 
apjwaranc*  to  them.  They  are  surrouDded  by  a 
deej)  ditch,  and  have  two  very  magnificent  gates. 
Tlie  interior  po§9esses  many  vestiges  of  its  early 
splendour,  hut  mingled  with  so  much  shabbiaesi 
and  dirt,  that  tbcyaflbrti  more  melancholy  thin 
agreeable  reflections.  The  space  n-itbin  is  very 
great,  and  has  all  the  bustle  of  a  little  toim.  I 
had  not  the  good  fortuttc  to  be  present  at  the 
visits  of  state  that  occurred  between  the  com- 
ninu<Irr  in  chief  and  tlw  cnipernr,  but  there  was 
in  cuDtequencv  an  unusual  colU'Ction  of  great 
HK-n  in  the  city,  and  us  ray  pmition  cotninandeil 
an  admirable  vju»  of  the  principal  thomughfare, 
I  enjoyed  the  scene  amaxingly-  This  street  b 
more  than  a  mile  ia  length  and  very  broqid ;  it 
is  divided  by  irhat  was  once  an  aquctluct  nra- 
ning  through  its  centre.  Here  arr  the  princi|wl 
shops,  and  here  is  the  principal  throng  of  people. 
The  twiiR-s  are  two  and  son>etin>es  three  stories 
high,  and  being  eximnely  well   whitewashed. 
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8crw  admirably  lo  reflect  tlic  ray*  of  the  sun, 
and  punjsli  those  who  venture  to  puss  tbcm  at 
tmd<day. 

GencnJly  in  the  towns  of  the  East  the  streets 
■rr  Tcr}'  narrow,  and  tiltle  better  than  dark  ]>u>- 
s»gn-  InGrandCairo,  if  you  unfortunately  meet 
astringc>fma«kcdbcautie3upoQdonkie»,youni(ist 
make  a  rapid  retreat,  or  resign  yourself  to  be 
aqueezed  lo  a  munimy  against  the  wall,  for  daring 
to  stand  in  their  course,  if  your  curiosity  should 
tempt  you  (o  do  to.  Tbc  Chandy  Choke,  in 
Delhi,  i»,  however,  a  great  exception  to  ihi« 
rule,  and  is  pcrhapn  the  tirondoitt  >trei-t  in  any 
city  in  the  East  The  houttes  in  it  have  occa- 
Kiunally  ludeonies  in  front  of  iht^ni,  in  which  lh« 
men  ril,  loosely  arrayed  in  while  muslin,  smoking 
their  hookahs ;  and  womco,  who  have  forfeited 
■II  prelvnsiona  to  modesty,  are  sometimea  seen 
uovriU-d,  similarly  occupi«l.  The  din  of  so  po 
pulousapUccisverygrcRt,  for  every  house  wcms 
aa  well  furnished  as  a  hive  of  bees.  The  popu- 
lation is  nearly  200,000  suuis  in  an  area  of  seri-n 
miW*  in  cJrcumferrnoc,  which  is  the  extent  of 
the  wall  of  modem  Di-lhi.  The- great  peculiarity 
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of  an  Kaatem  town  is,  that  ercrjr  thing  is  i 
in  public :  the  peopli;  talk  as  loudly  ss  tbcy  can, 
and  sometimes,  when  ciigagMl  in  unimj)ortnnt 
■nailers,  seem  to  be  scolding  cath  other  in  the 
most  outrageous  manner :  the  neighing  or  lionws, 
the  lowing  of  cattle,  the  creaking  of  cart  wheels, 
and  the  "clinking  of  pewterers' hammers,"  for 
all  occupations  are  carried  on  in  a  little  open 
space  in  front  of  each  shop,  are  beyond  all  cndur> 
sace.  The  trumpeting  noises  of  the  elephants, 
with  the  groaning  of  the  camels,  varied  occaxton- 
ally  by  the  roaring  of  u  k-opard  or  a  chcator, 
(which  animaUarc  Ittl  alKHil  the  streets  hooded  to 
sell  for  the  purpoiies  of  hunting,)  with  the  UDcea»- 
ing  beat  of  the  lorn  tom,  ihc  shrill  pipe,  and  the 
cracked  sound  of  the  viul,  aecompauicci  by  the  H 
worse  Toices  of  the  singers,  are  enough  to  drive 
a  moderately  nervous  person  to  desperation.  _ 

Among  the  natives  of  Miihomctjui  tuwiw,  then*  V 
seems  to  be  u  familiarity  of  manner  that  places 
every  one  in  a  moment  at  his  ease.  If  a  strainer 
enter  the  town  and  6nd  a  group  engaged  in  any 
amusement  lie  will  not  scruple  to  join  it  instantly, 
and  take  as  much  interest  in  its  pursuit  as  if  he 
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ho^l  known  thv  invtnbrrs  of  it  all  his  life;  and 
then,  pcrhApas  tcn<lering  his  pipr  to  one  of  the 
party,  or  trcvivJDg  one  from  it — a  euro  sign  of 
iotendnl  hoapitalilj — ait  diiwn  nnd  relate  hia 
hiitory  with  an  much  frsnlcm-ss  n.t  if  hi-  hod  met 
a  brother.  The  houses  are  generally  irrc-giilflr 
ID  their  construction,  aiid  not  unfre<]uently 
curiously  decorated.  Difterent-colou red  curtains 
bang  before  (he  doors :  rariegated  screens  serve 
M  blinds  to  the  windows;  and  the  custom  of 
hinfpng  clothes,  particularly  scarfs  of  every  h  ue, 
pink,  blue,  yellow,  f^rccn,  and  white,  on  the 
tops  of  the  houses  to  dry,  make  thctn  look  an 
ff*y  u  •  (hip  on  a  gal»-day  with  all  its  colours 
flying. 

The  clouds  of  dust  from  the  number  of 
equipage*,  witli  tlic  iiisccth  that  surround  th«' 
pastry-cooks*  &hn]M,  are  the  most  intolerable 
plagues  of  all.  The  runcid  smell  of  the  nasty- 
looking  mixtures  that  are  cunjttantly  in  course  of 
maiiurocture  before  you,  with  the  general  stench 
of  the  town,  is  a  sign  that  it  is  seldom  indeed 
that  a  "  musk  caravan  from  Kotcn  immcs  through 
it."    I  think,  in  the  Arabian  Night.->'  Enterlaiu- 
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ments,  chcrc  is  a  stoty  of  a  prince&s  threatening 
to  havr  a  confectioner  bchcadod,  if  be  did  not 
put  pepper  in  hi*  tartlets.  However  despottr 
it  may  ap]>ear  in  this  lady,  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing it  a  just  satire  upon  the  pastry  of  the  Kaat ; 
for  to  season  it  out  of  ull  to-tte  of  its  own  fundA- 
mental  ingn-dieiiln,  is  the  only  way  to  make  il 
palatable.  Thi*  cook,  I  think,  nearly  fell  a 
martyr  to  the  honour  of  his  profession,  and  re- 
fufted  to  be  dictated  to ;  and  I  do  not  believe  any 
thing  would  induce  hia  brethren  of  the  present 
day  to  improve  their  confectionary. 

Riding  through  the  town  requires  much  ma- 
nagement, and  some  skill.  It  is  necessary  to 
shout,  push,  and  kick  the  whole  way,  to  warn 
the  multitude  to  gel  nut  of  the  ro«d.  Ocea- 
tionally  you  have  to  tqua-Te  past  u  »tring  of 
loaded  canielsi,  or  start  away  from  a  train  of  ele- 
phants ;  and  if  your  horse  be  frightened  at  ihew: 
last  animals,  which  is  frequently  the  cue,  it 
needs  some  ingenuity  loavotd  being  {bunged  into 
the  cauldrons  which  simmer,  on  eacli  side  of  the 
way,  in  front  of  the  cooks'  sltops.  The  fear  i» 
mutual  very  often;   and  the  elephants,  in  at- 
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Imaptmg  to  escape  from  the  approach  of  a  horit>- 
man,  may  well  be  mipjmwkI  to  throw  the  whole 
aXnxt  into  a  line  coofutiiun.  In  oiic  of  my 
stroll*  through  the  city  on  horM-hnck,  I  was 
mariy  swept  away  by  a  species  of  »inioom, 
caiued  by  llw  pn>j;rcw,  through  the  dusty  t«)wn, 
of  some  impiM'tant  pi.-r(u»age  travelling  in  state. 

When  overtaken  by  such  n  storm,  it  is  a  long 
lime  before  you  can  recover  either  your  sight  or 
position.  The  klle  caux-  of  nil  this  tumult  was 
reposing  quivUy  in  a  shining  vdlow  palanquin, 
tricked  out  with  gilt  moulding;  in  every  ponihlc 
direction.  He  was  preceded  by  a  large  relinur 
uf  strange  looking  lieings,  mounted  on  horses 
and  dromedaries,  and  dressed  in  the  most  fan- 
tastic style.  The  animals  were  covered  with 
warlet  houMng),  bound  by  gold  laoe,  their  bridles 
fltudded  with  sJtells;  nmnd  their  i>cck»  were 
«(dlarB  of  gold  or  silver,  with  little  drops  bang- 
lag  to  them,  that  kept  lime  most  adminibly  with 
their  jogging  measure-  The  camels  were  like- 
wise adorned  with  bells. 

The  riden  were  in  large  cloth  dresnes,  caftans, 
reaching  from  their  twcks  to  their  heels  open  only 
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oa  aacb  tadt,  fttxa  the  tup  downwards,  br  the 
coavenieocv  of  siltiog  on  horseback.  These  were 
Cutened  round  the  waist  by  a  cotton  shawl, 
either  of  white  or  green,  in  several  folds.  The 
comnMD  colours  of  th?  coats  were  ml  and  yd- 
lov.  A  adnwtar  hung  by  their  nde«,  and  they 
bore  matchlocks  upon  the  right  shoulders.  A 
hetmel,  sometimes  of  steel,  si>d  sometimes  of 
tin,  pressed  close  to  the  bend,  in  shape  not  uik- 
likc  a  dislt-coTcr;  a  pair  of  jack  boots  reaching 
to  the  knee,  and  fitting  qtiitr  tight  to  the  leg; 
the  loose  trowscTs  gathered  above  giving  lo  the 
thigh  the  appearance  of  bdng  the  seat  of  a 
dropsy;  and  a  {uir  of  spurs,  resembling  two 
ru«ty  wealhcroocks,  completed  the  eijuipment  of 
these  splendid  rvtainera.  Tlicn  folluweil  n  maas 
of  scrrants  on  foot,  tume  nitketl,  and  soniv  with 
thdr  limbs  bore,  and  bodiest  oovcred.  They 
carried  shcnthed  swords  in  ihcir  hand*,  and 
shouted  out  the  titles  of  their  lord,  at  frxigucnt 
intervaU,  in  their  passage  through  the  city. 
They  were  followed  by  the  stud,  each  hone 
beautifully  caparisoned,  and  led  by  a  groom : 
then  came  the  elephants,  with  their  showy  trap- 
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irings,  gilt  howdahs,  and  umbrellaa  of  gold  or 
iolvcr  tiwue.  The  palanquin,  bearing  the-  uvnrr 
of  time  motley  asNMiiblages  at  length  nppcftrcd, 
and  he  was  followed  by  a  guard  aimilar  to  the 
one  that  preceded  Itiia. 

At  a  dintnncv  these  pmcresions  look  very 
grand,  particularly:  the  clrphnnts  and  their  caft< 
ilea;  but  wIkt)  nciir,  thi-re  is  u  great  deal  of 
tAwdry  and  ni-asM>rU-d  tiniM;). 

Tlie  h()r*einrn  of  the  parly  add  greatly  to  the 
intemt  of  lltc  scene,  hj  exhibiting  their  evolu- 
tions upon  the  line  of  their  route.  Some  tilt  at 
each  otlitT  with  their  spears;  and  olhem  affecl 
to  pursue,  with  drawn  Gwords,  the  runaways  of 
the  party,  who  In  their  turn  chase  their  folluw- 
vn  back  into  the  nuiks.  lo  the  management  of 
the  borac,  oikI  the  use  of  the  upear,  the  natives 
are  generally  very  skilful;  but  some  of  the 
irregular  cavalry  ofthe  country  excel  all  l»elief 
in  ilwae  exercises.  They  will  gallop  nt  a  tent 
p^,  stuck  firmly  into  the  grouiwl,  and  divide 
it  with  ih«  point  of  the  »i)ear,  not  abating 
ibrir  ipecd  in  the  least;  and  I  have  seen  ii 
troop  of  men,  onv  after  the  other,  break  a  bottle 
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with  a  ball  frocn  their  matchlocks,  while  A^'iog 
past  at  ft  racing  pace. 

The  Mahometans  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dcilii  lire,  I  think,  a  fine  looking  race  of  men  i 
but  havi;  toinething  to  debauched  in  their  ap- 
pearance and  recklcM  in  their  maimer,  that  « 
stranger  is  not  likely  to  bo  faroorably  iiDpreHcd 
by  them.  The  contrast  between  a  MuMulman 
aiid  Hindoo  village,  which,  in  travelling,  fr^ 
quently  prvseiit  thcfn«e)Te»  alternately,  is  very 
striking.  The  mildiitss  of  the  one  i>arty,  with  the 
impudL-nt  "wagger  of  the  other,  show  that  tlicy 
never  can,  as  indeed  they  never  do,  asunulat& 
Where  the  same  villuge  is  inhabited  by  people 
of  both  religions,  they  occupy  opposite  portions 
of  it;  and  tbe  circumstance  may  olway*  br 
known  by  tliere  being  a  well  at  eacli  end  of  it; 
for  the  Hindoos  would  not  draw  water  from  tbe 
same  fountain  as  the  Mal)u<tietans,  for  all  the 
wealth  of  tliis  worht 

Delhi,  ever  rich  in  showy  figures  and  prancing 
horaes,  is  parlieulariy  so  at  this  time.  Prinow 
and  anibassailors,  in  their  most  magnificent  state, 
arc  constantly  pasung  and  repassing :  and  while 
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r  •t'ln  the  cl<H)r  of  iny  tent,  observing  iJiem,  I 
alnuiAt  fed  gutdy  with  tin-  confusion.  A  great 
ooDcoursc  uf  merdianta  is  altriictnl  to  the 
town  b;  its  being  ao  full ;  and  their  *»»iduity 
in  recommi-nding  th«ir  wares  it  ts  difficult  Ut 
oTcrconii-.  As  nuut  places  arc  open,  they  in- 
fade  youataU  tinKs;  and  in  thecouneof  a  frvr 
hours,  yvu  may  compare  the  produce  of  every 
quartcrof  the  globe,  as  it  lies  spread  before  your 
eytl.  The  labour  of  packing  and  unpacking 
tbtdr goods  Hrmt  to  them  to  t>ea  real  pleasure; 
and  it  ia  in  vain  that  you  aMiire  them  that  you 
do  oot  uiean  to  buy,  for  they  will  tvut  forego  the 
gratification  of  expatiating  upon  their  excellenoc, 
with  the  pnilMble  triumph  over  your  rcsolutioR> 
ID  at  length  (M-ruiiiding  you  to  purchase. 

The  guldsmith»  of  Uellii  are  cotihideretl  very 
rxccitcnt,  and  it.*  endiroiderers  are  fatuous  over 
all  the  FjoL  There  is  constant  interco«r»e 
bctweet)  Casbtnere  and  ihiii  city ;  and  the  plain 
•liawls  are  often  brought  here  to  receive  rid) 
Iwrders  of  gold  or  diver ;  and  I  believe  th«'y 
■re  highly  esteemed  by  Ihc  natives  wlu-u  thus 
adorned.     I  do  not  think,  however,  to  an  Eu- 
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ropesn  torte,  tbejr  arc  iinpraved.  I  oould 
avoid  regarding  those  men,  who  had  just  arrived ' 
from  Ca^imere,  vrilh  a  conuilerable  degree  of 
interest — albeit  tfaey  plodded  their  way  from  tbal 
delightful  va]e,  without  one  thought  beyuod  the 
bales  they  carried.  v\ny  thing  approaching  lo 
a  real  connrxioD  with  a  land,  thai  hsa  alwaya 
scetneil  In  me  the  crcatioa  of  poetry  or  romancef 
giv<ii  HIV  the  greateil  delight ;  particuUrly  as  it 
is,  in  some  measure,  put  frithoiit  llie  reneli  of  an 
Europcao :  the  jealousy  of  the  gotemment  of 
Lahore  reodering  it  extremely  difficult  for  a  ler- 
vaat  of  the  East  India  Company  to  cross  (he 
Sutleje,  the  boundary  of  the  two  slates-  ^m 

No  description  of  buck  is  more  entertainingn 
or  more  vain,  than  a  MalionKtan  one;  and.  in 
trulli,  titey  have  much  more  in  their  outward 
finery  to  be  proud  of,  than  we  have  in  th« 
bcc-coloured  dress  of  Europe:  the  ca|MmMB 
of  tbrir  horses,  too,  are  so  superb  and  vartou 
that  they  have  «  great  fidd  for  exercising 
taste  upon  thcui. 

Wben  a  youth  of  family  is  fully  equipf 
aod  tnountcd  fur  the  course,    be  sliows  mc 
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pUnlr,  by  his  air  and  manner,  that  he  is,  in  hit 
owD  opinion,  all  in  all ;  th«  fiuhiottaf  his  turban 
■nd  the  curl  of  his  momttache,  ore  cvidiiitly  the 
Kkult  of  great  pains.  The  horac  is  covered 
with  oofttly  irappingA;  and  what  little  of  his 
Html  coat  can  be  Men,  is  aa  sleek  as  possible. 
ffis  tail  is  long  and  swvc^HDg,  and  his  maiie 
fUted  with  the  neatest  art,  having  points  of 
drcr  to  each  length,  to  keep  it  in  its  pUcc.  He 
» taught  to  caper,  to  turn,  and  to  plunge ;  and 
i*  axistanlly  excrdxeil  in  llH-fC  accompli sliments, 
frticulariy  when  in  a  crowd  ;  for  the  grout  um- 
(■tkn  MCTOS  to  Im',  as  witli  beaux  of  lina  «huwy 
aterior,  to  tttlraci  attention,  and  create  a  wnsa- 
tioo  ;  and,  as  the  scattered  foot-passengers  are 
Mm  flying  in  all  directions  before  him,  he  is  c»^ 
tan  to  attain  his  object 
It  would  seem  absurd,  if  a  stranger  vere  tu 
!  set  down  in  London,  and  describe  the  equi- 
'yap J.  as  they  puMcd  him.  I  find  I  am  doing 
lay  much  the  tame :  but  if  theordiiinry  scenes 
*CTT  like  the  proccssionson  a  coronation  day,  he 
■ight  be  jiutified.  Delhi,  at  this  time,  presents 
s  graad  a  spectacle  every  moment ;  ititd  wine 
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sUtitorisn  vMce,  roaring;  out  b  Ktring  or  high- 
tountling  lilK-ti,  generally  ending  witli  ihv  ito- 
potiiiig  line  of  "  C'oininander  of  leu  tlvoiiuind 
borse ! "  oonntantly  rings  in  the  ears,  while,  pro- 
bably, the  sum  total  of  his  cavalry  is  prancing 
about  him  at  the  timcf  tvo  or  thrve  hundred  at 
the  utmost. 

The  grejil  ceremony  of  n  State  viKit  ciniKisU  in 
an  intcrclisnge  uf  preacnU ;  the  pn>per  quantity 
or  expense  of  each  being  alivays  settled  previ- 
ously, according  to  the  rank  of  the  visitor.  To 
an  individual,  a  n>yal  introduction  is  rather  an 
extravagant  affair.  According  to  your  rank, 
yoLi  must  present,  on  making  your  bow,  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  gold,  whieli,  on  being  touclied  by 
th«  king,  a«  n  token  of  ncci-ptnncc,  is  borne  away 
by  aome  atlcndaiit  for  the  benefit  of  lite  "  privy 
purse."  Four  gold  inohur»,  nr  eight  pound* 
sterling,  were  the  price  of  xuvh  an  exhibition  to 
ine.  It  gains  the  pleasure  of  a  hasly  view  of  the 
court,  and  no  more ;  and  I  hope  it  is  no  offence 
to  the  majesty  of  Delhi  to  say,  that  it  is  scarcely 
W9ith  the  money.  If  a  soven-ign  be  too  much 
plagued  by  crowded  levies,  wluit  an  admirable 
mode  this  would  be  to  limit  the  attendance  t 
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After  (he  palace,  thv  most  ningiiificait  build* 
ing  is  thcJutDHUi  AluAJeed,  orpriadpa]  mu»(|ue. 
It  staodi  upon  a  rock,  aud  is  ascended  by  two 
fioe  flights  of  steps.  The  area  is  very  great* 
paved  in'lh  marble,  and  has  a  fish-pond  in  the 
centre,  supplied  with  wat^T  from  a  well  cut  out 
of  the  >olid  rock.  Towards  the  ea»t  ix  the  place 
of  prayer.  It  seems  to  be  generally  crowded  by 
beggars  and  travellers,  and  has  many  rcccAses 
round  it  in  whidt  ihey  can  obtain  shelter. 

The  tombs  in  Mahometan  couulrii'«  are  gene- 
rally deroted  to  the  use  of  trovellcr*,  as  aome- 
times  iIh-  porches  of  the  teniples  are,  No  other 
nation,  in  the  manner  tliat  theirs  has  <lune,  has 
cootrivcd  to  combine  charity  to  tlie  lining,  with 
a  monument  to  the  dead.  The  Maltometan»,  if 
Uiey  can  at  all  aRun)  that  eompUmenl  (o  the  de- 
parted, erect  tombs  over  every  one  of  their  rela- 
tiousi  from  the  simple  white  grave-stone,  with  a 
turban  at  the  bead  of  it,  to  ihenphitdid  mauso- 
leums iliat  now  lie  in  ruinH  on  the  banks  of  the 
Jumna.  Some  rich  men  generally  bequeath  a 
legacy,  to  sink  a  wi-U,  fonn  a  tank,  and  plant  a 
duster  of  trevft,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their 
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burial  grounds,  ss  if  to  attract  future  generationi 
to  viut  them,  that  the;  may  not  Fall  into  decay: 
indeed,  in  conaidmng  the  comforts  of  travellers, 
the  Mahometans  are  more  essentially  hospitable 
than  any  people  on  curth.  They  deem  it  very 
meritorious  to  bestow  their  wealth  on  useful 
works  for  the  benefit  of  their  fellow -crcatu res ; 
luu),  in  their  ideas,  none  can  bi*  of  greater  ad- 
vantage than  those  that  give  shelter,  and  tatitfj 
thirst,  in  a  scorching  climate.  The  many  excel* 
lent  tanks  about  a  city,  and  the  well*  through- 
out the  country,  are  generally  the  result  of  pri- 
vate charity.  On  (he  right  bank  of  the  Jumna, 
from  Agra  to  Delhi,  there  ia  a  well  at  every  ten 
or  fifteen  miles  apart,  made  at  the  expense  of  a 
beautiful  princess,  the  celebrated  Nour  Jehan,  I 
believe,  who  was  distressed  to  find  that  there 
was  so  little  comfort  for  poor  travellers  on  the 
route,  when  she  was  journeying,  upon  one  occa- 
non,  between  these  two  cities. 

The  great  adomer  of  Delhi  was  the  prince 
who  has  left  m>  splendid  a  trophy  of  his  loveoo 
the  shores  of  the  Jumna  at  Agra,  in  the  Tauje 
Mahal,  the  celebrated  Shah  Jehan.     He  built 
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the  principa)  mosque,  and  made  the  beautiful 
gardens  of  Shaljniar,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
aty,  the  waJl  of  which  he  also  erected,  with  its 
seven  gates.  The  gardens  of  Shalimar  were  the 
most  splendid  in  the  world,  and  are  said  to  have 
cost  a  million  of  money.  If  this  magni6cent 
prince  had  left  no  other  monument  behind  him 
than  the  glorious  one  to  thi-  beauty  of  hifl  wife, 
he  wouhl  have  been  sufficiently  a<]mired.  The 
effort  of  his  lore  is  never  likely  to  be  excelled, 
and  wliether  his  Nuiir  Jehan  was  the  most 
lovely  creature  in  the  world  or  not,  his  <]e(enni- 
nation  thai  her  tomb  should  never  be  rivalled  is 
Dot  likely  to  have  been  ma<le  in  vain.  In  every 
direction  within  the  limits  of  the  city  are  visi. 
ble,  gardens,  mosques,  palaces,  and  tombs,  in 
ruin,  and  falling  to  ruin ;  for  now  that  the  glory 
of  the  East  has  passed  into  other  hands,  the 
poftcrJty  of  tlioeo  who  oonsiffned  such  superb 
records  to  ttH-ir  care  cannot  aflord  to  keep  them 
in  repair. 

The  burial-grounds,  at  n  little  distsncc  from 
the  towns,   are  always  rouiaulically   situated; 
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■ometimes  the  tonibs,  overluoking  a  well-buill 
tank,  afTord  shelter  to  those  who  choose  to 
come  and  militate  oa  its  banks;  and  soroetioies 
entirely  covered  by  trees,  give  a  deeper  diade 
and  greater  quiet.  Mahometan  devotee*  are 
frequently  found  in  their  neighbourhoods  I 
met  ft  ninn  in  the  mosque  to-djiy,  who  hnd  earned 
a  subsistence  by  liftinj^  the  veil  off  the  tonib  of  a 
saint  at  Futlvh|><K>rSicra  when  any  great  person 
cantc  to  visit  il ;  for  this  piouit  ufBcc  he  received 
two  rupL-es  a  month,  but  liad  b^un  to  6nd  out 
it  was  n  tirewHiie  life,  however  meritorious,  and 
wa«  anxious  to  become  my  moonshee. 

Generally,  there  arc  no  inscriptions  ujjon  the 
stones,  but  when  they  do  occur,  they  etMisist  of 
well-selected  texta  from  the  Koran,  and  in  that 
rexpect  resembleourown  churchyards,  the  moral 
warnings  of  which,  I  have  »o  doubt,  are  as 
seldom  attended  with  advantage.  I  lutve  beard 
of  a  very  aimple  epitaph  on  a  tomb  to  Gonafa 
Ikgum,  a  prioccBS  celebrated  for  her  ulcnts, 
which  stands  Ui  the  midst  uf  a  gnrdeit  laid 
out  by  the  Emperor  Aurcfigxebe,  at  a  village  in 
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ibe  jvroTJnoe  of  Agra.  It  U  equal  to  Sterne's 
"  Alas !  poor  Yorick,"  and  much  before  it ;  it 
toay  dispule  prt-ccdcnoe  too  with  the  "Alas! 
poor  Yorick,"  of  HamU-t ;  it  is  simply  this ; 
•'  Alas  !  alas '.  Gonah  Begum  r 

The  Aiahometan  conquenirx  seem  to  have  pre- 
ferred thesboresof  the  Jumna  to  tht;  Gangn  for 
their  priocipal  cities,  and  ihvy  hiivc  vvvn  erected 
ooe  oo  Ibe  most  sacred  spot,  as  at  Alluhabiul. 
The  rite*  of  the  Hindoos,  however,  still  go  on, 
and  the  towns  arc  known  to  them  by  their  holy 
oamcfs  in  sfnle  of  the  liigh-sounding  ones  of  the 
faithful.  The  Hvcr,  although  nut  so  easily  na- 
vigated, is  pcrluip*  more  convenient  for  the 
purpose  tlian  the  Ganges,  from  its  being  less 
wide,  and  not  so  liable  lo  overflow  its  bank*. 


CHAPTER  III. 


Dcpiiita™   frnm   lirilii— Tlie  l'lo»Iinj[  Wr«iJi — DMcriptiaa 
of  abtautiful  Kouirsl,  wilh  tba  ttorj  of  Ettoricik 


Oh  the  let  of  April,  I  struck  tny  camp  in  the 
roynl  city,  and  poising  again  througli  thr  Cash- 
mere gntc,  procccdi-d  to  cross  tlte  rircr  to  Ibe 
left  iMnk  of  it.  The  boats  for  such  a  pnrpoae 
are  vwy  conniiient,  and  in  Honie  of  them, 
camels,  horsen,  goata,  sheep,  servants,  and  bag- 
gage, were  all  huddled  together.  In  travelling 
in  this  country  we  make  a  most  patriarchal  ap- 
pearance ;  and  although  the  roods  liavc  but  little 
to  interest  ui  in  our  progress,  with  so  numerous 
and  Ko  motlcj  a  part;  «*?  are  never  likely  to  be 
at  a  loss  for  amusemml.  It  i*  singular  how 
•oon  you  are  in  perfect  retiremetil  after  ijuitting 


DBFAKTOSE    FROM    DBLRI. 


m 


I 


I 

I 


tbp  walls  of  the  cilj,  and  )t  it)  ttiv  same  with  ro 
gard  to  every  town  in  the  country.  There  it 
tM  suburb  witliout  the  waUk,  nnd  you  mij;)it 
fancy  you  were  drawing  towards  n  de»ert«l 
dty  till  within  the  gates,  when  you  are  aa  nud- 
donly  in  tlw  midat  of  crowd  and  activity  as  if 
yoii  had  dropped  into  a  bcc-hive. 

On  )itep{nng  out  of  the  boat,  I  ob*ervi-d  a 
WTTOlh  uf  flowers  that  hnd  been  driven  to  the 
bank  by  the  eunrnt ;  on  attempting  to  pick  it 
up,  I  fuund  that  it  vras  ntlacltcd  to  a  little  rafi 
thai  had  been  upfld.  Kemeniberiiig  the  cuHtom 
of  lite  Hindoo  women,  when  their  lovers  are 
abaeiit,  which  has  been  alluded  to  by  Moore  in 
lb«  proae  part  of  hia  "  I.alla  Itookb,"  I  conjee 
luml  immediately  that  some  forlorn  damsel  liad 
been  driven  to  despair  by  the  shipwreck  of  all 
her  hopes, in  the  frail  bflrk  before  me.  It  if  too 
tDleretttng  an  event,  in  the  absence  of  «>thi'r  ad- 
renttires,  to  pass  over  <jiiickly,  and  I  have  dc- 
termined  to  take  advantage  of  it  in  dexcribing  a 
wremoay,  supposed  looriginate  in  stich  n  cuHtom, 
which  I  witnessed  not  long  ago  near  the  city  of 
Moonhedabad.    Cards  of  invitation  wen-  issued 
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by  the  Nuwaub  to  all  the  servants  of  the  garern- 
mctit  in  the  neighlwurhood  of  his  puUcc.  of 
which  the  following,  to  m)'$elf>  may  serve  a«  a 
Kpccimen : 

"Mom  tiinftvalaniSIr;  A* AMgln t^ joar (nmit ; 
V>  yna  1 
"Tbs  uiiaua  wish  I  TmI  ta  IM  jw  luipi— *  >U  •<• 
pKHiodi  in  wriling.  The  doiin)  of  my  bout  a,  tbM  j«ii  vilt 
coma  inlo  tUo  Ton  on  (ba  onning  of  Fridajr  ornl.  w  lb« 
monlb  of  Hufur  Mooaurur.  uiJ  pnitak*  of  »n  MtUrtMIMMri 
■nil  tupparil  Ji  toj  iot*Dtion  to  gi**-    Malio  id*  bi^ipjl 

"  May  joai  bopa*  (Imjr*  bv  grMi6*4 1*' 


This  invitation  was  written  upon  beautifully 
glazotl  paper  sprinkled  with  golden  Klarji,and  wdl 
perfumed  with  attar  of  row.it.  It  does  not  often 
fall  to  my  lot  to  be  invited  in  «uch  flowery  terms 
and  I  place  great  store  by  the  rt>y«l  mandate.  1 
went  up  in  the  morning  by  the  river,  and  pasaii^ 
the  city,  v)HiUtitl)cpre]iaralions  for  the  ceremony 
—a  peep  beltind  the  curtain  whieli,  in  matters  of 
oriental  finery, had  better  be  avoided.  By  night, 
and  at  a  disUnce,  as  every  thing  is  constructed 
for  cSvct,  such  »cei>ca  have  a  most  impoMng  ap- 
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IfMannce,  and  tbe  person  wlin  can  look  nt  theni 
without  ihinkiDg  of  fairies  and  geiiii  must  be  wo> 
fully  matlcr-of^facl  indeed-  I  fancierl  I  wu«oi)joy< 
ing  sonic  fcFlivaJ  in  the  best  da^s  of  Bagdad  or 
DamsKUS.  Tbe  pipes,  the  carpets,  the  ottoinann, 

I'tfao  dancing  girls,  all  onnbiiwd  to  favour  the 

fbelier. 

About  eight  o'clock  at  night  I  left  my  boat 

'  at  a  ghaut  in  fnnt  of  the  palace.    In  a  clear 

'  space  on  one  aide  of  it  Mveral  tents  were 
pitched,  very  gaily  decorated  and  britlianlty  illu- 
mtRntnl.  Many  uf  the  company  had  aititciiihled 
here,  and  thr  dntidng  and  singing  had  coni- 

LvmocmI:  tlicNuvaubhimM-irwasjuBt descended 
fnmi  an  ivory  Utter,  cushioned  with  crimson 
velfTt  and   fringed   with   gold:    large  golden 

I  taiaeU  hung  from  the  comers  of  the  pillows,  and 
k  poles  which  rested  on  the  Uioulders  of  his 
urtcrs  were  similarly  adorned.  A  hand- 
somcly  dressed  servant  bore  a  large  umbrella  of 
stlTor  tissue  above  hit  head :  iu  handle  was  of 
gold  and  titc  stick  was  ivory  and  silver.     Many 

[sct^-anta,  bearing  fttickii  of  silver  aitd  gold,  pre- 
ceded him,  amiing  wIhiui  were  xoine  whose  duty 
it  wa»  to  proclaim  his  titU-s,  a  cvrcnwny  that 
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was  performed  at  inlcrvnls  throughout  the  enter- 
tainmenl.  He  Ux>k  his  seal  in  a  bandinnic 
chair  at  the  head  of  thi;  clumibc,  when  be  re- 
ceived a  richly  gemmed  hookah,  pUccd  before 
him  on  a  green  velvet  carpet,  »plrndidly  em- 
broidered with  gold.  His  mouth-piece  glittered 
with  diamonds,  and  his  fingers  thonr  with  ame- 
thyftU  nud  rubies.  The  perwn  upon  whid)  all 
this  linery  was  lavished,  was  short,  Ul  made,  and 
(■oul  black ;  Itc  had  the  features  of  a  negro,  and 
posftesHt^d  neither  digniljr  of  nianner  nor  an  easy 
address;  hiH  exprenidon  way  owrse  aiK)  sensual: 
his  eye  without  intelligence,  and  his  whole  cp. 
pearance  denoted  any  thing  but  one  of  "  gvntle 
blood." 

The  floor  was  spread  with  a  Turkey  carpel. 
and  European  couches  and  chairs  were  placed 
around.  The  poles  of  the  tent  were  dresaed 
with  flowers,  and  lights  hung  in  festoona  fram 
one  to  the  other.  Tlie  dancing  girls,  with  their 
asM&lanis,  the  musicians,  (if  I  dare  give  Ihem  that 
name.)  were  scattered  in  groups  about  the  place. 
In  cTCry  direction  was  heard  the  tinkling  of  their 
silver  ornaments  as  they  moved  in  slow  and 
graceful  nrdc*,  and  at  every  point  were  seen 
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thdr  Tftrivgaled  fnfinR  gently  waving  likr  a  gar< 
dm  of  tulipd  before  ibv  "  sweet  toulli."  Tbcjr 
were  dreMnl  in  little  Jackets  of  white,  opeo  nt 
the  booocQ  and  hanging  luosely  over  the  hi|)», 
with  a  pair  of  silken  troweets,  red,  or  more  trc' 
quentljr  of  plaid,  of  various  bright  coloun,  made 
extremely  wide  and  almost  concealing  their  feet, 
which,  "  like  little  mice  peeped  in  and  out,"  each 
toe  urnaroenlcd  with  a  silver  ring,  hung  round 
with  little  soundtDg  beads.  Upon  their  ancle» 
were  large  circles  of  silver  with  the  tame  pen- 
dents, which  are  generally  ultactiecl  lo  all  ttu-ir 
decorvtioiw,  and  on  which  ttiey  exerctte  much 
ingenuity  to  make  tliem  chiutc  with  their  mo- 
tions. A  re<l  gauxc  petticoat  with  a  (h>cp  binding 
of  Hirer,  made  so  large  as  to  hang  in  many 
fold*,  was  fastcoed  round  llic  waist  by  a  silver 
curd  with  large  tasfcls  nl  tlic  ends  of  it,  and  a 
scarlet  or  green  drapery  or  vmI,  with  borders  of 
stlrer  or  golden  fringe,  pnsung  over  tlie  bead 
and  falling  across  the  booom,  hung  in  a  point  to 
ibc  ground.  From  behind  this  screen  tlicy  per- 
fonned  all  the  "  cociuelteric"  of  their  dances, 
wktdl  indeed  is  all  the  dance  seems  designed  for ; 
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covering  the  face  with  it  at  odc  moment,  the 
hi»d  lumrd  with  a  langui»liing  air  on  oae  tdde. 
then  drawing  it  nwuy  willi  an  ardi  smile,  sod 
darting  the  ginncrs  of  their  dark  eye*  full  upon 
you.  After  coming  forward  a  little  diiaanoe. 
their  arms  moving  gracefully  in  concord  with 
their  feet  in  a  species  of  "  glissade,"  for  all  their 
steps  arc  sliding,  they  sink  suddenly  and  make 
the  prettiest  pirouette  imagioahlc;  their  loose 
petticoat  thrown  by  a  quick  turn  out  of  its  folds, 
and  bonic  down  by  the  weight  of  its  border,  cn> 
drclcs  lliein  like  a  hoop;  they  gently  round  their 
arms,  afTi-ct  to  cxmccal  their  faces  behind  their 
screens  of  gauze,  and  then  rising,  bridle  tip  their 
necks,  as  conscious  ihnt  they  had  completely 
overcome  yoti ;  tlieir  eyelids  are  always  touched 
with  antimony,  which  adds  very  much  to  the 
languor  of  ihi-ir  expn-wion.  They  have  armlets 
al)ove  the  elbow,  and  bracelelK  from  the  wrist  to 
where  the  arm  bi-gin«  to  swell;  around  their 
necks  are  innumerable  necklaces ;  a  golden  clasp 
with  drops  to  it  is  fastened  to  a  lock  of  hair 
which  hangs  down  the  forehead  and  nearly  joins 
the  brows;  a  small  round  piece  of  dark  enamel 
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tudcled  villi  spangles  is  prv«M-d  upon  the  diri- 
[■ion  of  the  pyebrows ;  n  large  nnf^  with  n  Hnall 
fie«rel  in  it  hangs  froin  on«  of  tbfir  nostril;,  rcach- 
[ing  nearly  to  the  chin  ;  ibey  have  rings  in  ihcir 
fears  ind  on  their  fingers,  snd  a  small  mirror 
I  about  an  inch  in  diameter  attached  to  a  thumb- 
I  ring,  complrtrs  their  nduranients.  Their  naib, 
llxith  on  the  toes  and  lingers,  are  stained  a  pink- 
t(sh  colour  with  the  juice  of  the  henna. 

The  musicians  who  accoD)i>any  thettc  dancing 
\  girls  are  a  dehauclted  looking  set  of  fetlovrs,  «  ho 
■  bent  the  tom-tom  and  play  on  the  most  common 
[Hitidoo  viol.  They  stand  in  a  row  behind  the 
tdanccn,  and  iwt  content  with  their  instnimenlnl 
iBoiw,  vociferate  with  all  their  might  in  concert 
\  vith  it.  TIk  singing  of  the  women  woa  lament- 
[  ftbl«  enough ;  the  great  merit  seemed  to  be  who 
[could  thout  loude«t,  and  an  equal  were  their 

talents  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  adjudge  the 
Iprtse.  With  the  exception  of  the  wdl  known 
^Perrian  air,  "  Tausa  hii  Tama,  Nu»  hu  nuo." 

,  ihey  have  very  few  gocKl  nmg*.  They  powers 
,  auch  admirable  lungs  that  they  are  able  to  con- 
jtiaue  without  diminutioo  through  a  king  night; 

VOU    I.  ■ 
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^^^^        their  screeching  notes  brvnk  in  upon  all  coover- 
^B  saiion,  unci  cnmc  upon  the  tciue  willi  so  little 

^B  hitrmony,  that  it  is  difiicull  to  avoid  rushing  into 

^1  the  (trcct  with  hoth  your  hancU  to  your  can — an 

^P  iK-tion  which  I  detcctcJ  mjit'If  pcrfornitng  much 

-  more  frcqufntly  tiian  iny  |Mhl(-i)CA»ju«tificd. 

About  twelve  o'clock  it  was  announced  that 
the  festival  was  to  Iiegin,  (hat  thv  Rltrarcr  woi 
ahoul  to  he  launched  ;  wu  adjouroc*)  in  conse- 
quence to  the  palace.  It  it  Mituattil  close  to  ttM> 
bank  of  the  river  Bhaghimthi,  a  very  holy  branch 
of  the  Ganges,  which  breaks  (>irfn>m  it  at  a  place 
called  Cossy,  about  forty  niilen  above  Mvnrshcda- 
bad,  and  mixing  with  the  Jellinghy,  Howh  jmuI 
this  city  and  Iloogly;  there  adopting  it&itanH!,il 
runs  by  Calcutta  to  the  sea. 

The  palace  has  two  stories  <u>d  in  the  verao- 
dab  of  the  upper  ofw  «re  assembled  to  witncM 
one  of  the  prettiest  aghts  I  ever  beheld.  The 
oppoisite  side  of  the  river  was  lined  by  a  wall  of 
bamboo,  having  towers  at  its  flanks,  and,  at  inter- 
vals  between  them,  they  «'ere  illuminated  with 
many  lamps  of  the  tale,  stained  with  a  variety  of 
colours  for  the  purpose ;  it  was  iutetulcd  lo  re- 
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pmcnt  A  Tortress,  aiwl  rockets  w<tc  ocrasjonaljy 
thrown  frum  iL      The  side  on  which  ihi?  palacr 
ituod  man  a\ao  iliuminatetl,  and  lu  the  fireworks 
were  let  ofl'  tliey  liirew  tJa-ir  light  upon  many 
tlKHiaand  spectators.     The  river  is  here  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  broad, 
^b  .A  loud  shout   suddenly  drew  our  attention 
to  a   ^mt   aborv  tlic  stream,  where  the  rirer 
makes  a  f^raceful  wind  to  the  rif^ht  hand,  widen- 
ing till  it  approaches  tite  pidncc.     A  number  of 
■ttaD  lighh  covered  the  surfaoc  of  the  water, 
io  which  the  populace  womed  to  take  ;^et  in- 
lerwt :  ihey  were  on  Ultle  floats  about  a  Toot 
square,  aod  more  numerous  than  can  be  ima- 
giaed.     W^ien  they  flowed  near  enough,  we  pcr- 
MJ*«d  ihcy  were  decorated   with  flowers.     At 
length  a  largv  raft,  nearly  occupying  the  breath 
^■if  the  strvam,  made  its  appearance,   and  was 
^Btttiled  with  a  deafening  acclamation ;  it  was  u 
^Bury  palace,  and  I  attributed  its  erection  to  the 
— ^      Aladdin  had  been  rubbing  his  wonderful 
The  raft  was  composed  of  plantain  trees 
tof^bcr;  it    formed  a  square  xiirnHmded 
by  tt  waQ :   in  the  centre  of  each  face  was  a 
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nilgnificent  gate  maJe  of  rarioiM  eolouRd  uie, 
and  an  richly  illuminated  aa  to  «vhibit  more  bun 
llian  the  rainliow ;  at  each  angle  «ctv  '■'K' 
lowen  similarly  made  and  lightn) ;  on  Ibe  top* 
of  ihe  wail  were  pale  blue  lights,  and  lamp*  of 
all  colours  hung  in  festooos  about  it;  in  tbe 
centre  rose  a  splendid  stniclure  also  of  talc,  re- 
sembling a  Chinese  pagoda  in  its  sKape,  and  to 
briUiantly  lit,  that  it  would  be  impossiblr,  un- 
leas  all  the  colours  of  nature  could  be  wroitgfat 
into  one  picture,  to  portray  it.  On  passing  the 
palace  many  rockets  were  thrown  from  it,  which 
were  returned  by  the  fririress  on  the  other  side: 
an  inlrrclmngc  of  fireworks  was  thus  kept  up 
for  tcunt:  liim-,  that  might  have  passed  for  a  mi- 
mic engagement.  The  ton>-tonis  and  Ihe  sing- 
ing  roac  (o  the  hif^hrsl  pitch,  and  almost  drown. 
ed  Ihe  loud  huzzaing  of  the  people. 

A  turn  in  l)w  river  in  about  ten  minutes  con* 
cealed  the  magic  building  from  our  view,  and  il 
nemed  lo  unk  as  »u<ldenly  as  it  had  ariw-n-  I 
Imtc  heard  sevi-rol  origins  for  tlie  ct- rvmony ; 
but  as  doctors  differ,  I  may  vrnturelo  adopt  tbe 
one  that  pleasca  me  must.     It  happened  while 
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Kime  HindcHi  beauli«s  were  pnurtising  the  pretty 
'  node  of  fortune- telling,  the  allusion  to  which 
i  Inl  mr  into  the  description   I  haw  just  com- 
plcied,  that  (he  king  of  Bengal  waa  crowing  the 
Inver  to  his  poUure,  which  was  considerably  b«- 
low  the  pcHitioD  they  had  chosen  to  watch  the 
I  VMada  of  their  destinies,  his  boat  upset,  and 
I  being  an  expert  strimmcr,  he  wsa  able  tor  some 
I  time  to  keep  himself  above  water.     It  was  so 
dark,  however,  that  after  many  fruitless  searches 
far  their  master,  hit  ntU-mlants  gave  him  up  to 
I  the  Gatigrs.     They  could  not  m«-,  and  were  ri>> 
{'luraing  hon»e  to  lantent   t)>c  Iohk  of  the  king, 
when  suddenly  the  rirer  ap)>eare(l  illuminatetl, 
,  mod  the  K-rvanla  t>chi-Id  him  in  the  last  effortit 
of  his  clmigth.     A  number  of  little  light*  werv 
fluKting  safely  down  the  stream,  protnijjng  hap- 
filiiMi  to  all  parlies;  for  the  king  was  rescued, 
and  the  damads  received  a  favourable  omen, 
from  the  steady  progress  of  their  barks.    In  gra- 
titude U>  the  custom  that  thus  saved  his  life,  the 
king  established  the  b«-autiful  ceremony  uf  the 
Bborvr,  for  that  is  the  name  which  it  has  t«- 
eciTtfd. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Mount — Tho  Haitum  Suaino— A  Nuitcb — FirawaAa — 
Pr«piring  !■>  inmh — Sbhim  in  n  Cwnp — Tha  SJck  MisMT 
—A  CbolvriB  Tnrcllw — Soraa  worda  of  TliMm*  mi 
Thwring—  Elvpliuuu—  II  oraM— Smoldng. 

Without  passing  any  pUcc  of  importancr 
worthy  of  notice,  I  arrivcul  on  the  Snd  of  April. 
in  MetTiit,  from  which  place  1  hod  net  out  for 
Delhi,  the  l«rg<?»t  luiUtiiry  station  in  Upper  Iiw 
din.  livrc  cviTy  thinf;  is  too  like  Enghmd  to  re- 
quire dt.>»«:ription.  The  houK-s  arc  all  vxraUml. 
lh«re  is  much  ngrwuble  wxirty,  and  the  cli- 
mate, foraix  months,  a*  delightful  as  can  bed»> 
sired :  balls,  pitiy»,  and  races,  farm  the  amuac- 
tuents,  and  are  always  admirably  managed,  and 
continue  uninterruptedly  throughout  the  cold 
weather.  The  lovers  of  tlie  drama  are  not  al- 
ways able  to  see  feminine  softness  dcpictetl  in  a> 
touching  a  manner   as  they  may  wisli ;  for  it 
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<ineo  happens  that  Lydia  Langiiiih  posscsMs 
ibe  dimensions  uf  a  grenadier,  and  the  Ronico, 
who  must  bcsr  his  gigantic  Juliet  Trom  the 
tomb,  iliould  hnrc  the  strength  of  Hercules  at 
least 

The  great  julvanla^  of  this  itAlion  over  those 
beltnr  it  i»  in  the  exei-ll<-nev  of  its  gardens.  At 
Ihia  waton  of  tlie  year  strawlK-rrivK,  grapes  and 
peadies  arc  ripe  and  in  great  plenty ;  the  ftirmer 
grow  here  perhaps  hclter  than  in  any  part  of 
tndia,  and  I  think  fully  as  wi-11  as  in  Europe. 
The  favourable  Kasou  for  them  lieing  but  short, 
it  is  not  easy  to  have  a  succession,  and  as  ihty 
are  all  ripe  within  n  few  days  of  eacb  other, 
many  of  them  mutit  be  loat 

The  military  cantonment  is  some  distam.-e 
from  the  native  city,  and  is  spread  over  a  targe 
eni  of  ground.  All  ground  the  eountry  is  a 
perfect  pUin.  A  very  handsome  church,  ihr 
bungalows  of  the  officers,  surruitnded  hy  gar- 
dtna,  and  occaidimally  sliruliberies,  with  the  bar- 
racks of  the  men,  are  the  only  objects  that  ap- 
|iear  on  its  surface. 

The  principal  building  between  tho«eoceupied 
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^^H  by  the  troops  &nd  the  city,  is  the  residence  of 
H  the  Begum  Sumroo,  a  most  celebrated  and 
extraordinary  lady.  She  is,  I  believe,  eighty 
years  of  age,  and  in  po6se»^on  of  more  acuteneas 
of  intellect,  and  readiness  of  action,  than  any 
woman  ever  enjoyed.  She  was  in  her  youth  a 
celebrated  beauty,  and  s  dancing  girl  at  Patna, 
when  she  captivated  a  Swiss  adventurer  in  the 
native  aervice,  whgsc  name  has  been  cotrupted 
into  Sumroo.  She  has  been  the  principal  actress 
in  many  a  strange  scene,  and  on  more  oecasiont 
than  oi>e  has  placed  hcrcself  at  the  head  of  ber 
troops  to  lead  them  into  action.  Many  of  the 
stories  told  of  her  are  so  terrible,  that  I  hope 
they  may  be,  if  not  quite  false,  very  greatly 
exaggerated.  She  obtained  to  gnat  an  ia> 
fluence  over  ber  husband,  that  be  swore 
would  never  survive  her.  and  if  any  acddcnt 
should  cauiK  her  death,  the  moment  it  wa* 
reported  to  him  should  Ite  his  lost,  for  he  would 
instantly  put  nn  end  to  himself.  Shcdctermined 
to  take  advantage  of  the  oath  her  fasdnationa 
had  drawn  from  him,  and  being  anxious 
get  rid  of  him,  drove  him  to  commit  suicide^ 
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In  ibe  courseof  a  march  that  they  were  making 
logiether  at  the  head  of  their  army,  her  palan- 
quin being  some  distance  behind  his,  &l)e  desired 
xxnc  of  her  p<7n])lv  to  mrrouiid  her  and  bur&t 
iaio  loud  lunii-ntntion»,  while  she  directed  others 
f  to  niah  in  a  frantic  manner  towards  her  hu&band, 
waving  a  blootiy  »cfflrr,  and  cry  out,  "  Thv  Sc- 
gum  i«  dead  !  nhe  hiw  killed  hcrM-If !  The  Bo 
Hgum  la  dead!"  Tlie  iinfortunuKi  liiiKltuiKl  no 
•oof>cr  heard  it  than  he  put  his  rash  vow  intu  ex- 
ccutiun.  Wlien  the  Uegum  leamt  that  he  hail 
lltlled  himsejf,  she  rose  frxmi  her  palanquin,  and 
[Biountingon  hcvwback,  galloped  up  to  her  troops 
jaod  desred  them  to  obey  her,  for  Sumroo  was  no 
IBoce! 

She  i«  a  *eTy  diminutive  figure,  and  does  not' 
[bear  muchof  hereomiiuuidingdispo^tiun  in  her 
'^outward  appearance.  She  mixes  a  great  di-al  in 
the  aodety  of  the  Europeans,  and  is  in<lfed  a 
H  ChristJaji.  She  has  built  a  haa<lsome  church  nt 
Stnfhana,  the  capita]  of  her  territory,  and  keeps 
a  Boman  Catholic  pric%t,  an  Italian,  in  her 
bcnuehold.  I  do  not  think  his  situation  likely 
to  be    very  agreeable;    for  I  understand  she 
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not  long  ago  discharged  his  predecessor  for 
jircsuming  to  censure  some  crime  that  she  bad 
committed. 

On  occasions  of  ceremony  she  is  always  pr» 
sent,  and  is  handed  down  to  dinner  or  to  supper 
by  the  highest  officer  (^  the  party  ;  aod  if  one 
might  venture  to  caricature  so  august  a  proce». 
sion,  it  would  afford  no  bad  subject.  A  womsa 
of  little  more  than  four  feet  high,  considerably 
bent  by  age,  with  a  plain  white  muslin  scarf 
about  her  shouldi-rs  and  in  a  pair  of  silk  irow- 
Krs,  leaning  on  Ibe  unn  uf  u  spKiididly  dreaaed 
figure,  surrounded  by  his  brilliant  slali',  forms 
as  ludicrous  a  contrast  as  can  \k  imagined, 

A  fi-vr  nlglitK  ogii  nhe  gave  a  mngniliccoi  en- 
terlainnH'iil,  at  which  a  supper  was  laid  out  in 
tratts  in  h«r  ground,  imd  fireworks  were  ex- 
hibited whde  we  sat  at  table.  The  aniuscnieDts 
within  the  house  were  the  singing  und  dancing 
of  the  native  women ;  lliey  were  in  grratitf 
number  than  I  ever  had  the  nmfurtune  to  sci- 
thcm  before ;  there  were  parties  of  them  in 
every  room,  nnd  in  ooc  particularly,  wtiich  was 
not  htrgvr  lluin  twenty  feet  squsrCt  not  le*»  than 
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fifty  «ere  collect^  at  one  rime,  anging  iii  ccm- 
cert  in  a  frightful  manoer.  The  niuuc  of  a 
forge  with  a  ihouaand  hammern  at  work  wouM 
be  delightful  hannony  compared  to  these  Menefi. 
The  first  bunt  of  fireworks  causes  the  greatest 
confusion.  The  visitors  generally  leave  their 
equipages  in  charge  of  their  wrA'atits,  slan<ling 
in  the  compound,  as  an  enclosed  spnce  Is  termed 
in  Bengal.  The  natives,  always  indiffi'rent  to  the 
future,  fall  asleep  and  leave  the  homes  to  lalte' 
can;  of  themselves.  The  first  flash  sets  thciii  ofl" 
in  rvvry  direction ;  hom-s,  gigs,  and  carnages, 
whh  elephants  and  palanquins,  are  at  oocc  hurled 
into  the  most  inextricable  mass;  the  horws  di<-' 
lightnl  with  their  liberty,  «h(>w  it  in  figliting, 
thrir  alirill  neighs  giving  awliblc  inlelligencw  of 
ihtir  wnrlilcc  occuiwtjon. 

The  gitxim*,  rotised  by  the  uproar,  run  half 
mad  about  the  ground*,  bellowing  to  the  utmost 
uf  their  strength.  Thi«  din  cannot  f^il  to  call 
tbvir  maitters  to  the  scene,  who  rush  forth  scold- 
ii^  Kid  Itoating  every  unfortutiJitc  fellow  that 
falls  in  their  way.  The  firework*  ttill  go  on, 
cntclcert,  >quibs  and  rockets  shtwrting  through 
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the  confusion.  Tlie  Isdies  at  length  are  drawo 
into  the  riot,  and  while  the  whole  scene  is  lit  up 
by  the  exhibition  still  in  active  play,  instead  of 
meeting  far  amusement,  it  seems  as  if  some  ter- 
rible calamity  had  called  the  inhabitants  to  one 
spot  to  perish  in  the  flames. 

It  is  a  long  time  before  order  is  restored, 
it  frequently  happens  that  some  of  the  boms 
haw  quietly  reliiructl  home  of  their  own  accord 
leaving  their  iiiaAtcrs  to  get  out  of  the  fire  oi 
they  can. 

On  the  3rd  of  April,  baring  despatched  my 
tents  prcviouiily  to  the  city  of  MujutufTer-nuggur, 
I  set  off  touarda  the  fair  of  lltirdwitr.  As  no- 
thing can  be  done  in  the  East  without  talking, 
9o  from  the  violent  manner  in  which  that  is 
done,  every  thing  appears  to  create  confusioo. 
The  Minple  matter  of  loading  camels,  which  the 
men  engaged  in  have  been  exercising  all  their 
liveii,  seems  to  give  them  as  much  difficulty  in 
the  outlet  of  a  journey  as  if  they  had  never  be- 
fore attempted  it.  One  or  two  of  my  cuoda 
were  rather  young,  and  required  more  atteotioo 
than  usual   perhaps,  and  by  the  uncomfortable 
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na  they  ditptayMj  at  titeir  burtliens,  I 
expected  to  see  my  guodn  strewing  the  psib  on 
my  way  to  llie  lint  (iuy''ii  encaniptnent. 

The  beginning  wiu  attended  with  a  diitasicr 
that  did  not  [»re>niiu  mtich  better.  It  was  with 
Muue  trouble  that  the  drivers  succeeded  in  tnak- 
ing  the  caiDtl  kneel  to  n-ceive  its  load ;  two  large 
Cttcs  were  mspcndcd  on  each  side,  and  on  their 
topa*  across  the  animal's  back,  was  a  coup  full  of 
poultry :  as  If  that  were  not  enough,  the  servants 
bad  swung  pots,  pans,  atid  gridirons  around  its 
oecl(  and  about  iti  lliinkx.  Wlieii  it  arow,  the 
jtogling  motion  of  tl>e  kitchen  afioirs,  with  tiK 
cackling  of  the  poultry,  seemed  to  usttMiisli  it  not 
a  tittle.  It  ttiriiftt  out  its  long  neck,  aiKJ  look- 
ing pitcouftly  for  anustauce,  set  ofT  at  a  canter, 
with  tm  times  Ibe  uoim;  that  liad  frightened  it 
bdbre.  Tlw  uproar  might  well  have  confounded 
a  noro  proctiitcd  and  discreet  unimal.  Endea- 
vouring to  pass  under  a  tree,  an  1  anticiiiated. 
tbe  whole  load  came  to  t)ie  ground,  with  t)i< 
exception  of  the  hen-coop,  whicli  stuck  in  the 
braocbes ;  and  having  some  of  its  bars  broken, 
liberated  its  prisooers.    A  general  )>unuit,  with 
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ihe  uraa)  shouting  upon  stich  occasions,  took 
place  itnmvdiately,  and  it  was  some  time  brforc 
all  tlio  runaways  were  caltected.  Once  mam 
arrangitl,  liowcrcr,  they  proceeded  on  their  way, 
and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  3rd  I  arrived  ot  the 
cam|>,  wliich  was  pitched  in  a  fine  clump  of  trees 
on  the  rif;)it  of  the  road,  and  within  sight  of  the 
town  of  Mu/KufTcT-Dug^r. 

A  large  party  were  assembled  here  on  their 
way  to  the  Ilurdwar,  and  it  pn-sented  a  bu«y 
M:nie,as  such  an  encnnipment  always  don.  At 
the  further  end  of  the  lope  jn  which  wc  halted, 
is  a  tribe  of  nalivi;  horse-deali;rii,  who  have  been 
leading  their  animals  thrutigh  tlic  country  for 
sale,  and  are  now  on  tlH-ir  way  to  the  annua] 
mart.  They  take  advantage  of  our  iicifrlibour- 
hood  to  show  off  their  cattle,  hut  withnut  any 
socceaa.  It  is  not  an  cnwy  matter  to  make  a  good 
bargain  with  these  gentry  ;  they  po«ess  tricks 
that  our  jockies  would  never  ileviae,  I  remember 
a  pony  being  brought  into  our  camp  for  sale,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Cawnporc,  and  it  appeared 
■o  gentle  that  K-veral  were  anxious  to  purchase 
it:  it  was  tried  by  every  one,  and  in  every  way, 
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and  vu  pronotinced  the  mofit  tractable  of  his 
racc^  It  van  bought,  and  in  two  days  afterwnrdB 
there  i*ax  not  a  man  tn  the  camp  that  cuuld  ride 
it.  It  bad  been  dru^ed  with  opium,  and  al- 
though the  most  wicked  and  obstinate  creature 
that  I  ever  saw,  the  dow  that  had  been  admi- 
nistered to  it  had  pcrft-ctly  subdued  its  vice  for 
the  tiiuc.  An  eitcampment  in  India  is  so  pii> 
tuiesque  a  scene  that  it  is  impossible  to  refrain 
from  attempting  to  deseribt  it. 

On  the  4Ui  wc  cofK'luded  our  (tuy's  march 
within  •ighl  of  the  city  of  Deobund,  and  tlie 
•pot  we  sek'Cled  to  pitch  our  tvnti  upon  wut 
by  the  side  of  a  clear  basin  of  water  beneath  tlie 
shelter  of  some  very  lar^|icepul  trees;  ntalittle 
distanec  frum  our  grotind  arc  several  avenues  of 
trees  as  regularly  pliu]ied  u»  if  tliey  had  formed 
the  walks  of  some  garden  whose  beauty  has  now 
passed  away.  In  the  branches  are  many  birds, 
amoag  which  the  clattering  of  the  parrot  prc- 
doniiiiates:  fur  in  u  wild  »tn(e,  as  well  as  in  a 
ctvilizcd  one,  they  seem  to  have  imm:  to  say  than 
any  of  the  company  they  bapp^-n  to  be  among. 
There  are  a  few  tombs  enclosed  by  a  low  wall. 


ing 


rscAMnwrr  vt  ixbu. 

■cmrij  ooneaM  bjr  trcn  and  the  rarioiu 
i  «f  crwpw  in  flovtr,  tlut  vmd  in  aU  di- 
A  (c«  faquirs  ^■*'™g  oa 
the  road  to  Hnrdwar,  gn  attiog  «lif«fti*lHf 
villfa  the  thadow,  and  aomc  of  mj  fbUoven, 
wbo  meditate  dining  id  nlitudr,  are  koeadinj^ 
tbcncakcsand  fciadKag  tbnr  fim  dose  by  tbcdr 
■des ;  an  opttatioo  thai  mast  he  tcJmblT  trying 
to  their  cgartaacj,  if  fasting  should  happen 
ht  in  tba  ctfripgnr  of  ihctr  Htf-mortificBtioas. 
Hr  «iipk>ala  and  cainds  are  in  pnsMiion  ■ 
the  STtnocs,  the  fotiner  engaged  in  vhinkiRg  tl>r 
fiia  from  their  bodiM,  with  branches  that  tbcji^H 
vave  around  tbnn,  with  their  trunks  -,  the  latter,  ^^ 
■f  ^tirtt  a*  prwb**!  crouching  on  all  (van  in 
thcKi^|«larporitiaBtheY generally lieio.    Many 
fins  arv  Uacng,  and  saTourr  tneascs  are  seeding 
their  steams  through  the  air.    From  tbc  great 
variety  of  castes  and  tribes  into  wliicfa  our  fol> 
lowers  are  divided,  the  dinner  parties  axe  a*        | 
mnierous  as   in   the  caCee^wm  of  a  modern        | 
thib-bouse,  aod  without  the  rold  formality  of        i 
the  liiil*  ubUT*.     Groups  of  three  or  four  an 
acattcnd  about,    prepahi^  or   enjoytDg  their 
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wnplo  meaU:  lh«  Hindoos  with  their  brnss 
Is  of  vnlcr  by  their  sides,  tJjeir  heiulit  hare, 
and  their  bodies  naked,  their  oonslant  mode  of 
draugf  or  rather  undressing,  for  dinner,  are 
beadng  out  their  dough  with  their  fists,  and 
exerting  themselves  in  the  work  ns  if  ihc  power 
uf  eating  their  cakes  dejivnded  U[>on  the  exer- 
die  they  take  in  the  oookvrv. 

In  the  Dcigtibourhood  of  tin-  horses,  which  arc 
pic^ueted  in  lines  bcoi-ath  (he  shadows  of  the 
distant  trees,  the  grooniB  are  engaged  in  their 
rrpists,  while  the  Ihlahoinvtiin  servants,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  attend  to  the  meals  of  their  masters, 
arc  busily  cKcupicd  in  preparing  n>orc  siibfttanllal 
fare.  What  a  striking  euntrast  tio  the  different 
mudMof  life,  now  oollvcleil  before  rue,  afford  ! 
and  what  a  strange  am)  iinuecuuntable  variety 
of  human  character,  ai»d  of  human  weakncaa! 
Withiu  sight  of  each  otiier  are  the  two  extremes 
uf  taste— <hoae  who  would  rnther  perish  than  eat 
meat,  and  those  who  would  moat  probably 
peritli,  if  not  permitted  to  do  so.  What  a  sin< 
gular  position  must  a  reflecting  Hindoo  ecmsidi-r 
hianelf  placed  in!  Wc  exact  from  thcni  implicit 


a 


go 


RtXDDO   PBIUODIOES. 


obedicocr  to  our  comTTtands;  and  th<^  render  it 
chfwtftilly  at  th«  rery  time  w«  are  doing  what  h 
most  odious  to  thctn— devouring  thocarcaee  of 
tbc  nnitnfti  ihcy  vt.ii«r3lc  I  Wc  must  be  in  their 
eye*  uiKOt-nn,  beyond  thi.' powers  oTall  tbewalen 
of  the  l^jLst;  nnd  yet  th<'yRre  cwir  humble  fila vet. 
Wiih  nil  thi»  too  ihry  will  throw  away  thdr 
meal*,  and  hold  it  perdition  to  Teed  on  ih«ni,  if 
we  do  but  touch  tlioni,  by  accident,  in  pauing. 

On  first  Arriving  in  India,  the  European, 
who  hiis  m-ver  iiii|uirL-<l  into  the  cth(totn«  nf  thr 
nnlivcs,  must  faney  that  be  has  reached  a  fih<we 
of  madmen — for  to  perfeet  strangers  tbey  are 
n  little  ultrii  in  their  prejudices,  and  nffeel  many 
scrupU-»,  for  the  sake  of  making  an  imprrsaton, 
that  ore  not  exacted  by  ihcir  religion.  On  visit- 
iitg  a  kick  friend  in  Calcutta,  who  had  not  long 
airived  in  the  country,  I  found  hiui  nearly  ex- 
liau«ted  on  his  bed,  while  a  servant  was  bowing 
and  cringing  at  the  ojjpoaite  end  of  the  room, 
with  the  moat  grotesque  assiduity.  By  the  bed- 
aide  was  a  little  table  with  a  l«i>cup  upon  it. 

"Help  me,  my  dear  fellow  !**  gasped  ibc  sick 
matt,  as  1  entered,  in  the  nust  ludicnnu  lone  of 
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tJespur :  "  can  all  this  trtiqudte  be  necessary  to 
remove  a  tc«-cup?  Oh,  tlie  spkndour  of  ihr 
East  I  the  splLitcloiir  of  the  Eut !"  I  found 
that  his  bcariT  htul  been  <-odcnrouring  to  inak« 
htm  UDclersland  (hat  he  was  Dot  permitted  to 
touch  any  thing  that  liis  iip»  had  polluted,  and 
had  therefore  declined  to  take  nnay  titc  cup  he 
had  just  bcvn  drinWiiig  fnnii. 

There  is  a  policy  in  thiit  alieclation  of  rigour 
befun-  strangers,  in  which  I  think  ihejr  generally 
orerreach  thctneelvcs.  Thcyhu|>e,bv  cHtablishing 
to  nuiny  forbidden  acts,  to  have  le&s  todo,  and  gain 
tbemaelvesahiyh  character  fur  honesty  by  show- 
iitgtbeniselvee  rigid  in  theirreligioutduticv  The 
youths  to  whom  these  hypocritical  gentlemen 
fall,  are  seldom  di»)KKi»l  to  balance  matters  long, 
and  willtout  stopping  (o  coojedure  what  may 
give  riM  to  tlie  absurdities,  confute  them  by  n 
specin  of  argunitiit  that  they  are  not  often  in- 
clined to  try  llie  fofce  of  a  aceond  lime.  I  am 
alluding  only  to  the  worM  dcwription  of  servant^', 
who  hong  about  the  Ghauts  at  Calcutta,  and  at- 
tad)  thenneirea  in  siieli  a  manner  to  the  new  ar- 
rivals, that  it  ii  nearly  impuKxihlc  to  iiliakc  tliein 
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off.  When  once  eslkbliithvcl  in  the  country,  ibc 
fullHwvrs  thiit  u  kind  master  ha*  about  hina,  arr 
houctit,  and  I  think  much  altiichtHl  to  his  pcmn 
and  h'lit  inleroKlK.  I,  iit  lenxt,  for  we  slimild  all 
s|H-ak  fr»ni  our  cxperiL-nci.-,  have  found  it  *o. 

ThtTe  arc  fi-w  people  on  the  face  nf  (he  earth 
about  whom  ■ttrait^-rs  tiiffer  so  much  in  opinion, 
as  the  natives  of  the  East.  Doubtless  our  own 
dispositions  weigh  much  more  in  the  scale  than 
we  are  ever  likely  to  allow;  and  without  showing 
any  very  injlent  partiality,  I  may  venture  tosay. 
thai  in  half  of  the  cases  when-  they  arc  coo* 
denmed,  something  wrong  will  be  found  to  cxitl 
in  the  lcm))crs  of  the  judge*.  Sonne  men  ascuroe, 
at  once,  that  every  native  is  a  rogue;  and  I  re- 
uieniber  hearing  of  an  ofliccr,  who  had  a  custom, 
whenever  he  called  u]K>n  his  servant  to  n.i)dcr 
the  accounts  of  bin  houwkeeping,  to  place  a  large 
cudgel  upon  the  table.  It  proved,  I  have  no 
doubt,  an  admirable  controller  of  his  expenses: — 
*'  What  i»  the  meaning  of  this?"  jminting  with 
the  finger  of  his  lirft  hand  to  l)iv  figures,  with  his 
right  resting  u[ion  the  Miek — wa»  the  question, 
and  sooompaDying  action,  at  every  item—'*  A 
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M)*tAk« — an  error  in  th«  bill  !**  and  th«  lerrifiwi 
alirodaDt  agreed,  in  trembling,  to  vrhatever 
lUininulion  his  master  de&ired.  That  person 
could  hardly  be  siippused  to  allow  any  merit 
to  the  servants  over  whom  he  thought  himself 
obliged  to  ntabliidi  *uch  a  reign  of  terror.  The 
slight  appearance  of  ill-hunM»ir — it  may  per- 
haps proceed  from  thrir  apathy,  which  the  men 
wbo  are  so  treated  diHplay  immetlinlely  after — 
■peako  highly  in  favour  of  their  dispositions. 

On  nailing  up  the  Gangm,  tny  bnat  happened 
to  be  moored  by  the  &i<le  of  a  large  biulgontw, 
in  which  a  somewhat  choleric  gentleman  was,  a« 
I  conccivnl,  at  rest;  all  his  boatmen  and ser^'ants, 
lothcnumber,  1  dare  say,  of  twenty>five  or  thirty, 
were  sleeping,  rolled  up  in  their  white  shawls, 
upon  the  roof  of  the  apartment  in  which  he  wa.i 
lying,  which  rose  like  a  poop  al>nve  the  dtcL. 
It  was  a  t>caulifid  night,  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hoocl  of  Culgong,  one  of  the  most  romantic  parts 
of  the  river.  I  was  seated  on  the  deck,  althotigli 
h  was  past  midnight,  enjoying  the  scene,  when 
ny  contemplations  were  disturbed  by  an  unusual 
■pushing  in  the  water.     On  turning  in  the  di  tee- 
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tion  of  th«  noise,  I  saw  the  unfortuDste  men 
leaping  and  tuniblinj;  into  the  river  from  the 
iKMt  of  my  pojwionate  neighbour,  who  was  stand- 
ing like  a  miulnmn  on  the  deck,  briii>di<ihing  a 
stick  over  his  hcutl.  Never  &hall  I  furgi-t  the 
&ceDe.  lie  was  not  unlike  Lieutenant  Lismo- 
hago  in  his  npiKarance.  The  nxmn  lit  up  his 
hald  head,  for  he  had  thrown  his  nightcap  at 
one  of  the  people,  in  a  rage  at  not  being  able  to 
reach  him  witli  l)is  »tick :  and  while  lit-  stood 
in  the  midst  of  the  wild  *iciin-ry  around,  with 
nothing  on  but  his  shirt,  dis|)ersing  the  tlei-pen, 
I  would  have  given  the  world  for  Smollett's 
pen  to  have  perpetuated  the  scene. 

Tbeboaimen.whoarealwaysexpcrt  swimmer*, 
and  did  nol  seem  to  lose  their  presence  of  mind  by 
thesudden  transition,  verysoonreacbcd  the  shore, 
and  gazed  in  astonishment,  as  well  as  myself,  at 
the  comedy  in  whieli  they  bad  taken  such  unex- 
pected and  conspicuous  parts-  I  conceived  some 
terrible  offence  must  have  been  given  to  Have 
called  for  such  an  uncomproinisinp;  severity — for 
every  one  ws*  <lnvvn  fruiu  hi>  iHflh.  I  wo*  )m>n 
leUered  from  my  suspmsr,  however.   The  victor 
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itmltcd  two  or  three  tiniM  otct  tbe  dewrlcd 
fitU ;  tbeo  tunua|[  towards  tbc  routed  cuemv, 
«ho  seemed  read^'  to  ritlljr  mi  tho  banks,  stwok 
his  stick  at  them,  and  cried  muI  in  Hindosianee, 
"I'll  teach  you  lo  snore,  you  scnuodrela !" 
This  ludicrous  explanation  of  the  whole  myxterr 
aflected  the  crew,  ax  it  did  myicir,  and  a  loud 
laugh  was  tbe  reply.  So  extravagant  a  piinith- 
mcnt  for  so  italural  a  fault  th«y  thought  it  ab- 
turd  to  thiak  further  about;  and  with  the 
grrcctnt  good-humour,  not  wiUiiig  however  to 
nia  the  n*ii  of  a  i£a>nd  flight,  tliey  kindled  a 
fire,  and  itquatling  round  it,  Aoioked  their  pipes, 
and  hugbed  at  the  event,  till  it  was  time  to 
prepare  for  wiling. 

It  in  Dot  likely  so  touchy  a  traveller  would 
gire  a  favourable  account  of  the  people  he 
travelled  among — so  he  was  always  one  of 
their  moet  Tioleni  abuwrs.  Toor  man  !  the  re- 
ei^ectioa  of  his  fate  almost  rebukes  me  fi>r 
baving  written  the  aborc  anccilotc.  He  wn« 
murdered  a  short  time  aflerwanls,  on  the  banks 

£iTCT,  in  his  progrew  to  Cavnijjoro.     Hl- 
K-,  end  his  boat  was  niourvd  to  the  ^lure. 
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on  the  (ride  of  thv  kingdom  of  Oude.  A  partT 
of  decoitfl  (robber*)  came  down  in  tho  night, 
and  made  tm  easy  enlranctt  to  the  pinrc  whm 
Ik;  wait  lying.  His  servants  with  the  exception  I 
of  one  man,  had  deserted  him,  and  his  boatmen 
were  tliRpersed.  The  following  day  no  traces 
could  be  found  of  his  body,  but  the  derangvd 
•tale  of  his  room  showed  what  )iad  happened. 
The  remaining  servant,  loo,  heaixl  a  Mniggle, 
which  was  sooa  followed  by  a  sfdash  in  the 
water.  Some  time  afterwards,  the  tulttires 
were  seen  feeding  on  the  fle»li  of  a  white  man, 
a  little  l>elow  the  spot  where  the  murder  had 
occurred,  and  all  was  confirmed.  The  robbtn^ 
however,  h«*e  never  been  discovered,  nor  it  it 
likely  that  they  ever  wit)  be. 

Although  the  nntives  of  ihc  East  are  fns 
qnently  enntigh  prone  to  robbery,  1  do  not 
Uiink  they  are  often  guilty  of  murder.  There 
is  seldom  occasion  to  cnncenl  their  deeds  in  the 
silence  of  the  grave ;  for  the  immense  extent  of 
the  country,  with  iIk'  okilful  mnnwr  in  which 
they  are  accompliKhed,  render  it  nearly  impow 
uble  to  trace  them.     It  is  only  in  independent 
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•tjilfs,  however,  where  ific  police  is  not  so  vigi- 
lant »s  in  uur  territory,  nor  m  well  orgnnixcd, 
tliat  i-ucti  lioltl  iillark!t  mt  the  one  I  have  n'littcti 
above  are  ever  made.  They  are  said,  upon  tltnt 
occasion,  to  have  come  down  in  great  uumbeni, 
armed  with  swordaand  bludgeons;  andonehiul 
a  spear,  for  tho  H-rvant  who  had  not  forsaken 
fais  maater  displayed  a  wound  hi^  had  received 
firam  ■  thrust  of  the  Imt-nsined  weapon. 

The  bludgeon  in  gimrrnl  use  is  a  formidable 
jiistrutural.  and  iiicalculBtcd  toila  ax  miich  exe> 
cutioo  as  both  theotlien()>iit  togethir.  If  wielded 
with  moderate  dexterity.  It  ia  a  thick  piece  of 
bamlNX),  alMut  four  feet  long,  with  iron  nng*  nt 
Uie  intervals  of  four  or  six  inches  apart,  and  at 
lite  biillrifu  it  is  loaded  with  a  heavy  piece  of  the 
■Bine  metaJ.  I  have  heanl  that  it  was  usual, 
wlten  thieves  broke  into  a  room,  for  ont*  of  the 
party  to  stand  with  his  upliftnl  cudgel  behind 
UiP  oecupier  of  it,  if  he  hnppeneil  to  Ik:  a«ievp, 
ready  to  let  il  fall  upon  hi»  In-ad  sliould  bin  evil 
genius  move  hirn  to  awake.  If  he  slept  on, 
whm  the  plunder  was  rompleted,  the  *•  trader 
mercic*"  of  the  wrtiuei  allowed  him  to  continue 
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in  repoee.  If  ever  such  a  Piodc  of  robbery  did 
exist,  llie  period  when  it  Aourished  has  fortu- 
nately pnssed  awny,  curbed,  with  m&ny  other 
uncomfortable  sy.itcma,  by  "old  Fathvr  Antick, 
the  Ittw." 

I  shall  here  take  occasion  to  relate  another 
method  that  I  have  heard  described,  which  the 
thieves  adopt  to  prevent  being  seized  upon  when 
they  are  endeavouring  to  creep  quietly  through 
the  apartment.  The;  fasten  a  bare  knife,  with 
the  edge  uppermost,  to  the  arm;  and  while 
crouching  by  the  side  of  your  bed,  if  ymi  hear  a 
noise,  and  put  out  your  hand  to  seize  the  catue 
of  it,  they  takf  good  con;  that  it  shall  grasp  the  f 
blade  of  the  weapon,  from  which,  with  great 
reason,  they  reckon  you  will  not  be  long  in 
withdrawing  it. 

I  must  endeavour  to  return  to  the  peaceable 
scene  I  left,  when  I  enterc<l  ii|x)n  these  tales  of 
deadly  peril.  I  ofil-r  no  apology  for  the  (raou- 
lion :  for  as  change  is  the  great  charm  of  a  jour- 
ney, I  hopt  a  joumaliM  may  not  be  cundemoed 
for  making  it  also  an  ingredient  in  his  nairatiTA 
The  scene  around  me  is  now  considerably  altered. 
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rHniiCT  w  over ;  and  white  the  nuire  precise  and 
•crupulnuM  »n  undergoing  their  nMutions  in  as 
I  piclumque  parties  as  Ihey  fornicd  during  their 
I  B)nls,  the  others,  having  salisliMl  their  own  appe- 
j  tiles,  arc  busily  engaged  in  preparing  for  the 
(animals  under  llwir  care;    the  camola  are  re- 
turning loaded  with  braneht-s  of  the  pccpul  for 
aselres;  while  the  elephants,  who  have  just 
red  the  call,  are  shuffling,  with  as  much 
F]iT«l!iM«B  as  ihey  can  express  by  their  action,  to 
I  •  diMint  part  of  thf  ground,  where  their  oaken 
I  of  meal,  well  baked,  are  spread  out  for  tliem. 
A  certain  number  is  allotted  to  each ;  a  fourth 
I  of  which  is  destined  for  the  cocJy,  who  afudtts 
f  the  mahout,  or  driver,  in  like  care  of  him,  and 
I  wboac  duty  it  is  (u  bake  the  cakes  and  administer 
thetn,  wfaidi  in  by  no  means  a  hasty  operation. 
Kach  cooly  puts  the  food  into  the  elephant's 
mouth  with  his  own  hands,  and  wails  quietly  by 
hia  aide  till  he  haa  swallowed   one  mouthful, 
ready  to  introduce  (he  next.     The  jwirtion  in- 
tended for  himself  he  lir^t  ahows  to  the  animal, 
and  pretending  to  rect-ire  his  assent  to  the  ap- 
propriation, lays  it  aside ;  and  such  is  the  MgB- 
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avf  of  the  elephant,  that  it  in  not  (oo  much  to 
say  he  seems  to  undersland  the  nrran^ment. 
One  of  the  inost  striking  features  in  the  chjinicter 
of  the  East  Indian  is,  the  great  devotion  tneli 
pet-MMi  bestoirs  upon  his  particular  businen. 
TliiH  arises,  no  doubt,  from  the  division  into 
caMcs,  irhichhavingfirstintrcM!uccd,nowfoiten 
the  belief  in  the  necessity  of  her^ttary  orcupo- 
tion^  The  Mahometans  themselves,  although 
privileged  by  their  religion  to  be  exempt  froin 
such  restrictions,  are  not  entirely  fn-c  from  tbe 
belief:  and  it  i»  not  unci>mmun  to  hear  a  low- 
Iwrn  and  iinetliiaited  piT*i>n  assert  the  privilege 
of  his  caste,  when  asked  to  <lu  what  he  feel*  any 
repugnance  fnim  obeying.  Each  raeniber,  tbere- 
fore.  of  that  mighty  race  which  sprang  from 
Brnliniiiii'sfoot — theraceof  mechanica— derote* 
all  hi«  energies  to  that  particular  branch  that 
was  followe<l  and  hamled  down  to  him, generally 
unimproved,  by  «  long  line  of  father*. 

Those  men  who  attend  to  the  care  of  animals 
are  so  identified  with  al)  tlH-ir  habits,  that  they 
seem  to  think  of  nothing  e)se,  and  their  c)iarge% 
np()car>o  fully  to  understand  them,  that  you  may 
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Cuicy  lh«y  lak«  put,  particularly  tlic  eltphanu, 
in  tile  coDvi-rsatiun  of  tlicir  ki-i-pcr^.    Souictimeti 
the  luabout  gitiitii  mcti  mi  infliiviicr  ovrr  thi^ 
aDima].  thai  lie  may  be  tttispvctwl  of  having 
compelled  lliv  aRcctions  by  "upcllK  nnd  mc-di- 
cioes  bought  of  ntoutiicbank^.''    Sotnv  fault  ha<l 
bnn  fouiu),  nni  Unig  iigo,  witli  tlir  clriv«r  of  a 
irnggBgc  clt-phant   iK-longing   tu  my  n-ginient, 
and  hv  was  (Iisini»w<l.     Ttiv  <-lcp)i»n[  hail  re- 
ceived bi>  lc«MMt,  und  would  not  suRVr  another 
to  cuiiiv  nuir  biin.     Several  wen-  prociirrd  init* 
isftrr  the  other,  with   excellent  characters  for 
|kindne9»    and  manogenieul,    but   the  gn-ntli-st 
kcreature  seemed  suddenly  Irancfonnwl  into  the 
[mont  unjfovernable.     A  nionlh  had  passed  with- 
'oul  any  return  to  rule,   whvii  tlie  disclmrgw) 
drir«r  vas  again  lakeo  into  wrvtoc,  and   the 
at,  ddightrd  to  tee  him,  became  once 
mora  fit  to  uiie. 

I  have  known  the  same  tricks  play<^  with 

.  faonck  They  generally  are  unable  tu  fetil  tliiiii- 

•rirva.  w  dependaot  arc  (hey  upcni  tlK-ir  gn>oni», 

when  lint  iMUght  from  a  native  uHTchant,  from 

ibcir  being  accustomed  to  be  crattinitd  from  the 
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hotid.  As  the  nativoK  like  to  sec  a  horse  shakii^ 
vritti  fat  and  hiit  cont  shining  like  glass,  they  stuff 
him  three  tiiittnt  a  day  with  an  rxircinctr  iiast;^  ■ 
looking  mixture  of  ineal  and  oil,  and  several 
sorts  of  spices,  which  they  put  into  hii  mouth, 
having  previously  kneadc^l  it  into  little  balU. 
They  »ssist  the  mastication  wilh  tlieir  fingers 
and  (he  poor  animals  undergo  the  operation  wilh 
as  little  appearnnc«-  of  appetite  as  a  veil-gorged 
epicure,  who  thinks  it  necessary  to  gratify  his  M 
jialate,  even  when  his  ^tomacJi  is  gone.  A  string 
of  horses  st  fecding-timc  presents  rather  a  dis- 
agreeahlc  tlian  an  int^Tcvting  sigfit. 

To  return  from  another  excursion,  hotrarrr, 
to  the  scene  I  set  out  from ;  the  last  ceremony 
being  concluded,  the  washing  of  the  oooking 
vessels,  and  the  puriRcniion  of  the  persona  that 
had  used  them,  the  whole  camp  rebounds  with 
the  bubbling  of  the  hookah.  Every  class  in 
India  smokes  tobacco;  and  the  indulgence  svata 
as  necessary  to  them  as  the  meals  that  prt«ede 
it.  The  pipes  are  in  nt  great  variity  too  as  ihe 
partita  that  ore  using  litem;  from  the  painted 
cocoa  nut  with  a  small  reed  in  il,  to  magnilireDt 
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balls  of  crystal  or  metal  with  their  rari^ated 
snakes  and  gnnmnl  moiilh-picccs. 

ThcEuroprans  arc  grni-ndlj  as  much  addicted 
to  the  cii»tom  u  the  natin-»;  and  not  always 
considering  tlie  fitness  of  things,  cnnlrive  that  it 
«iiwi)d  be  introduced  very  frequMitly  at  the 
timeit  it  would  be  m(i:«t  gladly  dinpeosed  with. 
There  is  a  degree  of  inconsistency,  among  which 
this  may  be  ranked,  in  the  fashions  adopted  jn 
this  country  by  the  English. 

It  seems  scarcely  necessary,  when  fiAy  people 
>tt  down  to  dinner  in  (lie  month  of  July,  that 
the  heat  should  be  augmented  by  the  addition  of 
neariy  two  hundred  itervants.  When  the  cloth  is 
removed  and  this  crowd  no  longer  required,  iii' 
stead  of  benefiting  by  their  diunissal,  the  hookalis 
are  introduced,  that  the  liot  air  may  be  duly  set 
in  motion  by  the  fumes  of  tobacco.  The  habit 
beccmies  at  length  so  confirmed  (hnt  the  person 
indulging  in  it  cnnnotgiveit  over;  and  if  going 
out  to  <linner  even  to  the  distance  of  several 
miles,  the  pipe-bearer  is  seen  creeping  along  the 
rami  "  unwillingly  toKhool,"  with  all  the  heavy 
■pptralus  at  his  back.  I  do  not  think  either  tlie 
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^^Bpi  or  tlie  nduur  in  ihv  Ivast  agrvcable  to  one 
^Bbnt  has  not  been  initiated  by  kkiic  years  enjoy- 
ment of  the  luxury  at  least.  I  have  lifsnl  of  a 
jTcnlleinan,  or  old  lady,  I  forget  which,  who, 
when  travcllin;;  in  a  puUnquin,  had,  at  t-very 
sla^  where  this  {K'nofingc  changed  bearers,  a 
fresh  chillum  in  reudines^  in  order  to  ncnokc  the 
eiiDui  of  the  journey  au-ay.  I  have  frequmllj 
pitied  the  nttiulion  of  a  newly-arrived  lady, 
placed  at  hvr  fir»t  dinner  between  the  (irv  of  lu-o 
hookah*,  the  »nioke  circling  round  hi-r  hvatl  and 
the  gurgling  noi»e  rendering  it  iinpoxMble  to 
hear  a  word.  Sometimes  those  witu  do  not  hap- 
pen to  possetu  appetites  themselves,  throw  (heir 
bodieK  buck  in  their  chairs  and  call  for  their 
pipen  l>efore  many  of  the  company  have  com- 
menced  their  dinner.  I  know  tlicre  is  often  a 
necessity  for  the  practice,  but  where  the  luembera 
of  tociety  are  celebruted  for  every  grace  and  ac> 
ooiiiplisliment  tiiat  can  adorn  it,  I  wonder  they 
luive  not  been  able  to  di«DiiM  a  custom,  that 
certainly  neither  add*  to  its  elegance  nor  ila 
ifort. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


rmiur*  ia  tW  il«Mtt — C'«otia^ioB  of  tlio  ounih,  witli  in 
uua|M  to  find  ■  tigfr>~Europnui  tui  nalira  tnnllJDg 
(oatnaWd — An  nnfartuuaM  colliuoo — Airlnl  it  llurdnar. 


Ox  s  moonlight  niglil,  (it  is  ilifilcull  to  ijonwive 
the  beauty  of  »  full  moon  in  this  country,]  (lie 
gnMj|Hi  (liipenetl  amtmg  the  tm-s  clinttirig  nnci 
Mnoking,  with  the  )>i<:uirev|iic  appearance  of  the 
tents,  and  the  women  drawing  water  fit>m  the 
tank  which  iihined  like  a  lake  of  silver,  afl'ord  a 
(Idigdlful  picture.  The  coolness  of  the  night-air 
after  the  parching  clay  that  haf  jurt  gone — for 
tho  hot  win*)*  hare  nln.-aily  iK-gtin — mnkrs  us  all 
anxiiHiii  tu  continue  tla'piijnyntnit  of  it  to  the 
lal««t  muoieut :  and  wIk-u  at  U-ngth  it  is  time  t<> 
•cdc  for  refttt  a  veil  is  not  drawn  over  the  scene; 
for,  merely  changing  the  arrangement  of  the 
figure*,  all  ieenw  aa  full  of  interest  as  ever.  The 
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nmple  couch  of  the  Eastern  is  soon  prepared  ; 
rolling  himwlf  up  in  his  tihawl,  he  stretches  his 
limbs  OD  the  spot  where  be  was  siltingin  company 
«  few  moments  before,  and  instantl)-  falls  aalaqk 
It  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  surpriie  a 
camp  so  utuatcd ;  and  when  no  tuldirr*  are  of 
the  party,  it  is  nfoenwiry  to  have  several  chuo- 
kcdars,  or  watchmen,  from  the  adjoining  village. 
They  come  to  their  posts  at  nightfall,  and  n  tUng 
on  their  haunches,  shout  out  at  intervals  until 
daylight  an  "  All's  well,"  that  conrcya  littlr 
notion  of  melody,  and  permits  little  indulgence 
in  sleep.  The  proprietjof  setting  a  thief  to  catch 
a  thief  is  of^n  acknowledged  in  thew  dixtribu- 
tiona  of  Kentinels,  for  many  of  tlwm  are  motl 
Cipert  robbers,  and  when  not  bound  by  tbdr 
hiHiours  to  protect  your  properly,  would  in  all 
probability  be  engaged  in  traDaferrtng  it  to 
themselves.  So  irregularly  and  thickly  are  the 
slcvpers  scattered  about  the  ground,  that  it  is 
with  «ofnv  didiculty  you  can  walk  through  llie 
oanip  in  tlw  night  withotit  Mumbling  over  them. 
In  such  a  carelns  viKampment  it  must  Iiave 
been  that  Medoro  and  his  fri«nd,  in  "  Orluwlo 
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Purioto,"  Blftugtitered  the  sleeping  Chmtian*, 
wb«n  in  pursuit  of  thvir  nutster's  body.  Iloir- 
everdrficKnt  in  ciiivulrou*  >ppt.-aranc«  bj  day 
it  may  be,  I  alvaya  fancy  sonu:  resetiiblanvi,-  at 
night  to  tlic  Brrangement  of  the  b(.-rues  and  he- 
roines of  Tbiso  uid  ArioAto : 


-Wbaa  Mok  in  hoa.ry  sleep. 


"  Out  c«r«lMi  band*  tb*  wudi  oo  longar  koop," 

There  ii  an  air  of  fiction  in  every  oriental 
•eefw,  that  it  is  some  years  before  an  European 
cati  quite  {(hake  off.  I  have  not  yet  boon  able 
to  do  tL     I  cannot  see 

"  n*  bmU  with  p*in  thair  doitr  wtj  partus'' 

«□(]  not  remember  how 

"  Ib  •ll«nt  k>m>r  o'ta  Ar  bauadlou  watW. 
Tha  driiVT  Umimi  vlUi  U*  camali  ptaL" 

The  mere  appearance  of  a  string  of  camels 
cufivtfys  nn  iileii  of  great  beat ;  aod  they  not  only 
«cm  to  pursue  tlieir  own  wny  wilb  (Mun,  but 
ootnmunicjitu  ii  timilar  feebtig  to  all  around 
tbem.  The  choLing  noise  they  make  when 
being  loaded,  or  when  urged  to  rise  with  their 
burdens  on  their  tiacks  is  beyond  all  t-nJurunce 
when  the  number  is  great.  Their  sleepy  appear- 
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snoe  when  to  motion,  with  the  drowsy  driven 
nodding  on  their  humps,  is  eoough  to  try  the 
tempt  r  of  the  nio§t  patient  traveller.  Those  who 
are  doomed  to  ride  them  without  having  been 
well  traim-d  to  the  cvercisc,  I  pity  from  my 
liwrt;  this  can  tH>ver  happen  to  flnEuru]H»ii  in 
the  East  Indies,  but  I  havea  lively  reuivtiilirance 
of  >  day'»  jouruL'y  in  the  desert  on  a  tired  dro- 
medaiy,  when  travelling  from  the  shores  of  the 
Red  Sea  to  the  Nili\  We  »larled,  three  iu  num- 
ber, with  a  guide,  from  the  wells  of  Hajie  So- 
Icinian  to  those  of  Ilamniamat,  at  daylight  in 
the  morning.  About  ten  o'clock  my  camel 
began  to  show  symptoms  of  fatigue,  or  obsti* 
nacy,  I  do  not  know  whirh,  and  having  nearly 
dtHlocaled  my  hone»  with  the  tinstcadiness  of  its 
action,  n!fuM.'<l  lo  continue  any  longer  in  com- 
pany with  my  companions,  nho,  jogging  on, 
very  »oon  \e(i  me  out  of  sight. 

1  wan  for  tiorae  hours  perfectly  alone,  and 
fell,  for  the  first  time,  how  truly  I  was  in  the 
midst  of  a  desert.  The  road,  a  dcflte  among 
biirren  mountains,  was  very  narrow  and  wind- 
ing. Instead  of  the  boundleSN  suida  that  we 
imagine  in  a  desert,  it  nppenred  to  be  the  dried 
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Ixd  of  a  river,  that  had  once  flowed  between 
banLs  of  diKnial  rockii,  that  were  Hhining  like  jet 
io  the  nun,  aiul  reflecting  its  rvya  iinmedintcly 
upon  us.  Down  the  faces  of  the  rocks  there  were 
frequently  the  marks  of  water-coursett,   whicJi 
strengthened  the  belief  that  we  were  travelling 
wbere  odu  totov  river  might  have  held  itt  course. 
My  cainel  had  a  bell  round  it*  neck  ;  acciiittomcd 
to  loiter,  perhap«,  it  wiw  mx-e»Mtry  to  use  lliis 
precnulinn,  for  it  w«a  the  only  one  of  ihe  party 
with  ituch  an  ap|)endage ;  its  inoiiniful  sound 
and  the  occasional  echo  of  the  la&h  of  my  whip, 
when  I  endeavoured  to  urge  it  to  a  Irol,  were  all 
tliat  broke  the  an  ful  >iK-iioe  of  the  Beetle.    I  was 
so  tired  that  I  euuUI  no  longer  kit  u[khi  il*  back, 
and  having  leiu-nt  tite  Arab  niodc  of  making  it 
kneel  down,  I  diviiounieil  and  attemptetl  to  lead 
it  along.  With  unwilling  «tep<t  nnd  »low,  it  fol- 
lowed me  for  alMiit  an  hour,  when  wc  reached  a 
tree,  the  only  one  I  had  yet  seen  ;  it  wan  a«  green 
a«  eould  \k  in  Hudi  n   Mtuation,  and    looked 
nearly  m  forlorn  and  uncomforuble  an  niyself. 
Hcr»  was  a  cross  road,  and  1  knew  not  which 
to  take;  my  camel  settled  the  point  by  refuving 
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I         to  take  either :  all  the  methods  I  could  devise 
I  vere  uoavailiDg,  I  bad  nothing  leit  but  to  sit 

■  under  "  the  sycamore  tree,"  aod  ugh  like  Hu- 
aBD: 

"  Sol  m*  tha  hour,  anij  lucklaM  ma  tiM  itj, 
Wliini  finl  from  Sbinu  tnSlM  I  bviit  mj  nj*' 

I  discovered  a  nwre  ingeniooH  plan,  however, 
and  unbuckling  the  Ik-U  front  tlte  camel's  throat, 
rung  it  withallmy  might,  bellowing  at  the  swnc 
time  as  if  I  hiul  been  mad.  I  had  not  long  hem 
engaged  in  thi»  sensible  pursuit,  when  a  cloud 
of  dust  secmod  to  riiic  in  the  most  diKtint  point 
of  vievr,  and  immcdJatelj  a  number  of  Bedouins, 
mounted  on  the  flwtext  drontedaiies,  surrounded 
mc:  the}'  were  armed  with  matchlocks,  pistols, 
'kwords  "■>'!  itpears,  and  amounted  to  twenty- 
"The  bell  i*an.twerwl,  indeed."  sigliwl  I,  "what 
is  lo  be  dune  now  f"  I  was  in  hopes  they  had 
witnessed  my  exertions  in  ringing,  for  iKlievii^ 
fuolo  and  niailiuiti  to  be  under  the  special  pn>- 
L        tection  of  Providence,  they  might  have  bowed 

■  down  and  worshipped  rae ;  but,  alas,  tbey  were 
L       tooiaroff: 
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I  was  <iiffict«at1y  well  armed  to  make  an  )i»' 
pocing  appcaniDcv,  aiid  with  aa  much  carvless- 
noE  as  I  could  awume,  exainiDed  the  priniJng  of 
my  pistols,  and  half  drawing  my  ^nbrc,  seemed 
to  look  with  gei!*t  sati.'Uaction  on  the  Kliininji; 
blade,  nut  doubting  that  my  coin|x»ur«  would 
hsTc  dur  effect  upon  my  future  mastera. 

They  M«ined,  however,  to  trouble  themselves 
but  littleal>outthematter,aDd  obliging mycamel 
to  knwl  down,  gave  me  a  hint  that  it  was  neeee- 
svy  ta  mouDl,  by  shaking  a  whip  before  me  and 
pointing  to  the  crouching  twakt.  I  was  soon  on 
bi&  back  again,  and  smiling  and  bowing,  nftectcd 
to  be  highly  pleawcd  with  the  addition  I  had  re» 
octfed  to  my  Boctety.  My  Ktock  of  Arabic  was 
■o  small,  that  I  cotild  irat  hope  to  he  enlightened 
upon  tbdr  intCRtion*  regnnlingmc;  so  my  own 
mini)  bad  it  all  itn  own  way,  am)  ntoet  wuful 
pictures  it  contrived  to  draw.  The  head,  or 
leader  uf  the  party,  pointing  towards  me  and 
tbeo  extending  his  ann  in  the  direction  wc  were 
to  pursue,  gave  sinne  hanty  order*  to  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  party,  who  set  <Tlf  at  a  gallop,  a^  I 
oonjeclured  immediately,  to  lake  possession  of 
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my  fellow  travellers.  The  chief  and  ax  men  re- 
tnBincd  with  myself,  quite  enough  to  prevent  snjr 
great  display  of  courage  upon  my  pari.  I  vu 
placed  between  two  men,  who  amused  them- 
selves hy  whipping  my  camd,  and  laughing 
heartily  at  the  uncouth  tacrs  I  could  not  conceal, 
from  the  tortun-  hit  trotting;  threw  me  into;  the 
others  u«cd  all  their  endeavours  to  examine  my 
arms,  and  continually  sliook  tlie  riHe  thnt  wu 
slung  at  my  back.  I  was  determined  notioparl 
with  one  of  ray  wea{Kms,  however,  and,  pr^ 
tending  to  enjoy  their  curiosity,  fastened  them 
more  readily  about  me. 

I  have  no  doubt  I  gave  them  good  reason  for 
the  frvqurnt  burslsof  laughter  they  indulged  in, 
for  my  ludicrous  efforts  to  appear  comfortable, 
joined  to  tbegrimace.tniy  Kitu.ilion  rx(ortc<i  from 
me,  must  have  impr(-;i%«l  tlii-m  with  a  high  idea 
of  my  |>owera  of  pantomime. 

As  they  had  not  attcnijited  to  plunder  me,  I 
b^an  to  hope  they  were  generous  thieves,  wbo 
mig))t  present  me  (o  some  great  man.  and  (bat 
the  worst  of  my  occupations  would  be  to  draw 
water,  or  (end  his  favourite  camels;  to  be  a 
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naturalized  Arab  too,  and  train  up  n  profrcnyof 
robbers,  with  many  other  eiitrava^it  vinioiit, 
floBtffl  inmyimagiiutliontand  I  subiuilted>  with 
tolerable  rcai^ation,  to  my  fate. 

lU-vivcd  by  the  company  it  had  fallen  into,  and 
tbc  voices  of  (be  Arabs  with  tta  near  approach 
to  water,  my  camel  moved  merrily  on ;  and  the 
sun  was  just  wtting.  when  we  alighted  opposite 
a  unall  tent,  pitched  by  the  aide  of  a  oeal  square. 
in  which  lies  the  well  of  Hammamat.  Four  sen- 
liads,  with  their  Diatchlucks  on  their  Bhou[der», 
wera  standing  at  the  door;  and  my  worst  siisju- 
cioos  were  confirmed,  when  I  saw  my  twocnm|M- 
oioas  atrelchcfl  on  the  ground  within  it.  They 
wen  ftMt  aM)n.-p ;  and  unwilling  to  deprive  tlKiii 
of  the  only  agrxvable  roixncnts  they  might  have 
for*  longtime,!  fouiMl  n  pliwe  for  myself  by  their 
«idc,  and  hmiu  fell  into  a  sound  ^lurabcr  also,  wi 
gmt  wia  tny  fatigue,  undisturbed  by  dreams  of 
water  skins,  camels,  the  routing  of  caravans,  or 
eren  of  Arab  maids,  with  their  eyes  like  antck 
lopes,  and  tbeir  forms  graceful  as  the  dromedary. 
It  was  midnight  before  I  awoke,  witeii  I  found 
ail  my  delightful  adventure*,  "  like  the  basL'lens 
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fabric  of  a  mion^had  "luelted  into  air.**  The 
party  that  had  overtaken  me  had  been  sent  bj 
the  Bey  of  Khenali  aa  an  eocort  f>ir  u*  acroMt  the 
desert,  in  consequence  of  *on\e  robliery  t!isi  had 
been  lately  committed  by  a  party  of  Rvdouios. 
They  had  niinsed  us,  and  paudng  by  another 
tract,  had  got  into  our  rear:  they  wereUedouim 
also,  and  had  taken  each  of  us  in  detail,  in  the 
manner  I  have  described ;  for  my  companions 
had  divided,  and  were  led,  like  myself,  into 
a  seeming  captivity.  We  hod  the  advanta]^, 
therefore,  of  experiencing  a  marvellous  adven- 
ture, without  any  of  the  ills  that  should  attend  it 
An  cncnmpnicnt  in  the  desert — for  rining  at 
midnight,  when  the  moon  was  fining  dearly, 
brought  it  more  especially  under  my  notice— i« 
not  less  beautiful  than  a  similar  scene  in  the  more 
fertile  country  of  the  Eowt,  I  am  now  in.  It  had 
not  the  shaduv  of  ttw  nitle  trees  to  shelter  thr 
Blee[>era,  nor  the  addition  of  the  elephants  and 
horaea ;  but  its  appearance  of  loneliness  and  ii^ 
tense  silence,  at  that  hour,  was  so  appalling, 
that  it  was  not  ea.iy  to  witness  the  scene,  ami 
t.  .The  familiarity  belweeo  the  ^rab  aul 
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hie  cuDcl  is  much  forester  that  th«t  I  hav<^  n&- 
tioed  in  India;  (ur  ht^  ii[>plic«  it  to  a  ute  that 
has  Dot  yrt  uccunvd,  I  think,  to  tlic  driver  of 
Uindoatan.  For  sleeping,  in  a  oold  night,  the 
Arab  placet  two  cainditubrviut;  and  throwing 
his  blanket  over  ihvin,  an  an  aiming,  he  lie*  be- 
tween their  bodies,  receiving  their  warmth, 
without  tlie  sliglitest  ri»k  of  l>eing  overlain  in 
ibe  course  of  hid  nst. 

April  5th.  We  let  off  at  daylight,  and  rode 
to  breakfast  at  a  spot  near  Hk  villnge  of  Lttn- 
dour.  It  is  the  custom  for  tmvellen  to  lake 
l,tt>  have  all  pruvideil  for  their  cx>iitfort. 
A  poCtloD  ef  the  cainp  e({u>])«ge,  and  a  number 
of  the  •enrmnU,  wen  M.-nl  forward  (he  evening 
before,  to  arrange  tlie  ground,  and  prepare  tiw 
food ;  and  it  waa  not  long  befofe  every  thing 
was  made  as  comfortable,  ia  our  moveable  bi> 
tel,  as  it  would  be  in  the  best  ion  in  the  world. 
Wc  had  nol  long  arrived,  and  were  sealed  under 
the  few  tree«  that  were  scattered  about  our 
nrtghlwuriiood,  when  we  were  thrown  into  bustle 
by  the  arrival  of  a  husbandman  and  his  son  in 
the  camp.     They  came  to  inform  us  that  a  tiger 
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had  sUin  a  butlock,  while  grazing  tn  the  h«^ 
they  were  tending,  the  cveniug  bcrore:  and  as 
be  had  not  i^et  dcvnurcd  him,  he  was  likely  to 
be  near  us.  Wc  were  nnt  lonp  in  pn-paring  for 
the  chaw:  and,  inniiiilin;^  our  rlepli.-int*  about 
mid-day,  »ei  out  id  pursuit,  an-otnpanied  by  the 
man,  who  osnired  un  be  could  h^ad  us  to  ibe 
very  »pnt.  We  miiKtered  fo»ir  elephants  with 
howdahn:  and  a  fifth,  with  a  ))nd  ti|>on  itsbacb, 
was  dentioed  to  bring  himie  the  gtune,  and  lo 
carry  the  fiKitDien  uf  the  party,  when  we  tH>came 
(■gaged  with  the  eoetny. 

We  took  an  easterly  ilireetiiin  from  our 
poaiti»n,and  iiiulxHit  tW(>linur«enlcredasofn»- 
what  swampy  ground,  well  corered  with  gnu 
am)  reeds,  llvat  were  m  long  as  to  conceal  the 
bodies  of  the  elephants.  Many  clumps  of  trevs 
were  tcatlered  oier  tbe  plain  we  vetv  beating, 
like  ixlets  in  a  wide  lake;  and  to  one  of  these, 
in  ihe  eentre  of  which  was  a  dismal  swamp,  our 
guide  led  us,  and  marching  boldly  into  it,  n- 
claimed,  *'  There  is  tbe  bullock  !"  and  made  n 
diftcred  retreat  to  the  pad  elephant  in  the  rear. 
Wc  placed  ourselves  in  a  line,  and  stood  up  man- 
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fuHy,  each  in  hit  own  castle,  his  double harrollcd 
^n  in  hand,  ready  for  the  foe :  not  a  word  was 
ftpoken — all  washrcatldc*scspcctation.  We  did 
not  leave  a  conwr  of  the  little  forest  unsearched, 
for  it  seemed  the  most  likely  spot  to  be  selected 
for  the  Mlilary  lair  of  the  tiger;  and  just  as  we 
were  quitting  it  in  desfMiir,  wc  perceived  the 
bones  of  the  bullock,  spoken  of  by  the  country- 
nian  in  the  first  instance;  though  from  the 
oppoMitc  direclinn  that  ihey  were  in,  to  that 
which  we  hail  entere«l  by,  he  coidd  never  have 
seen  ibeni.  They  were  so  well  picked,  it  was 
evidnit  the  tiger  liad  long  nbandoiH-d  them  to 
the  jadkBls,  or  vultures,  which  are  geiierAlly  in 
attendance  to  complete  his  work. 

AAer  beatinj;;  every  other  likely  {dace  for  some 
hours,  wc  reluinnt  u»  our  nwch  at  night-fall 
Itderably  tired  and  diNappoinied.  Id  (he  early  pari 
of  the  day  we  disturbc<l  many  bliu-k  partridges 
and  hog  divr,  but,  retaolvetl  on  the  destruetitm 
of  th«  iMibler  game,  we  reserved  our  Hre,  and  lost 
lheop|)»rtut>ityfif  trying  our  HkillujMU  the  lesser. 
We  observed  several  herds  uf  cattle  grazing  in 
various  direcliuns,  and  atlendwl,  nllhoiigh  there 
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were  Roroditnca  two  hundred  liea*]  in  (urli,  hj 
oidy  two  or  three  imii  at  the  utRMHt.  Sorer); 
t  night  passes  without  the  loss  of  one  or  niorr 
■ninial^  and  the  herdsmen  have  no  other  means 
of  scaring  the  tiger  than  by  the  voice,  which  I 
suspect  has  no  great  effect.  Thetiger  stealsquietlj' 
upon  his  prry>  and  knocking  it  down  witli  hi* 
paw,  carries  it  off  before  the  loss  is  perceived, 
except  from  the  sensation  it  cause«  among  the 
remainder  of  the  cattle,  which  8y  terrified  in  all 
dirvclions.  Fortunately  fur  (Iie«e  pour  men,  the 
Ac<h  of  the  cow  ha«  more  ntlmctionii  for  the 
tiger's  palate  than  human  fletli,  and  inxtanoe* 
of  their  bring  di-«troyed  are  c()«»equently  rare. 

April  Gth,— We  were  again  <m»  horseback  at 
daylight,  antl  very  mon  fuuml  we  were  not  the 
only  active  travellers  on  the  road :  we  overtook 
crowds  of  people  hastening  to  the  fair  at  Uurd- 
war.  We  had  already  exceeded  the  Iwst  time 
by  two  or  three  days,  and  were  as  anxious  a* 
the  numerous  strings  of  pilgrims  to  the  sacred 
Hyct  c»>uld  be,  to  reach  the  object  of  their  wishes. 
It  is  not  usual  to  find  so  much  iutere«t  upon  the 
high-road,  for,  notwithstanding  the  great  popu- 
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IstioD  of  iIh;  country,  Intvcllitig  is  not  general 
UDOOg  any  dus  of  lh«  natives.  The  grotesque 
tquipages  we  met  with  this  dji;  have  given  ample 
rauBf  for  aniiiRcment ;  and  the  various  tribes  af 
pi-ciplr  who  arc  Journejrin|{  with  us,  give  much 
room  for  upwulation  and  c-oojecture :  thvrt-Mcm 
I  u  be  onlltfctions  of  all  the  couDtrie^  of  the  East- 
Wi-  have  not  failed  to  add  our  tihare  of  enter- 
tainment tu  the  icene,  and  have  given,  I  fear,  to 

,  aocne  daiaea  more  trouble  and  annoyance  than 

\m  felt  the  least  disposed  to  do.  There  is  a 
striking  ouolraitl  between  the  patient  mode  of 

I  procnxliog  among  the  natives,  and  "  the  pace" 
St  which  the  Kuropeans  proceed  in  their  journeys. 
We  were  cantering  along  at  our  usual  rate,  when 
voverlookadroveof  bullocks  laden  with  goods 
for  the  fair.  Many  of  them  were  quite  wild,  and 
apparently  just  taken  from  the  pasture  to  carry 
ihc  burthen*  tliat  were  swung  upon  their  backs 
ID  bag*  balanced  by  their  equal  weight,  for  they 
aeUom  use  any  girths.  Our  approach  wa*  loo 
■oddoi  for  them,  and  tliey  wt  off  galloping  in 

1  every  puMJblv  direction ;  the  order  of  march 
wasKoua  irretrievably  disturbed ;  bales  of  goods 
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and  bags  of  grain  strewed  the  road ;  >nd  tlie 
unfortunate  merchants  and  thar  sonants  set  off 
scrciuning  in  pursuit  of  thf  runaway  cattle,  wtucb 
led  them  ii  wairy  dnnce;  for,  delighted  at  tbeir 
libcratinn  from  ihnildoiii,  iliey  never  stupp«]  to 
look  behind  (ht^m,  hut  bi'tttok  thcnm-lvcs  to  the 
course  of  the  wood  on  each  aide  of  the  road  bj 
whieJi  we  were  [tauing. 

Several  herds  were  graxing  around  :  and,  as  if 
to  congratulate  their  fellows  on  tbeir  escape. 
haMened  to  the  scene,  with  their  tails  in  the  air, 
and  in  compact  columns  ruslied  by  us,  nearly 
smothering  us  with  the  dust  tbej  raisrd ;  then 
wheeling  suddenly  round,  ludttil  at  the  head  of 
a  line  of  hackerivN  (bullock  carriAges)  and  seemed 
determined  to  renixt  the  iKLtiuige :  llw  animals  in 
the  hockerie*  were  di*|)a«ed  to  jnin  in  the  frisk, 
and  it  required  all  the  groaning  and  Iwiitting  of 
their  tails  thcdrivcrs  were  capable  of,  to  p<«TCiil 
tliem.  They  dragged  their  vehicles  off  the  road, 
however,  some  lodging  in  a  ditch,  and  others,  in 
endeavouring  to  chmb  up  a  bank,  discharging 
their  load«  rather  DreiiiatDrcIy  at  the  fool  of  ii. 
Ttwre  were  odc  or  two  little  curiagea  (irawn  by 
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tlut  went  quietly  over  the  ruin,  neither 

ey,  nor  th**  partie«  who  drove?  th^m,  iwvming  to 

I— MK  about  the  matlcfr.  Two  fonnidablc  locking 

^bwchinc«,in  the  xhapeof  bee>bives,  covered  with 

^pcarit-l  cloth,  having  cunainB  in  front  of  them, 

Hind  each  drawn  bj-  a  pair  of  very  fine  bullocks, 

had  been  moving  with  all  thv  solemnit}'  po«iublc 

to  tliL-  front  of  the  procevston,  when  an  offensive 

^^lovcinc-Dt  01)  the   fuirt  of  titv  cattle,   having 

^boairtlitng  lhiTeKeinbUnc«ora  charge,  involved 

tfaetn  io  th«  giiwral  uproar,  and  Ibe  leading  one 

Ipaetthig,  eotnpleled  the  confusion. 

The  >creaniiog  of  females  from  within,  who 

to  be  crowded  like  bees  in   their  hives, 

n>ft   tend    to  diminJsli  tlic  confusion  that 

iMHUcd.    Tl»eir  voiccii,  on  the  oontrarj-,  "like 

fftddlee  ID  a  concert,  ever  the  loudest,  tf  not 

the  sbritlest  inslrumentit,"   rather  contributing 

H'lo  iwcll  th«  tumult.    It  was  diflicult  to  discorer 

whdhor  they  were  moM  alannnl  or  angry,  from 

the  effect  it  had'  upon  the  men ;   however,  I 

think  (he  latter  feeling  pivdonii noted,  for  they 

H  abandoned  all  alteiiiptN  to  remedy  the  evils  that 

Hhad  crowded  upon  them,  and  tuining  upon 
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the  vomen  with  t)»e  mottt  violent  f^rstures,  en- 
deavoured to  out-longue  tlimi.  Thv  language 
of  the  !Easl.  at  all  times  Ggiirative  and  extrava- 
gant, exceeds  nny  thing  that  can  be  iniagtoeii 
in  the  nictaphor  of  its  abuse,  and  the  (onvnt 
of  wonls  that  an  enraged  woman  can  pour 
upon  tlio  car  of  her  opponent  is  fri^itful 
indeed! 

The  skimiiBh  [hnt  had  been  confined  in  tfie  first 
instance  to  the  few  who  liad  suffered  from  the 
overthrow,  now  liccanie  general;  the  following 
hackeries  could  not  proceed  until  the  one  that 
interrupted  their  progress  vas  righted.  Il  was 
necvN»ary,  therefore,  that  the  drivers  in  tho  rear 
should  rush  forward  to  nbusc  lite  men  whose 
duty  it  was  to  make  them  a  iMsage,  and  they 
Wt  not  one  moment  of  their  opportunity.  The 
plot  continued  thickening  every  minute,  for  tho 
n)B<Iti  are  so  narrow  thrmighmit  the  country, 
that  it  is  not  an  eji»y  matter  for  one  cart  to  pm 
another:  and  as  there  is  sehloiti  any  eniulatioo 
in  cither  bullock  or  driver,  it  is  not  necessary, 
perliaps,  that  they  should  be  able  to  do  so. 
At  if  the  rainy  season  had  totally  destroyed  all 
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of  a  rood,  it  seems  to  be  the  plan 
|Jbr  the  tint  cart  that  passes  nftcr  il,  to  fix  the 
ck  for  all  thcuthtTs,  iii>d  most  scriipiiloufly 
<  they  adhere  to  the  ruts  llutt  have  Ex-en  thus 
Uid  down  M  B  guide.     The  noise  ruse  to  such 
a  pitch,  that  we,  who  were,  1  hope,  the  innocent 
eauces  of  all,  found  our  endeavours  utterly  un- 
availing to  restore  order.     VVc  cantered  out  of 
it,  and  were  long  before-  ve  lind  entirely  eecapcd 
tfac  sound. 
I  ■hall  Devi-r  forget  the  shrill  accent  of  one 
Ittld  woman  wlio  M-«nvd  lo  be  the  nuitron  of 
\Utm  mt,  and  uiuinetl  the  right,  as  tihe  niu«t 
inly  bad  the  power,  of  out-IIcrodin);  all. 
thrust   her  lank   figure,    hastily   covered 
with  •  ycUow  scarf,  thruugti  ihv  opcniug  of 
carriage  >1k'  wuh  driving  in,  oik!  waving 
long  shrivelled  arm,  liarangued  at  llu;  tup 
her  Voice  for  more  than  live  minutes  without 
E-dnwhif*  bmth.     We  pitted  llic  partner  of  no 
[fliudi  suftneMi,  wIm  stood  at  lltc  hcnd  of  his 
(buUocka  willi  an  indilTereiMse  that  nothing  but 
'  could  have  given  him,  and  honlily 
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frcHB  ibc  vhtriwiBd  of  hn  tongue 
Had  1  MK  Imt  M  a  bbttcd  immth,  I  ilMwld 
W««  dnabted  whether  she  w«tv  "aughl  tliu 
■iB  BaT  qaesdm,*  »  witbend  and   so  wild 


iW  «n  btcaBi  toj  bot,  we  reacbnl 
AeiriBiige  of  JiwHipwn  which  aeemed  In  bt 
qnle  doefttd — all  its  tobabitaiiu  beiDg  ahtfpl 
ai  the  Ur.  It  was  doC,  bowercr,  noisekM,  for 
we  <Rce  Ukmtd  tfanogb  iu  streets  bv  crowds 
td  do^  that  KoattgouMlj  mw  us  to  the  oatsidc 
ti  the  town.  Tbc  raad  bow  bccatnc  sandr,  and 
■at  MB^kaant  to  ride  over.  We  were  well 
•helccnd  br  tbe  bfancbes  of  ibe  trees,  aed 
ht  the  various  tribes  of  traTdlen 
:  tbnogb  tbe  wood,  who  iDcmscd  coo* 
adcrablT  is  Bumben  and  picturrMiuc  appear- 
^Me-  At  the  town  of  Knokol,  where  wc  >dod 
mijimI^  ^cte  was  a  still  ^natrr  ooUcclioD. 
It  (HMcd  to  be  at  oatpoct  lo  tbe  artnin  of  pH- 
piai%  aad  waAaaitt  that  were  by  ihb  tinte 
caUected  at  Murdnr:  bones,  caincU,  aoA 
drphantt.    with    «a   iaowarablc    xaxkty   of 
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tiuniQ  lxulg^  wet«  tutscm'bliH)  here  to  talcc 
tbfir  lost  rwt  Wforc  they  snsde  ibdr  entrj-  to 
ihc  fjir. 

Kunkul  iit  a  \«ry  conftulcrahle  villa^,  and 
tiie  country  around  it  extremeljr  iH-siilirul. 
Wc  were  agreeaWy  surprised,  and  the  more  so 
from  the  transition  b«ing  sudden,  M  the  chnnf;^ 
ibe  icencry  in  its  nvif^ibourhoucl  prcscnteii 
froB  the  dmtry  soimmem  of  that  of  the  pre^ 
(tdingdayL 

The  atreets  are  wid«,  and  the  houses  rrmark- 
>bly  good,  built  nf  brick,  and  whitcni-d  with 
cnnent.  A  numbnr  of  singular  figurejt  are 
painted  tipoii  th«  walU  and  the  fronts  of  the 
bouses — animals  of  every  dewription,  and  men 
and  women  that  have,  I  bogie,  no  reseinblanceft 
upon  earth !  and  in  portions  in  utter  di-fi.inee 
of  the  rules  of  either  nature  or  art.  These 
paindngs,  "a)  fresco,"  arc  in  colour  clover  imU 
taiions  of  mdity.  The  biimnn  beings  are  of  al  | 
shade*,  an<l  the  tigers  and  leopards  are  striped 
and  spotted  with  admirable  preciaioa.  A  group 
<J  European  gentlemen,  t^mokiug,  with  their  I^ 
die*  by  tlivir  sides,  and  surrounded  by  servants. 
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uccupivd  nearly  the  whole  front  of  one  of  llie  lar- 
gest )iotiM-» — nntl  a  iiiokI  whimsicn)  (Hclure  thejr 
prcwntni.  Blsck  |>t^>|>lf,  it  lian  been  obsenW, 
foci  n  grcnti-r  tlt-grw  of  Kuqiriw,  iwt  unmixed 
urilli  liomH-,  at  fir»t  iK-tioldiiij;  a  white  person, 
than  w«  do  at  nierling  hdc  uf  their  mnip)exi<»i. 
Those,  who  first  descnxjing  to  the  plaint 
through  Hunlwar,  to  mix  among  the  siniiulnr 
looking  lit-iiigH  pictured  at  Kunkul,  if  this  he 
true,  will  hnve  gocxl  c:au»«  to  l>e  ditigtiaU-tl  ut  the 
Arst  reprcaentalioDs  ihvy  meet  with  of  ihcm. 
We  De«(l  not  be  mortified,  however,  at  our 
caricjiluri-w,  whiU)  their  own  arc  fully  as  ludt- 
erous.  I  wait  not  able  to  diicover  to  whoM- 
hrual)  ihis  villoj^  was  indebted  for  its  uncom- 
mon decorations. 

In  the  groves  of  trees  around  were  many 
moukcys,  that  appeared  to  occupy  the  houses  in 
common  with  their  human  inhRhitiinl*.  wlicn- 
«ver  tlH'y  felt  difpooed  to  change  the  nccne; 
they  were  tn  he  seen  by  doxens  playing  on  the 
flat  roofft,  nr  perched  wi|h  much  gravity  at  t)vc 
open  verandahs,  to  observe  the  passing  crowds 
Continuing  through  a  tbickening  fomt,  wv  n>d« 


FAU    OP   BCBDWAB. 


137 


into  Hurdwur  by  a  narrow  path  acrois  a,  gentle 
hill  that  row;  fnm\  the  bank  of  tlie  river.  Amoii^ 
the  treta  were  two  temples,  not  very  far  apart, 
Whvn  the  atriogs  of  travellers  arrived  opposite 
ibetn,  each  person  exclaimctl  with  a  loud  voice, 
*'  Mahadeo  Bol  T  and  "  bol,  bol,"  conlimicd  to 
mound  fur  sonic  lime  ulung  tlie  sacred  xhurcs. 
EniCTging  froni  this  sheltered  spot,  we  were  in 
a  luopient  in  tlie  midst  of  bustle — in  the  centre 
of  tlie  bir  of  Hurdwar ! 


ISS 


CHAPTER  VI. 


"I'be  ftir  <•(  Hmitrtt — Di^nMion  in  partutt  «f  Ti^ti*,  wiih 
minr  Dllmr  <li|;nwtinns— Ill-flflDCM  of  001  lio*|iing  to  iIm 
UtMt— R«lurn  (o  Mecrul. 


It  ia  not  an  easy  mutter  to  describe  lh«  sioguUr 
Bccne  that  ia  oxhibititl  at  tlic  fair  of  Hurdwar, 
where  the  Hindoos  assemble  in  countlns  mol- 
litudcs,  to  combine,  as  they  every  where  coo- 
trivc  so  admirably  to  do,  their  spiritual  aod 
temporal  pursuits.  For  scrcral  miles  bcforir 
wo  reached  it,  we  had  p(i»»c<l  thousands  of  peo- 
ple in  every  description  of  vehieic  hutening 
towordft  iU  They  were  of  all  age«,  all  cos* 
tomes,  and  all  complexions:  no  spot  upon 
earth  can  produce  so  great  a  variety  of  the 
hunuD  race  at  one  aasemblage,  and  it  would  be 
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itopofisiblc  to  «)uiii«ratr  the  articles  ofdiflerent 
fiorU,  or  wen  the  couiitricii  that  pnxlucv  ihcm, 
offpml  for  sale  in  the  Htn-ctiL  The  men-hnnts 
B  in  tlieir  own  languages  praise  th«r  own  com- 
moditiM,  and  mnkc  n  confusion  of  tongues 
highly  bcwihlcring  to  »  It-anieil  |iun(lit,  but  to 

I  a  European,  "oonfuwon  worse  confounded." 
There  are  horses  from  all  parts  of  the  globr, 
elephants,  camels,  and  bufinloK,  cows,  and  sheep 
ofeverydenoniinAttnn,  thickly  crt)«rdcd  logvtlicr; 
dogiy  rats,  and  monkcjs,  leopards,  bean,  and 
cbcaton;  sometimes  the  cubs  of  a  tigrn*,  and 
■Iwajrs  from  tlw  elk  to  lh«  mouse  deer,  every 
Ispccin  of  that  animal.  Shawls  from  Cashmrre, 
and  woollen  cloths  frotn  England,  arc  displayed 
on  thr  unie  sull ;  coral  from  iIk'  Hed  Sea,  agate 
frotn  the  Guswral,  precious  stones  from  Ceylon, 

I  gums  and  ^[ttceflfrum  Arabia,  asafoeti da  and  ros^ 
water  from  Persia,  brought  by  the  natives  uf 
each  country  to  the  mart,  lie  by  the  side  of 
watehea  from  France,  |Hckles  from  Chiiui, 
sauoea  from  England,  and  perfume  from  llond- 
•trwl  and  (he  Hue  St  Iloiwrt.  I  have  seen  a 
of  French  rouge,  and  henna  for  tlie  fingers 
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of  an  eastern  fuir,  telling  in  adjutning  booths; 
antimony  to  give  languor  to  an  oriental  eye,  and 
all  tbc  cmbellishmratb  of  a  European  toilet  1 

In  roaming  throu^  tW  fair  tou  arc  amused 
by  the  trickt  of  the  eastern  jockcyn :  here  one 
is  anibh'ng  on  a  rirhlj:  caparisoned  linnw,  »ilh 
necklaces  uf  bead»  and  t»angles  of  ulver,  dt^ 
playinghispiaceswith  the  utmost  dcxtrrily;  ano- 
Iher  is  ga)lo])ing  as  hard  as  he  can,  ii>  sltow  bow 
admirably  he  can  bring  him  on  his  haunches ; 
while  a  third  Lets  fais  horu  loo^c.  and  calls  him 
by  a  whistle,  (o  prove  his  docUitV'  Elcphaou 
a»d  cnnH-Is  are  cxhihiting  at  the  same  time  their 
several  gracn  and  accompli  all  roent^  while  a 
Pcr&ian,  with  a  brood  of  (he  beautiful  cats  of 
his  country,  slands  quietly  by  to  atlnicl  you 
with  his  quodniprds,  if  you  sliould  fail  in 
making  a  bargain  fur  the  larger  onc«- 

The  dealers  invariably  ink  ten  times  as  much 
as  they  mean  to  lake,  and  vary  thiir  dentands 
US  tbi-y  gather  from  your  countenance  your 
anxiety  or  iudiffirtnce  for  the  purchase.  It  is 
iwt  unronimon  for  a  horsc^lcalcr  to  fall,  in  thf 
countc  of  a  few  mumciits,  in  his  deuuind,  from 
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ten  to  one  tlioUHind  rupees.  When  the  twrgaia 
is  about  to  be  concluded, 'tla-  buyer  and  the 
seller  throw  a  cloth  over  thvir  hands,  and 
nunjpg  a  pri«-,  luocrlnin  by  the  prc*»urc  of  cer- 
tain jofaita  how  nearly  they  are  making  towards 
it«  terniinati<H].  Oy  this  means,  in  the  miditt  of 
a  crowd  they  deal  in  secret ;  and  it  is  laughable 
to  see,  through  an  afTccted  iur  of  carelesmesSf 
how  deeply  they  arc  intCTvuted. 

During  their  great  attention  to  worldly  mat- 
ters, they  are  not  foi^etful  of  the  grand  object 
of  (he  Hunlwar  meeting;  crowds  nuccixiling 
cmwd*,  more  all  daylowardti  the  Ghaut,  and  tio 
minute  of  the  twenty-four  hours  passes  without 
bdng  marked  by  the  cleanly  rites  of  the  worship 
oTGunga:  thedevout  bathers  of  all  senes,  assem- 
ble in  thotiMinds,  and  perform  thdr  ablutions 
witb  to  perf^.'ct  u  sinciTily  and  indiffi-rence  to 
appntrsnoe,  thai  ihey  teem  nearly  ignorant  whe- 
ther tiKy  are  clad  or  not. 

The  Ghaut  presents  as  singular  and  moilt-y  n 
sight  as  tlic  fair  itself:  Europeans  lounging  on 
the  baeks  of  elephants  to  wilneas  the  bathin^- 
Bralimins  busy  in  collecting  the  tribute^reli- 
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gioiis  mcndicanta  displayiag  every  species  of  in- 
decency and  distortion— And  Chmlian  minium 
»nxi(>u)Jy  iiiid  induslriuuftly  dintnbuting  to  the 
pilgrinift  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  tnnsbited  into 
their  various  langua^s.  Some  of  th<«c  rxcdktit 
men — for  no  diffieulty  or  labour  tiny*  Uicm  in 
tlieir  heavenward  coum. — Mt  in  ibc  porches  of 
tlie  U-mpU-m  with  lioakels  of  tracts  by  tbar 
side.t,  {giving  llietn  to  all  who  approach;  ibe 
number  so  diaseminaled  must  be  very  great,  for 
every  person  is  attracted  to  the  seat  of  the  mi»- 
eioDary  as  he  imsscs  from  ihv  river  to  complete 
his  devotion  at  the  temple. 

Wc  hear  very  Utile  of  Hindoo  convenico. 
and  many  who  have  not  had  itic  op|Mrtunity  of 
witncsKing  the  Bcal  and  perK-vernncc  of  our 
missionaries  may  ima^ne  that  they  slumber 
OD  their  |K»l!t.  But  theirs  is  a  silent  way, 
and  their  endeavours,  though  Uttlc  teen  or 
heard,  have,  under  the  Divine  assistance,  pro- 
duced some  eflfcct.  It  would  be  enlarging  on  a 
vcU-known  tide  to  dwell  upon  the  sorrows  that 
m  Hindoo  muiit  bear,  and  tlic  struggles  he  muM 
make,  before  he  ran  renounce  hia  religion.   The 
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■ereresi  Bacrificps,  however,  have  been  made, 
and  as  it  has  brcn  often  gmvcly  asserted,  that 
such  examples  of  Hnccrity  have  never  occurred, 
1  cannot  rvsitt  rrtuliiig  tlte  following  inslancet 
which  fell  under  niy  own  observation. 

A  soldier  belonging  to  one  of  the  native  regi. 
menls  bad  been  baptiitcd  by  the  diaplain  of  the 
alatton  where  it  was  quartered.  He  wati  a 
great  favourite  witli  bi.t  comradeo,  and  such  u 
ctrciuu»ta»LV  made  no  inoonu<lerKble  stir  among 
tbem.  The  government,  on  hearing  of  the  mat- 
tcrr,  ordered  an  investigation  into  it ;  the  soldier's 
•tuty  wa*  kiniple,  and  hia  subsequent  conduct 
proved  it  to  be  true, 

"  From  the  first  year  t  entered  the  service," 
be  Hid,  "  I  was  struck  with  the  difference  of 
the  oooduct  of  the  British  officers  and  the  higher 
men  of  my  own  country — lla*  fumicr  I  noticed 
never  told  an  untruth,  and  were  never  guilty  of 
■  dishonest  action— among  the  latter,  truth  was 
little  considernl,  and  knavish  iHcks  were  far  too 
commoti.  On  the  cx|>c<lilton  to  Java,  while  on 
^pboani,  I  had  an  op[)ortunity  of  observing  the 
nanDcri  of  llie  Eugtish  more  minutely,  aud  was 
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confirmod  in  my  ideas  rrgnrding  them,     I  was 
stnick  wilh  their  mode  of  praying  rvrry  Sunday, 
and  became  snxiout  to  be  l>el(er  informed  !n 
their  religious  beliefs.      I  converted  whenever 
I  cuuld  wiih  Europeans  on  the  subject,  and 
never  erased  to  think  of  all  they  told  mc,  til)  on 
my  rrtuni  to  Cakutla,  I  obtained  a  traiulated 
copy  of  tlie  Bible.     I  studied  it  constantly*  and 
determined  to  become  a  Christian.     I  knew  it 
was  necpssarr,  before  I  could  make  this  declara- 
tion,  to   lake  leave  of  crety  nH-mbcr  of  my 
family,  and  1  gut  a  furlough  for  that  purpose.    I 
had  much  to  struggle  with,     I  put  off  the  di>- 
clomre  to  the  last  moment,  and  when  at  length 
1  BBade  it,  all  the  opposition  I  nntlcipnled  wai 
(Afvd.     When  I  rombatal  ihdr  nTgumcota, 
ibey  aMwIcd  me  with  reproaches  and  tear*.     1 
reoiaiDed  firm,  however,  and  parted  with  them 
at  if  I  had  been  ping  to  execution.    I  can  never 
bsfH-  to  BMvi  then  again.     Judge  if  I  am  not 
ammt.    Asd  mam,  gmtimnm,"  continued  be, 
wMnuaing  the  ■aiHiy  canrt  of  inquiry,  "  are 
yiNi  WA  Chri>tkaB  and  aoldien  looT  bow  then 
am  ay  bwwing  a  Cbrntian  uo6t  me  for  a 
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tuldier  f  at  whv,  becAuae  I  believe  in  your  God, 
an  I  not  capnblc  of  wrviDg  ymtr  king?"  Il 
was  considcml  proper  to  mnove  this  man  froiti 
hi*  rvgiuwnL  A  jwiiitiou,  tht.-  ammmt  of  hie 
(M^,  was  setlletl  upon  him,  and  he  now  is  free 
to  altend  (he  Cliristian  wor»liip.  and  a  man  of 
sionr  ciEtMnpliury  manner,  or  more  respectable 
apfworiuirc,  cMinut  be  found  in  any  church  in 

Th«  loii'«r  claiaes  of  Uinttooa  have,   I  am 

jpicred  tu  say,  little  encouragement  to  believe, 

from  llie  example  of  thi-ir  npinU  oin<Hig  our  own 

couDiryuKik    The  self-indutgcncc  that  the  heat 

of  iW  dimate  in  some  degree  may  excuse,  sinks, 

■mong  ihv  lower  order  of  Europcanti,  into  the 

ooarie»t  immorality.   Although  (heditunplineof 

iha  lroD|M  is  a*  high  as  possible,  there  are  few 

•ervifes  more  irksome  to  the  feelings  of  a  l)nii*]i 

oCtcer,  and  none  less  appreeiatcd,  than  a  tour 

of  duty  in  the  East  Iitdict.    It  ts  not  a  light  oo- 

*  I  hof*  ih*  Rar,  II.  F..  tb*  gMttlMnaa  f>«n  whom  1  IimH 
iM*  Moij,  •hooM  UiM*  pafn  •m  Ml  unJtr  Lii  aoti<o, 
win  picuM  Bj  Lmioc  uikm  Ih*  librrij'  c4  sukiiig  tl>H 
•boTs  as*  of  il  I  it  iauntKi  me  m  moth  tliit  I  could  n«( 
mtitrkteMlu 
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cupation  to  hold  conslanlly  the  bridle  on  lieco- 
tiouuKss  ami  crime. 

The  many  classes  of  Hindoos  who  attend  at 
Uurdwar  pmcnt  the  moat  iatcrestiRf;  oght  to 
a  EumpcaD  that  can  be  imagined.  It  b 
a  school  of  manDcrs  and  customs.  I  was  astt^ 
nished  at  the  striking  diflTcrcncr  in  complexion 
and  features  of  the  inhabiiaiitv  of  ibc  same 
country  :  the  (all,  fair  Gguresuf  the  Sikhs,  mitlt 
IIk  blight  and  cool-hlacli  forms  of  the  Beiw 
gakes,  ofierctl  itot  n  gn-alcr  contrast  than  the 
short  and  sturdy  Ghwrkas  «)th  their  ycUow 
Tartai4ikc  fiwcs,  exhibited  bclireen  both  of  theae. 
The  men  of  Cabul  and  of  Thibet  are  again 
totally  different ;  and  though  last  not  lessti  the 
Europeans,  whose  tents  and  equipage*  contrast 
as  widely  with  the  strange  display  around  them, 
a*  Ihcy  tlirmselvef  differ  in  person  and  dren. 
The  noises  suit  well  with  the  grotesque  soenf. 
From  the  aacrcd  shdl  of  the  Brahmin  to  the 
roaring  of  wild  beasts,  there  is  cTcry  variety  of 
Tocal  nitd  instrumental  music. 

I  had  pitched  my  tent  in  the  midst  of  the  mar- 
ket-place, on  I  little  hill,  cotnmwiding  a  view  of 
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ibc  whole  scene.  1  had  9oon  reason  to  quarrel 
with  injr  position.  On  one  side  of  me  was  the 
uafoctids  baaar — oo  the  other  the  booths  of  the 
coofectionm.  The  odour  arising  from  the 
first,  and  tl>e  flies  nttracted  b;  the  last,  were 
more  than  human  patience-  could  endure.  To 
complete  my  ditajttfr,  I  found  (hat  I  was  en- 
camped over  a  cluster  of  ants'  nest*— an  event 
that  ver;  frequently  occurs — so,  when  driven  in 
to  shelter  myself  from  the  flie«,  I  ran  the  risk  of 
being  ncarlj-  being  devoured  by  the  ants.  I  soon 
it<rtemiinvd  to  change  my  position,  aiul  chose  a 
clear  Kput  of  gnM,  cm  the  eilgv  of  a  thick  wood, 
a  little  witJraut  the  village. 

Though  I  gained  in  comfort  by  daylight,  I 
found  to  sequestered  a  spot  was  not  culctitatcd 
for  a  dark  night.  The  thierca  of  llic  Ea«l 
are  tlic  most  cx]H-rt  in  the  world ;  and  as  I 
wM  travelling  from  curiunity,  they  were  com- 
ptaiMnt  ettough  to  show  me  some  of  their  sleight 
of  liand.  My  tent  wa&  a  very  small  one,  calcu> 
lated  only  for  my  mountain  journey ;  and  tlierc 
waa  little  nwre  room  in  it  than  served  to  admit 
my  bed  and  table :  tbey  contrived,  iwverthelesa. 
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«hilr  I  irosftsle^  within  it,  to  carry  M'ory  thing 
I  p()WK-SM.-d  away  ;  and  when  I  ruse  at  daylight 
to  eommrnoc  my  jourocy,  I  had  the  prospect  of 
tnakinfr  worjie  than  n  Inirc-footcd  pilgriniage. 
My  caiivai;H  walls  had  beiii  cut  tltrotigh  in  two 
places;  by  one  aperture,  no  dotibt,  they  entered, 
and  escaped  by  the  other.  Fortunately  for  mc, 
they  had  been  disturbed,  and  many  oTmy  clothe* 
hung  on  the  branches  of  the  neighbouring  trees. 
1  felt  mortified  at  being  robbed  so  easily,  while 
id  the  tent  myself;  but  was  much  coiitolcd,  in 
Ihe  moniing,  by  learning  that  the  knapneks  of 
*  pic«]ucl  liad  been  also  stolen  from  the  leatf  io 
which  the  men  componng  it  were  aaleep. 

I  have  heard  m>  many  instances  of  the  sIdU 
of  these  worthies,  that  I  sliould  iwver  fi-el  asto- 
nished at  any  feats  they  might  perform.  A 
trarcllcr  accustomed  to  be  robbed  in  Europe 
would  Kcarcdy  ihink  it  ponsiblc  that  a  Aeet 
should  be  Steven  from  under  him  without  his 
ditcovering  it ;  but  nothing  is  more  simple  to  a 
Hindoo  thief; — perfectly  naked,  he  glides,  like 
a  serpent,  into  the  room,  and  sits  on  the  floor,  at 
the  fool  of  Ihe  bed,  watching  his  opportunitv  - 
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wi>cn  ite  thinks  titc  sleeper  fut  as  possible,  lie 
givKt  Ok  fhrd  up-nllc  pull, and  crouch«s  under 
the  bed.  If  diiiluriK<l  from  his  luip,  seeing  no> 
lhin|{,  the  inan  yavns,  slrclchiit,  turns  round, 
■imI  sleeps  again,  'i'hia  ia  natural,  and  on  this 
the  lliivf  reckons.  By  repe«tin<H;  the  same  ope- 
radou  two  or  throe  times,  the  utmost  that  will  he 
DMOMTj,  he  f^iuns  the  sheet,  and  iuuke&  <>f1'. 

To  leave  the  people  for  the  scenery :  nothing 
cMa  exeiwd  the  change  between  tlie  countrj'  of 
Hurdwaraitd  ihalonlyfive  milnlM^ow  it.  You 
break  from  a  desert  to  green  fields— from  a 
dreary  uceso  to  a  fairy  land.  Travelling  on  the 
pLatiu  of  lodiot  in  the  month  of  April,  when  the 
bw—w  erery  day  announce  the  approach,  by 
gn>wing  hotter  anil  hotter,  of  the  burning  wiml* 
of  May,  ia  little  more  than  one  degree  better 
than  the  deaert.  The  land  has  not  ([uite  lost  its 
greenness,  bowerer  ;  but  a  vapour  (at  mid-day) 
hoDge  fncr  it,  so  like  a  mirage,  that  notwiib- 
etaoding  its  cultivation,  while  your  camels  toil 
patiroily  along,  you  may  almost  deem  yourself 
no  the  rood  to  Klecra.  How  delightful,  thero 
fare,  is  it  to  hail  the  wooded  hills  of  the  Kurd- 
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Pa^i,  aiul  tlie  broad  and  rnpid  ilow  of  ihe 
Ganges  as  it  breaks  from  the  conlrol  of  moun- 
tains, to  pasB  more  than  twelve  hundred  inil«>  to 
t)tc  tea  I  It  ifi  the  cincumitoDcc  of  Uurdwar  bcv 
ing  the  first  pass  by  which  the  sacred  river  enter* 
le  |>lainx,  lluil  has  made  it  to  holy  o  spot ;  and 
ing  it  for  ito  cleanly  a  ceremony  of  derouon  u 
bathing,  isa  matter  of  high  im[>ortancetoinanyt 
who  seemed  to  have  aourished  their  impuriliei 
■t  lejist  a  year,  to  gire  Gunga  the  sole  merit  of 
Gli;an»iiig  them^too  jealotis  of  the  honour  of 
tlidrgod  to  suffer  any  other  water  to  rival  htm- 
April  ICHh. — As  wc  did  not  feel  discouraged 
by  the  disapgKiintini-nt  of  our  first  nttrmpt  at 
tiger-nhootiiig,  vre  reeved,  JDittead  of  entering 
the  Valley  of  the  Dboon,  to  go  in  pursuit  of  such 
sport  once  more,  and  beat  through  tlie  jungle  at 
the  foot  of  the  range  of  hills  (hat  divide  that 
beautiful  valley  from  the  pUuns.  W«  set  out 
about  two  o'clock,  intending  to  pass  iho  night  in 
a  tope  of  trees  which  wc  had  observed  in  posdng 
near  the  village  of  Jualla|>ori>.  Ttu>  fair  was 
drawing  to  its  clow,  a*  well  as  the  |XTiod  that  is 

idcrvd   most  holy  and  eJEcaeious  for 
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bathers,  which  is  iletoruiinvd  by  ihc  motion  of 
Ihr  heavenly  bod  If*. 

The  road  was  tlill  moT«  cmwtli-d  than  vhen 
we  eoteml  it,  for  all  classes  werv  proccrdin^ 
homeward,  many  in  hij^h  Epirils  at  the  result 
of  lltrir  spccuUtionK,  an<]  many  siiflici«ntly  sad, 
al  having  to  drive  their  (.'atttc,  or  drng  th«ir 
bak«,  half  through  Hindmtan  beforclhry  could 
stand  any  chance  of  g1^tting  rid  of  Ihrin.  I  ob- 
aerred  many  horses  that  had  been  **  crird  at  four 
thousand  pi«;es  of  gold  "  on  the  commenoi-mcnt 
of  tliv  fair,  thnt  thrir  owners  would  have  been 
well  plensed  tu  ))art  iritli  now  fur  n  few  hundred 
pieces  of  silver.  They  arc  often  obliged  to  lead 
them  as  low  down  as  AllalialMiI,  or  Benares, 
before  they  can  meet  with  purcha^rs  for  them. 
There  it  scarcely  a  Serai  in  any  town  of  the 
Doab  tliat  has  not  at  one  period  of  the  day, 
during  iIk  spring  of  tlio  year  aiul  the  cold  sea- 
son.  a  siring  of  IiorKes  resting  In  it,  with  ull  the 
jockies  of  tl>o  neighbourhood  tmoking  in  coundl 
upon  thdr  Trs[)cctivc  (gttnliiies. 

The  viulcrt,  whose  devotion  alone  has  led 
them  to  Hurdwor,  may  cntily  be  known  by  the 
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family  groups  ibcr  form,  and  their  happy  f»cta, 
ID  which  it  is  ca«y  to  fancy  you  may  read  the 
conviction  of  th*  good  deed  tliey  have  jurt  per- 
formed. It  is  impossible  to  look  at  them,  knuir. 
ing  the  great  distances  ihey  hare  come  for  tbe 
purpoM.',  and  tlie  weary  way  tlicy  hare  yet  be* 
fore  litem  to  tbdr  homes,  without  intcmt. 
Atas '.  that  so  much  zeal  and  so  great  ^If-denial 
should  be  bestowed  upon  such  a  cause  ! 

In  noticing  the  disiributiou  of  the  Scriptum 
by  a  missioaary,  who  had  posted  himself  near 
tlte  Ghaut,  I  ftHgot  to  mention  the  avidity  with 
which  many,  particularly  of  the  Sikhs  CTx>wdcd 
around  him  to  obtain  copies.  I  stood  for  some 
time  near  the  spot  wla-n-  he  wa»  silting,  wttli- 
otit,  I  believe,  being  jwrccived  by  him,  aiid  wa« 
otlonisheil  at  the  attention  tlicy  all  paid  to  the 
few  wordK  he  was  able  to  address  to  them.  A 
middle-aged  man,  with  several  of  his  family 
about  bin),  came  up  to  me  with  his  book,  and  le- 
piiited  the  words  the  "  Padre  Sahib  "  had  spoken 
to  him  on  prcsentingit,  and.as  if  really  anxiou& 
to  have  tbcm  corroborated,  asked  with  much 
camestncH  if  it  wore  true— "Sach  bat?"     I 


seLiuioua  DEvoTKi:*. 


I 


I 


asMiwd  hiro  it  all  was.  "  Th*-!!,"  sakl  be,  "  I 
will  re«l  the  book  to  m;  family  wlicDcvn- 1  get 
bone." 

It  was  indeed  a  aad  change  to  titm  from  thi* 
pleasing  picture  to  the  naked  and  ilisguiiting 
devotees  wbo glided  like  trotiblml  spirits,  among 
Ibe  crowd,  th«ir  persoiiJt  smeared  with  clialk  or 
cow-dung,  and  tfaeir  lieads  personifying  com- 
plelelj  tbe  intagined  freak  of  Queen  Klab, 

•■  Wko  laU*  th«  air-tocki  in  fovl  iluniik  batnk 
Wlifti  mm  aBiHgkd,  omcb  mufonuiu!  bodw." 

Wc  found  it  w  difficult  logvt  every  body  away 
from  ilie  fair,  that  it  wu  tunsct  before  wc 
reached  Juallapore;  aitd  having  with  proper 
foresight  sent  our  cooks  and  dinners  forward, 
although  ibe  tents  had  not  arrived,  the  "  kitchen 
range"  wa»  soon  established,  and  all  appeared  to 
be  going  merrily  on.  Under  the  slulltT  of  a 
high  bi-dge  were  arranged  s])itB  with  {waoocks 
and  partridgv*,  while  soup,  rice,  and  currie  were 
boiling  ab  fast  as  they  could  arouiul ;  and,  though 
last  not  least,  the  oven,  which  bad  been  formed 
in  a  bank  of  clay  close  by>  was  "heating"  as  well 


^ 


a.1  could  be  expected,  wheD  su<t<k-nly  the  hucftof 
sun-set  were  obscured,  and  a  dark  clnud  rose  in 
tlu- north<wfxt;  a  luw  iniiniiur  utlivrrd  the  ap- 
proach of  something  destructive  to  our  plans, 
and  ill  a  moment  after  the  lipboon  (humcanc) 
vas  upon  ut. 

The  tents  had  arrived  a  few  minutes  before, 
and  were  in  the  act  of  being  pitched ;  they  verr 
scattered,  however,  in  every  direction.  DuM 
rolled  in  billows  about  us,  and  all  vas  in  the 
din'Kt  coiifucion  '.  Our  spits  and  cooking-poU 
were  soon  thrown  proittratc,  and  the  flying  frag- 
ments (^  burnt  wood  denoted  a  farewell  to  the 
possibility  of  retrieving  affairs  for  some  tune. 
Every  one  being  interested  in  their  restoratioo, 
flew  to  the  rescue,  and  it  was  quite  laughable  to 
tee  the  schemes  adopted  to  remedy  the  disaster. 
The  servants  contented  themselves  with  sltouting 
and  scolding  to  the-  utmost  of  their  strrngth, 
while  their  masters,  more  concerned  in  die  mat- 
ter, scrambleil  after  tlw  dispersed  feasL  It  wa* 
now  quite  dark,  but  it  would  appear  too  like  a 
purposcly-eutitrived  confusion,  if  I  were  to  cod- 
tinue  the  description  of  Jl.    I  do  not  think,  Imw- 
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\  It  Tould  bo  possible  to  caricaliirr  it.  In 
such  scnH's  it  is  not  likely  all  people  can  kct-p 
tlivir  tiinpco;  I  must  not  omit  to  celebrate, 
ihcrvfore,  tht-  ruge  of  one  of  oiir  parly,  *tio 
heightened  the  uproar  by  pursuing  hin  serrnnts, 
with  a  honewhip  in  his  hanil,  to  puitUh  them 
Tor  some  imaginary  fault.  They  flew  with  the 
utmo&t  speed  through  the  <larknes8,  while  tlicir 
pursuer  roared  tu  them  in  moftt  unintelligible 
Uindostaoce  to  atop,  and  vented  hia  rage  upon 
tTfry  object,  animate  or  inanimate,  that  came  in 
bis  w«y.  "  Pagul  hopuya,"— he  has  gone  mad, 
iru  ibi;  general  cry  throughout  the  ground, 
while  Mch  terrified  native  flew  from  his  ap- 
proach.    He  still  coolinui'd 


'  To  r«a  a-ttDCk,  Mtd  itit  at  all  Ls  aet," 


H  proacn. 

^pmEoat  any  diminution  of  hia  anger,  till,  fairly 
exhausted,  He  was  obliged  to  ut  down  and  gasp 
for  breath.  We  were  able  to  read  him  u  prac- 
tical tesaon  on  the  disadvantages  of  giving  way 
to  passion,  for  when  he  relumed  to  his  tent,  dis- 
appointed and  fatigued  from  the  chase,  wc  had 
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made  ounclvM  comfortable,  while  the  Kattcnd 
pcirliuns  of  hiit  eqi]i{>age  werv  Mil)  to  *cek,  and 
no  one  toa^Kt  tiim  in  the  punuil.  It  wupast 
iwo  in  the  momiDg  before  he  auccecded  in 
getting  hiii  tent  properly  pitc-hed. 

The  dialogues  that  take  place  between  an 
angry  master,  who  has  little  knowledge  of  the 
language,  and  liis  servants;,  is,  allhou^  ex- 
neniely  entertaining  to  an  uninterested  listener, 
Miffiricntly  alarming  to  the  weaker  party,  the 
tutivcK.  They  show  a  great  deal  of  ingenuity 
in  discovering  the  meaning,  sharpened,  perhaps 
by  lb<.>ir  fi^arK ;  and  although  they  arc  often  ac- 
cused of  stupidity,  I  nitist  declare  that  no  Kunv 
|K«n  peatMint  I  ever  met  with  could  underatand 
directions  delivered  under  similar  disadvantages, 
iu  tiic  manner  they  do.  I  was  aoquatnied  with 
n  |icnton  on  my  first  arrival  in  India,  who 
hoaNtcd  of  knowing  ten  or  twelve  wunta  In  Hio- 
doManee,  with  which  he  found,  to  nse  his  own 
phrase,  "  be  could  get  un  fanwuity."  Qufle 
proud  of  the  extent  of  hit  knowledge,  be  ww 
always  exerdsng  it,  and  in  the  moal  pompous 
nianmr  delivered  his  orders,  never  feeling  the 
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misgiTtng  about  bdng  understood.  It  is 
,  no  sUght  merit,  surrly.  in  the  men  to  ))i;  able  to 
npRM  their  verbose  language  to  so  liinitoil  a 
TocabuUry  as  my  friciKl's.  I  have  i^tea  bt«n 
rcminditl,  in  witnessing  such  scenes,  of  the  diiw 
logue  between  Aacivnt  Pistol  and  his  Frencti 
(irUoDer,  in  Henry  th«  Fifth. 


Frmtk  StUitr.    EaL  d  uapOMibU  d'fabqipvt  l>  Ion*  <(• 
Mbmt 

Ak^    Bnn,cnr! 
Ttoa  itmmai  tni  hmioiu  nomtala  |«m, 

Ofc^MblWit 
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The  abose,  aod  indee^l  the  blow,  tliat  immedi- 
aletr  follow  any  duublfnl  interprcUtion,  would 
"  sort  wcU  with  the  fierceneu"  of  lliat  diatin- 
jpiUiedlMRK 

1  am  sorry  to  say,  the  observations  I  hav« 
madt;  apply  gnwnlly  to  the  military  masters : 
tbr  dvtliam  luve  tlie  advantage  of  a  grvoier 
knowledge  of  live  lan^uitgo,  and  the  means  of 
belter  regulating  (heir  m<nage.  l*'ew  )>cnon«, 
I  hope,  after  a  readence  of  some  years,  are 
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guilty  of  such  otnduct,  snd  much  perhaps  nMjr 
he  nid  in  excuite  of  the  *'new  comers,"  who  find 
thcDiMlvi-)!  suddenly  transported,  at  sixteen  yean 
of  zgc,  {ntm  the  discipline  of  school  to  be  lords 
over  balf-a^ozen  obsequious  lacqueys.  Aod  I 
am  not  certain,  however  detestable  the  custom, 
but  tile  masters  arc  tlic  greatest  fuHervn  in  the 
end,  for  as  no  respectable  servants  can  be  found 
to  engage  with  them,  they  an;  tolerably  Seeded 
for  their  tyranny.  It  is  a  vice  that  carries  hs 
own  puDi^^mmt  with  it. 

Whatever  beauties  and  luxuries  the  EaU  may 
)K>»»c«s  there  is  a  proportionate  difficulty  in 
overcoming  the  dragons  that  guaid  them.  If 
it  were  not  for  the  happy  mixture  c^  the 
ludicrous  in  every  distress  that  orcurs  to  the 
QovicC)  an  arrival  at  Calcutta  would  make 
matter  for  a  pathetic  picture.  How  long  I 
shall  remiiuber  my  imssoj^c  up  the  Iloogly  Ctim 
Saugor,  in  llie  middle  of  June!  seven  of  us 
bag  and  baggage,  in  a  Kinidl  boat,  (u  llaulcah^ 
with  a  cabin  of  about  twelve  feet  by  four.  Two 
nights  ««re   we  engaged   in   active  war  with 


BBTttED   VILLAGE. 

musquitoei,  and  two  day*  <li<i  ire  sit,  "  men  of 
prrpetusl  difutotution  udJ  lliaw,"  gradimlly  melt- 
ing awiy. 

How  often  have  I  pitied  the  poor  youths,  who, 
juftt  landed  from  shipboard,  wander  about  Fort 
William  bulloned  up  to  ihc  throat  in  blue  cloth 
coats,  wliile  the  sun  is  vertical,  their  faces  swelled 
with  musquito  bites,  and  their  persons  in  a  high 
(v\cr  '.  And  tlien  the  rooms  they  are  put  into ! 
ihrworfourof  them  in  one,  perhaps,  without 
Iigbl,»nd  ftlmo4t  without  air!  There  arc  few 
places  in  this  world  so  thoroughly  uncomfort- 

H  able  as  Fori  William,  even  to  the  higher  rtnk». 
but  to  tbe  subalterns  it  U  beyond  all  conception 
terrible. 

^        April  lllh. — We  halted  this  day  in  the  midst 

■  of  the  forest  at  the  base  of  the  hills,  and  near  a 
little  village  ao  pcrfcetly  retired,  that  it  was 
almost  necessary  to  seek  for  it  among  the  trees. 

^ft  I  foTfiet  its  nan>c,  but  it  wos  about  twelve  cosa 
from  Ilurtlwar :  on  ottr  route  to  it  we  had  no4 
met  with  much  to  interMt  us ;  a  few  partridges, 
block  and  grey,  with  a  great  abundanceof  quail, 
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anil  DOW  and  then  a  hag  deer,  aflTorded  it  littk* 
iSTCidon  during  the  mardi.  Thr  gmse  was  m 
long  that  we  found  it  nece^ary  to  tatrr  oar 
howdabs  in  order  to  enjoy  the  sport.  It  is  suf- 
(icientlf  laughable  to  take  llic  firlil  ngainsl 
quail  with  a  siring  of  elephants,  and  tin-  gravils 
of  the  animals  is  brought  will)  a  IiidicTotiB  force 
to  the  niind  when  engaged  in  tiiteh  a  pursuit. 
It  i*  necessary,  however,  in  following  small 
birds  to  be  protected  from  the  probable  altackit 
of  greater  game.  A  tigtT  would  niateriaUj  in- 
terfere with  the  amuBraiitil.  The  elephants  ore 
well  aceuctomcd  to  ibe  sport,  and  almost  seem 
to  Bland  at  a  bird. 

We  gathemi  frum  tlie  nllagc  in  ibe  afVei^ 
Doon  all  ibe  men  and  boys  we  could  find  to  Ikai 
the  ground  for  us  and  made  no  innmsidcrable 
army.  The  qitoiU  arc  ao  niimeroii*  in  thin 
nciglibourhocK),  that  it  is  impoialble  to  load 
rapidly  enough  to  be  ready  for  ihetn,  even  when 
carrying  relays  of  guns.  I  met  a  s|M>rtittg  gcn- 
tletnan,  who  not  long  ago  laid  a  wager  that  ho 
would  thoot  sprmly  brace  within  the  Dhoon, 
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and  ride  a  liurulreil  niilc»,  bctwet-D  daylight  uml 
dinDer  at  six.  o'clock  in  theeveniug,  and  hv  wun 
bis  bet  easily. 

It  is  astonisbiD^  bow  little  consideration  tliv 
diflereiit  dasses  of  natives  poiHess  for  cacb  other. 
It  seemed  to  give  the  Mahouts  pleasure  to  drive 
thrir  dephouu  through  the  standing  com,  ami 
«h«R  tliey  tviited  imuly  whole  sheavea  out  of 
tlie  ground  in  their  trunks  they  nei'er  attenipt<Hl 
lo  prwent  them.  The  Europeans  do  not  often 
«et  them  »  good  example.  Someliines  the  Zv- 
meeodars  apply  for  remunerstiuo  for  mischief 
done,  but  generally  their  apathy  overcomes  tlieir 
sufferings.  We  endcavourwl,  however,  to  avoid 
doiog  injury  as  much  as  possible. 

On  returning  lo  our  tents  in  the  evening  we 
found  a  professional  huntsman  awaiting  ukl 
He  had  heard  of  our  being  in  the  jungle,  and 
bad  come  to  act  as  guide  and  gamekeeper-  He 
was  a  smart  young  man,  al>oul  tliirty  year* 
of  agis  and  carried  a  matchlock,  and  a  trian- 
gular rest  to  fire  it  from,  the  limbs  of  which 
doling  together,  eerved  as  a  pule  to  walk 
with.    Hit)  wa«  a  dangerous  office,  lomake  him- 
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wif  sc(]uainti;il  with  llw  haiinu  and  liAbiu  of 
wild  Itejuts.  He  and  )ils  brother  wrrc  well 
knowii  to  the  xportsmcn  who  visit  thnc  forests 
as  being  great  adepts  in  tlicir  budnns-  Hr 
ofTered  to  lead  us  to  the  very  upot  where  a  tigtr 
was;  "  For,"  aaid  he,  "  I  taw  him  tliis  mom* 
ing  as  I  was  coming  here.**  In  hix  relation  and 
ileftcri)>lion  of  the  country  round,  he  »howcd  so 
[terfect  an  intimacy  with  the  puntiits  of  the 
wild  beo^t,  that  we  were  quite  astonished.  He 
told  uii  that  his  brother  had  been  killed  by  a 
liger  during  the  last  hot  weather ;  "  but,"  coo- 
tinucd  be,  *'  that  i^  nothing,  for  so  has  his  fa- 
ther, and  so  I  suppose  shall  1  be."  in<lccd  he 
seemed  to  take  som<>  pride  in  tite  prospect,  and  1 
fear,  poor  fellow,  he  is  not  very  likely  to  dis- 
grace bis  ancestors  by  dyinga  less  glorioits  death. 
It  is  proper  to  have  a  person  with  you  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  woods,  if  only  to  avoid  falling 
into  the  traps  dug  fur  the  wild  dephants.  The 
pits  arc  so  ingeniously  covered  that  it  is  not 
easy  for  strangers  to  delect  them ;  and  in  the 
heat  of  the  chase  to  be  suddenly  dropped  into 
the  shades  would  be  too  tnnliUimg  an  adventi 
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to  run  laty  ri&k  of.  I  have  ticnrcl  ftn  Anecdote 
rrUlifl  of  tlic  Kagacily  of  nn  i-lcpliitiit  to  wIticU 
Midi  ai)  nccidcfit  happiiml,  bo  cxlrnonliiuiry 
that  I  ffcl  (ocnc  hcxilAtion  in  rcpt-Rtiiig  iu 
Th«  pit  iuto  which  he  fell  was  very  deep,  ancl  it 
WW  fotinci  impoNcible  lo  draw  hiiu  out.  IIi« 
driver  obtained  two  or  tlirw  Urge  bundles  of 
faggots,  aj>d  throwing  thorn  in  to  him,  succeeded 
ia  teaching  liiiii  to  place  them  at  the  lH>lloni» 
which  be  at  length  Uutmed.  It  was  only  ne> 
maary,  therefore,  to  add  to  the  nuinlKr  until  he 
had  railed  himself  near  enough  to  the  surface  tu 
scramble  out,  which  he  soon  accompliiihcd. 

There  are  a  great  many  elephants  in  iht 
woods,  in  this  part  of  India,  btil  they  are  not  so 
much  cstwmcd  as  those  which  conic  from  a 
wanm-r  latitude ;  we  have  not  met  with  any, 
although  samctimcs  they  arc  to  be  seen  frc- 
4uently  i-nougii,  and  have  been  known  lo  come 
down  and  attack  the  tnmc  ones. 

When  they  are  met  in  herds  they  are  nut 
prone  to  mischief,  but  a  solitary  mw,  driven 
prrfaapi  for  some  breach  of  law  from  its  ia»- 
data*!  it  geoerally  ready  to  offend.     It  la  »c>ine- 
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«hat  appalling,  wIiiimM  quite  prepared  for  ihe 
iSet,  tu  hear  the  crackling  of  the  wood,  «>« 
ild  herd   rushes  throu^   it.     In  traveUing 
tlirotiffh  Assam,  I  hnvc  hrard  thai  this  vt  fre^ 
qiimtly  experienced.  And  in  tbe  interior  ot  Oev- 
lon,  I  have  listened  my»clf  with  afloolshroeiti 
1»  tli«  trroiendous  sound.     'I'be  elephants  sonie- 
times  display  a  great  deal  of  humour  in  Ibcjr  at- 
tacks.    After  having  rotitcd  the  party,  who  ge^ 
nernlly  lenrc  their  goods  behind,  they  'amuar 
theinwh-es  by  a  most   minute  exaniinatioo  ot 
ihem,  and  take  real  pleasure  in  their  dcsiructioii. 
I  renienibcr  a  narrow  pa»  in  tla*  kingdon  of 
Kandy  being  a  long  time  guarded  by  one  gh- 
phani.  who  determined  to  allow  no  one  to  go 
through  it,  without  paying  him  tribute.  On  his 
&nt  appearing  at  the  mouth  of  it  he  had&ighi- 
rncd  a  cooly  laden  with  jag^crny,  a  preparatiaQ 
of  sugar;    the   fellow,   throwing   hi*  btirthra 
down,  ran  away.     The  riopliant  pick<.>d  ii  up, 
luid  finding  it  excellent,  resolved  upon  lerying 
a  siniilor  tax  upon  all  future  travellers.     Aaibe 
paKtwaaon  the  highway  to  Kandy,  he  could  not 
have  chosen  a  bcttw  position  for  his  purport 
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"  no  trust,"  although  not  written  upon  hia 
gate,  WW  distinctly  ciwugfi  notified  to  all  pas- 
fcngvrt.  The  circuinatiincc  soon  btcamv  gcno 
ndly  known,  and  no  cooly  vratunHl  to  p**»  Uint 
w«y  witiiout  having  prepared  »  sup  fur  the  C«r- 
berua  who  guarded  it. 

Nothing  c«n  exceed  the  caution  with  which 
tbe elepliantA  rmic  in  doubtful  frruund.  "  Take 
beed,  my  child, —gently,  my  sun,"  uttered  in  a 
waroing  tfloe  by  tlic  Alohouta,  they  perfectly 
untlenund,  and  n«v«r  make  a  false  step,  nor 
lead  you  unawares  into  a  scrape.  It  is  not  an 
easy  matter  cither  to  forc«  them  into  any  siliia- 
tion  contrary  to  Ilieir  own  judgments.  Th<> 
tnoft  extraordinary  gift  of  I'ruvidencc  to  this 
animal  it  ila  perfect  knowledge  of  it«  own  weight, 
wlitch  infers  a  power  of  reasoning  little  less  than 
that  of  the  human  race.  How  just,  too,  are  the 
Attributiooa  of  the  God  of  luiturr,  for  witlinul 
that  faculty  the  elephant  would  move  in  eun> 
tiflual  danger ! 

Slay  liith.  We  sent  our  camels  this  inoniing 
al  dayiigbl  to  a  spaee  sufficiently  large  to  C4iu- 
tain  our  etKanipmcnt,  which  had  been  dencrilM-d 
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(o  us  u  sitoktcd  within  a  wood,  in  thr  nci'gh* 
bourhood  of  a  small  tomb,  about  fire  coss  froa 
ilie  iKxutiun  «rc  tbcn  occupied. 

At  »ewn  o'clock  «re  mounted  our  elephsDU, 
resolved  upon  takin}*  a  wider  range,  and  shoot- 
ing over  the  Jiinf^lc  WT  were  to  pass  through. 
In  an  hour  we  complcMy  lost  9ghi  of  cultiva- 
lion,  and  had  cntrrod  the  thick  Saul  forest  that 
bouMl*  ibe  pluin  of  Hindoelan  without  the  hills. 
Within  the  woods  wv  found  n  great  number  of 
iteauliful  peacocks,  iind  kill<^  scleral  of  them. 
They  were  in  fin«  feather,  and  gave  a  mort  ani- 
mated appearance  to  tlie  otherwise  f^oomj  wcofr 
Wv  frequently  met  them  collected,  in  Urge 
flocks,  in  the  clear  spaces  within  the  fomt.  ur 
immediately  on  the  skirts  of  it.  Tbey  arc  very 
wild,  and  averse  to  rise  on  the  wing:  and  nin 
H)  fast,  that  it  is  by  no  m<>ans  no  easy  matter  to 
come  within  sho4  of  ihnn. 

Wv  traversed  fntir  or  live  mile*  of  the  wood, 
finding  much  difficulty  sometimes,  from  our 
great  heiglil,  lo  pass  under  the  branches  of  the 
tree* ;  and  at  length  issued  u{>on  a  narniw  gtillet, 
having  riling  ground  upon  each  side  of  it,  ihiekly 
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wooded,  wiih  a  tmnll  Ktroun  running  tlirough 
it.  Hvre  the  )i»g  deer  werv  very  numcrniis; 
and  though  not  easy  tu  see  thent  frutn  ihv  length 
of  the  gnaa,  wc  knew  them  iinmeclintvly  frnni 
the  Mid  den  Dcss  villi  which  th«y  ^*<^>  ■>nd  the 
uosteadineas  of  their  ruuniog.  They  keep  their 
beads  doiiD,  and  shuffle  along  with  great  ^peed, 
idbrding  s  strong  cuotrast  to  tlic  grace  and  agi- 
lity uf  the  ant«^'inpc,  which  we  ii1h>  met  with. 
We  hnti  frequently  killed  some  of  the  furtner* 
and  fvui>d  tlidr  flesh  of  a  very  agreeable  davour  i 
that  of  the  tatter  is  rather  coarse. 

The  only  appearance  of  any  thing  approach- 
ing to  a  tiger,  was  in  a  distant  view  of  some 
large  animal  of  a  amilar  colour,  to  which  a  jior- 
tion  of  (he  party  gave  chase.  It  was  most  like* 
ly  a  hy^na,  or  leopard,  both  of  which  are  to  be 
found  in  plenty.  They  did  not  discover  it,  how- 
ever. While  they  were  in  pursuit,  another  ]xt- 
aon  and  myself  became  entangled  in  (he  wood, 
for  the  guide  luul  accompanied  the  chase,  and 
were  >oon  in  a*  hopclewt  a  state  as  the  babes ;  for 
the  day  hod  paswd  awny  before  wc  could  extri- 
rate  ounelvea,  and  "when  wc  saw  the  darksomv 
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we  Htill  **  went  wandering  up  and  dovn," 
very  little  prospect  of  getting  out  of  it.  Wr 
had  nearly  exhauftted  all  our  powder  in  firing 
signals,  when  a  native,  engaged  in  carrying 
Lvood,  at  la&t  shouted  an  answer  to  them.  Me  haJ 
"fortunately  seen  our  encain|Mnent  in  the  day.  at 
thi'  place  we  had  directed  it  to — Bowanee  Mut — 
and  agreed  to  guide  ue  to  it.  It  was  past  Imat 
night  before  we  reached  it. 

May  13tli. — At  daylight  this  morning  we  found 
ourselves  encamped  to  perfectly  in  the  mtdst  of 
ihr  jungle,  that  we  had  some  difficulty  in  tDovin^ 
tifly  yards  without  being  lost  in  the  long  gns> 
tliat  surrounded  uk  A  dark  forest  rose  on  each 
side,  and  in  its  deepest  shade  stood  the  little  tomb 
tltat  gare  its  name  to  the  place.  It  was  etectcd 
to  the  memory  of  twnw  saint,  who  was  marrel- 
lously  fond  of  solitude;  and  about  it  were  a 
few  shells  of  leaves  matted  together,  for  the 
aheilcr  of  those  who  loved  his  memory.  A  fa. 
quir,  of  a  most  unpromising  figure,  lias  loi^ 
pKoded  OTCT  it,  and  a  few  old  wcwnen  have  «•■ 
iahlishe<1  a  little  bazaar  for  gain.  I  could  not 
karo  much  of  this  saint  from  the  guardian  of 
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his  rrai^ns,  who  ouglit  to  have  bctn  well  verwd 
in  hii  history,  for  he  declared  he  dctct  quitted 
the  spot,  oar  tKouglit  of  an;  thing  eW.  lie  had 
brcQ  a  wry  good  man,  howevn*,  and  pos»M«i 
the  faculty  of  cbanniDg  blasts  as  well  as  mm 
by  his  tanctity ;  for  th«  faquir  nMurfd  us,  that 
the  tigers  esteemed  him  so  highly,  that  they  hod 
always  a  representative  at  hi<  lomh. 

"  it  is  DO  matter  how  many  of  the  tigers  may 
be  killed  that  come  here,"  said  ho ;  '*  for  one 
fU'll  ippean  every  Thursday  night,  tr>  make  a 
Mlaain:  he  slayo  till  iby-lighl,  and  iht-n  takes 
his  Irsvt* 

\Vt'  wen  wf  11  pleased  to  hear  this,  and  re- 
solved to  waylay  liim  on  his  journey.  \Vv  had 
paswd  the  whole  of  this  day  in  a  friiillt-i.«  M-arch 
for  OIK ;  but  it  ha)>pened  lo  be  Wctbwsday. 

'I'he  country  we  paaaed  over  ma  wiKI  and 
bMUliful  in  the  extreme.  Many  of  ihi-  Kcnnt  in 
the  upper  (lorl  of  India  may  find  parallds  >n  Eti- 
rapei  but,  fortunately,  it  wi>uld  lie  im|KJS!(ihli.>  to 
Meet  with  one  lo  which  the  mngnificetit  tolilmk-s 
we  were  now  in  could  be  comparetl.  A  few 
dter,  a  great  many  black  parlridgrt,  and  a  brace 
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of  floricanti,  were  the  amount  of  our  killed  :  the 
latter  »  s  very  fine  bird ;  the  rock  hss  ubite 
rings,  mkI  the  plumagv  of  its  back  is  not  unlike 
a  turkey's.  Bulh  bird»arc  about  the  samcsiz*. 
Mo^t  of  ihc  ground  vrc  beat  seemed  m>  adapted 
to  tht;  luir  of  the  tiger,  that  we  felt  eonvJneed  of 
lin<IJiig  some.  Wc  were  frequently,  too,thronni 
on  the  alert  by  the  disoo\'ery  of  their  foot<prinli^ 
but  wc  found  tliem  not.  The  guttle  propowd 
leading  us  to  a  ruined  tomb,  thai  had  been 
erected,  like  the  one  I  hare  noticed,  to  the  me- 
mory of  a  saint :  for  there,  be  said,  we  should 
1m?  certain  of  sport,  for  a  tiger  nerer  left  it,  the 
fax\\i\r  liaving  wisely  abandoned  the  sauctuar; 
to  their  keeping.  It  was  indeed  a  most  probable 
place.  It  stood  on  a  little  hillock,  at  the  foot  of 
which  ran  a  brook,  concealed  by  ru^es.  Tbr 
crumbling  monunicnt  was  of  brick,  and  it  was 
overgrown  by  creepers  of  several  species,  «hile 
(he  grass  was  so  high  aa  to  cover  the  dephaota. 
We  hunted  for  a  long  time,  but  the  watchman 
was  off  his  guard.  When  about  to  retire,  the 
elephants  suddenly  became  uneasy,  and,  curlmg 
up  their  tninks,  trumpeted  the  announcement  of 


TEBUIFIBD    ELSrilAN'T. 


161 


I 


■n  enemy.  Vp  row  a  bear  on  his  hind  Icg^ 
u  if  to  rcconitoitre  our  proceedings ;  nnd  theo 
shuffled  oS*  so  rapidly,  that  wc  could  nut  get  a 
shot  It  him.  It  vnu  enough,  IrawcTi-r,  to  put 
our  chai^en'  courage  to  the  test,  und  we  soon  be- 
cauDc  routed.  One  large  feiuidv  cU-p>uiut  was  so 
frightciHfl,  that  she  bore  down  ujwn  ihe  braver 
ones,  (the  phrascologj' of  Bwimcninay  l»e  properly 
adopted  towards  such  large  crvnltireR,}  and  hu^ 
giDgtheni  quite  elo«e,  could  mA  bo  forced  aw-ay. 
Neither  ihe  soothing  nor  Ihe  beating  of  the 
raihout  bod  any  effect  upon  her :  and,  a(  length, 
BtMting  ftt  something  which  sprung  up  before 
her,  and  which  turned  out  to  be  a  lereret,  she 
mode  all  sail  for  the  rear ;  her  tail  up  in  the  air 
•od  her  trunk  curled  like  a  horn  above  her  head. 
It  was  im|>o«sible  to  stop  her.  She  entered  a 
woodi  and  the  last  we  saw  of  her  rider,  lie  was 
fighting  with  the  braiictK-s  of  the  iree^.  We 
iMiard  ihcm  crack  »n>u»i1,  as  she  il»»liud  through 
tbciri,  when  he,  squatting  down  at  llic  bottom  of 
hi*  )wwdah,  sulmtitled,  a»  he  bent  enuld,  to  his 
fate*  ex])ecting,  every  niofiienl,  to  be  lodged  in 
one  of  Uw  boughs,  like  a  bird  in  his  rage,  where 
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he  migfat  hATcsui^,  with  the  st&rlinf;,  "I  caa\ 
gtt  oat,"  for  (he  rest  of  the  dor-  He  lost  Doihii^ 
b^  his  flight:  for  *e  soon  rvtuTDcil  to  the  camp, 
where  we  fbond  him  tale\y  bestowed.  His  de- 
|ihaat  bad  ncrer  slackened  bcr  pare,  oor  tamed 
wiAt,  from  the  nxniHiit  she  ttulcd,  but  made 
directly  through  the  fomt  to  the  pUcr  w  htncc 
we  aet  out,  btoDg  a  di»tanL-e,  aa  «re  aMiiputcd,  of 
nearly  three  miles.  Her  alarm  ma*  not  mnoTcd 
by  the  absence  of  danger,  for,  suspeciinj;  a  siniilar 
arraDgcment  for  the  oext  day,  »hc  brttkr  from 
her  faiteoings,  and  endeavoured  to  make  her  c» 
cape  during  the  nigbL  She  was,  howerer,  iood 
brought  back,  and  un  taking  the  field  again,  mat 
disgraced  from  the  castle  to  the  baggage.  H 

Thunulay  morning.  We  tet  furtht  at  Meven 
o'clock,  t(>  imercr|>l  the  tiger,  un  his  vint  of  cr- 
reinuny  to  Buwanec  Mul,  although  with  little 
hope  of  NKcets;  for  we  had  searched  the  grmnd 
wcU  yesterday,  notwithstanding  weliad  been  as- 
sured by  the  faquir,  that  on  no  other  day  bad  a 
tiger  ever  been  fuundin  the  neighbourhood;  and 
strange  enuugli,  we  had  not  left  the  plaee  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  when  we  came  upon  him.     He 
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trw  bttiil^  ffngiiged  in  devouring  the  carcaae  <tt 

a  hog  deer,  tind  sprung  up  so  suddenly,  that  we 

wtrt  in  a  gn-al  measure  takt-n  by  surprise.   We 

H  cotild  not  hav«  mternipted  tiiui  in  a  bcttcroccu- 

H   pation  for  making  httn  angry ;  and  be  loc4(i-d 

H   magnificent,  as  with  a  roar,  that  made  Ilir  woodK 

H  ccbo,  be  plunged  through  the  gnucs.     A  tre- 

^M  mendous  battery  was  imniedintcly  opened  upon 

^^  him,  and  a  hot  pursuit  fol1owe<l. 

0       It  was   a   most   aniinnting   scene — "  Chull, 

dial)  r  "  foreard,  forward  I"   was  the  cry  of 

the  sportsmen,  e^-ery  one  standing  up  with  his 

H  gun  ready,  and  following  the  animat's  course 

itirough    the  gntM    with    most   anxious   ryei. 

"My  child,  my  son.'"     "My  beautiful,   my 

brave  ("  wtre  ulterwl  in  varioun  tonn,  by  the 

InuhouU  to  the  elcplinnts,  who  trumpelwl,  and 
stamped,  and  milled  on,  as  if  they  were  mad. 
The  tiger  roared  and  dasltcd  along,  till  nt  last, 
coning  to  a  stand,  where  the  grawt  gn-w  shorter, 
ht  received  a  shot  that  drore  him  desperate ; 
then  making  a  beautiful  spring  towards  the 
nearest  elephant,  turned  in  the  air,  and  fell. 
^p  We  hasleneil  uji  tohim,  and  giving  three  cheers, 
triumphed  in  his  death.    lie  measurc<l  nine  feet ' 
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from  (lie  (um«  to  ihe  origin  of  tlie   tail,  and 

D  most  Mipcfb  skin.     So  tlic  fable  of  the 

£iqutr  vta  in  one  respect  rcnlizvd.     We  did 

t  fail  to  bag  our  game,  and  hanilMl  it  orcr 
to  a  chuniar,  (skinner,)  that  accom{>ani«d  u», 
upon  a  pod  drphant,  for  the  purpose  of 
iltinning  whatever  we  flight  kill.  Our  bag- 
gage, camelii,  and  servants,  irere  within  vtew 
at  the  time,  and  heightened  the  picture  con- 
■dersbly. 

About  two  o^dock  we  reaelied  the  spot  we 
had  chosen  for  our  encampment,  on  the  road  to 
Saharunpore,  from  Ihe  Kh^  pass,  Ihe  wctlrro- 
most  opening  to  the  valley  of  the  Dhoon.  We 
fimnd  two  "gaowallahs"  (conhcrdB)  waiting 
our  arriral,  to  inform  us,  that  an  hour  or  two 
before,  a  tiger  had  destroyed  one  of  their  herd, 
within  shot  of  our  tents.  Wc  wcnl  to  look  at  it. 
and  found  it  tying  dead.  It  had  no  wound  that 
could  have  caused  tli  death,  but  a  small  punclurr 
in  the  jugular  vein,  from  which  the  animal  had 
drunk  it*  blood.  It  bore  the  mark  of  a  paw  on 
the  left  Hank,  fur  by  that  blow  it  rau^t  have 
been  knocked  down.  We  had  it  moved  to  a 
.clearer  space,  in  hopes  of  iuttrcepting  the  tiger 
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on  his  road  to  dinn«r,  and  at  four  o'clock  set  out 

tor  that  purpow.     After  beating  about  till  sun* 

Kt.  wc  were  reluniing  liomvwnnls  in  despair, 

vtuni  wc  pifx»:ived  Uu-bcatt  a  hundred  yanUor 

before  us,  Mealing  (juictly  to  hi^t  food.     We 

made  the  same  animated  charge  as  before,  till 

we  were  stopfKd  by  a  ravine,  llie  sides  of  which 

were  well  wooded.     I  crossed,  while  the  others 

hunted  along  the  opposite  side.   In  a  short  time, 

Q^'  elephant  becanHi  Tory  violent,  »tain|;ed,  and 

tore  up  tlic  ground  with  its  tuskit,  and  refused 

Lto  luove  froui  the  spot  where  it  had  stopped. 

I  hod  a  most  uncomfortable  ride,  and  had  the 
Itiger  G[»^ng  up,  I  could  not  have  fired  upon  liim, 
IX  waa  to  engaged  in  boldiug  on.  I  was  more 
lauiuscd  than  ever  by  the  coaiiing  cxpn:tt*ion»  of 
mahout :  ibcy  auccoi-dcd,  after  *ume  minutes, 
in  niaking  tlic  elephant  move  on,  when  he  be- 
^KCUDC  nmre  quiet.  I  then  had  time  tn  look 
Haboot  me,  and  |>erceived  the  tiger  crouching, 
Hfike  a  cat,  about  ten  yards  behind,  lie  was  lying 
^•u  close,  that  my  elei>hant  had  stood  within  a 
couple  of  feet  of  bim,  without  my  seeing  him.  I 
now,  however,  had  a  fine  view,  ai>d  for  some 
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uionients  was  loth  to  fire,  he  looked  so  beautiful. 
Hv  Kcmctl  to  IcDOw  the  disadvanuige  of  rising, 
and  to  bv  dispond  to  lie  etill  as  long  as  per- 
mitted. I  fired  one  shot,  irhk'h  n|>]K-jircd  to  hit 
him  in  the  back,  when  he  ro&e*  with  a  trcmeD- 
dous  roar,  and  instctul  of  cJiargiDg,  as  I  antici. 
paled,  ran  tntu  tlir  ravtoc  We  were  all  in  pur- 
suit immediately ;  but  it  was  now  nearly  dark, 
and  we  were  soon  forced  to  give  it  up.  IK- 
eacniH-d  instant  death,  to  Buflcr  a  lingcriog  one, 
if  lam  right  in  my  oonjocturc  of  harlng  wounded 
him.  On  passing  the  cnreasc  of  the  bullock,  we 
had  a  proof  of  the  keenness  of  tlie  vulture's  acent . 
An  liuur  before  not  one  mos  seen ;  nor  was  tlic 
place,  b<.-ing  k*  wild  and  far  removed  fntm  all 
Itabilatioits,  likely  to  be  haunted  by  them:  yi-i 
now  they  thronged  every  Irw  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, where  tl»ey  «at  calmly  enough,  nppareiuly 
waiting  for  a  signal  to  attack.  There  could 
not  have  been  less  than  four  or  five  hundred. 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  more  delightful 
sport  than  that  we  hnrc  been  for  a  few  days  en- 
gaged ill.  If  thcrv  be  any  danger  in  it,  which  I 
cannot  tltink  there  is,  it  is  just  enough  to  add  to 
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its  intcmt.  The  first  bunt  of  a  tiger,  wnong 
ibc  wild  scenery  in  which  it  is  found,  nfibnU  one 
of  the  most  animating  nnd  exciltng  moments  that 
can  be  cnjoyrd,  not  nccrpting  crcn  that  of  a  fox. 
When  driven  desperate  by  its  woonds  the  animal 
stMtds  nl  bnj',  or  springs  upon  ihr  liead  of  one 
of  the  cleptinnt*  and  bring*  him  to  the  ground 
by  its  vTfight ;  the  geiM-ra]  eiitliuaiaimi  that  eu> 
Mie«,  with  the  wild  and  singular  scene,  i»  be- 
yond all  description. 

On  tlte  banks  of  the  Giuigts  1  was  ofte  of  a 
party  of  twdvc,  in  the  month  of  May,  when  we 
met  with  a  very  large  tiger  in  long  grass,  that 
gave  US  an  almost  unpamlk-lcd  chase  of  four 
hour*.  He  cnniehcd  so  low  in  tlie  grass  that  our 
rlcphant*  firequently  poucd  and  re>passed  him, 
till  aome  of  tbem  were  driren  nearly  mad.  I 
never  shall  forget  the  uproar — the  wheeling  of 
the  line — the  fire  that  was  kept  up— thescrcam- 
ft>)(  and  shouting: — all  was  tremendous.  He 
wss  a  bold  tiger,  and  attacked  three  different 
clephanta  In  dropping  from  the  Iwad  of  the 
but,  which  he  had  brought  to  its  knees,  be  re- 
ceived bis  death.wound.     We  had  surrouitded 


htm  in  ■  nxuM  drdc,  and  iritncswd  his  dying 
nge.  I  wtnot  mj  of  him,  "  He  died  aod  made 
no  ogn,"  for  hb  dean  of  rcrenge  was  dearl; 
pictured  on  his  coimtenaDce  to  the  UtNt  gatp. 

I  harv  heard  that  lions  afTord  cvni  better 
apart,  and  in  the  west  of  India  they  abound. 
A  gentleman,  (Mr.  Rmc,)  attached,  I  bdievei  as 
sergetn  to  Skinner's  Horse,  assured  me  that  he 
had,  in  one  scaton,  killed  forly-fire  in  the  pro- 
rince  ut  Htssar  alone.  Nooe  of  Uicm  was 
large,  but  lie  mentioned  hu\iDf;  met  with  one  of 
uncomnMni  beauly ;  its  skin  was  of  the  u»ual 
tawDy  colour,  but  its  mane  a  rich  gtossy  black, 
m  wan  alio  the  luft  on  the  toil. 

We  had  a  singular  adventure  last  night, 
though  not  a  «ery  rare  one.  After  wv  had  been 
some  time  in  bed,  and  indeed  Bslee|>,  a  violent 
storm  oT  lliunder  and  lightning,  with  heavy  rain 
and  wind,  arose  so  suddenly  that  it  knocked 
down  every  lent  and  nearly  snwthered  the  sleep- 
era.  When  1  awoke  I  found  myself  so  entan- 
gled in  canvass  tliat  I  feaml  J  had  got  into  my 
winding-fibeet.  On  escaping,  I  found  our  en- 
campment the  most  ludicrous  socoe  pouible. 
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|>toat  of  the  servants,  u  they  generally  do,  hnd 

led   for  shelter,   while  ibcir  masters,  in   ihdr 

liirts,  were  holding  the  wcnthcr-ropes  of  their 

il9,  with  as  many  natircv  u  they  could  col' 

ct,  to  prevent  their  heing  carriixl  qiiiti.'  away. 

>ur  passionate  fellow-traveller,  of  whom  I  liAve 

efarr  npnken,   was  now  of  great    use,   for  Itc 

'  dashed ufU-T  ihe  iikulkers,and  soon  br»ii|;lit  them 

to  the  lieighl  of  the  fray.     It  Ihutideml   most 

HTtolmtly,  and  potirwl  with  rain,  while  the  wild- 

^pev  of  the  scene  was  hcighliiH-d  liy  the  ecrcom* 

Hiag  of  the  hyenas  around,  which  tcetned  from 

their  clamour  to  be  in  great  numbers.  We  werv 

at  l«*«t  two  l>ours  Itefore  we  could  get  uur  lents 

,  j«>«rrH^ed,  and  tlien  every  thing  wiu  so  wet, 

Lire  thought  it  better  to  sit  up  for  the  rest  of  tlie 

[night,  and  laugh  over  the  scene. 

From  the  ntotith  of  the  Kherc  Pius,  where 

Iwe  had  condudcil  our  excursion  in  (he  jungle, 

dKhmI  of  returning  by  Sflhaninpore,  which  had 

hhlg  Interesting   in   it    hut    the    Itutanical 

'6«rdM,  atthiit  MiiMm  of  (he  year  loting  its  high 

beauty,  we  nsolvcd  to  choow  a  vhorter  journey 

BcroM  the  coimtry  to  IXwhund,  and  »ci\i  for  the 
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principal  people  of  the  next  village;  aod  quea- 
tioning  tticiD  about  the  route,  learoed  that  there 
vas  a  Tcry  beautiful  tope  of  mango  trcn  about 
midway.  Unit  would  Kuit  us  admirably  to  halt 
iu ;  it  wiLc  clow  to  u  villogv  callnl  Puncvala- 
To  this  8|)ot,  therefore,  we  ilixpatdied  our  hrvak^ 
fast  vquipogi',  and  started  on  horseback  for  it 
ounelTtt  the  DextiDoming  at  day-light.  Wegal- 
[opeA  quickly  over  the  lir&t  half  of  the  juureey, 
and  found  the  horses  we  had  sent  od  aa  relays 
waiting  for  ub  beneath  a  lagc  peepul  tree,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Cslinuddy,  which  we  croned. 

The  party  in  advance  consisted  of  three,  in- 
cluding myself  We  had  outridden  the  more 
tobiT  portion,  who  kept  the  guide  with  them, 
and  IU  they  went  forward,  railizod  the  fable  of 
the  harv  and  the  tortoise.  In  half  an  hour  after 
mounting  utir  second  hor»c»,  we  found  ourselvet 
in  so  wide  a  ])lain,  buumk-d  only  by  the  hurixon, 
that  we  felt  at  »ea,  as  it  were,  without  a  coin- 
pass-  Following  wHUethiog  that  resembled  a 
foot<|tat1),  we  continued  at  a  canter,  till,  ubaenr- 
ing  a  coimlryman  in  his  &eld,  I  rode  up  and 
luked  him  if  we  were  going  the  right  way  to 
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PuDCMlee ;  be  replied  that  wc  were,  and,  little 
.  dreamiiig  «>  much  depended  upon  a  letter,  we 
hkHmed  aa.  It  was  growing  very  hot,  and  our 
hones  and  their  riders  were  tired  and  hungry. 
It  was  terrible  to  look  up,  and  stiU  wone  to  took 
nmd.  Nooo  Iiad  nearly  approached,  "  the  sun 
Mood  in  a  copper  sky,"  and  no  tents  appeared 
to  comfort  us. 

About  twdrc  o'clock  wv  rc-ovhcd  a  pretty  ril- 
l^e,  with  a  Buignifieent  clump  of  mango  trees 
bnide  it,  ra  which  there  were  crowds  of  peacocks 
ad  monkey*.  I'he  name  of  it  wax  Piinwalo.  It 
was  to  much  out  of  the  way  that  itjt  tiuiet  inha- 
bitants were  confounded  by  our  appearance, 
ad,  as  it  unfortunately  fell,  ununhered  by 
ntb«- camel  or  servant:  we  knew  nut  what  to 
do;  but  gathering  from  our  questions  tliat  wc 
were  astray,  llic  most  intelligent  {wrson  that 
could  be  procured,  who  turned  out  to  be  the 
fillage  barber,  was  Himmonvd  to  a  conference, 
Ue  bustled  up  to  us  with  all  the  importance  llie 
only  man  of  KiCDcr  in  the  place  had  a  rrght  to 
■anune,aDd  dropping  his  razor  as  he  approached 
upon  the  pulm  of  his  hand,  annouiicvil  himself 
nady  for  the  work.  The  whimsical,  though  cho- 
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raeleriiticidrRithatwehad  come  in  such  a  hurry, 
and  so  much  out  of  our  way,  to  be  shaved  by 
him,  it  was  impwunblc  to  rttitt,  and  bunting 
into  loud  laughter,  I  fear  «rc  f^avc  no  very  bigb 
notion  of  our  tntrltccts  to  the  BMcmbled  **  great 
(Bics  of  the  city."  Tlie  barber  mill  stropped 
on,  howeviT,  aa  resolutely  as  if  he  had  been 
brought  up  in  Doctor  Ileekerdyke's  rctrot,  and 
perceived  the  necessity  nf  keeping  our  heads 
cool.  On  infonning  him  that  it  was  his  infor- 
mAtioti  we  sought,  anil  twt  his  hnndy-work,  he 
gnintcd  a  poiii|>ouii  iiwwnt,  and  juicking  awny 
bis  materials,  listened  with  a  dignified  oompo- 
sure  to  our  dcmaitds.  We  Icamt  from  him  that 
there  wa%  a  place  aliout  a  ra«s  from  this  called 
Punccalep,  which  was  probably  the  village  we 
nought ;  vrc  hoped  that  it  might  he  bo,  uiounled 
once  nwre,  and  setting  oH*  at  a  heavy  canter, 
reached  it  in  hulfaD  hour. 

Here  again  we  were  dinappointed ;  this  was  a 
le«H  frequented  place  than  the  other,  and  not  a 
tree  to  shelter  it.  \Vc  told  our  tale  to  the  head 
man  of  the  plocu,  who  cotnforte<l  us  with 
the  auuraiicc  that  it  must  be  Puneeali  we 
were    in   pursuit  of,    which  woa  three  cosi 
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furtlier  lo  the  eastward ;  there  was,  (o  be  itiire, 
i^coolinued,  a  village  caU«d  Punecala  nearly 
flfteen  coas  or  thirtv  miK-a  to  the  vreHCwarcI,  but 
it  never  could  be  that.  This  wa&  indeed  a  dii^ 
coTery:  it  wai  now  past  one,  and  with  tired 
borsn  we  hod  tu  finish  thirty  miles.  We  re> 
luroed  to  llic  fir«t  of  the  places  that  hod  so 
puzzled  us,  and  on  altering  (he  tJmde  of  ihc 
mangoM,  which  wv  literally  u*urpc<]  from  the 
tnonkicx,  we  saw  one  portion  of  our  caravan 
wiiHling  its  melancholy  way  lownnls  us. 

In  hojH'ii  that  wc  niiglit  find  MMnething  to  eiit 
Mid  drink  to  refrefch  us,  wv  hastily  ordered  an 
trsaminalion :  a  sleeping  tent,  a  bottle  of  black- 
ing, Bn<l  a  crate  of  dirty  cooking-pota,  formetl 
xiur  whole  of  oiir  Mray  goods !  We  had  nothing 
left  but  to  gather  as  much  smoky  milk  as  vre 
could  find  in  the  ncighbourhiNid,  and  cotnforling 
oureelvcfl  with  that,  fell  faxt  asleep.  Our  horM^a 
fared  Iwtlcr;  we  olttained  all  we  desired  for 
them,  and  wltiiig  out  again  at  »un»et,  it  was 
nearly  midnight  befuru  we  reaehed  the  right 
Puneetdrt.  Uur  com{Mnions  had  not  been  able 
to  oouk  a  diaoer,  for  tluiugh  they  had  the  meat^ 
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we  h»(I  (be  Rieanx.     We  ntiloptvtl  the  plttn 

next  day  of  learning  not  only  Ihc  nunc  of  the 

plnce  we  were  to  halt  ut,  btit  that  of  nil  tlie  mr- 

rountling  and  intcm-ning  villngrs  on  the  routes 

The  villagers  do  not  ap|)ear  to  be  a  vtrj  in* 

telligent  r»i-e,  when  ftuvh  ut  ntlvnittire  ns  I  have 

related,  obliges  jou  to  endeavour  to  draw  tbcm 

a  little  from  their  own  peculiar  occupations  and 

thougtits.     This  may  be  a  great  deal  owii^  to 

their  difBculty  in  understanding  the  European* 

who  speak  to  them;  for,  however  fiueotly  wc  ■ 

may  converse  in  IlindoManee,  there  must  be  a 

peculiarity  in  the  accent  thnt  will  puzxlc  the 

native*,  not  oonverxant  utunlly  with  any  dialect 

■bui  their  own.     They  cojinol,  Itowever.  asdtt 

you  in  the  lcn*t,  if  juii  go  even  within  a  letter 

if  the  right  word  in  asking  a  question.     At- 

thotigh  always  diiiposed  to  be  obliging,  ihcir   ■ 

vacant  stare,  when  you  find  yourself   thus  at 

fault,  denotes  no  power  of  reflection.     Somes- 

times,  1  fear,  their  want  of  ahility  is  mistaken 

for  an  unwillinf^ess  to  serve,   and  they 

the  reward  of  such  conduct  undeservedly. 

ridiculous  tnislnke  occurred  to  myself  when 
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MIC  oceuion  I  lort  my  way  in  Ibr  Doab,  going 
acron  from  the  GangM  to  the  Jumna.  I 
reached  a  village  about  dglil  o'clock  at  night, 
and  intending  to  aik  for  a  giiitli-,  which  in  Hin- 
dottanee  is  (Doura,)  I  iippliod  hurrit-dly  Tor  a 
river,  fDerriou,)  to  show  me  on  my  way.  Not 
being  attended  to,  I  grew  somewhat  hu»ty,  and 
re|)eating  in  a  louder  tone  tlie  same  iinfurtimate 
word,  iosiated  upon  its  being  hroiighl  to  mc 
directly.  It  was  a  small  village,  and  my  clamour 
brought  all  its  inhabitnnts  about  roe.  "  A  river 
lo  run  in  thnt  directitm,"  crifd  I,  pointing  tcv 
wardi  the  wr«t  with  my  hand,  while  the  \illA- 
giTK  Mood  eyeing  n>r  with  fc«r  and  axtonialiuenl. 
At  length  the  brad  man,  mustering  courage 
to  approach,  mvlt  a  profound  Mlanm,  while  tlu- 
crowd  galhi-red  clowly  round  him.  "ktaha- 
ngal"  taid  h«,  "  mighty  Sir,  the  Jumna  flow* 
in  tlul  quarter,  while  behind  Is  Gungagee,  tlie 
great  Ganges.  Our  kia  P  What  else  would 
you  denire?  We  hnve  no  river  here — we  are 
poor  |jeople,"  continued  he,  a:t  if  imploring  my 
pardon  for  not  having  a  ttream  of  wime  wrt  to 
accommodate  me.    At  firM  thi>  bani^e  wa* 
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nifficiently  ineomprehen«bli-,  and  if  it  had  not 
becnfor  thedin«ty  arriviU»rii)y  fdluvr-iravcller, 
whom  I  hail  left  hehind,  1  <U>  nut  know  how  I 
sltuuld  have  escaped  from  oty  dileninuL  On  his 
clearing  up  the  mystery,  I  muxt  my  tlint  the 
vilta^rs,  although  ihoy  euuld  iK>t  i>em-ivc  tlw 
mistake,  w«re  not  hackwunl  in  finding  the  joke.  I 
Tliey  left  us,  with  shouts  of  tau^ler,  to  fm>- 
cure  a  guide,  and  ai  lio  appruuchi'd,  I  OTcrheard 
many  wiiticisins  at  hi«  i-\|)en!«e,  uiwn  the  new 
i-hariictiT  I  hud  uainlentionally  given  hint.  I 
fear  1  have  slantiwd  a  sol)ri(|uet  upon  liini  that 
will  amlinue  aa  long  as  he  holds  his  uaeful  office 
in  tlie  village.  I 

Tlti^  arrangement  of  guides,  as  well  as  the 
prcfK^tl  |M)lice  system  of  the  country  under  lh« 
IlriliAli.  in  iidmirnble.  There  is  no  delay  or  dif- 
ficulty in  the  villages  on  the  regular  mute,  even 
in  the  doptli  of  the  night.  If  travelling  on 
horeoback,  tlie  guide  that  trots  befoine  you,  on 
nearing  the  |NMt  where  he  should  bv  relieved, 
calls  out  with  a  loud  voice,  "Uol  n guide!" 
and  instantly  hii*  iiucc«ssor  comes  from  his  Ivole, 
and  salaaming  to  yuu,  run»  on,  vilhont  uttering 
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A  syllable,  with  a  blanket  twisted  about  hjs 
shoulders,  and  sometimes  over  his  lieail,  and  a 
long  ptJe  in  bis  band.  They  are  kept  in  such 
admirable  wind  by  their  officers,  that  they  keep 
up  with  your  horse  at  n  trot  for  seven  or  eight 
miles. 

April  28th. — Punecala,  after  all  ourdifiicully 
in  finding  it,  wa»  fur  fnmi  comfortable.  The 
tope  of  tren  in  which  we  had  pitched  our  camp, 
was  w  thick,  that  not  a  breath  of  air  could  rench 
as.  We  were  forced  to  reonovp  our  beds  rmm 
t))c  shelter  of  the  tents  to  the  cooler  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  trcrs.  In  this  manner  we  passed 
the  night  as  agreeably  as  the  slinging  insects 
that  abounded  would  |>cmiit.  'I'tte  moon'unit 
full,  and  the  sky  as  clear  a*  could  be:  it  was 
therefore  no  punishment  to  lie  awake  and  oon> 
template  the  scene.  The  midnight  wrciuidc  in 
such  a  place  is  of  the  most  lerribli-  description — 
the  bowling  of  innumerable  jackals  is  never  out 
of  your  ears  from  the  minute  night  falls  to  the 
first  dawn  of  day ;  for  a  feverish  or  restless 
deeper  nu  worse  torture  can  be  devi.<«ed.  Until 
1  become  familiar  to  the  screaming  sound,  I 
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used  to  start  fnnn  ntj'  sleep,  and  fancy  some  afv 
palling  calatnitv  had  drivcD  the  inhabitants  ot 
a  neiglibouring  town  to  rath  fonh  in  fear  and 
nmdness  from  tht-ir  homes.  Such  frij^htful  cU-  ■ 
mour  might  attend  an  earthquake  or  a  deluge. 
Tlic  aninuiU  coinocloscup  to  your  very  doors  in 
lai^  packs,  and  roar  away  without  any  apparent 
object,  frequently  Mandin^  n  long  lime  in  one 
place,  as  a  dog  docs  when  "baying  tJicmoon." 

The  hot  wind*  arc  incrcaKing  iu  vtrcngth  and 
heat  every  day,  so  it  is  not  pleoMuit  to  be  oat 
after  the  sun  has  risen,  for  you  breathe  an  air 
as  hot  as  the  breath  of  a  furnace.  By  a  little 
_  after  seven  we  arrived  at  the  town  of  Deobund, 
and  look  up  the  same  ground  by  the  side  of  the 
lank  which  we  had  ocrupied  before,  and  which 
I  have  already  described.  J 

The  season  is  too  far  advanced  to  render 
travelling  any  longer  agreeable.  Ourpanybroke 
up,  therefore,  at  this  place,  and  hurried  into 
Meerut,  some  on  elephants,  others  in  palanquiDs 
aod  on  horseback ;  and  on  the  I  st  of  May 
naehed  it,  when  it  is  neccsary  to  commence  ■ 
confinement,  to  continue  through  the  hot 
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iher.  Revening  the  order  of  natiirv  in  mo&t 
animalft,  that  become  dormant  during  the  winter, 
we  arc  forced  to  court  a  torpor  for  the  body 
throuf^hout  the  summer  season,  and  I  fancy, 
too  frequently,  the  mind  ia  al«)  permitted  to 
•bare  in  it. 
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Anocber  mil  w  Hunlwat^Tba  \tlitj  of  Uw  Ubee»  Cm- 
variod  SfTTist— Atoml  lo  tli>  tnt  ntf»  *t  tb«  '" — ^ 
— Kriipta  oT  Ibn  Sud — A  Khinuioal  Bnaklhil  A  JUtoit* 
■nil  k  Murin^^Landoai^Tha  Diippipg  R«ct— IVvfarlOf 
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In  the  height  of  the  fair  of  1838,  I  again  anivrd 
at  Hurdwar  on  my  route  to  the  Himalaya 
mountoini).  I  have  given  so  long  a  d<>ecript)cHt 
of  its  singular  exhibitions,  in  my  first  xisit,  thai 
I  slutll  find  little  to  ny  of  it  now.  A  tcme  that 
offers  such  inexhauKtible  variety,  bowercr,  is 
never  likely  to  grow  tirctomc  (o  ihc  trHvcUer, 
whatever  it  may  do  in  his  description  of  it.  I 
felt  that  I  hod  become  tuore  fumlliar  nrith  the 
ntyileriea  of  the  place,  and  thought  that  I  de- 
tected old  acquaintances  in  the  merchant*,  and 
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incTcasnl  veneration  in  the  pilgrims,  many  of 
whom  I  bmd  M.-cn  pnfona  their  devotions  the 
year  before. 

Id  ipilc  of  the  IrMoit  I  Iiml  nvcivnl  from  the 
robbvn,  I  cboac  (he  tame  >hatly  ap»t  witliout 
the  limits  of  the  fur.  I  eiicaptKl  from  the  vil- 
UinouN  ixloiire  of  llie  bazaars,  »nd  ihe  torments 
of  th«  flin  that  are  attracted  by  them ;  while  the 
noiitc  aixl  din  came  to  me  softened  by  llic  distance. 
The  mo&t  secluded  spots  in  the  neighbourhood, 
however,  arc  not  free  from  the  intrusion  of  tlw 
mercliiintK,  who,  nltlioiigh  they  bnve  bcwihs  in 
the  fair,  low  to  curry  thetr  gooclit  alK>ut  to  Attract 
the  notice  of  tlioite  wIki  are  too  iii(]ifl\;rL'nt  to 
Mck  them  in  tho  mart.  \Vheii  I  did  not  move 
from  my  tent,  all  tlw  trea.'iuresiof  the  Eaut  were 
brought  to  me,  and  apread  before  my  feet. 
Faquin,  in  long  strings,  wound  tliruugh  tlic 
treca  among  which  I  was  ptoeed,  and  muttered 
the  holy  name  in  [tasaing  me ;  and  in  some  aniig 
rctrvat  beliind  ute  were  seated  many  merry  par- 
tic*,  wbo  whiled  away  tlie  time  with  the  tom- 
tom and  tlte  aoog.  The  "  Chubook  Suwaro" 
horsemen,  who   serve   in   the  fair  to  ride  tlie 
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horcvK,  ami  rxlnbit  their  paces  to  tboM>  who  aie 
inctrnnl  to  ptirchaw,  curvetM  before  nw  s*  «eU 
OS  tlie  trees  woiiUI  permit ;  ao,  although  rnnoT«d 
froin  the  great  centre,  I  had  a  specimen  of  errnr 
thinj;  that  waA  to  Iw  ween  there  in  constant  »ae- 
ce*si»n,  without  inoviog  in  purMiil  uf  it.  A  bold 
and  hardy  race  of  men,  irho  «roiild  mount  tiie 
wildest  horse  that  erer  yet  was  seen,  attend  m 
crowda  about  the  fair  (o  offer  their  servkes  to 
show  off  a  steed ;  and  if  you  but  loolc  at  one,  in  ■ 
momcDt  he  is  backed  by  one  of  these  assiduona 
jockey*.  Their  only  bod^  of  office  is  a  whip, 
which  they  exerdse  with  ff«rlej»  jjower.  The 
fjur  was  said  not  to  be  ao  good  this  year  as  it  w«* 
the  last,  and  1  resolved  upon  quilting  it  for  the 
Dboon  before  its  buoiness  was  at  an  end. 

Oil  the  oppo«ile  side  of  the  river  to  Hurdwor 
there  is  a  range  of  hills,  among  which  one  htan 
the  name  of  (he  Silver  Mountain,  (Chandce 
Pahar,)  from  its  having  a  white  altar  to  Maha> 
dera  erectcti  iipou  its  summit.  'I'his  shrine  is  a 
place  of  pilgrimage,  and  being  so  clonely  situated 
to  the  fair,  receive*  many  visiters,  from  amus»o 
mcnt  as  well  as  derolion.     The  slope  of  the  hill 
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is  bmiittfully  wtxKlml,  and  the  path  to  the  god- 
t(cM  of  rnlher  difKcuU  access.  We  crossed  the 
riv«r  by  the  common  ferry-boat,  iuio  vliich  were 
crowiicti  nn  amazing  numb(>r  of  men,  women, 
and  children,  proceeding  to  vrorship  tit  ilit  idirine- 
The  Gongr*  at  this  srjintm  of  the  yc«r  iti  here  di- 
vided into  tlirec  bntnclwis'ho  Wony  bi-d  Iwing  left 
dry  in  as  many  placet)  by  the  sJinlluwneM  of  tlw 
water  ;  the  principal  ooe  is  not  more  lluin  one 
hundred  yards  scrnsa — the  other  two  are  Tery 
naiTO*.  The  point  upoo  which  Mahadera's 
altar  itandti  is  about  six  hundn-d  foct  high. 

A  wrambliog  ascent  of  iN>in«(hing  more  than 
l»n  hu»(lre<l  feet,  over  ground  lliat  seemed  to  be 
well  trodik-n  bylhr  bare-footi'd  pilgrims, brought 
us  to  a  small  plain,  over  which  we  quickly 
passed,  (hen  ascending  to  amilhcr  level,  foum)  a 
sloping  rood  to  the  ucrvd  f^oti.  A  few  Gborkalis, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  readied  the  spot 
with  ourselves ;  llicy  were  an  interesting  party, 
and  belonged  to  the  regiment  of  Hill-men  sls> 
tioned  within  ihe  Dhooit.  One  of  the  girls  was 
about  deven  years  of  age,  and  remarkably 
pretty ;  she  vut  many  iluides  fairer  than  the 
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ia£i»ct  ibe  pUias,  who  at  ber  age  aneaD 
aAvxxd  wires.  There  is  ao  inooceoce  and  a 
mmf^ij  ID  the  girb  uf  the  Eut  that,  notwttli- 
sttadng  their  ooiiipl«xM»j^  amount  very  Dcarijr 
to  bcwitT.  With  them,  however,  that  fleeting 
flcnm  U  eren  mure  traniiient  than  in  the  we»t : 
btfari  tbcjr  are  twcntjr  tbey  hvgiD  to  decline  in 
afqxaraoce,  and  in  four  or  five  years  more  are 
really  old  womea,  and  then   tbey   do  indted 

A  Satfmt  attended  the  altar,  and  our  fellow- 
iT^krs  imiuedtately  oommenced  their  «dor»- 
They  ofleml  incvnse  to  the  goddeas, 
wUdi  was  burnt  in  a  unall  carlbcn  pot  before 
ber  image  ■  rude  ^cturc  of  the  divine  dame, 
nodidlMl  in  cUy,  and  painted  red.  They  re- 
peated a  abort  prayer,  and  walked  three  tima 
rouod  the  altar.  One  of  the  women,  who  had 
lately  Io«t  a  too,  liad  come  to  offer  a  propiliation 
for  his  soul :  ihi^  is  a  very  pious  office  among 
the  Hindoos  uidncrer  neglected.  Howc^'er  lad 
the  feeling  their  errors  must  give  rise  to«  we 
MBBot  but  ihiDk  tbey  sometimes  "  lean  to  vir- 
ie*s  sid«^"    .AJthough  we  may  tamcot  the  de- 
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H    luflions  that  induce  the  act,  we  cnnnot  but  \\cvr 

H    with  intemt  tlie  tacriGci;  of  n  child,  who  has 

I    wandered  a  weary  pilgrimage  t»  benefit  his  |uu 

rentfi'  smitjt,  a»  he  drops  his  simple  oblation  with 

H    the  most  unfdgned  veneration  into  the  bosom  of 

the  htAy  stream.     One  of  tlie  men  then  wrote  the 

name*  of  the  pnrty  upon  the  back  of  the  nllar, 

Iiur  he  »ai<l  tlwit  Mahndeva  came  every  day  to 
ne  who  hat]  prayed  at  Ikt  slinne,  uiid  copied 
thvir  names  into  her  book.  We  proposed  to 
leave  uur  Damrs  iil«)  for  the  recording  angel's 

I  volume,  but  tlicy  dwlored  she  could  not  read  the 
character.  We  suggested  the  possibility  <if  her 
bsTtng  n  ptindit  in  her  court,  who  would  inter- 
^  pretour  tumies  tu  her.  At  this  thty  smiled,  and 
B  re|ilH-<),  lliey  had  never  thought  of  that,  but 
doubtleKN  Muhatk'va  knew  all. 

I  We  fmind  iIk  descent  a  great  deal  more  per- 
plexing than  the  a«M^nt :  we  retiimod,  indeed, 
by  amitlter  roiu),  and  had  to  scramble,  like 
ffiunkeys,  down  a  precipice  of  ^xty  feet  in  hei};ht 
at  least ;  at  the  bottom  of  it  was  a  small  lakc^ 
within  «  bolluw  of  the  mountain :  its  precincts 
were  holy,  for  on  the  water's  edge  was  a  larger 
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figure  of  the  divinity,  in  ihe  «Bmc  cnanr  mamiCT 
as  the  one  that  prt^icks  over  the  suinmil,  rail 
with  u  little  of  the  goddrsK  in  it. 

On  the  brunchn  of  the  trrv«  above  thi>  lake 
vtre  a  number  of  bccs'-nests:  the  insects  afk 
peering  u>  be  swarming,  ai>d  the  natives  nacle 
dgns  to  ua  to  bo  cjutet,  lest  our  roicea  should 
draw  them  upon  u&     It  was  a  sufGcteotlv  dao* 
gcrous  passage,  and  we  passed  it  with  the  silence 
and  caution  of  travellers  over  the  glaciers  of  the 
Alp.      Had  we  drawn  an   avalanche  of  1>ees 
about  our  ears  ibe  consequences   wouUl  hare 
been  little  less  fatal.     At  the  end  of  this  paM 
there  was  a  small  temple,  in  Terr  uninterrupted 
solitude.    The  Brahmin  who  presided  at  it  might 
have  been  the  keeper  of  the  bce«,  for  w«  aw 
uo  other  living  things  about  him  that  could  be 
turned  to  uw.-:  birds  there  were  in  plentT.  but 
ihev  were  far  bevonil   his   rencti— the  jungle 
fowl,  black  pArtridge,  and  a  few  pheaxants.     It 
was  in  all  rc<pixls  what  Lord  Dymn  calla  ** 
populous  K^itude  of  birds  and  bees." 

On  coming  to  the  margin  of  the  river  ngnfn, 
the  fair  presented  an  animated  and  Interealii^ 
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spectacle.  We  had  «et  out  v^ry  Mr^7»  and  Ihe 
merchaDts  and  their  goods  w«rc  still  in  repose ; 
BOW,  however,  all  ven  aga^m  colk'ctcd.  A 
great  portion  of  the  fair  seemed  to  beheld  in  the 
bed  of  the  river,  as  well  a*  on  the  bank*  of  it; 
and  we  bad.  in  enisling,  a  grand  diiiplay  of 
hatbcTs,  at  the  foot  of  the  Mcrcd  fthaut.  This 
b  a  v<TT  fine  fliglit  of  stone  steps,  biiill  at  the 
expentt  of  (be  Company.  A  small  teniplc 
tUuti*  OD  one  side  of  a  filnlform  at  the  tup  of 
then  ;  while  on  the  other  is  n  row  of  little  apart- 
ments. Dearly  level  with  the  water,  in  which  the 
Brahmins  usually  residi.- :  they  are  generally 
white- wa&hed,  and  decorated  with  red  otouldingi 
or  comicea  within  and  without.  Crowds  of 
tbeee  portly  personages  are  seated  at  the  door*, 
to  perform  their  mysterious  rites ;  and  I  have 
heard  strange  tales  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
abuse  their  sucnd  offices.  As  I  do  not  propcute, 
however,  to  propagate  scandal  against  them.  I 
will  pass  them  over  in  silence.  The  women  oc- 
canonally  deposit  their  ornaments  with  theite 
priests  when  lliey  descnid  to  the  river  to  bathe; 
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and  llic  profane  tlL-dar«,  they  c^ten  find  difficulty 
in  recovering  them. 

Until  the  govcmaicnt  constructed  the  ghaut 
thAt  now  girc»  so  much  facility  to  the  pilj^ims 
a  risil  to  Uunlwar  was  attended  with  great 
danger,  particularly  on  every  twelfth  year,  when 
it  ii  held  highly  meritorious  to  bathe  in  this  spot. 
At  a  precise  tnorocnt>  calculated  by  astrottomers, 
the  aacred  shell  sounds,  and  all  rush  to  the  river, 
carrying  every  body  they  meet  in  their  course 
with  them.  At  the  tuHt  grand  fentival,  neveral 
bundretls  were  cruohed  to  death;  and  the  soldiers 
who  were  placed  at  the  ghaut  to  prevent  oon- 
fuaion,  were  swept  into  lbi>  river,  and  drowned. 

After  the  iiblution  is  complete,  thv  pilgrims, 
with  their  traiii>|Hirciit  acarfs  about  t)H-m,  move 
up  the  stairs  to  the  li'mple,  touching  every  step 
with  the  back  of  the  right  hjutd,  and  then  placing 
it  on  the  forehead,  and,  poN*ibly,  muttering  a 
prayer  at  the  time.  Within  the  temple,  at  the 
top  of  the  stairs,  is  «  large  hcU,  which  i*  rung 
continually  while  the  ceremony  of  bathing  bisU, 
The  Kura)H-an  viHitem,  mounted  U|)on  vleplianti. 
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Ircquently  ride  into  lh«  water,  where  they  iiiny 
stAnd  above  (hv  scene,  and  gaze  without  inter- 
ruption upon  it. 

The  road  into  the  valley  of  the  Dhoon  \t  s 
very  6nc  one,  cut  over  the  river  in  the  bosom  of 
the  hills,  and  built  up  with  masonry  on  the  out- 
ward »itle.  Above  it  is  n  prctlily-Mtuuted  bun- 
galow, which  eommandf  n  niagniliix-nt  view  of 
the  winding  river,  and  the  hilU  around  it.  At 
tbe  end  of  this  pait*,  and  just  beneath  the  hill, 
MbDdi  a  large  lake,  by  the  bankit  of  which  there 
U  a  small  paguda.  It  in  very  retired  and  pretty ; 
anil  several  I-'nglidi  visiters  had  pitched  thdr 
Irntv  near  it,  in  order  to  be  away  from  ttie  dust 
■od  tumult  of  the  fair. 

I  oliM-rrcd  a  >innl)  door,  cut  in  the  rocky  sum- 
tnit  of  the  hill,  over  the  lake,  atxl  ftliout  twenty 
fret  above  it,  to  which  in^uiy  people  were  as- 
cending, by  ladders  fostrixHl  at  its  threshold. 
Garlands  of  flowors  hung  round  it,  and  an  aro. 
matic  smvll  on  approocJiing  it,  gave  intelligence 
of  some  dark  mystery  being  performed  within  it. 
It  was  the  sanctuary  of  the  giKl  of  fruitfuloess ; 
and  many  wives  were  engaged  in  imjitoring  the 
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Uadng  of  ft  pi-ogeny.  I  did  not  venture  to 
intrude,  on  discovering  lo  whom  it  was  Mcrod; 
ami  indeed  my  near  approach  seenietl  to  caiue 
sofoe  uneauness  amoog  those  wbo  waited 
around  it. 

A  regioKtit  of  Ghorkas,  nativea  of  Nrpaul, 
who  have  the  r«putatioa  of  being  reinarkaUj 
brave  »oldiers,vas  marched  intollurd war  during 
the  fair,  from  Dchra,  the  capital  erf"  the  valley 
which  is  their  principal  station.  They  are  vo^ 
properly  trained  and  dressed  as  riflemen,  and 
reminded  mc  muclt  of  the  Malay  corps  in  the 
island  of  Ceylon :  their  complexions  and  features 
arc  perfectly  like  tlutt  people,  and  srvm  to  mt 
to  fomi  a  gradation  bctwi-en  the  ('hinese  and  the 
Tartar.  I  never  saw  more  really  good^liunioured 
looking  men,  and  1  understand  their  eouute> 
nances  do  not  belie  their  dispositiona.  Alan/ 
instances  of  their  courage  were  afibrded  by  the 
late  N'epaul  war;  particularly  in  the  surprise 
of  one  or  two  uf  our  posts  at  night,  when  they 
rushed  to  the  attack  of  superior  parties  to  thdr 
own,  frvquently  prejaing  ao  close,  as  to  cut  our 
men  over  their  firelocks  with  ihcir  singularly* 
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shaped  swords.  Tlw  European  dne**  bpoomce 
then),  I  think,  more  thao  it  di^s  aii^  otliur  class 
of  native*.  Tu  lliehaudsuuieutenuf  llii-  Itjijpuot 
auU:i(isiif;rvmtdi«6^im-iiirul.  I  huvcoflcnr^ 
grctlrd  tliat  Komi;  luort-  ftuilabU-  ciwtunic  lind  not 
been  jiilroducMl  oniottg  tht-tii,  than  (hv  ilUmuW 
jacket,  and  scanty  trovrsera,  that  they  am  con- 
(kmon]  tt>  trtar.  Wtwn  in  their  own  looae 
dress  they  have  the  most  graceful  figures  po»> 
•ible.  When  I  see  thcta  in  uniform,  I  nni  ro- 
mtnded  too  much  of  the  piclum  jMiiutfd  upon 
t«rgi-lj^  at  whid)  recruits  at«  taught  to  lire. 
1'bey  an  as  fine  and  wcJl-di»ci])lined  a  race  of 
men,  forgetting  thtir  colour,  as  can  be  anywhere 
found :  and  if  their  unifurins  were  more  suitable 
to  their  habits  and  api»earancc,  would  be  in- 
creasctl  tenfold  in  valu& 

Di-ownlluh,  which  is  about  eighteen  miles  from 
Hurdwar,  was  the  name  of  the  ground  on  which 
we  encamped  the  ttrtt  day  of  our  halting  within 
the  valley  of  tliv  Uhoun.  Tlic  rowl,  al^cr  passing 
ihv  take  I  have  nivntiotiitt,  wiu  for  some  time 
level ;  it  chcn  wound  over  a  richly  wooded  hill, 
making  one  of  the  moHt  bcnutiful  [Msscs  I  ever 
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beheld,  not  excepting  even  the  magniBceniljF^  wild 
one  within  a  short  distance  of  Kandy  in  Ceylon, 
which  I  had  always  considered  the  mmt  Miperb 
piece  of  eastern  scenery  in  the  world.  The  Tiew 
from  this  pass,  howe^-er,  far  exceeded  it.  It 
was  bounded  by  ilic  Himalaya  mountains— the 
snowy  range,  white  and  clear  as  poui)bl&  The 
sun  had  not  long  risen,  and  I  could  gaze  with- 
out being  djizK-d  nt  nil  the  beauties  it  iUuni- 
nato<).  Below  and  nbui'v  the  road  was  thicUy 
wooded,  and  diMpIuyetl  a  great  variety  of  foliagt; 
while  the  ereepers,  that  arc  so  numerous  and  sn 
rich  in  this  country,  wound  about  the  roeksand 
the  trees  in  (he  loveliest  manner.  The  great 
contrast  from  the  sameness  of  the  plains  gare  the 
scene  a  double  charm.  We  could  easily  under- 
stanil  why  the  green  voles  of  Arabia  arc  so  pre- 
cioui  to  the  Arab. 

We  ]KtS!«d  ihitmgh  a  considerable  jungle, 
after  we  had  quitted  this  passage,  with  now  and 
then  foinc  patches  of  cultivation,  and  about  ten 
o'clock  found  our  tent«  pitched  on  a  clear  spot 
mnir  (he  road,  not  very  far  from  a  mt-houvand 
police-station    (or  cboltee).     Behind  us 
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ifopid  irout  BlTcaDi,  from  which  wc  catight  M'vctsI 

rfish,  and,  thcMigh  small,  they  wvre  exceedinjjly 

[good. 

I'rom  this  spot  wc  enjoyed  a  very  fine  view  of 

Ithe  hills,  and  could  porccive  many  tents  pcrclie*! 
Upon  the  diflVrvnl  peaka,  as  if  ihvy  had  been 
flying  in  the  air.  At  iiif;ht,  ihv  Rrrs  about  them 
biimiog  like  ftigiuil  li^it^,  with  (he  blaze  among 
tbc  long  griiM,  which  is  purfxwdy  fired,  and 
Ithieh  ruDH  at  this  season  like  a  train  ulung  the 

[  bills,  had  a  beautiful  effect,  I  have  heard  tl>ut 
the  burning  uf  the  grass  is  soinetinies  causctl  by 

I  the  friction  of  the  dried  reeds  and  leaves,  which, 

I  during  the  present  parcliixl  period  of  the  year, 
Bever  fails  to  kimlle  a  flame.  Thi«  may  be  the 
caw,  but  the  niuuntainK  are  flelduni,  I  fancy, 
trilbotit  moisture  enough  to  prevent  it. 

We  found  a  string  of  mules  just  prepring  to 
start  from  the  rest-houie,  when  we  arrived  thia 
mnrail^.  They  belonged  to  an  Knglish  clergy- 
Bwn,  who  waa  on  his  roote  to  Kunawur,  a  pro> 
viocc  beyond  the  snowy  range,  and  without  the 
Puaof  lluruiida;  the  crest  of  which  is  fifteen 
ibousand  feet  above  the  sea.  It  lends,  through 
VOL.  t.  S 
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tilt  country  uf  the  shnwl  wool  goal,  (OondeH,) 
til  Chinese  Tartary,  tl  the  frontier  village  of 
which  it  is  necessary  to  r«turn,  or  run  the  riik 
of  being  carried  state  |>riM>ner  to  Pckin. 

The  reverend  geiilletnan  liad  crossed  the  SuU 
lege  last  year,  and  gave  an  ninuKin^  ilescriptioi 
nf  the  manner  of  |>asdng  it.  Sometimes  the 
gtiidc  rideB  over  upon  an  inflated  gnal-skto,  (a 
boracha,)  while  the  trareller  stits  quietly  upon 
liis  fthoutdcrs.  The  other  method  is  adofitcd,  I 
ihiuV,  in  Sontb  Amorica:  the  fMssengtr  tita  b 
■  ftpevieiof  awing,  which  is  ftu«pend«J  from  a 
rope  that  strdclics  actoes  the  siresin,  and  b 
t!iu«  towed  over. 

We  were  very  much  intcirsted  in  the  ap- 
pcwvnoe  of  the  principal  servant  of  the  clet]gT- 
man,  who  seemed  to  be  more  nicful  and  inlcl> 
ligent  than  any  native  I  had  ever  met  with.  He 
tra*  a  rentarlcalily  han()»oD>c  man,  and  had  the 
liC«ringof  a  high  hrahmin.  H<- was,  however^ 
rhri«4iaD)Snd  not  longsincchad  hero  Iwptixnl  by 
his  proseol  master.  He  was  a  sort  of  Haji  Bab^ 
and  before  he  oifftTcd  himwif  for  baptism,  had  rx< 
|icrienced  many  strange  odrentum.   In  histarly 
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dsTs.  (he  seemed  to  be  now  about  forty,)  be  had 
heca  a  wldicr,  an  J  bad  served  in  Jbtb.  wbich  in 
alvays  a  matter  of  great  pride  to  a  native.  Wlien 
be  obtained  hisdiKharge,  be  became  a  mendicant 
print  and  irandered  about  the  country.  He  hmi 
vnitadevs-ysfanneofnoteforsanctilyinthcKast, 
from  Thibet  to  Cape  Comorin,  and  found  bia  er> 
rant  life,  I  have  no  doubt,  u  very  delightful  one. 
One  day,  when  perfumiing  bis  prayers  ia 
tba  Ganges,  «a  Etiglisbman  panning  down  the 
rirer,  happened  to  stop  clow  by  iiiiii,  and  enter- 
ing into  conversation,  prcwntcd  i)im  with  a 
irans^tioo  of  Ronw  portion  of  the  Scnptiin.'ii,  or 
a  religious  tract,  F  do  not  rvtncmbcr  wluch :  he 
was  then  journeying  to  nhurt]»iv,  wIictc,  for 
iMae  oSence,  be  wait  cast  into  jviaon.  Tbr 
perusal  of  this  new  book  solaced  hioi  in  ])ia  coD- 
finement,  and  by  his  own  account  wrought  )□  him 
a  great  change.  On  being  liberated,  harassed  by 
his  doubts,  be  went  to  the  college  of  Benares  to 
consult  the  learned  brafanuns  on  the  tubject  of 
his  newly-acquired  knowledge.  Uc  could  hardly 
have  gone  to  a  worse  place.  Tbey  gave  bim  the 
only  re[dy  he  could  have  expected : — '*  Throw 


y  hitturh 
■^••■ntnist.  Ii 
to  BMkr  ewry  h^aiij  dmt  hU 
'.  ud  it  toTiMd  oKt  ifaM  be  ln«  i1k  rv  | 
INMfaaargfMtpiMvasabrahwL  To  pnve 
Ui  (letefBiBatiaB  to  be  nor  no  Iw^n,  be  foot  J 
tbe Mcrrd  thrvH) fian  liH ihiwfilii, aid ttuuf 
il  in  iMocn,  faraa'bt  H  to  ifae  efagjiaan,  uid 
aul,  **  \u«  I  »ill  oa  Inoprr  be  a  bnbMn.  j^wi 
OBRM  nAac  nn  viab."  H«  <ra>  at  Intgib  gnti- 
fled,  u>dliaaM7«t|inDaoeMBwfcrdoabling 
bJKMmrilv.  fUhaBunbrgnnaaofiMrlitilcprr- 
trculiDn,  too;  hr  baa  bad  onaT  tauota  u bfw. 
nd  blows  toMbab  to^  aaotb*  baa  Uea  ia 
Vyamtm  mmvm,mim 
ttf^oaaiii  m.  fccbfe— »lw.b»iiBfH* 
»  3<ni  to  bait  bia  pom,  nd  MOMilnr  »  ha 
•dt* 

t;  » laafctod  baHlf  •■MOt  toa  betltr 
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won  nued  a  clamour  Hgainst  him;  the  whole 
village  WM  alanii«^l  at  the  upruor,  nnd,  hastening; 
to  the  Kcne,  look  part  in  the  iwiitonci;  of  expuU 
uon,  whkh  wad  imiiiMliatcly  pronounced  upon 
him.  He  narrowly  ntcaiied  with  his  life,  and 
was  forced  lo  utkandon  hi«  pony  tu  the  mcrvy  of 
the  champiooii  of  llralima. 

He  had  completely  thrown  aside  all  prejudices, 
and  aeemeit  to  he  a  perfect  factotum,  full  of 
bustle,  awl,  I  thouglit,  no  little  wlf.iraportance. 
As  he  had  vjsiled  all  the  places  of  pil;>niiiiige 
within  t)te  mountains,  he  proiniMnl  to  be  a  good 
guide  ti>  hi*  master,  if  he  answered  no  otlier 
purpinc. 

Therr  is  u  degree  of  osu-ntatioii  among  those 
men  who  are  "  dressed  in  a  little  hrief  authority'* 
in  lite  Kant  that  i»  perfectly  ludicroiu;  tlicy 
pnmeia  more  than  any  other  nation  in  the  world 
tlw  priilr  of  place ;  and  tl^  fuss  with  which  this 
gCTtieoMUi  ili«|Mttrl)ed  his  mules  and  cuuliox, 
looking  under  his  eyelids  at  us  fur  applaiisi-, 
while  he  iinraiigtied  those  beiH'ath  liiin,  limned 
that  h«  enjoyed  his  full  share  of  it. 

A  great  portion  of  our  baggage  was  unfortu> 
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^hhhIt  nmnl  to  harkerin.  We  had  nal  be«fi  able 
^■W  obtain  Mifficiftit  camels  for  the  whole  paKv, 
Kod,  as  frrquaitlv  happens,  tbo»e  thing*  wc  oKHt 
rtquind  wm-  pacfctd  in  the  ilowest  ctinvc^aacr; 
oartaate,  tbrtvforv,  Mtre  imfumished  until  \oog 
past  ■Mfa%bt;forooe  of  the  leading  carUhariaj^ 
net  vitfa  an  aoctdmt  to  the  b^nninf;  of  the 
jmtnMjr,*Mand  tbe others,  ami  I  have  aodoubt 
tile  dmwa  Ml  quictlr  ruund  Ihe  rulm  fnr  mow 
time,  wBofcing  all  thoughts  of  our  furtarn  lilu- 
atiaa  awar-  We  were  obliged  in  eonaKiuenc* 
to  bait  a  second  dav  at  D«i«al1ah. 

The  smToundinn;  counirv  is  witd.  and  fuH  of 
Uack  partritlges  (we  have  not  seen  anr  pray  odm> 
doce  we«ntend  the  DbooD)  and  jungle  fowl; 
tlierexrealsonianjdKT,  with  tigers  and  Ictipanl* 
in  abundance.  I  heard  this  moming  uf  an  oIBcct 
having  had  a  serious  reoconlre  with  one  of  the 
fonJ»r,  while  eogagrd  ia  sbooting  dew;  he  had 
wounded  one,  and  « a*  pursuing  it.  as  it  limped 
away  from  htm,  «ith  his  gun  upon  his  shoulder: 
]Dleapit)goverasnud1draiti,hcinUfnipt(.-dB  tiger 
at  his  meal,  wbo  immnliatcly  sprung  upon  Inm, 
«»dmdeavoan.-dlusei]ichini  bv  (hirchcck.   For- 
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jy  the  guQ  intervened  and  he  viw  nvtil ; 
tome  of  his  propte  ninDiDg  up,  screametl  aluiid 
uid  scared  iheanjmalaway.  iJisshoukler  I  hriird 
va>  much  torn,  but  his  cheek  eKraped  witli  n  kifs; 
ihc  barreltt  of  his  gun  sencd  la  gag  ttic  tiger, 
which  left  the  marks  of  hix  teclh  upon  it,  for 
they  wen,  I  learnt,  literallj  billt-n  ihmugh. 

This  tnoniing  we  rudti  to  I)f.hra,  the  cnjiilnl 
dT  the  valley,  which  stowU  on  ii  phu'n  in  ilic 
ceotrc  of  it.  The  houses  iirc  generally  Euru- 
pesn ;  bungalows  withgardcns  round  ihcm.  aAcr 
the  usual  manner  of  cantonmeut.i  in  the  upper 
provinces.  This  is  the  head-quarters  of  the 
Gborlca  rifle  corps,  that  I  have  uoticed  before. 
All  about  it  i»  well  cultivated.  Wc  are  en- 
camped in  a  tope,  or  grove  of  trees,  beyond  the 
town,  at  tho  skirts  of  a  field  of  rery  fine  wheat. 
h>  which  stands  a  white  pilUr  to  the  memory  of 
tome  officers  who  were  killed  at  Kullungn,  which 
hill  stands  ininM.-diitt«Iy  above  it.  The  fort  that 
was  erected  upon  it  is  now  cli»m»n()Ml — scarcely 
a  rtone  remains.  It  was  sail  to  think  that  so 
trifling  a  plaec  should  hare  cost  so  much  blood. 
Gractvl  Oillei^ie,  who  was  the  commander  of 
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the  expetlitiou,  fell  here :  ■  monuiDcul  is  erected 
lo  him  in  tite  cliurcli^ard  of  Meerut  Kullunf^a 
is  the  first  dmy''tt  tiiurcl)  fnim  the  rallev  to 
ItudriiMtli,  by  an  (.■iilniicc  to  the  mounuios 
uhich  i*  not  no  giii«^ly  tiocii,  since  tltc  oo 
cij|iiUio«  uf  thv  range  ubovi;  RnjpotH'  bjr  ihv 
Britith. 

Thu  centre  of  thr  Dboon,  in  which  w«  an 
now  cncunpct),  is  consiiU-rablv  higlivr  than 
Hunlwar.  one  thousand  thrcv  hundred  feet:  we 
have  rciiche<l  it  without  the  n)»[H-4irAnci.'  of 
makitig  any  ascent.  The  mountains  uhicb  bouiul 
it,  HO  cfti-ctually  prevent  the  appruadi  of  the 
hot  snuth-ucst  winds  that  wc  Jwvc  v\pcrictK-c<l 
a  dclightfut  change  in  lite  clinuite  alrx-iidy.  A 
rapid  stream  nislios  by  (he  oiilouf  the  road  near 
lis  which  calls  all  the  (Iihiin.-U  of  Ihr  neigh- 
bouring villages  to  its  niar^n,  to  cxcrciw  their 
proper  duties  of  drawing  water  for  their  boueiv 
hold.  They  are  miieb  fairer  than  llie  women  of 
the  plains,  and  leas  averse  to  dittpUy  their  beau* 
ties.  Their  villages  are  so  secluded,  that  it  is 
diflfcult  to  conjecture  whence  they  come:  a 
narrow  rood  between  two  high  banks  lends  M 
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one  of  llie  neareat,  and  the  women  pass  bacli* 
wards  and  forwards  in  Mrin^  like  ants,  jind  are 
fully  as  earnest  in  tlieir  business.  There  are  a 
great  niimWr  of  lopes  of  trees  in  the  neighbouf 
hood,  in  oim*  of  which  is  the  encampment  of  a 
very  high  civil  officer,  ituperintendeut  of  police 
in  the  upper  proviru:i»,  who  is  on  his  route  to 
Jiimnoutri.  Three  hundred  llill-men  arc  sealed 
on  tl>cir  haunches  around  his  tent,  looking  wild 
■ml  utoniHiied  al  all  they  perceive.  'I'hey  ar< 
riml  llijs  aioroing  from  ihe  interior  of  the 
muunbUD  (liBtricts  lo  carry  his  haggage,  and  are 
busily  preparing  to  start — in  which  ]>reparation, 
with  them,  aa  with  tlMte  of  a  lower  region,  talk* 
ing  seems  to  be  the  principal  feature. 

It  is  not  to  he  suppo««d  that  travellere  in  the 
1-^t  sacrifice  any  portion  of  their  comforts  or 
luxuries  when  (hey  quit  Ihcir  houses  to  lead 
wandering  Uvea  in  tents— on  the  contrary,  they 
ap(ie«rtoincreasc  them.  Men  of  great  authority 
and  large  nieanti— which  terms,  hy-the-bye,  arc 
neaHy  syoonytnouft^niove  with  a  splendour  tltnt 
cannot  easily  be  conceived  in  the  dull  West.  I 
hope  the  gentleman  of  whom  I  write  will  excuse 
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my  dting  bim  aa  an  example.  He  hod,  amon)|r 
Mher  d^anee*,  a  pUoo  ia  his  tent ;  and  each 
hill  cooly  catTMs  from  thirty  to  forty  poundi,  I 
(limk  thnw  huitdml  will  be  nblv  to  pnicurtt  him 
nit  tiutt  can  hv  Arrimi  in  hi*  raore  aniuoiu  trip 
ovrr  itte  moimtBiiM. 

The  vtkWey  of  the  Dhoon  in,  I  beliet-e,  ax  ipiiet 
and  at  h«[>py  «a  such  a  lovely  and  *ec(ue)ili:fv«l 
spot  should  be.  The  niagistnite,  wboni  I  saw 
at  Hurdwar,  dressed,  by<the>.hye,  in  wunivltiing 
betn-ccn  the  English  and  native  costume,  is  very 
highly  praised  for  the  good  be  has  efTecled  unce 
he  lias  been  vilhin  the  Hill  districts;  and  hv 
semis,  as  far  as  1  can  yet  judge,  to  liave  a 
tnu-labk-  people  to  dpul  with.  He  i»  avrm-,  [ 
havo  heard,  and  pcrltaps  in  some  rccpvcts  pro- 
pin'ly  so,  to  too  general  a  rage  for  visiting  the 
mountninii. 

The  l-^ngli*!t,  who  arc  at  all  limes  very  pe- 
remptory and  i-apricious  in  tlw-ir  travelling  ha- 
bits, have  been  MtRHtitnes  a  little  rougli  an<(  ex- 
acting towards  the  peaceable  iiihabilatils  of  tbciw 
territories  wliiih  cannot  be  MiHiclt-nlly  lament- 
ed, fur  tbcj'  are  the  moM  willing  creatures  pob 
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dblc,  and  are  not  likdy  to  be  irapraved  or  fitted 
for  civilizntioa  by  recdviiig  unfuvourublc  in>- 
prvssions  of  those  vho  are  destined  t»  cHWct  it. 

We  rode  m  little  more  than  on  hour  this 
inoniiDj^  toltajpoor.  where  we  found  every  thing 
ID  the  greatest  bustle.  Siuce  the  arrival  of  the 
inralid  detachments  at  Laodour,  a  large  bazaar 
has  been  establiabed  in  this  )>lacc,  and  cooUcs 
are  coostanily  ascvnding  the  Hill  with  sacks  of 
mod  aad  other  matters.  We  sometimes  gain  a 
rkwof  long  strings  of  (hem  windtog  round  oiog- 
nilkent  crags,  whidi  n)>(K-ar  to  bang  over  dmp 
predpicea.  Their  diminutive  i!gui-e»,  seen  at 
(hat  distJiK-e,  rcpiiiid  me  uf  the  moving  piginii's 
that  are  ocntdonally  introdtiocd  to  heighten  the 
•ccnery  of  «  melodram*. 

Within  a  tiiick  forest  bcMdc-njijpoorwc  heard 
thrrc  were  a  gmt  niiuiy  phraunts,  and  xct  forth 
fo  punujt  of  them.  We  went  on  foot,  and  after 
pBMtngthr  ht-at  uf  ihv  day  in  an  arduous  chase, 
ntumcd  cxluiustn),  without  having  bad  the  sa- 
fttftfltV"'  of  teeing  even  one.  The  only  living 
thJDga  we  dinturbcd  were  a  few  Guisnas  sltcU 
tering  themselves  under  detached  fragments  uf 
fock  from  the  strength  of  the  sun,  whid)  n'as  ^q 
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great  thai  not  even  the  lisard  tribe  cuuid 
ture  to  bonk  in  iL 

Itnjpoor  is  tliree  ibousand  four  humlred  fevt 
above  the  sea,  and  nx  buDdrcd  abofe  Dc^ra  : 
b(-iD;;sovlo»cly  situated  beneath  the  high  moun- 
tains, on  one  side,  while  all  the  olhiis  arc  sur- 
ruiiniUil  by  thick  fore«ts,  it  is  the  cloMcct  and 
lm»t  liable  to  be  relieved  by  a  cunnit  of  air, 
of  any  ti|iot  I  wcr  hod  the  ill-fonune  to  pscs  a 
few  hours  in.  Many  of  the  trees  io  the  adjuin- 
infrwooda  are  very  Urge  and  beautiful,  particu- 
Uirly  «oine  of  the  Toon.  The  Londour  range 
in  five  thousand  feet  above  tbie  village,  and 
two  hours'  walk  from  iL 

On  the  aflcrnooD  of  tlic  12lh  of  April,  I 
i|uittecl  llie  \'aUey  of  tlic  Dhoon,  which  in  all 
respect!*  deeervvx  the  name  of  beautiful.  It  li^^^ 
between  tiK'  Himalaya  inountaiim  and  n  loi^^ 
range  thut  bound*  it  towanl*  the  plainn,  oimI 
M  nes  as  an  outer  wall  to  the  formidabJe  fa»t- 
nesftcs  that  divide  India  front  Tartary  and  Tbi- 
l>et.  It  has  every  vaiiety  of  scvnery.  and  the 
<>angca  and  Jumna  flow  through  it. 

KajjHKir,  even  if  the  proxinttty  to  the  moun- 
t;iiiij(  bad  not  made  us  impatient  to  attend  thenir 
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«wtD  too  gmU  a  buHile  to  uinpt  ii«  to  lin^p^ 
\itm.  FidlJQg  of  wood,  blasting  of  rocks  and 
ill  the  indicalioas  of  new  roads  and  a  new  set- 
dtnral,  made  it  a  busy  scene.  It  is  llie  first 
■Mon  of  the  convalescent  depiit  for  the  Kuro. 
pttD  iroopi  being  vataUished  on  the  ridge  of 
Undour;  asyct  it  ismerely  an  experimental  one, 
■d  ail  are  anxious  fur  its  succeds,  and  active  in 
mdoiruuring  to  promote  it. 

I  bad  borrowed  a  ghoont,  or  hill  pony,  and 
^at  flour  o'clock  commenced  my  ascent  to 
UisKiura-ka>teelja,  llic  name  of  tbe  line  of  peaks 
httic  wntward  of  Lnndoiir.  The  roads  were 
)Ft  unftni^hcd  lu  many  |>urt«,  but  it  was  sur- 
prisng  how  ray  pony  contrivctl  to  scramble  over 
mry  otMtade.  I  «oun  found  itiv  projier  way 
*auld  be  to  lea*c  all  to  him.  These  animals  arc 
w  surWoolnl,  llial  they  never  betray  tbdr  H> 
Jer's  Iru»l,  though  they  cnay  occanoiinlly  »bak« 
his  nerve*;  for  creeping  to  the  very  edge  of  the 
prcdpicCf  they  show  him  upon  how  slight  a 
ihrtadbift  safely  hangs; — but  one  false  step,  and 
where  would  the  traveller  be? 

Tl>e  roads  are  not  well  traced,  which  is  a 
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A*  tM%,  wc  cfanfed  the  aifHcC  d»%hrfully  ; 
aad  even  bcsatj  that  wv  loM  wai  sucoeeded  bt 
gmtcr  bnatici  mQI:  at  lei^th,  on  reaching 
tirrra  Pcdk,  a  noail  pUia  about  midsay  up, 
the  Dfaoao  va>  lost  to  our  new.  Here  we  foutM] 
ounelTe*  ia  a  oev  region,  amoog  raspberriea 
and  cherry-treo,  wild  Tuae*  and  blackberrin! 
On  a  little  pedi,  abore  where  a  small  motintain- 
spring  faik  ioto  a  fountaia,  arc  a  few  huts :  and 
tbc  oaly  clear  spot  round  about '»  an  area  of  two 
or  three  acres,  beneath  the  height  on  which  they 
•land. 

Thia  ffrouod  J*  geiMrally  cboMti  as  the  find 
day'*  ha]lin;;-place  for  the  invalitK  who  are  am- 
ending the  hilU  in  pursuit  of  the  health  they 
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hM  ID  the  )tlainfi.  Many,  no  doubt,  will  luivi: 
tSDse  to  Uesa  it,  for  tlic  air  ii  pure  nnJ  dt-li- 
cious.  It  had  nlrcudy,  liowfver,  Iwen  marked  as 
thr  last  singv  on  earth  fur  one  whow  race  waa 
tliM«d  ht*t  nigliL  Thert;  ia  something  extremely 
ndanclwily  in  tlx^  ()ia«>lBlion  of  the  sjiot,  where 
'inc,  trliu  Ititil  [laiued  so  many  scenes  of  danger, 
had  ooine  to  die  at  last.  He  had  been  id  nearly 
irery  iMittlr  from  Talarera  to  Waterloo:  and 
but  ■  alwrt  time  ago  had  escaped  from  the  iiKict 
ippalliRg  cnlnmity, — for  he  was  on  board  thr 
Kmt  EaM  IndtamoR,  when  .ihii  was  biimt,^ 
to  be  buriid  where  do  Christian  ever  lived,  attd 
Done  before  him  ever  died  I  When  Napoleon, 
however,  Uesoo  iIh*  rock  of  St.  Helena,  it  is  un- 
OMMMiy  to  nioraliice  on  the  fate  of  a  British 
captain !  * 

On  quilting  this  spot,  the  nad  Ik-comcs inor? 
lUcp,  and  the  scenery  more  wild.  1 1  was  evnt- 
■Dg  when  we  reached  Mi^soura.     Tiic  Itetght  of 


*  Ct^iaia  S.t  Cbarln*  Firrioglcn,  Slit  Rcgioiaat.  I  bopt 
i  Baj*  b*  nntwd  ibit  pnulns  trihula  to  l)>o  m«ni<iry  of  ■ 
bMhttofficin',  wbow  Isab,  if  nivtfrl  an  itwu  iuunJad.  will, 
la  an  ptobiibiluj,  £■>«  hii  aainv  lo  Ibr  ipot. 
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tliis  raiij^'  hIk)v«  Itjijpuor  isntwut  five  ttioutond 
fe«t>  niul  L'ight  iliatiMunl  nbovc  the  level  of  the 
tea.  The  thvnnunielcr,  nt  Xhv  Toai  o(  the  hills, 
ttootl,  ill  my  tent,  at  90"  :  it  wa«  here  oaly  52*. 
It  M-ctnid  liki-chjiRging  Kiidrfcnly  frum  sumawr 
to  uiiiiirr,  au  iiiteiisi;  was  the  cold  during  lite 
night. 

April  15th.^-()ne  of  our  first  dav>  on  the 
iiiount«ii»  was  distinguished  by  an  eclipse  uf  the 
suit,  which  1  ho)>e  IkkIcs  tn  evil.  It  was  vidblc 
fttr  nbcHit  an  hour,  eniling,  I  think,  at  !ia!f-|nut 
four  r.  M.  It  did  not  s«eni  tu  crvale  nny  M-n&>- 
tiun  amung  the  Hill  peoplf,  wlio  were  fcaitrred 
iibcKit  at  their  work,  as  if  the  sun  had  bera 
shining  as  usual.  In  the  plains,  the  Uindoo*. 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  hasten  to  the  stream 
upon  such  an  event,  and  standing  in  it,  wait  ItU 
the  cclipM.-  is  at  iu  height,  then  dip  tlwir  iM«d* 
in  the  water,  luid  taking  some  in  ibeir  hands, 
throw  it  towards  the  s(in,  asiftupurifThinifnitn 
the  evil  spirit  tliat  had  cast  n  veil  o^-erhis  spleo. 
dour.  I  have  never  observed  tlic  Slahunu-tan* 
of  India  similarly  occupied;  but  in  I'pper 
EgyptjKime  years  ago,  while  enjoying mytelf, on 
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a  roocoilight  night,  among  th«  spkndid  rtiins  uf 
I. uxor,  a  large  tool)  of  Ambs  had  cnllectetl  rmind 
lilt?  building,  and  Bci-tncd  to  be  wnitiuff,  with 
uixioUR  expectation,  for  some  great  uurvrl  tliat 
wat  to  occur  in  the  licavens,  for  their  eye«  were 
all  tun)0*l  U[)wiird».  There  was  an  eclipseor  tl>e 
tnooii:  and  the-  moment  it  commenced,  a  loud 
munnur  arose  among  tht-  |>coplr,  incrauiitg  till 
it  was  nt  ita  hfi;;lu.  The  planet  was  but  half 
eoncroli'd,  niul  then  nruw  a  tumult  that  perfectly 
dailen«I  uie.  I  mJxwl  among  the  [k<j[>1(.>,  who 
were  menacing  the  muon  with  frightful  gestures, 
•liouliiig,  to  the  iitntoBt  of  tlieir  power  to  the 
(l«ril,  to  nbimdoit  hi*  prey.  "  Sntan,  avaunt!" 
wutlH- universal  cry  through  the  dvsolntc  culon- 
ludr*  of  Tlieltes.  Such  a  Kingular  mhtik',  nctvd 
upon  *uch  «  »]Hil,  could  tiot  vaHily  be  forgotten. 

A*  the  ino»t  igiwrimt  art-  Likely  lu  l>e  the  atot>t 
fanciful,  I  expected  to  U-nm  wnie  adilitiunal  ab- 
aunlity  frmn  the  bcliaviuur  of  the  Hill  men; 
but  their  pliiluMiphy  disturbed  il§clf  little  about 
m  nuiltcr  that  occurre<l  mi  far  from  them. 

Tiuirt  were  tw  Iioukcs  completed  yet  oo  the 
;  and  the  officers  and  soldier*,  with  oil 
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could  dnirc.  His  tent  is  placed  bciicath  a  high 
peak,  that  shelters  him  from  the  north  wind, 
which,  passin]^  over  the  snowy  mouDlains,  blows 
extremely  cold.  The  trees  on  the  nolhem  side 
ar«  bare  and  blasted,  urbilc  nil  to  the  south  i« 
luxuriant  nnd  beautiful.  The  Douthcm  «Iope, 
too,  is  covered  with  the  rhodixlendran,  in  floM-er, 
with  no  intermixture  of  pine«;  while,  on  iheo])- 
positc  side,  the  firs  arc  in  great  number,  with 
wry  few  other  trcies. 

NHiber  ihc  expanse  nor  trouble  of  building 
i«  very  great — there  i«  abundance  of  timber 
■round,  whieh  It  i«  only  necc!t«ry  to  cut  down 
tame  time  previnunly,  nnd  leave  on  the  ground 
to>M!Hjn.  Hric'kit  may  be  made  close  at  hand, 
or  a  bouse  may  spring  at  once  from  the  ijuarrr, 
if  fttone  be  more  deurable.  Labour,  I  fancy,  is 
nodcraie,  and  plenty  enough ;  nltliough  the  in- 
j^cnious  portion  of  the  workmen  muM  come  from 
the  pliuits.  A  small  village  of  thatched  huts  ia 
already  established  within  the  limits  of  the  post, 
where  there  is  n  sufficient  luixaar  for  the  uw  of 
ihe  aoldiery. 

The  only  unfortuoate  circumstance  attcodlng 
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the  place  Is  ifie  difficulty  of  procuring  water. 

iTe  can  hear  it  roaring  around,  but  find  no  meaiu 
of  drawing  it  lowuxls  u&,  but  by  the  tedious  car- 
riage of  mules-  I  hear  there  is  a  wide  plain  on 
the  summit  of  a  range  to  the  north-ca^t  of  this 
in  the  centre  of  which  stands  ■  good-sized  lake- 
Such  a  position  would  be  admimble  for  tlie  pur^ 
po»e,  nltliougli,  perhaps,  ndcling  another  dav  to 
the  journey  from  the  plains  would  neutralize  any 

Ivanlngv  to  be  (Icrivetl  from  a  finer  nluation. 

"  Ti>e  hilU  are  irliilc  over  wilh  sheep;"  we 
have  therefore  a))untlancc  of  mutinu ;  btit  con- 
sideration for  the  prejudices  of  the  naltvn  hat 
prevented  the  aUughter  of  beef:  indvcd  lh> 
butchers  have  refused  to  kill  cattle,  lest  Mime 

KfTcngeful  DMUDtainver  should  subject  ihcm  W 
le  sauie  death.  This  difficulty  will  wear  away, 
o  doubt,  and  "  the  divinity  that  doth  hedgv"  » 
cow  will  at  length  be  broken  through  in  the 
Mimolaya,  as  it  bas  long  been  in  a  more  holy 
vicinity — llie  city  of  Benares-  Although  the 
venerated  aniinal  is  not  sUiiii  within  (he  limit  of 
that  Kocrr^l  town,  the  eanlonmmt  f>r  Secrole, 
wo  or  ihri^  utiles,  i»,  1  fancy,  fret]uciitly 
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«nDug1t  stained  with  the  precious  blooi].  It 
would  be  whiiDftical  to  upltolil,  that  eating  beef 
would  tcod  to  the  civilization  of  any  class  of 
people:  but  when  we  consider  titat  in  doing  so 
we  orcrcome  some  of  the  grmlcst  prt-judia-«  of 
B  (altc  Fciigion,  I  think  much  iHlvnutiige  may  be 
gnincd  by  it:  the  outwork*  Iieing  carried,  the 
citadel  will  surrender  llic  sooner.  Tliii)  h  a  mo. 
tive  for  thoM'  who  love  l)i«  fare  of  old  England 
to  continue  t)h.-tr  devotion  to  it.  which,  perhaps, 
may  not  vet  Imve  occiirrwl  to  (hem ;  I  am  liappy, 
ll>mfot«,  to  mtggeat  it 

The  elTect  that  the  climate  of  ttie  hilla  baa  al- 
iTBily  had  upon  the  children  is  mmt  mttoninhin;;. 
Th»-ir  rosy  checks,  so  rare  generally  in  the  plains, 
would  rival  thosrof  the  healih)e*t  country  babco 
in  England.  Alreatly  many  famitie*  have  arrived 
Mnce  ilk-  snow  has  cleared  away,  and  many  have 
clkMcn  sites  for  houses  to  be  built  next  spring. 
Thta  i*  tloni;  something  aner  the  manner  of  tak- 
ing possession  of  a  barren  tHiand — the  first  di»> 
covercr  leoves  a  mark  of  some  description  to 
warn  a  future  visiter  that  llic  govemntent  of  the 
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Kpot  has  been  already  assumed  by  a  more  for> 
Uinatc  navigator. 

In  roaming  anwng  the  hills  to-dsy,  I  inct  with 
the  string  of  mtilcs  belonging  to  ihe  elergytnan  I 
bad  seen  in  tlic  Dboon.  \Miilc  winding  round  the 
mort  precipitate  spot,  the  leadiog  one  suddenljr 
disappeart.-d ;  and  I  Mioa  nw  him  rcJbng  over 
aiwl  uver  to  tlw  bottom  of  a  deep  precipice.  His 
jianniers  broke  fniiD  bis  back,  and  wcntbounding 
away  before  him,  bursting  open  in  their  6i^t, 
and  spreading  all  their  ctmteniN  abroad.  They 
contained  not  only  the  treasure  of  the  genilcw 
man,  but  noroe  scientific  instruments;  and  wv 
watdied  them  with  great  interest,  hoping  that 
every  tree  they  restvd  agaitut  w-ould  stop  their 
courw;  thoy  seemed,  liowcwr,  ocly  to  p«u«e 
for  a  good  leap ;  ond  we  leaml,  from  an  occa- 
sional faint  echo,  tlint  they  were  continuing  a 
weary  journey  lung  after  wc  lust  sight  uf  tlicm. 
The  |)oor  mule,  disencumber^  of  its  load,  saved 
itself  l>efore  it  bad  fallen  more  than  half  way 
lieyond  ken,  and  escaped  with  a  few  bniises. 

Altliough  the  Europcins  bad  been  so  short  a 
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tiiDr  on  the  liilb,  there  was  stUl  sometJiii^  for  a 
cWrgynian  to  do :  there  were  several  chjldren  to 
rbrutrn,  anil  neither  Iljmen  tun-  the  God  of 
love  hmi  thought  it  too  cold  a  region  to  take 
beneath  their  wings. 

On  my  oficcQl  from  lUlpoor,  I  was  overtaken 
bj  a  fine  yaung  tnan,  a  European  wTJeant,  super- 
iDtmding  the  roads,  who  "  presumtog,"  a>  be 
■id»  **  that  1  was  a  rerereiMl  goitlnnao,'"  had  to 
heg  my  aid  in  joining  his  to  tbc  band  of  tome 
■able,  or  to  speak  more  pocticallj,  tome  out- 
brown  Diaid,  wliose  charms  bad  rnlivcnnl  tbcac 
bleak,  retreats,  and  whose  heart — "lor  stooy 
limits  canuDl  kwp  love  out " — luul  yielded  erea 
■moog  the  coid,  flinty  rocks  uf  Landour.  I  imal 
lake  bis  mistake  as  a  oocnpliment  to  myself, 
although  the  ^urdi  could  Karceiy  bare  ap- 
proTnl  of  such  a  mo  ;  a  brcMid-brimmed  straw- 
iiat  with  a  pnir  of  mustacfatos  should  not  have 
suggested  »ucli  on  ap^rficalioti  to  the  setjcaaL 

Uolf-cade  women  are  frrqucotly  chosen  by  the 
Briluh  soldiers  for  their  wives,  and  I  bdiere 
they  make  extremely  good  ones.  In  habits  and 
owralsi,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  they  are  far  before 
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our  own  country  women  of  ibe  some  cU»s  in  ihc 
£n&l,  and  the  domestic  comforts  of  the  two  fami- 
lies arc  not  to  be  comgrnrcd.  Soldiers  are  jomts 
times  allourcd  to  K-lect  them  from  the  Govem- 
meiit  School  in  Culeutla,  nithuui,  I  have  under- 
stood, aiiy  previous  ncquatnlanee.  The  blusliicif; 
loaidx  lire  drawn  out  in  a  favourable  light,  and 
fornH-dinto'*alini;ofbvaul;,"  when  the  Coelebs 
are  introduced :  and  a  tantalizing  position,  1 
dare  say,  tbey  find  thcmsi^ves  in :  they  are  not 
long,  however,  in  fixing  upon  their  mates,  and 
the  marriages  lum  out  generally  Terr  »dL 
They  reap  the  advantage,  in  such  matclie«,  at 
Mrs.  Malaprop's  consolatory  scheme,  for,  like 
that  erudite  lady,  l>K-ir  govcroors  think  tiiat 
"  preference  and  aversion  do  not  bceomc  a  youc^ 
vroinaii."  and  give  them  no  opportunity  of  be- 
ginning  their  career  with  either. 

Such  unsentimental  wooing,  however,  is  little 
worae  than  the  custom  that  has  long  pre\-ailed 
in  the  land  of  musk  and  of  t»ng — romantic 
Italy ;  their  courtships  are  nearly  asnbmpt,  and, 
in  justice  to  those  of  whom  I  portkiilarly  vritck 
I  mutt  My,  their  marriages  are  n6t  half  so  com- 


BRAtTHY    BITDATIOy. 


217 


I 


mmdablr,  for  the  half>caflle  women  generally 
brhavr  with  great  propriety. 

During  lh«  ntornin^  I  fancied,  when  maming 
oTcr  tbr  hillis  thai  I  hail  been  Iransported  by 
lomc  goo>)  genii  from  India  to  Kurope.  I  r^. 
csgnizcd  with  pleasure,  aa  old  act^uain lances, 
diiaicy,  co«sli|M,  priinrofe<i,  and  violets —ra^p- 
tierrics,  strawberries,  cherries  and  peaches — wal- 
■ut-irt«v  Gg*  and  mulberries.  It  was  a  luxury, 
Moe  who  have  not  experienced  can  appreciate, 

&  to  be  able  to  wander  about  all  day  long  without 
a  sbrllcr  fnwn  Ihc  tun,  or  without  feelin)? 
fatigue  from  ihf  exertion.  The  resident  of 
Bengal,  wlio  gallf>|M  to  his  home  the  moment  the 
Mm   rises   the  least   above   the  horiton — as  if 

I  Phaeton  were  whipping  the  stccdi  of  Apollo  in 
pursuit  of  him,— 6nds  himself,  after  a  few  days' 
enjoyment  of  mountain  air,  quite  a  diffWrcnt 
bring;  and  the  poor  soldiers,  who  would  have 
pined  in  (he  hospital  till  past  all  hope  of  benefit. 
have  in  the  thriving  establi^ment  at  Landour 

■  an  opportunity'  of  regaining  their  strength  be 
fore  it  is  so  utterly  gone  a«  to  render  the  words 
*  invalided  '  and  *  buried  *  nearly  synonymous. 
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Tliu  couDliy — for  saving  lives  is  caoferni^  a  be- 
nefit— is  mainly  indcblcd  to  the  late  commander- 
tn-chii-f,  Lord  Combcrmerc^  for  tlie  CoovidesceiU 
Depot  at  Landour;  and  tbe  army  of  tbe  Eui 
will  have  Tiri>»on  to  bo  gratvfu]  to  his  lordship 
fur  his  ext-rlinns  in  m>  liunianc  «  caiu«— for 
founding  a  temple  to  licollh,  where  the  ravagta 
of  sickness  are  so  keenly  felt.  No  spirit  of  eco- 
nomy, I  hope,  will  invade  it£  precincts  This 
rcmorselcM  demon,  I  know,  is  hovering  over 
tbe  luxurious  East,  but  may  its  craving  be  sati^ 
fied  by  eonie  trifling  privations ;  and  may  tbe 
advantages  gained  to  tttc  xcrvice  by  the  limcly 
saving  of  valuable  lives,  and  ihc  comddcratJoa 
that  irhvrc  many  imjmrlani  fiinclitKiaries  «fouU 
have  returned  for  xcvenil  years  to  Kngland.a  few 
mouths  may  now  sufliec  to  restore  ibem  tollwii 
duties, — not  oiily  weigh  with  the  Govemnkcnt 
CO  maintain,  but  to  improve  and  increase  it. 

In  a  part  of  the  world  so  wild,  and  some 
years  ago  »u  little  known,  it  is  an  object  of  high 
interest  to  see  an  Knglisli  colony  arising.  The 
progress  of  the  Drilish  arms  has  been  xu  rj|Md, 
and  tlie  addition  of  territory  so  extmortiinary 
Mithin  the  lost  thirty  years  in  the  E**\,  that  we 
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I  view  any  new  acquiaition  with  RurpriK. 
'  atir  dwellings,  however,  rise  to  the  skiex, 
we  creep  gradually  into  the  boson]  of  '*  the 
Imaua  which  roving  Tartar  Iwunds,^  we 
(cmnut  fail  to  notice  the  progress  of  civilization 
without  pride. 

Landour  and  Missoura  form  the  first  line  of 
■nUina ;  the  first-named  point  being  ramc 
.  higher  than  the  latter.  It  is  a  range  of 
aye  peaks,  so  irregularly  placed,  tliat  if 
,  you  Blind  upon  my  one  (>f  them  you  nppenr  to 
t  be  llie  centre  of  a  circle  of  others.  Mr,  Fni»er, 
in  Ilia  "Tour  of  the  Himalnyoli,"  published 
■boul  ten  years  ago,  likens  them  to  ^minted  waves 
just  on  the  eve  of  breaking  ;  and  a  lietter  aimile 
could  not  be  found.  The  suuiuiits  of  thoNC 
pmka  are  the  sites  of  the  newly-commenced 
buildings;  they  are  generally  abrupt  and  rugged, 
and  their  sides  descending  nearly  pcrpcnclicu- 
I  lariy  into  gloomy  chasms  that  appear  to  have  no 
bottom.  The  sidcsof  these  precipices,  however, 
ore  rendered  less  wmbrc  by  tliick  woods  of 
the  apear'IeaTcd  oak,  enlivened  by  (he  arbore- 
•oeol  rhododendron,  now  in  full  flower.     The 
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rektm.  Abar- 

tibe  coMuodaat's 
E  brndied  r«wt  the 
:  bH*WB  Uhb.  Tbe  mowj  nnge  is 
TUblefrontbrtKirtb-cwlpQiMaf  Landour,  knd 
magmScnt  it  U :  tbe  nght  of  it  errrr  d&y  kr|i( 
■lire  mjr  ioipslkncc  to  sppnMwfa  it.  I  IxMcncd 
my  pnparUioa*,  siul  on  the  1m  of  May  was  for- 
lunstc  eotnigh  u>  uMinble  my  guides  Ant) 
rorrlin,  all  ap|nT«ntly  u  onxioun  as  mywlf.  lu 
make  n  pjlftrimitgr  (a  Gungoiilri. 

We  cxpprjencrd  two  or  three  violent  Btonn» 
while  remaining  on  this  range.     During  one  in 
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wbicb  a  heavy  xtiower  of  hail  (ell,  the  thermo- 
mcter  Mmlc  aims  drgrvcs  in  fewer  niinutea — from 
■erentv-iivc  to  uxly-nx  degrees,  it  rose  again  a* 
npidlj.  Although  it  was  not  more  than  four 
o'clock  la  the  aftemuon  when  the  hail  fell,  it  was 
Kill  on  the  ground  the  following  nioraiDg ;  a 
{iroof  of  Hk  coldness  of  the  night-air.  There 
was  little  {inJiatulily  of  our  rest  heing  inter 
nipted  either  by  the  heat  or  musquitoes. 

While  my  baggage  «ra»  uiidi-rgoingun  altera 
tion  for  iu  novel  journey,  I  dewwidwl  (he  hill 
to  Rajpoor,  thence  cro«iei)  Kvcrnl  rnvim-K,  anil 
paioed  along  the  bKlx  of  others  to  vi^it  "  SaiiHad- 
hm,"  or  the  dripping  rock,  a  ungulsr  pheno. 
menoo,  situated  at  the  head  of  a  dell,  through 
which  a  rapid  stream  runs,  belwecn  two  lines  of 
hill*  toward*  the  valley  of  the  Dhonn.  It  it  an 
overhauging  rock,  about  fifty  fi-et  high,  through 
which  water  pours  from  above,  in  innumerable 
little  streams,  like  a  perpetual  siiowi-r  of  rain! 
The  iicver>«bating  action  of  the  water  has  worn 
the  nxL  into  many  fanlastic  shapes;  and,  crust> 
log  n>u»d  llie  oiosa  and  £brcs  of  the  roots  of 
trees,  has  given  to  it  almost  the  appearance  of  a 
spar  cavern.     In  screisl  placet  the  water  has 
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wom  little  rccCTvoirs  for  itself,  which  are  alnjr* 
full.  It  i«  cool,  clear,  and  pleasant  lo*lbetasi«. 
As  all  things  out  of  (he  common  coarse  of  na- 
ture are  cikIowihI  l>y  tlii'  Hindoo*  with  some- 
thing  of  a  sacred  character,  Sanndhara  is  ifae 
resort  of  pilgrims  who  are  un  their  wnv  to  spots 
of  higher  veneration,  both  from  their  ctiarartcr 
and  dtuatioo.  They  offer  their  prayen  to  Mm- 
hadeo,  to  whom  it  is  dedicated,  and  peHbm 
tbeir  ablutions  in  the  holy  cisterns,  and,  ibough 
last,  not  the  least  essential  of  their  duties, 
leave  their  mite  with  the  brahmin  who  pro- 
tects it. 

The  Snd  of  May  was  passed  in  the  greatest 
activity,  and  among  a  most  extraordinary  race 
of  beings.  I  had  sucoeetted,  nftcr  miicli  (rouble, 
in  getting  sisty  bearem  for  my  baggage  aod 
tents,  and  had  more  dilllcully  to  load  tlirm,  than 
I  should  have  hod  with  to  many  vHld  elephantt. 
The  weight  they  usually  carry  i*  from  fifty  to 
sixty  pounds :  some  can  bear  as  much  as  eighty. 
The  burthen  is  supporteil  on  the  back,  and  kept 
on  by  a  strap  pa»ing  over  the  points  of  the 
shoulders,  nothing  <TO**ing  tlic  hrca»t.  It  never 
falls  lower  than  the  hips,  but  it  frequently  rises 
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to  two  or  thrrp  feel  above  the  head.  It  it  nccc«- 
wtTj  that  it  abould  be  very  narrow,  never  cxtond- 
iag  beyood  the  shoulders;  for  tbc  pttths  are 
barely  wide  enough  to  allow  the  men  to  |ia<»; 
and  the  smallcsl  projection,  by  coming  in  contact 
«ilh  a  pmnU-d  rock,  or  even  a  tuft  of  heather,uia)r 
precipitate  the  bi-nriT  and  his  load  to  the  bottooi 
of  Mitnc  fathoinleH  precipice,  so  fearful  are  the 
place*  orer  which  it  i>  ncocusry  to  «craiiiblt'> 

I  had  bod  ntany  baskets  made,  of  about  four 
fed  high,  and  one  foot  broad,  into  which  1  packed 
my  food  and  clothes.  >ly  U-iitswcrcdiviili-d  into 
ten  parts.  I  cndcavouml  to  allot  my  bat^giigc  in 
the  mott  uvea  manner  among  the  bearer*,  but  that 
•ttenipt  alone  induced  (hem  to  object  to  carry  it- 
Ifany  would  leave  lighter  loads  to  take  up  hea- 
Ttcr  oav*,  merdy  to  show  (hat  thvy  mu«t  ha\'e  a 
dnice  of  (heir  own.  If  I  insisted  upon  their 
moving,  they  would  nit  coolly  down  on  the 
gnnind,  and  declare  they  would  not  lift  so  great 
i  weight  for  any  conitideration.  One  or  two 
took  up  either  a  chair  or  a  tea-kettle,  and  in- 
mting  upon  tt  they  were  heavy  enough,  set  olf 
with  them. 
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I  had  beta  t)irc«teniiig  and  coaxing  for  tlircv 
or  four  bours  without  cfTect,  and  almonl  abaa- 
doDcd  the  expedition  in  despair,  at  its  outlet ; 
wlien  I  ovcrhcutl  one  of  my  servants  praiuDg 
the  shouldeK  and  limbd  of  a  Uinit,  njked  frlUiw, 
who  was  sulking  by  Iiia  load,  and  *ayiiig,  lie  woo. 
dcred  to  line  a  figure  should  not  be  able  to  move 
what  a  little  man  like  hira  could  lift  so  easilj.  He 
had  discovered  tlie  secret  spring ;  and  the  tuoun- 
laiiteer  rising  with  a  smile,  took  up  his  burtbeo, 
and  pronounced  hiniwlf  ntu.\y  to  proceed.     I 
took  ihc  hint,  and  oommcnct-d  an  assault  oner 
more  under  that  powerful  mginecr,  flattery.     I 
praised  their  fonn*,  and  admired  their  strength, 
with  as  much  show  of  rapture  as  a  connoisseur 
wmild  display  in  behalf  of  tl»e  Apollo  or  Hercu- 
les.    Thfy  aMuitietl  the  greatest  g«x>d-hun>our, 
seeing,  however,  into   my  meaning,  and   suob 
stood  ready  for  departure.     To  any  thing  like 
severity  tlwy  are  intraclAble — violent  if  you  ifw 
ritatc^-^bntiuate,  to  (he  utmost  degree,  if  you 
abuse  them.     To  gixxl-humour  they  yield  every 
thing;  and  I  considered  myself  very  fortunate 
in  making  to  timely  m  discurery. 
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StBiB(  evt— Fini  tww  of  tbs  Jumnii — fordin;;  tli«  Junini — 
W^mtm  of  Lackaririe— Tamplc — Bnimuiu  of  ihv  Hilt* — 
KmMM — The  WMneQ  u  ihe  Spring— NcpaalMB  Fom» — 
Sheph«ri'»  Pipr — Kslbcfr— lltdocin  ^slgrf  lni^An  «>■ 
(l>oic4  CMdan — Coriosiiy— Annedoin  of  a  wiw  mao^ 
B<sui— A  ynwwl— Lddit  Mundul— IWautiful  Vioh~ 
Tdl— A  ilinriun;  VlUi|;«— A  Vii(k  bt  -it — >tiruulou> 
PmI — A  ninlnuiuiial  dijnnma — Suptib  CoUTMI — Allntrii 
(^riog — LjrUf  Id  BiH  for  »a  ISaitom. 


Mat  3nt — yesterday's  labour  being  merely  iii- 
taded  as  a  rehearsal,  this  day, about  tnu  o'clock, 
the  paecc  was  acted  with  great  success :  and  our 
journey  oonimciiccd  to  the  sourccof  the  Juniiui- 
ft   We  fotiDed  a  Large  party,  and  not  a  vrryt'ommon 

one.     My  brother,  Lieut.  J S         ,  of  the 

Bengal  army,  and  myself,  witli  guns  on  our 
ihoulders,  and  loag  sticks  in  our  bands,  led  the 
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van;  our  wrvanu,  Mabomrtan«  uid  Hiadwis, 
carryiiig  Uicir  cooking  vessels,  foUowed-^^e 
coolies,  moving  one  by  one,  njiparcntly  bent 
double,  their  usual  mode  of  walking  vben 
loaded,  divided  into  three  bodieii,  rudi  headed 
by  its  tiodal,  or  guide,  canying  a  long  ipc«r  io 
his  hand.  We  formed  a  motit  picturesque  aoil 
novel  scene,  as  tlius,  in  a  long  string,  we  wound 
round  the  hilU  or  through  the  woods.  A  flock 
of  sheep  and  goats  completed  ihc  picture — 
our  shepherd,  bearing  a  crook  in  liis  band,  antt 
a  pi|>e  too — but,  alas!  it  was  for  tobacco !  of 
which  the  natives  of  the  hills  are  so  fond,  thai 
they  will  thank  you  for  such  a  present,  more 
than  for  "  golden  store." 

Wo  pssM'd  through  n  rough  and  dillictill 
path,  along  the  crest  of  a  ridge  tu  ihc  north  of 
Missouri;  and  wh«n  about  six  miles  from  it, 
dcsccitded,  bj  a  sticee^Mon  of  terraces,  to  a 
fitrcamlel  below,  on  the  bank  of  which,  and  out 
very  far  froin  a  liltW  village,  wc  encamped. 

As  we  bud  commenced  the  first  day's  jourety 
in  licitvy  rain,  ne  liiul  not  the  opportunity  of 
gazing  much  on  the  bcabty  of  tlie  sccoctj. 
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1  lose  no  time  in  pajing  n  visit  lo  the  first 
ntountaia  IwlHlAtion  we  hnd  mrt  with.  It  is 
Mtuittct]  on  a  narrow  cauMway.  between  two 
deep  dells,  and  at  the  foot  of  a  high  range  of 
mountains,  called  Kaitdo*.  Up  the  faces  of  the 
hills,  En  terraces  rising  one  above  the  »ihiT,  cacli 
supported  by  a  stone  wall,  appearti  the  c:iilti> 
vated  grounil.  The  com  in  ripe,  anil  the  am- 
phithcalrvis  at  the  foot  of  which  the  ciillivator* 
dwell,  look  beauliftil.  The  houses  are  coiw 
Biructed  of  loowe  utone,  and  t)uiteh(-()  with  gniss. 
They  con««l  of  two  stories — the  one  above 
being  occupied  by  the  family,  an<l  the  lower 
one  inhabited  by  their  cattle. 

The  people  being  accustomed,  fmin  their  vU 
craity  to  the  new  settlement,  to  meet  white  faces, 
mn  not  averse  lo  show  iliemM-lves :  they  have 
learned,  to>^  tlw  advantnge  of  money,  and  offL-r 
what  little  they  |>os«esK  for  salt* — a  must  un- 
usual event  airnxng  the  nioiintaineers;  for  a«  if 
ashamed  of  trade,  they  re(|uire  great  pressing 
lo  induee  them  lo  part  wilb  any  thing,  even  fur 
■  fluin  above  its  value. 
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May  4th. — Wc  thi*  morning  pnsMxI  over  the 

Kandoa  range  uf  liillis  iind  i1c:k.i3h1v(1  lo  a  niouo- 
tain  stream  at  tlicir  foot,  which  having  funli-d,  wc 
row  to  the  summit  of  the  Budraj  chain,  simI  after 
a  difficult  ascent  of  alxnit  two  hours,  reached  il  a 
tittle  after  noon.  One  of  the  Himlixiss  wlio  had 
gwned  thL-  highest  part*  stopped  uiddenlv,  and 
mailing  a  low  salaam,  called  out  as  loudly  as  he 
could,  Jumoona!  Junmona!  upon  hearing  which 
cTcry  one  ran  to  catch  the  first  glimpse  of  the 
Jumna  among  the  mouotaiDs;  the  coolies  threw 
do«m  their  loads,  and  the  scrxanu  their  cooking 
potK,  and  thought  of  nothing  but  tlic  beautiful 
river  beneath,  winding  with  lliculnMMtswiftnat 
round  iIh;  bases  of  the  high-]K>nk<Hl  hills.  The 
ttglii  rvstoTxxl  my  followers  to  the  vtn.iigfh  aod 
•pint  that  many  of  ihi-m  were  fast  tolling.  My 
Hindoo  fcrvants,  unaccustomed  to  such  hard 
Labour,  could  scarcelv  bend  their  knevs:  and  I 
was  afraid  that  my  Mahontmedans,  not  beiag 
encouraged  by  the  hopes  of  utlvuniugc  frum  a 
holy  pilgrimage,  might  desert,  for  they  also 
■eeined  lu  reijcnt  of  Iwvine  followed  me  eTca 
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two  dsvB  "in  search  of  the  picturesque."  Tbc 
Jumna,  however,  parv'm  componere  maffna, 
aeted  as  a  Moscow  to  my  dispirited  army. 

After  dweUinft  fur  an  hour  on  the  beautiful 
proepect,  WG  drscciided  by  a  winding  pnth  uf 
looae  MoDe,  lu  a  dark  itnd  thitikly-wooded  ilcU, 
thimigh  which  '*  roari-d  and  ran  "  u  furious  tor- 
rent, over  which  with  soine  <ltlliculty  we  |i.t.s!>e(l. 
After  wc  hail  croKKil,  it  was  tremendoiis  to  look 
up  to  the  luminit  of  thv  ridge  we  had  left. 
The  dncc-nt  uccu|Med  more  tlian  an  hour,  and 
•eeiued  nearly  (lerpendicular.  In  anotlier  hour 
we  arrived  at  a  village  called  Bulolec,  and 
pitched  our  tents. 

During  the  walk  we  &aw  not  a  living  thing; 
not  a  bird  of  the  niosl  common  iiote,  to  break 
the  silence  of  tbc  journey ;  and  the  place  we 
had  rnurhed  appeared  ti>  be  totally  deserted ; 
thv  DK-n  had  been  taken  away  to  assist  in  the 
tww  buildings  at  Landour,  and  the  women 
had  thought  it  necessary  to  hide  theinselvca. 
TItey  were  not  long  in  regaining  confidence, 
and  towards  sunset  ventured  to  come  out  to  the 
neighbouring  «pring  for  water.    They  are  much 
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biKT  than  the  voroen  of  ibe  pUios,  but  do  not 
differ  T«rj  roateriallv  fntni  tliem  in  rnUumc  We 
have  evidently  not  yet  cooiv  aniong  the  inoui>- 
tain  (wbilfttions.  Bulolee  is  uinilar  to  our  vilLi^ 
of  jnterday,  and  that  approaches  in  many 
spects  to  Botne  of  (be  places  on  the  plains. 

I  began  to  fear  that  my  cncanipmmt  afW  so 
long  ajoumry  would  havr  been  converted  into  an 
hospital :  it  was  laughable,  altlKiugh  sufficiently 
pitiable,  to  Bce  my  pour  Hindoos  crawl,  at  long 
tnlerrals  from  each  other,  up  to  my  tent,  and 
declare  it  was  impossible  to  more.  I  suggested 
many  plans  for  ibdr  rrlirf,  but  brandy  was  the 
only  one  on  which  they  would  rely ;  and  it  vmt 
by  promising  that  their  juiols  should  be  rubbed 
every  day  with  this  panacea  that  I  KiK-m-drd  in 
comforting  them.  The  natives  of  the  East,  aU 
though  they  «hun  all  in!em|>era]Ke,  Imivc  an  idea 
that  brandy  it  an  infallible  uiedicim; ;  and  I  fear 
the  devotion  some  of  our  countrymi^  pay  to  i^H 
has  bceu  the  means  of  spreading  stich  a  belief. 
One  of  my  cooltes  was  also  taken  ill.  I  adnii- 
ni*tcretl  a  gentle  dose  to  him,  and  soon,  to  his 
great  aatonikhmenl,  restored  him  to  health.     I 


^ 


COXUITIOM  OF  THE  VILLAGKKS. 

gained  much  repute  m  oonu^iience,  and  found 
I  wad  likely  to  get  into  good  practice. 

May  6lh.~'W«  again  Bet  forth  towards  the 
north,  Btid  pawed  over  a  steep  mouDtaiu,  well 
eovcTwl  with  tri.t«  of  niany  dL-Mriplionii.  I  have 
found  every  village  «ilitiiti-d  Ix'twecn  Mich  high 
ranges  of  hills,  that  its  inhabitimts  must  he  cmn- 
pletely  cut  off  from  com  mil  mention  with  thvir 
neighboum,  of  whom  iHtieed  they  never  »erm  to 
think.  The  p»)Hilation  of  llulolee  is  about 
forty  Muls,  anil  whetlter  the  natives  of  such 
pigmy  cities  be  happier  or  better  than  those  of 
larger  ones,  I  know  not ;  they  are  more  free,  nt 
any  rale,  from  the  sins  of  ambition,  and  cannot 
often  suffer  from  the  evils  of  war.  They  are 
perfectly  ignorant  of  all  that  passes  in  the 
plains,  and  armies  might  shake  tlie  valley  of  the 
Dbooii  without  disturbing  the  quiei  of  I.uck- 
wnrie,  wIhti-  we  now  arc.  Thcir's  seems  indeed  lo 
be  the  bliss  of  ignorance.  After  a  long  descent, 
In  which  we  were  very  often  forced  to  fight  our 
way  through  wild  roses  that  in  full  flower  were 
growing  across  our  puh,  we  reached  the  banks 
of  the  Jumna.     It  was  past  twelve  o'clock,  and 
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the  Bun  was  Morching  hot ;  the  prospect  of  a 
ford,  tbcrcfoTf,  wa>  iiul  an  unpleasant  one.  We 
choM-  a  companitivflj  still  spot  between  t*o 
rapidB,  to  pass  ovit  ;  and  when  I  bod  reached 
to  nearly  breust-liigli,  I  found  tbc  stream  « 
strong  I  t.'uulil  not  Mem  it.  With  some  diS* 
culty  I  returoed,  and  rca'ii>utL-iic<-d  in  a  man  M 
mctbodical  inunner;  we  enteretl  the  rivcrtwdve 
at  a  timr,  linked  anti  in  ann,  the  euultew  earn-- 
ing  liii-ir  luadn  upon  their  bt-ad^  and  wi-  bt«r- 
ing  our  clothes  in  the  san>e  manner.  My  txta- 
panions,  in  the  affair  of  dressing,  bad  much  ihr 
advantage  of  me:  they  onlr  carry  a  bbmket, 
which  they  uwatnif^t;  in  tbc  day  they  go  naked 
The  river  wrasabout  Bftyyardswjdc;  it  was  aooie 
time,  therefore,  before  we  liad,  baggage  and  all, 
aafcly  transferred  ourselves  to  the  opposite  side. 
The  coQsequenoc  of  our  descent  was  the  iin* 
mediate  nvcvs»ity  of  climbing  tu  a  very  high 
ridge,  aa  bareaa  [xwsiblc,  and  vxpoKd  to  the 
full  force  of  tl)c  Mun.  It  wai  ihrve  hour*  brfonr 
we  were  able  to  encamp  at  Ltickwarie.  It  is  a 
very  neat  village,  built  near  tbc  «uinmit  of  a  hill, 
at  the  base  of  which,  and  about  one  tliousand 
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feetbdow  it.  flons  the  Jumna.  It  winilK  in  « 
most  iirr^iilAr  manner,  and  appear*  quite  to  in- 
nilate  some  of  the  mountains.  At  one  time  in 
our  wftlk  this  momtDf;  it  was  foaming  on  every 
ode  of  as.  Luckwarie  is  the  first  place  I  have 
tea  butll  of  stone,  and  the  houses  ate  regularly 
nmstrucled,  having  stairs  within  them,  and 
being  generally  roofed  with  slate :  some  howr- 
cTeranr  thatched,  and  where  thai  is  the  caw, 
the  grass  and  laths  are  tied  together  with  split 
bamboo,  the  ends  of  which  reach  nearly  to  the 
ground,  with  weights  hanging  from  them — a 
ttmplc  mode  of  prcTcnting  the  houMr  frtMn  )>cing 
unnx>fed  by  the  violent  gales  of  wind  which  ao 
ftirquently  occur.  The  villsgc  is  remarkably 
clean,  and  all  around  well  ctiltivntwl.  The 
women  are  busy  reaping,  for  that  ami  drawing 
w^ter  seem  to  form  tlieir  regular  occupations.' 
They  ore  fair  and  good-looking,  with  small  and 
Mrong  but  neat  figures ;  theirdresa  consists  of  a 
Doarae  linen  petticoat  drawn  round  the  wirist, 
■jih  a  little  jacket,  and  abundance  of  rings  from 
the  Doae  lo  the  toc«-  The  manner  of  dressing] 
the  hair  is  most  picturesque ;  they  allow  it  to 
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.  add  philed  wod  to  it,  djtd 
Wboi  tbift  ta3  reachc*  the  ground,  tbev 
'  a  Wy  t«Htri  at  the  rad  of  it ;  cometiines 
it  Wag»  kmt^  aad  at  otbm  they  twist  it  round 
tfe  htmd,  the  tHKl  tetti^  oo  the  crown,  wIkd 
il  Mr*H  tl»e  puipuag  of  a  lurfaan. 

la  tkb  Tillage  I  bare  swn  the  prettuM 
I  bav«  mtt  with  in  the  East;  iboc 
r,  an  not  properly  appreciated 
bj  the  Hiwrthya  gaUaat*,  ao«  wife  bring  tba 
pufarty  at  a  bmilT  of  brothers ;  four  smns  to 
bathcBTrtkidnnMbcr,  foralll  havequatiooed 
*m  tbc  mbjrct  aMmer,  "  We  an:  four,  and  baTe 
one  wif«  between  us."*  Thb  is  a  custom  ttill 
coHBoa  ia  cMbcr  parta  ofthe  East ;  atnot^  mom 
tAn  OD  the  Malabar  cuast,  and  in  tbe  kingdocD 
of  Kmdj  in  Cnlcai,  it  is  getKrally  practiaed. 
It  i&  a  OMge.  however,  scarcely  fit  tu  be  tot^ 
rated,  ^mI  in  the  abi>litiua  of  which  1  should 
think  aU  partks  oooc«rtM<d  wmild  be  glad  to 
join :  but  thai  all-powerful  word,  '*  Du^tour, " 
ncundlancry  thiD^in  thcEatti  itisthecuv 
toot,  and  '*  bus,"  that  is  enough — is  tbe  inual 
nply  to  all  objections  to  an  eiistiog  habit.     In 
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Uiis  rillage  there  is  a  temple,  aod  tite  first  we 
hare  met  with ;  it  b  built  of  wood.  And  of 
aaiilAr  &hape  to  the  pagodas  of  the  pluojL  Its 
doocs  are  covered  with  plates  of  brass,  and  ihe 
figures  of  Hindoo  mythology  about  it  are  too 
weU  sculptured  to  be  the  work  of  the  mountain 
artists.  Some  birds  and  beasts,  however,  hang 
iu  the  porch  like  Totive  offerings,  that  are  e«i. 
dcnUy  the  work  of  unpolished  chissels-  An  aid 
man  with  whom  I  was  conversing  seemed  a  little 
piqued  at  my  laughing  at  the  strange  animal  in* 
tended  to  n'prvscnt  an  elephant,  and  declared 
that  he  thought  it  remarkably  well  cut  for  a 
man  who  had  never  seen  one.  I  could  not  denjr 
tbe  justice  of  this  remark. 

My  coolies  ihouglit  that  their  hard  labour 
rnlitlcd  them  to  a  mon;  substantial  meal  than 
their  usual  one,  and  begged  me  to  give  them  a 
goat.  I  consented,  and  they  made  on  active 
•eardi,  but  could  not  prevail  o»  tlK-ir  ownen  to 
tell  them  one ;  they  did  not  approve  of  tny 
scruples,  when  I  desired  them  not  to  insist  upon 
tl,  and  were  anxious  to  force  the  villager  to  part 
vith  the  one  they  had  pitched  upon.     These 
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OKn,  being  Datives  of  Sirinour,  and  bordering  ] 
on  tlic  plains,  cxmsidered  th^msrlrct  far  tiU|)rrior 
to  tbc  people  of  the  mouotiUD  district  in  which  j 
wcarc. 

ilay  Till. — This  murntn";  about  nine  o'clock  j 
ire  Xvft  the  prrlty  villa^  of  Luckwarie,  and' 
)ia^ng  over  a  bigher  ridgr,  arriTcd  at  Luxar; 
llteiice,  niuunting  still,  at  another  village  called ' 
Doonrie.  This  is  inliabitet!  solely  by  brahmins, 
and  it  is  from  here  that  the  T^iiple  uf  Luck- 
warie is  pixHndfd  u-ith  its  high-priest.  The 
brahmin*  of  the  hills  differ  in  no  way  from  tlie 
p^'ople  abntit  ihcni.  They  arc  neither  distio- 
guitlicd  by  gn-atcr  cleanlinets,  nur  more  scruples 
against  what  the  Hindoo  religion  deems  unclean 
or  sinful ;  indeed,  the  distinction  of  castes  seems 
tu  ]>c  unknown  anmng  them,  or  if  known,  never 
considered  :  they  wear  (he  liacred  t)irt.-ad,  and  by 
that  only  are  they  discovered.  In  India  geni<- 
rally  the  bralimins  have  a  marked  diflcrcnoe  of 
appeuritnce  from  every  other  cUiss ;  indeed,  the 
preservation  of  caein  Iw*  mftide  their  present 
gvtivnitiotis  OS  distinct  from  one  another  as  if 
tliey  bek>nged  to  difl'vrcQt  nations.     In  the  sauic 
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dJMrtct  of  the  tnounisins  all  raen  are  alike. 
IdlfticM  i*  the  grc«t  privilcgcof  ihe  prieiit-ordcr. 
Tbej  do  not  work  (hnnselvcs.  but  fag  tlidr 
women  without  much  niiTcy ;  and  at  the  peritxl 
of  hanot,  hirr  fmm  the  ndjuining  village*  a* 
many  wrvantx  u»  they  may  iit-ed.  As  no  one  in 
thi*  village  coiilil  rem]  or  write,  I  did  not  gain 
much  iDfuronation  regarding  (heir  religitHi^  ce- 
inivs.  "  Oh,"  uid  (he  brahmin  I  spcJie  to, 
"  wc  have  no  particular  manner  of  praying ;  w« 
put  (ome  ghie  on  a  fire,  and  go  round  it  re* 
pesting  xome  wordn  till  it  is  melted,  and  '  bu*,' 
thais  all." 

We  were  not  long  at  Doo«ri«,  but  still  •»■ 
ocodiog)  reached  the  village  of  Nonano.  Wc 
pomed  a  great  number  of  fruit  trees — 6g9  and 
pUIltain^  with  plenty  of  white  raspberries.  I 
uxumlly,  on  entering  a  village,  make  for  the 
spring,  which  has  ever  been  the  signal  for  thv 
women  to  come  forth  witit  Ihvir  piteher« ;  and 
while  my  tent  is  erecting,  I  always  find  a 
^Itcr  beneath  the  trees  thai  overhang  it.  I 
learn  a  grtat  deal  of  the  village  news,  too.  1 
,  fouod    (Itat    we    were    the   first    while  meo- 


"  Snhil)  It^tHS" — ihat  Notiano  lisd  erer  sh*-!- 
tcfx^  We  became  objcctH  of  grtat  curiosity, 
nnU  finding  that  we  verc  rather  disposed 
to  cneutirage  it,  we  kkni  liitd  it  drawing- 
nom  (for  ladies  formed  the  principal  part 
of  our  vintors)  at  the  waters  of  Nonaoo.  I 
uked  a  pretty  woman,  of  alwut  eighteen  yearn 
of  age,  who  had  come  out  to  preseot  us  with  a 
bowl  of  raspberries,  how  many  liusbands  fhe 
Itod.  "  Onlg  four,"  was  the  reply.  "  And  all 
alive  ?"  "  Why  not  ?"  Slie  (|uei«tiottefI  me  in 
return,  and  asked  where  my  country  was. 
When  I  told  h«r  ft  waa  several  manths'  journey 
from  this,  theie  was  a  general  murmur  of  incr^ 
dulity:  "It  is  not  possible,"  they  oU answered. 
"And  where  is  your  wife?"  was  the  oext  iu- 
()uiry.  On  my  declaring  I  Itsd  nooe,  an  uni- 
versal cry  of  "  Biih,  bah  !  Djoot,  djoot !"— A 
lie,  a  lie  t — showed  how  little  they  bclierod  me. 
Where  such  beings  a.t  bnchelors  and  spinsters 
after  fourteen  or  fifteen  yean  of  age  are  un* 
known,  no  wonder  they  »liotdil  rettHvc  with 
doubt  such  a  declaratitm.  I  fourul  it  impossible 
to  convince  tbem  of  my  veracity,  and  I  fear  I 
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lent  h  little  in  the  estimation  t>f  my  iiKnintain 
frienda,  bj  aMcrting  so  pulpabli-  »n  abtiiirdity&s 
anjr  [Dan  being  without  a  wife  aiipi-ars  to  tbcm. 

A  n[U()  torrent  fell  from  ttio  mountains  a  lit- 
tle to  the  left  of  the  village,  uiiil  n<.fir  it  I  rik 
aniped.  High  hills  so  surrounded  my  pcMilion, 
tbu  I  found  it  very  close  dunng  the  day,  and 
at  night  the  ihcrmometcr  was  at  74".  I  waa 
an  object  of  inexhaustible  amusement  and  spe- 
mUtioo  to  tlie  children:  they  squaltetl  round 
my  tent  like  monkies.  and  seemed  to  |x>s»(.'» 
their  powrr  of  mimicry  to  a  high  degree.  We 
were  frequently  amuM^  with  the  exhibition  of 
our  own  pcculinritivs,  mmuof  which  confounded 
them  more  than  our  manner  of  eating  and  dress- 
iog.  The  yuiing  p()]iiiliiti<»n  is  not  rery  great, 
but  ihv  likenna  that  prevaiU  in  a  village  from 
th«  lingular  intermixture  that  occurs  from  Ibo 
mode  of  marriagr  is  so  strong,  that  it  seems 
pu/zling  to  discorrr  the  diHcn-nt  children.  The 
ddcst  brother  is  the  father,  *'  parcxcellenec,*'  of 
each  family*  and  on  his  ilcath,  that  office  dc- 
Vdlrea  on  the  next,  am)  so  on,  (ill  if  all  die  in 
(be  courK  of  nature,  there  can  be  no  iirphaiifc. 
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Sudi  an  hisUtution  of  marriage  is  for  the  pur^ 
paw  of  kn-ping  propcny  a?  much  in  ooc  ftmil) 
as  poBnblr.   mn  equal  dinsion  of  it  bdng  iht 
ciHliMi  of  inhmtancc;  and  where  so  cnuch 
bow  u  occessBT^-  to  cultirate  the  soil,  an<I  |;<x)d] 
■oil  eo  difficult  to  obtato,  it  acema  iin|>ortanl 
pKvoit  its  being  bmkra  into  portions  do 
as  aoc  to  be  aUc  to  afTonl  food  for  their 
•en.     Their  crapf  being  the  only  subaiHtencr  < 
tb«  BKUMaiiMcrs,  and  their  land  so  limited,  it 
mm  meeamry,  too.  to  devise  a  menns  of  prercnu  I 
isf  aa  tntrgrowa  population.     It  is  not  sur-J 
[■iiiiH.    tbereAxr,    that  people    who  are  slillj 
bHTwd  )B  tbt   noM  hopeless  darkness,  should^ 
hs«v  faUen  tipoo  such  a  plan. 

Ma>  fitfa — We  ascended  the  mountain  und< 
which  wv  wvf*  encamped  lost  nijtht,  till 
iIkvc  hu«ir»  we  arrived  at  a  little  village  called 
BwMHa.  We  did  Dot  sec  a  tree  or  a  bird  in 
^wrfL  The  sun  was  exiremclj  hot,  anil  the 
cUbUm  vctj  aerere.  We  are  amply  rwitrdet 
r,  by  our  present  situatton.  We  have  ft3 
view  of  the  snowy  range  bearing 
MtliaaMl ward,  and  running  nearly  nonli  and 
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south.  The  Peak  of  Jountgliur,  about  ooe 
day's  Journc}-,  lies  to  ibe  N.E.  between  ub 
and  t)ic  »iow,  and  about  N.N. W.  the  Peak 
of  Bairal  stands  within  an  hour's  walk.  On 
bo4h  these  points,  the  Gfaorkas,  the  natives  of 
Ncpaul,  had  fortresses.  Their  names  are  still 
heard  with  terror  among  these  hills,  and  the 
people  point  with  pleasure  to  the  ruined  holds 
of  their  tyranny,  which  may  be  traced  on  many 
ciHnmanding  heights :  their  cruelties  were  sfi 
great  as  any  other  invasion  on  rvcord  con  pro- 
duce. Among  thvM;  solitary  glen»^for  every 
hour  le«d»  to  sccih's  silent  and  terrible  as  Glcuoo 
— they  had  too  much  facility  in  executing  them. 
Many  Tillages  that  had  been  abandoned  during 
their  *'  reign  of  tmor,"'  have  not  been  replanted 
UMire  than  ax  or  seven  years.  They  have  not 
5<t,  t)ierefor«,  recovered  from  the  visit  of  their 
wariike  neighbours,  who  arc  as  unlike  the  ia- 
habitants  of  the  northent  Hiiiiolaya,  a»  people 
occupying  tlve  most  distant  [tarts  of  the  globe 
could  be. 

B«htnd  the  mountain  on  the  south  tide,  and 
many  feet  bekjw  it}  winds  liiv  Jumna.     There 
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are  rilUgcfi  and  terraces  of  com  all  the  way  to 
lift  baok.  Our  positiao,  and  we  liave  frequtntly 
liappened  to  be  nmilarly  situated,  is  on  tbe  heod 
of  an  inn«r  circle  of  mounliuns,  overtopped  by 
higher  ones,  in  Uicir  turo  surroiiodcd  again,  and 
aoaa  ad  infinitum.  The  alopcs  arc  entircned 
by  hetxls  of  cattle;  aivd  flocks  of  ahcep  browze 
in  erery  place,  ami  Id  every  posiiiou.  I  tbisk 
I  have  already  said  that  the  sliephcrds  carry 
crooks,  but  this  is  tbe  first  time  that  I  hareheanl 
the  sound  of  the  pi]K-.  I  hastened  to  the  spot  to 
M.T  (be  instrument, and  found  a  boy  lying  under 
the  sltitdow  of  n  tree,  playing  upon  a  reed:  i( 
was  a  double  one,  the  vents  nol  unlike  tlioee  of  n 
flageolet :  tlw  noU's  were  sw^t  anct  liinpli.-,  end, 
in  such  K  ntuntion,  among  »uch  wencK, could  not 
fail  to  bring  to  the  mind  un  Arctuliao  picture. 

May  Olh.— Again  wc  M:t  forth,  and  Diakioga 
Mecp  decent  to  a  uarmw  river,  crosaed  and 
elitiibed  up  to  Kalhw,  a  loiall  place  most  villain* 
ously  situated  in  a  cleft  in  tbe  mountains,  and 
surrounded  by  bills  in  a  very  close  circle.  The 
tbermoincter  stood  at  nincty-eight  degrees  by 
day,  and  by  niglit  at  cigbly-lwo.     The  sudden 
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ctuDgcs  cjf  tcDipcntture  were  occauonslly  rcry 
trying;  as  it  liapfifiKtl  mmvlinm  in  the  course 
of  a  journey  tliat  wc  cotilil  not  avoid  luilting  in 
a  rallcy,  aftvr  having  pusscd  th?  previous  day 
on  the  summit  uf  ihv  hill ;  in  dcscnuliiig,  for 
instance,  from  a  lcDi[XTaturv  of  furty-five  to 
ninety  degrees  in  tlic  coursi-  of  a  few  liours.  I 
frequently  set  out  in  vriDter  costume  in  the 
tnoraing,  and  was  glad  to  have  a  cold-bath  and 
i  liocu  jacket  in  the  evening. 

TlwTc  was  wiDiething  very  oppressive  in  the 
■irof  Kalltee,  aiHl  Ix-fore  I  luid  been  longtherci 
I  found  that  the  »ntiv(.-)i  vxpi-ricnovd  it  a^t  well  a» 
myself.  I  had  many  applications  for  advice  and 
fur  medicine.  Souic  told  me  that  they  had  been 
Miffering  under  their  complaints  for  aeveraJ  years, 
and  louki-d  conltdently  lo  me  for  relief.  I  did 
B  all  I  could  for  thote  wiio  npjilied  to  me,  and 
when  I  had  left  my  tent  to  roam  about  (he  hilU 

Iwitli  my  gun  in  my  hand,  I  tliuiiglit  I  slwidd 
have  got  rid  of  further  impurrunity ;  but  my  ap- 
pearance (leented  to  be  the  .tigiial  for  the  o]M.-ning 
of  I'undoni's  box ;  every  (icrtun  I  met  had  sotnc 
aflictiuu  to  complain  of.    I  endeavoured  to  sup* 
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pori'AiT  fiitne  In-  Ihe  prescriptiont  I  pirp;  btil 
at  IfTiRth,  a*  n  cltntnx  to  inj-  Iroublex,  I  was  re- 
<)uc*t«i  to  atlond  a  woman  who  was  ilitngrrouily 
ill  in  the  village.  I  declared  I  knew  little  «f 
phvMc,  but  it  would  not  do;  I  was  caniecl  to  the 
invalid's  bouse — anotI>er  mederin  maltfri  lat- 
in spile  of  all  my  excutes.  I  thought  I  tiiigtii 
posubly  shelter  myself  under  the  simple  regimen 
of  Sangrado,aiid  was  prepared  to  act  accordingly. 
I  was  puzzled  indeed  when  I  found  Dr.  Slop 
would  have  been  more  required— I  was  called  in 
as  an  accoucheur !  My  exit  was  as  hasty  as  my 
progress  had  been  slow ;  and  I  dctcroiinrd  to 
limit  my  practice  in  future  as  much  as  humaaity 
would  permit. 

These  simple  people  have  a  most  exalted  idea 
of  the  talents  of  the  "  Sahib  Lqauc,"  and  thi-ir 
fuih  in  our  nwdical  knowlcilge  was  confirmed  by 
wltal  apiMnrcd  to  thctn  little  less  than  a  mtrack. 
during  the  parage  of  an  officer  of  ariillefy  1m1 
year  through  a  mountain  village ;  he  was  called 
to  administer  loan  old  man  supposed  to  be  dying. 
On  visiting  him,  he  found  him  suSeriog  from  ■ 
fever,  stretched  nn  a  mat  in  a  narrow  low  roonii 
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"or  rath«r  hole  in  his  house;  the  people  had  all 
flocked  into  the  ]>Incc.  its  they  invariubly  do  on 
such  an  occaaon,  to  witness  the  last  struggle  of 
their  ftUow-vi linger,  tor  every  one  dies  a  public 
death  among  thcni,  and  were  literally  suffocating 
him ;  the  **  S«hib"  turned  them  all  away,  and 
had  the  sick  man  carried  into  the  open  air. 
With  a  gentle  dow*,  and  tin-  (wwer  of  breathing, 
the  patient  soon  recoven^d. 

A  native  of  Knthc'e,  who  chanced  to  be  at  the 
■eeoe  of  sikIi  ■  wonder,  related  it  to  his  as- 
tonished countrymen ;  an<I  long,  from  the  mai»- 
oer  ID  which  they  toI<l  the  talc  to  mc,  will  the 
**  conjuration  dire"  of  this  clever  Engbshman 
be  rememberetl  among  them,  nn<I  the  greater 
marvel  still,  of  his  having  refused  to  accept  a 
pmrnt,  for  they  assured  me,  the  man  who  was 
ihiu  cured  had  offer«t  hint  "  flocks  and  henis" 
to  prove  hit  graliludfr. 

May  lOth.— We  were  too  happy,  on  the  ap. 
poranoeuf  day-light,  to  quit  Kalhee.  and  as* 
cendiDg  tl>e  mountain  to  the  north  of  it,  by  a 
■teep  and  nigged  path,  we  reached  Chitar.  We 
look  from  thence  an  easterly  direction,  having 
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tbc  BDonry  rangv  to  bound  our  view.  We  did 
not  lonj;  keep  puMcstion  uf  so  map^niiicent  a  pm- 
xpect,  liut  lost  it  ID  our  pRssage  (hmuj^ti  n  Itiici 
and  beaiitifut  wood  of  pines,  intemperswl  with 
tbc  riclie*t  and  ino«t  various  fruit- In-*^  Wc 
■teemed  to  have  entered  an  enchanted  garHen, 
where  the  pfxMluce  of  Kiirope  and  Asia — indeed 
of  every  quarter  of  the  world — was  blended  to- 
gether. Apples,  pears  and  poinegranate»— 
plantains,  figs  and  apricots — liines  and  citrons 
—  walnut  and  niuIbtTry  Iiwr,  prow  in  the 
grcateiit  quantitVi  and  with  the  most  luxurious 
hue.  BlacklKTrNM  and  raspbcrrii-K  hung  tcmpt> 
ingly  from  the  brows  of  the  broken  crag«>  while 
iiur  path  was  8tr(-wi*d  with  straw btTrica.  In  every 
direction  were  hloomitig  heather — riolets  and 
jasinine,  with  innumerable  *'  ruse  trees  in  full 
bMtiiig."  It  WAS  a  most  lovely  day,  and  bird* 
mog  fmn  every  branch ;  the  comniun  dove,  dikI 
tho  kokila — the  nightingale  of  H)ndi>o  poot^— 
cooed  around,  and  for  the  first  time  for  ntony  a 
■year,  I  henrd  the  notes  uf  the  blackbird ! 

The  description  of  such  a  scene  may  tire  the 
patience,  nc  the  enjoyment  of  it  exhausted  the 
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scnac).  A*  my  dcKin*,  howc-vcr,  b  not  to  give 
a  acicntific  sccmint  of  llic  pliennmcnn  of  these 
reginns,  but  ta  convey*  as  truly  as  I  can,  a 
|»cturc  of  the  mou  delightful  scenery,  ami  iiio§t 
lovely  >pot«  on  tlte  face  of  the  earllt,  I  hope 
I  may  tw  excused  for  now  and  then  '*  babhling," 
a  little  too  much  (K-rhaps,  of  "  green  fields." 
When  from  a  distance  we  see  only  the  cold  aii<] 
tMrrea  "  range  of  eternal  snow,"  we  ihink  «f 
tbeae  hUt§  with  terror,  anil  wonder  how  human 
bein^  can  exist  in  so  dewtste  a  region :  and 
while  ID  our  weary  progress  over  irackleu 
mountains,  our  thoughts  engrossed  alone  by  (he 
■wfu)  grandeur  of  the  scene,  we  fall,  as  it  were 
by  accitlvnl,  into  bower«  where  Armida  might 
have  bctund  Kinaldo  fur  e\'er  I  it  u-tll  t>e  diflStuIt 
to  avoid  running  the  risk  of  proving  tediotiH  to 
tlm»e  who  have  no  admiration  for  tlie  |>e»cil  of 
nature.  Even  at  such  a  hazard,  I  miini  litill 
venture  to  paint. 

Through  the  openings  among  the  trees,  we 
occasionaUy  saw  the  Jumna  winding  at  (he  fiK>t 
of  the  mountain,  sometimes  disappearing  sod- 
(Itmly,  and  again  as  suddenly  breaking  forth  in 
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an  opposite  direction — tertiue*  of  c»rn  strMch* 
ing  d»wn  to  its  banks.  In  evcnr  aspect,  from 
little  orclmriU  of  tlic  choioest  fniit,^^«cb  an 
epitome  of  the  vegetable  creation, — row  pmty 
Tllljigcit  of  stone,  roofed  will)  slate.  We  mchcd 
one  of  them  soon  after  parting  from  the  beatiUful 
wood  I  have  described;  ^loolor  was  its  n«Dr; 
it  stood  above  a  river  that  diWdcd  the  hill  (od 
wViicb  we  detcrminei)  to  encamp)  from  it.  We 
forded  it  immediately,  wmI,  after  a  distressing  as- 
cent,  gained  the  place  wc  arc  now  in.  Although 
it  stands  high,  its  situation  is  so  much  confintd 
thai  it  is  extremely  hot.  Tin-  thermometer  in 
my  tent  is  now  at  oinety'fotir  degrees.  The 
people  do  not  improve  in  oppcarnncie  or  manner 
as  wo  advance;  they  have  shown  themselves 
averw  to  sell  grain  to  ub,  an  indispensable  ne- 
cessary, as  it  is  the  only  I'mhI  of  my  followers. 

We  stopped  at  one  or  two  villages,  where  the 
iialives  assured  usthey  had  never  Kvn  Europeau 
before,  and  certainly  evinced,  by  their  curiosity 
and  aatonishmcnl,  the  truth  of  their  assertion. 
I  oTcrbcnrd  many  remarks  reganling  our  coib> 
plcxion  that  were  not  perfectly  flattering ;  they 
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sdmiFcd  bif^lvt  however,  a  slight  colour  (lint  the 
Ubour  of  climbing  brought  into  our  checks,  nntl 
we  bcomo  (he  ubjcct*  of  constant  observation 
during  our  stay.  The  children,  as  usual,  irerc 
TCTT  keen  noiicvn  of  oil  our  inuiion^,  nnd  we 
«crc  fullovnetl  by  (he  p0))ul»li(iii  of  every  vill^c 
a*  we  left  iL  Now  my  tent  U  surrounded  by  a 
wonderiag  crowd,  but  I  have  become  so  u»eU  to 
be  the  "observed  of  all  observerH,"*  that  I  bear 
niy  "  blushing  boDours"  with  tolerable  meekness. 
In  more  civilized  parts  of  the  world,  the  same 
curiosity  exists  witliout  the  sameescusc:  and  I 
Temcmber  oncv  seeing  the  grave  sheikh  uf  a  viU 
lagG  in  Upper  Egypt,  not  very  far  from  Caniac, 
whitlicr  I  was  then  g<nng  from  Kosier,  more 
eoofounded  by  a  pair  of  steel  snuflers,  llian  t])r 
liinplcst  child  in  the  mountains  has  been  by  any 
article  that  I  liave  displayed  to  it.  This  nortliy 
Arab  took  a  boot-hook  for  a  tooth-drawing  in* 
struroent,  and  applying  it  to  the  teetli  of  nenrly 
all  the  village,  was  quite  disconcerted  when  lie 
/ound  noDC  thai  it  would  fit.  lie  clappe<l 
bis  bands  with  joy,  however,  when  lie  saw 
fab  own  bcoxded  countenance  reficclcd  in  (he 
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«nuSV-r3,  and  telling;  me  that  be  wanted  ■  lookmi^ 
glvs  Id  carry  in  his  belt,  begged  aie  to  ^vc  it 
to  hini. 

May  ISth. — Y«terday  being  Sunday,  irediil 
not  prm;L«d,  but  gave  (he  inhabitants  of  MaicM 
full  opjmrtunity  of  surveying  us  in  every  action : 
the  toilet  !wei»eil  to  be  the  most  striking  to 
them  of  all  our  oddities,  and  well  it  might,  to 
those  who  know  not  *rhat  dre? dng  or  undraaiug 
means.  This  mon\ing  we  moved,  and  after 
another  high  scrambk-,  diT«ccndcd  to  the  hanks 
of  a  river,  which  ran  rnpidly  ovit  nbcd  of  large 
■atones,  placed  so  uniiccoDiroodatingly,  that  we 
foimtl  intidi  difficulty  tn  fording.  The  water 
was  deep  in  aunie  parts  and  about  fifty  feet 
wide.  It  wati  calleil  the  Coolna,  but  flows  for  a 
lery  little  distance.  Il  rises  in  the  hills  ckse  to 
us,  and  is  soon  lost  in  the  Jutntia. 

Siay,  irlicre  wc  were  glad  to  hall,  after  a  b- 
(mrious  walk  of  five  hour>,  stands  upon  th«  bank 
of  the  river.  This  village,  which  is  built  at  the 
edge  of  a  jungle,  has  nut  been  long  plssted 
tltcTc.  On  some  of  the  NurronndiRg  h«ighT!>  the 
Gborkas  had  posts;  and  the  vicinity  of  Slav  la 
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ibc  water,  was  too  tempting  to  siiBcr  it  to  re- 
main uaniole*l«cl.  Tlie  |iC(>plc  who  survived  tlie 
cruelty  of  ilieir  cnenitn,  alNuvtioiK-cI  it,  and  liar^ 
not  long  returned. 

The  Oiidvn  of  every  |wirt  of  the  Himalaya 
tfannigb  which  we  Imve  yd  passed,  form  the 
most  striking  exception  to  the  gLttcral  character 
of  moutttaioeera  that  can  be  conceived :  and  to 
dtdr  neighbour)  in  particular.  They  seem  to  be 
totally  devoid  of  oturage  or  of  CDtcrprisc:  the 
Ghorkas,  on  the  contrary,  possess  both  in  on 
aaineot  degree.  The  men  of  the^  hills  are 
(tout  and  bardy,  and  frequently  toll  and  hand* 
iomely  fonned;  but  indolent,  and  indifTcrent  to 
twttj  thing.  The  Nepaulese  are  Khort  and  ugly, 
bat  acthe  and  intelligcnu  The  Srrt  give  t»» 
much  reason  to  the  HimloiM  of  the  plains  tW 
adopting  into  their  vocnlHdary  of  contempt,  (In; 
word  Pariah,  or  mountaineer.  The  latter,  were 
it  not  for  the  Briti.'>h,  might  chance  one  day  to 
give  a  new  cxmstruclion  lo  the  term,  and  ti-acJi 
their  neighbours  of  the  Bat  country  to  rvtipect 
the  outcasts  they  now  loathe. 

Aa  great  a  plague  as  the  Glwrkaa  has  got 
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poewBMon  of  lliis  valley — annk-s  of  (be  luwt 
lumienting  injects  t    It  is  impossible  to  guard 
against  them ;  and  we  vere  happy  when  iay 
light  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  once  more  toot- 
ing  forward. 

May  13(h. — Soon  nttn  leaving  our  rillage,- 
by  the  banks  of  the  Cooliia— (Ictcnninetl  never 
to  place  ourwWe«  m  a  ntnJlar  situaiion-~we 
p«acd  over  the  hiiU  on  which  are  llie  reniainsof 
the  GlKirka  fortreMes,  now  merely  heaps  of 
stone.  I'lie  natural  position  was  too  strong  to 
render  any  work  Ukely  to  last  Dcce&sary ;  ao, 
soon  after  they  were  abandoned,  they  must  have 
fidlen  to  ruia. 

Below  the  ridge,  and  above  a  alream,  not 
uiudi  unlike  Siay,  Mood  Karopore.  WebafU-ned 
pun  it,  and  llm-adinga  thick  jungle,  soon  forded 
the  stream,  and  cumuienced  another  ascenL  The 
Daccof  ilic  tiiountain  we  climbed  was  laid  out  io 
terraces;  and  the  com  was  ripe,  and  the  reap- 
ers were  actively  engaged  upon  it.  It  was  a 
merry,  as  well  at  a  buxy  scene ;  for  the  wooun 
wen-  >ii)gi»g  with  all  their  strength,  and  with  ai 
much  sweetness  as  tlu'lr   "  native  wood  notes 
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wild"  would  permit,  which  is,  to  say  truth,  no 
gn*t  pmse.  I  was  anxious  to  leam  th«  nature 
d"  their  Kxigs,  but  could  not  persuade  any  of 
thrm  to  repeat  what,  while  th«-y  channlcd,  no 
car  but  their  own  could  coiiiprrhuiid.  They  told 
nc  it  was  all  abmtl  myself,  too— each  verwc  wai 
>a  extempore  compliment  t»  the  travellers,  and 
tlie  coni)MJ!nlioa  seemed  to  be  highly  approved ; 
while  occasional  shouts  of  laughter  sliowcd  that 
the  mountain  damsels  were  not  devoid  of  humour. 
I  obaerved  that  they  did  not  tie  their  corn  in 
sheavcsi  and  leave  it  in  the  Held ;  hut  the  mo- 
ment a  woman  had  cut  lu  much  as  she  herself 
could  carry.khe  bore  it  to  t)te  village,  and  placing 
it  in  a  granary,  returned  to  reap  another  load. 

In  a  few  houri  we  arrived  at  C'otha,  pleasant- 
ly  situated  above  the  Jumna,  and  in  the  midst  of 
a  grove  of  mulberries,  the  fniit  of  which  was 
ripe,  and  of  exceedingly  good  Bavour.  Cothais 
a  place  of  great  thoroughfare.  It  is  the  direct 
roiite  from  the  plains,  through  Colsi,  to  Juti>> 
noutri;  and  a  track  [Muses  by  it  to  Tcok  and 
Koteghur :  the  {H-nple  are  coOM-tiuently  more 
(ODverswit  with  the  manners  of  the  flat  country. 
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The  YilUgcia  very  oeat,  and  uncommonl)- clean; 
ihr  crops  arc  finer,  kimI  the  cattle  more  numor- 
ous,  ihaii  in  any  wc  have  passed. 

May  14th. — Wc  wen;  not  able  lo  remain 
longer  in  it,  ItowcTer,  pretty  and  clean  a&  it  was : 
ao  at  daylight  we  again  bmt  our  bodies  to  the 
task  of  climbing.  Wc  reached  the  summit  of  a 
high  ridge  in  about  two  hours,  and  descended  im- 
mediately to  a  village  of  brahmins,  but  we  did 
not  tiiid  ihut  it  was  in  the  least  better  than  any 
other  belon^n;;  to  thiil  order  tlint  we  hitd  piu^ 
«);  indeed  their  places  of  abode  are  marked  by 
the  very  reverse  of  what  their  sacred  cjiUing 
would  l»'i»d  you  tosupimse—clcanliiwa*  of  every 
deiicriplion  being  so  much  inculcated  by  the  r^- 
ligton  they  uliould  leach.  Sterne  says,  by  way 
of  heightening  his  description  of  the  monk's  ve- 
nerable appearance,  in  his  Sentimental  Journey, 
**  Had  I  met  him  on  the  plains  of  liindoslan, 
1  would  have  fallen  at  his  feel  and  worshipped 
him."  I  have  met  mr.ny  braltmins  in  th« 
plains,  who,  if  they  did  not  eommund  as  much 
veneration,  at  least  from  their  appearance  mc^ 
ritcd  the  most  perfect  respect.     The  pricnts  of 
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the  billK,  however,  are  u  far  benonth  them  a* 
tbirir  country  i»  aljoTe  the  sacm)  dly  of  Bmares; 
thry  have  oot  kept  their  caste  unmixed  by  lower 
ODGS,  while  tiie  market!  diScreace  between  the 
bnhinuiB  and  the  other  castes  of  UiEidostan 
generally  show  how  strictly  they  have  adhered 

I  to  the  cnjnined  division. 
We  eontinitcd  our  descent,  and  fonlinga  nar- 
row river,  mounted  again,  and  in  a  little  more 
than  am  hour  reuehcd  a  hill  that  projected  from 
a  high  rocky  range,  and  hung  over  the  Jumna, 
thougliiKveral  hundred  feet  above  it.  The  river 
I  witxls  beneath  like  a  dark  blue  snake.  The 
country  is  peculiarly  wild  and  bare :  the  only 
tree*  to  be  seen  surround  our  tent^  and  tlie 
nearest  water  is  a  quarter  of  a  ntile  ofT, 
dribbling  so  nlowly  that  it  takes  half  nn  hour  lu 
611  a  pitcher.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the  people 
of  the  next  village,  KIceooiida,  slioiild  be  averse 
to  our  remaining ;  for  this  is  the  Rrst  place 
where  we  have  met  with  any  serious  objection  to 
safely  u»  with  food.  They  di-clared  that  they 
bad  no  grain  for  themselTrs,  and  )iruviding  us 
I  out  of  tbe  question.     It  is  too  late,  however, 
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to  go  further ;  and  indrvd  tlicrr  u  every  pnu- 
pect  thai  if  wv  do,  we  shall  fare  tronc,  »  I 
have  determined  to  rvmiun  licre,  and  hare  wnt 
in  pursuit  of  com. 

It  is  not  surprisitig  that  tlic  natives  of  nicfa 
placvK  vliuuld  be  averse  to  Hell  their  grain,  Uw 
imly  tiling  likely  to  be  required  front  lIwiB. 
Tb<-ir  grounti  yields  merely  a  sufficiency  for 
their  own  use,  and  if  it  could  prodtice  bmr, 
their  idleoeM  would  jirevenl  their  cultivatiitg  it 
In  the  higher  parts  ihey  are  forced  to  grind  it 
between  two  Btoi>e»;  below,  wIhic  a  stream 
runs,  they  can  erect  a  mill.  The  inhabitanlt 
of  mountain  summits,  therefore,  have  many  dis- 
advantages: they  have  but  one  harvest,  while 
in  some  of  the  valleys  th<-re  arc  two  in  the  year- 
The  land  of  the  U]i|ht  places  i«  covered  with 
stone*,  which  they  endeavour  to  pick  off  befurc 
the  sowing  Reason,  which  takes  place  imme- 
diately Itrfure  the  connitencemcni  of  ll>c  rain. 
The  fall  is  »o  licavy,  liowwer,  llial  at  iu  con< 
elusion  there  are  aH  many  stones  on  the  uirfaoc 
of  the  earth  as  if  it  had  never  been  cleared ;  and 
through  tlwm  the  com  struggles  in  the  best  way 
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it  can.  Every  village  hta  a  drcle  of  atone  at 
iu  entrance,  with  a  low  wall  round  it,  for  trmd- 
iog  out  tb«  corn.  Sometimes  ibe  bullocks  arv 
driven  round  unyoked,  and  always  muzEled,  but 
ia  ratbcT  a  novel  way ;  a  uhisp  of  grass  is  twist- 
ed round  their  jaws,  the  tail  of  it  frequently 
hanging  in  U»e  most  tantalixiiig  manner  over 
their  noses. 

Th«se  nwuntaineeni  liave  thi;  same  objection 
lo  part  with  any  otlier  of  (heir  )»«ersaons. 
They  do  not  understand  any  ihingof  commerce, 
and  cart:  Itltle  about  money.  Tlicy  mukc  every 
thing  they  re<|uire  lhon)ik-Irc«,  and  are  ilcjiendent 
on  no  mart  beyond  the  walls  of  their  own  vil- 
lages ;  many  do  not  even  know  the  name  of  the 
secood  plan-  from  tlicir  own,  and  the  most  com- 
men  answer  to  an  inquiry  for  the  name  of  such 
a  range  or  such  apeak  is,  "  I  have  never  heard;" 
and  if  you  observe  that  ignorance  is  strange 
among  thovc  who  have  lived  all  their  lives  under 
il,  ih*  reply  is,  "I  am  a  mountaineer,  how 
dwuld  I  kiMw?"  the  worst  apparently  tlial 
could  be  given. 

My  rcaolulioo  to  have  my  people  fed,  I  was 
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bappj  to  find,  overcame  iheir  Kcruplu*  to  sell, 
tad  a  hazati  is  »t  length  rstabluhcd  in  mjr 
camp.  I  sm  obliged  to  Gx  tlie  prke  to  be  pdd 
for  the  com  at  erery  fruh  |>Uce  I  com*;  an<i 
I  wn  not  unfrcfiuently  much  puzzU-d  to  plnuc 
both  the  seller  and  buyer.  To-day  I  have  brro 
diuurlictl  by  «n  unusual  uproar  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Ml  altercation  having;  take  place  bctwerti 
one  of  my  coolies  and  s  Titlager  bImhii  th«  price 
of  the  meat;  the  fint  threw  the  <]uantum  in 
dispute  in  the  htllman's  face,  who  immediately 
rrtiirtmt ;  the  okirmUh  became pfttcral  forthwith, 
and  when  I  ran  out  to  pacify  them,  I  found  both 
sides  whitened  like  faquirs,  at>d  the  ground  co- 
vered with  flour. 

I  WM  long  before  I  could  make  myself  hcani, 
but  was  forced  to  take  a  more  active  part  in  ihi- 
fray  than  I  iDteoded,  and  not  till  I  had  wizcti 
the  leading  combatants,  was  I  able  to  rcslon,' 
order.  My  judgment  upon  the  subject  so  grati- 
fied the  villagers  of  Mccoonda,  that  they  could 
not  resist  praising  my  ingenuity,  and  would 
have  thought  mc  n  '*  Justice  Mido*"  at  leau, 
if  thi-y  had  ever  hoard  of  tliat  worthy.     I  dc- 
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niln)  that  the  ioe«l  should  be  left  upon  the 
ground  fur  the  coolies  to  make  tbc  rooflt  of,  and 
iu  owucnibnuld  bo  pcitd  for  tbc  whole  quantity 
tbry  had  brought  to  the  camp.  This  pleased 
theo)  to  Riuch,  that  they  sat  down  at  a  littlediS' 
tance,  watching,  with  great  glw,  the  ctiemy  eo- 
dravouring  to  scrape  up  stillicient  to  feed  them. 

As  I  had  tbdr  wages  in  tny  own  pomesaion,  I 
was  esssily  able  to  enforce  my  sentence  upcm  the 
eoolies,  and  they  seemed  to  enjoy  the  joke 
against  themselves  with  the  greatest  good- 
humoun  T)tey  are  a  very  hardy,  active  race  d 
■wn,  and  I  Dcrer  met  any  more  willing  to 
please.  They  only  carry  a  blanket  a  piece,  and 
the  moment  their  day^s  labour  is  over,  seek  a 
coovenicnt  spot  to  cook  their  cakes  and  eat  them 
IB.  They  ;rpnera]ly  choose  the  shelter  of  an 
overhanging  rock  near  which  a  rivulet  nin*,  for 
such  scenes  constantly  occur,  and  after  ihdr 
food,  sit  in  a  circle  round  a  biasing  fire,  Atoging, 
till  they  fairly  exhaust  tlienistrlves  to  sleep. 

May  15th — We  have  thi»day  reached  one  of 
the  fairy  KcrncsT  have  already  olhidi-d  to,  and  its 
beauties  are  more  likely  than  most  of  the  last 


260  PELICIITFTL  VALLEY. 

to  lead  mc  to  describe  them,  on  account  of 
llie  sudden  change  from  ihc  barren  rocks  of 
Me«oonda  to  the  fruit  and  flower  of  Lslckha 
Mundul.  Af^er  passing  through  forests  of  mag- 
nificent jiinc-trccs,  rarinl  hy  onk  and  rhododco- 
drr>ii,  we  came  suddenly  upon  the  Jumna,  whcrr 
it  makes  a  sweep  round  (he  hate  of  a  high* 
peaked  nwiintain  ouvercd  with  wood  to  its  sum- 
mit ;  from  iu  opposite  b«nk  rise  gentler  hills 
cultivated  to  tlieir  tops,  and  the  com  qiiile  ripe. 
Ina  valley  just  Urge  ettougti  to  contain  it,  and 
a  Utile  nbnve  the  river,  in  a  grove  of  fruit-treeH, 
stands  a  jKigoda  ;  a  cascade  falls  from  tJie  moun- 
tain of  snow  visible  between  two  hills,  the  di- 
vision of  which  leads  to  a  fertile  valley ;  it* 
terraces  are  bounded  by  liedges,  as  neatly  kept 
as  they  would  be  in  England ;  a  little  higher 
than  the  temple  stand  a  few  huts  inhabited  by 
the  brahmins  who  protect  it.  I  have  pitched 
my  tent  under  the  shadow  of  a  large  apricot  tree, 
with  raspberries  and  bluckbcnrics  all  around  roe. 
No  more  beautiful  site  for  a  solemn  temple  coukl 
be  chosen :  all  that  is  grand  and  awful  is  mixed 
with  every  thing  mild  and    soothing;    and  h 
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vDuU  not  be  difficult,  nor  I  bope  sinful,  to  tym- 
ptlhiti-  with  the  feelings  of  the  poor  Hindoo, 
«ho  rests  awhile  on  his  painful  pilgrimage  «t 
tlut  lovely  Kpot,  and  learns  that  the  temple  was 
plictd  there  by  a  god.  The  brahmins  who  reside 
Btv  it  declarer  that  such  was  its  origin,  and  the 
pilgrims  are  not  likely  to  dispute  the  mntter 
«ilh  them.  It  ha«  altars  to,  and  emblems  of,  all 
the  gods,  and  has  bcvn  considerably  larger,  for 
many  ruins  lie  around,  and  tliroiigtu>ut  the 
neighbourhood  are  scaliered  imuge»  of  every 
iiiTthologica)  descriptiun.  At  the  entrance  to 
the  trniplc,  on  each  xide  of  ibc  purrh,  is  a 
bullock,  coiichaiit,  of  black  marble,  as  large  as 
life,  and  extrcmvly  veil  executed,  as  indeed  are 
ill  the  figures  ve  met  with.  The  brahmins  as- 
sert that  tltey  are  the  dehcendaots  of  the  original 
]nnm>ts  of  the  place,  and  probably  may  Ite  so; 
they  hare  not,  however,  preserved  their  learning 
UBong  them,  for  wc  found  not  one  at  Lakkha 
Mundul  viIm)  could  read. 

>lay  IGili,  ITlli. — I  am  afraid  of  saying  too 
much  alwut  "  lovely  spots"  and  "  mngnificent 
pines,"  so  I  shall  hasten  over  this  day's  journey 


302 


XOrTX   TO  TOLLI. 


in  descriptioo,  m  I  slwutd  hare  b«en  glad  to 
have  done  i»  mdity.  After  having  gut  wet 
through,  in  fording  rivers,!  had  an  opixinunitjr 
of  growing  dry  ngain  while  lolling  "p  tl":  f»^ 
of  a  rocky  hill,  «ritli  nut  a  trt«  to  »lK-ltcT  me 
from  tliv  nun,  and  not  a  blade  i^  gnuu  to  noftt.'n 
the  cffV-cl  of  it>  reflection  from  the  white  otone. 

In  a  few  lioun,  however,  I  n-iurhed  Dun- 
koulee,  and  reMtlved  to  forget  it :  aitd  this  morn* 
ing  oil  our  route  to  TuUi.  we  were  amply  re. 
imrdeJ  for  all  our  labour;  when  on  reaching  tlic 
summit  of  a  rough  and  rugged  mountain,  look- 
ing perpendicularly  to  tlie  Jumna  lielow,  we 
l>eheld  the  hills  of  Ghurdwall  on  our  right, 
thickly  wooded  to  their  lops ;  the  river  at  their 
luue  widening  toward!)  its  source,  aitd  winding 
round  tneadowh  fenced  with  fruit-treea ;  some 
times  it  disappeared,  and  then  extended  in  tii 
difTerent  direction  between  banks  of  poplars, 
willow*,  and  alders;  till,  lost  altogether  in  the 
Rtupcndous  barrier  of  snow,  which,  in  all  it| 
grandeur,  with  the  beams  of  the  morning  sun 
upon  it,  botinded  the  view. 

We  begin  to  Bnd  our  travelling  the  iimh^ 
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laborious  Bnd  norcl  th«t  can  be  imajfined.  j'Vftcr 
icmiibliDg  up  ibi-  fiK«  of  a  rocky  hill  thi»  morn- 
ing, wr  wvre  forced  to  ulidc  down  a  politbcd 
surface  of  stone  with  not  a  place  to  rest  the  foot 
on,  aa  wrl)  a*  ihv  comfortable  prospect  of  an 
nuilcmiptcil  fall  of  many  feet,  should  we 
tvrrre  in  our  course^ 

No  dt«cription  could  cnnviry  on  idea  of  the 
oiual  style  of  a  day 'a  jmimey  over  tbc  Himalaya. 
Lines  of  inegular  peaks  towering  one  ahore  the 
other,  and  in  every  relation  jiossible  to  each 
other,  oblige  you  to  be  constantly  climbing  up  or 
sliding  down.  In  every  depth  vc  find  a  roaring 
torrent  to  pass,  and  on  cvcfy  height  an  almost 
inaccessible  rock  la  scale 

On  arriving  at  Tulli,  tired  (o  death,  1  was 
surprised  to  observe,  as  I  looked  down  upon  the 
village  from  a  hill  above  it,  tliat  all  the  peoftle 
who  had  assembled  to  gaze  upon  us  were  jump- 
ing and  skipfnng  with  the  greatest  activity,  aiul 
in  the  rooet  grotesque  manner,  striking  their 
bodies  on  several  parts,  and  performing  mch 
strange antics,tliat  Iconjecturvdit  wosanational 
dance  got  up  in  cekbratioo  of  our  arrival,  not 
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it  likely  iKat  a  stray  s^t  of  jumping 
riilies  cnuld  bare  cstabli&hed  dicmudvcs  ■■ 
I  twt  of  the  way  a  spot. 
As  I  approached  ibc  villagr,  however,  I  found 
'  that  not  only  my  smraDts,  but  my  brother  and 
mysi-lf,  in  spite  of  our  faligurs,  wen-  uncon- 
sdously  joining  thv  dunce,  nod  »tri  king  oursdves 
in  good  earnest.  I  thought  of  the  dectric  mIs 
in  some  river  in  South  Amrricii,  oikI  &ndcd  a 
similar  pIiciHimcnon  hung  over  Tulli.  The 
myater)'  was  too  soon  cleared  up;  wp  had  entered 
the  precinct  of  the  iw»l  veiiomou*  little  inwet 
I  luui  ever  met  with :  it  is  a  mintaturv  wacp, 
scarcely  lu^er  than  a  sand-fly,  with  a  grmi 
body,  and  a  pair  of  forceps  that  inflict  its  woundf 
unmercifully. 

We  bare  lost  all  chance  of  rest,  and  it  i* 
ludicrous  in  the  litgh»t  degnx-  to  ol)«erre  the 
effects  of  the  bite  upon  the  people.  They  brcali 
cuddenlr  oS*,  in  whatever  occupation  they  may 
bo  engaged,  aiid  aAer  jumping  and  beating 
Iheniwlvcs  for  a  few  momcDts,  resume  tbcir 
work,  in  which,  however,  they  are  soon  inter> 
rupted  for  further  escrdse.     Tbcy  are  co>'erwl 
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orer  with  blaclc  spots,  in  which  I  am  bidding  fur 
to  lival  ihcni,  fur  ihtta  little  insects  never  fail 
(o  leave  their  niarki.  We  ur  situate  on  the 
ikupf  of  a  hill  Mirrounded  c»  all  sides  by  pine- 
ines,  and  I  imagine  that  that  drcumstance  may 
be  the  cause  of  so  many  insects,  for  the  heat  ik 
HOC  puticuUrly  grcut ;  the  tbcrmonjctcr  standii 
at  serenty-four  degree*. 

Hay  IStli-— We  were  absolutely  driven  from 
TuUi  by  the  "  plaguefi"  of  the  place— our  feet 
and  Ic^  K)  swollen  we  found  it  difficult  to  walk. 
Uy  sonants  prewnted  the  most  mijieraUe 
figures.  I  was  obliged  (o  divide  my  trow«en 
OKMig  them,  altbougfa  tbcy  did  not  M-em  to 
benefit  much  by  the  additional  covering.  I  wan 
afraid  I  dHMjId  have  hud  a  fever  in  my  camp. 
!«>,  for  ibey  seemed  ao  wounded  and  tormented 
that  I  anticipated  great  trouble;  their  spirit* 
were  fast  declining,  and  their  bodies  sadly  ema- 
ciated. Kvery  day  they  implored  me  to  tell 
ihem  how  much  further  I  was  going,  but  I  found 
wcrecy  most  essentia]:  the  only  plan  was  to 
place  them  in  the  predicament  uf  MiiclM-th — 

"  Foe  I  IB  ia  b1o<<d  iilTiiDml  to  far, 
nu  top)  on  u  vMin  tlia  ndua." 
VOL.   !•  X 
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MipfKMJng  it  likely  that  a  stray  sect  of  junifun^ 
tlcTTishct  nnuld  have  eslahlislied  therKflelvc*  in 
to  nut  of  the  way  a  spot. 

As  I  approached  theriUagc,  however,  I  TouimI 
that  not  only  my  servants,  but  tny  brother  and 
myself,  in  spile  t^  our  fatigura,  vrere  uncon- 
acioiuly  joining  the  danee,  and  striking  ounelTcs 
in  good  eanieit.  I  thought  of  the  electric  eels 
ID  some  river  in  South  America,  and  fancied  a 
similar  phenomenon  hung  over  Tulli.  The 
ntystiTy  was  too  soon  cleaml  up;  «rc  ha<t  entcml 
till*  precinct  of  the  ntOKt  venomous  Itltlc  insect 
I  hod  ever  met  with ;  it  ia  a  minUlure  wnsp, 
acnrcely  larger  tluin  a  Kand-fly,  with  a  gpxn 
body,  and  a  pair  of  forceps  that  inflict  its  wounds 
unmercifully, 

Wc  have  lost  all  chance  of  rest,  and  it  is 
ludicrous  in  the  highest  degree  to  observe  the 
effects  of  the  bite  upon  the  people.  They  break 
suddenly  off,  in  vthalcvcr  occupation  they  may 
be  engaged,  and  after  jumping  and  beating 
ill  em  selves  for  n  few  nmrnvnts,  resume  their 
work,  in  which,  however,  llicy  are  soon  inter- 
rupted for  further  exercise.     They  are  ooverwl 


orer  with  black  spots,  in  wbich  I  am  bidding  fair 
to  rival  thom,  for  these  liltle  insects  ne*-*T  fail 
to  leave  ibcir  marks.  We  «ro  situate  on  the 
atoipr  of  a  hill  )tiirroiin(Ic<)  un  all  sides  by  pine- 
trre*,  >nd  I  imagine  that  thai  circumstiincv  may 
be  the  cauKC  of  !to  many  insects,  for  the  beat  U 
not  particularly  great ;  the  thermometer  stands 
at  seventy-four  defaces. 

May  18lh. — We  were  absolutely  driven  from 
TullJ  by  the  "  plnfjuc*"  of  the  place — our  feet 
ADtl  l^n  toxwullci)  wf  found  it  difficult  to  walk. 

ly  servants  presented  the  most  miserable 
Ifiguree.  I  was  obliged  to  divide  my  trowsers 
amoog  tbcm,  although  they  did  not  SL-cm  to 
benp6t  much  by  the  additional  covering.     I  was 

'raid  I  should  liavc  had  a  fever  in  my  camp, 
for  they  seemed  so  wounded  an<]  tormented 
that  I  anticipated  great  trouble;   their   spirits 
wcTC  fast  declining,  and  their  bodies  ssdly  ema- 

atcd.      Every  day  tbey  implored  me  to  tell 

:hem  bow  much  further  I  was  going,  but  I  found 

cy   most  essential:    tltc  only   plan  was  (o 

ace  them  in  the  predicament  of  Mucbelh— 

■*  Vol  I  «in  in  blood  Kdrmool  to  hr, 
TbM  logo  OB  is  Miiot  dwn  ntura." 
VOL.    1.  X 
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Oar  6*j't  Ubottr,  loo,  was  p^aWi'  than  ever. 
Tfcc  Carat  td  panes  thnMij^h  whicb  we  poMtd 
nt  to  dippCTT  froa  tbc  fallen  leaves,  that  we 
wvi«  cUHtantly  on  tttc  gnxtod,  or  ralluT  tbr 
hard  ra^  So  ncn  and  flat  was  the  lurbce, 
that  it  appwnd  to  h^re  bcvn  csrefuUv  pavid 
br  the  coQWwnw  of  sliding  down.  No  book 
«n  gjranastics  ncr  Tet  penned  will  teach  ihc 
ngfct  vm  «f  tbe  Umbs  to  weil  as  a  few  houn 
joumcj  n  the  midst  of  that  mountaiDs :  there 
ii  HA  ■  port  et  the  body  thai  doc*  sot  occ»> 
■^■Ujr coae  iato  MM^  and  in  aniaaoer,  too,  not 
ttdr  to  oecor  even  to  Captaio  Clias  him«df. 

We[Mn(il  a  tijvT — tbeGudnoo  wasitanatne 
—i»f  «  bndi^  that  is  vny  comnion,  though  not 
\ay tgineMi: aoT talc.  Ittsnarrow,  and  made 
oftwi^welltwtMediagetbcr:  it  reMK  groeralljt 
OB  a  Ktooe,  OD  each  bank  of  the  stream ;  and 
wkiB  Dooc  largv  enough  are  to  be  found  for  the 
IMnpoae,  then  a  pile  of  loose  stonea  ier vn  for  iu 
aupport.  A  few  are  Uid  carctnsl;  upoa  each  end 
of  ibc  bridge,  to  ffit-vrot  iu  tilting  up;  awl 
while  tbe  water  fuamc  bmcath,  jroii  are  rvintuded, 
in  jrouT  paaagv  acroM,  b^  (he  falling  pebhles  of 
the  foundatioa  anooundng,  eveiy  fresh  footsttp 
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;ou  Uke,  thflt  there  is  every  probability  of  your 
IryiDg  tho  force  of  the  torrent. 

From  the  Guclnoo,  wc  soon  reached  the  Juni- 
na*  tunning  rapidly  over  a  rocky  bed,  its  banks 
bcAUlifuUy  voodcd.  Un  m  pleasimt  tncndowioot 
far  firom  a  village  luuned  Buj^asui,  wc  ordered 
our  lTOt>  to  be  pitched.  We  were  tempted,  by 
the  river,  to  remain  here>  but  have  found  it 
dreadfully  hot.  The  thermometer,  at  noon,  was 
at  93f-  The  sky  lias  become  suddenly  overcuHt, 
however,  and  threatens  n  Morm. 

May  19th. — In  the  afternoon  of  yesterday,  and 
this  momin);,  I  tried  the  temperature  of  the 
water.  The  thennonieter  fell  «even  degrees  each 
time— from  63'  to  06»,  and  from  59°  to  52^.  It 
rained  very  heavily  all  night,  and  obliged  us  to 
remain  several  hours  after  sunrise,  that  our 
tents  might  dry.  When  able  to  proceed,  wc  con- 
tioued  by  the  banks  of  the  river,  over  a  oon>. 
parativdy  flat  road,  till  we  reached  Sonalee, 
aad  tlieii  encamped  on  the  Jumna. 

We  are  now  placed  opponle  a  strange-looking 
village,  named  Burkotec,  perched  upon  the 
suinoiit  of  a  high  rock,  overhanging  the  stream. 

X  2 
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It  seems  unconiwclcd  witli  Uie  mountains  about 
it,  as  if  toro  from  iticiii  by  »umc  convulsion  of 
nature-  Bditnil  it  rises  a  vood ;  and,  below, 
ihc  Jumna  tlowB  louod  several  iilands ;  and 
miiuiig  the  lall  irve»  of  some  of  thetn,  browK- 
many  deer — they  forni,  in  fact,  many  minta- 
lufv  parks,  and  I  ngrel  that  «uch  beaudfu) 
■ctinea  could  not  be  removed  to  a  country  where 
ih^y  could  be  more  frequently  visited.  The 
Hajal)  of  Tirhee  has  a  palace  here,  indeed ;  but 
such  a  palace,  and  suclt  a  Itiijnl),  arc  sadly  out  of 
diaracter  with  the  sublime  and  lovely  pnnpects, 
he,  and  some  hundreds  as  ignorant  as  himself, 
alone  are  doomed  to  contemplate. 

I  liavc  beheld  nearly  oil  the  celebrated  scenery 
of  £un>pe,  which  )>octs  and  piii ii tern  have  immor- 
taliited,  and  of  which  all  lh«  tourists  in  the  worid 
arc  vnumouied ;  but  I  have  ncen  it  surpawscd  in 
these  unfrequented  and  almost  unknown  nitons. 
The  youth  who,  just  emerged  from  coll^, 
fCazea  for  the  first  lime  on  Mont  Blanc,  may  ap- 
preciate my  feelinps  when  I  enjoy  the  glories  of 
the  Himalaya.  Although  I  have  seen  the  Alp^^ 
althuugh  I  have  witnessed  the  »un  rise  from  the 
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vou  ukc,  that  there  U  emy  probability^  of  your 
tijing  the  force  of  the  torrent 

From  the  Gudooo,  we  «ooa  reached  the  Juin> 
&■,  ruDnin^  rnpidly  over  a  rocky  bed,  its  banks 
beautifully  iroodcd.  On  a  pleasant  meadow,  not 
br  from  a  vilU^  namnl  Buf^awn,  we  ordered 
our  leols  to  be  pitch<^.  Wc  were  tempted,  by 
the  river,  to  rcniaiii  here,  but  have  found  it 
dreadifully  hot.  The  thermometer,  at  noon,  was 
■t99°<  The  *ky  has  become  suddenly  overcast, 
faavcTcr,  and  threatens  a  storm. 

M«y19tb. — In  theaftcrnexjn  of  yesterday,  and 
tfau  tnorning,  I  tried  the  temperalurc  of  the 
water.  The  thermometer  fell  seven  d^^reetcnch 
time— from  63'  to  0&;  and  from  d9"  to  52».  It 
rained  very  heavily  all  night,  and  obliged  u«  to 
remun  several  hours  nftcr  sunrise,  that  our 
tents  might  dry-  \^')>i.-n  able  to  proceed,  we  con- 
tinued by  llic  bunk*  of  the  river,  over  a  com- 
paratively flat  road,  till  we  reached  Sonalee, 
■Dd  tlien  encamped  on  the  Jumna. 

We  arc  now  placed  opposite  a  slrangc-Iooktag 
riUi^e,  named  Uurkotee,  perched  upon  the 
Humnit  of  a  high  rock,  overhanging  the  stream. 
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be,  takiDg  me  oo  one  sitle  with  an  air  of  mj-s* 
tery.  This  i>  no  uncomiiMn  thing,  by-thc-byc, 
for  as  if  ashatnnl  of  tnule,  tbcj  conceal  the 
stnaUeBt  articles  under  their  cloaks,  and  eren  a 
pot  of  hoDcy  is  displayed  with  as  much  cAUtton 
AS  a  smuggling  pedlar  shows  his  contraband  ware 
— "  I  luive  something  to  sell,"  said  he ;  "  and  as 
I  am  a  poor  man,  I  hope  you  will  buy — very 
cheap — a  little  girl,  wi  big,"  measuring  about 
four  feet  from  the  ground,  "  and  only  eighty 
rupees.  She  ismy  flaughter,  and  my  only  child." 
"  What!"  iolerrupted  I,  "sell  the  obly  child 
you  have  T"  "  I  must  live,"  was  his  laconic 
answer,  given  with  the  most  perfect  Mtngfrmi. 
"She  is  the  prettiest  girl  in  the  village,**  con- 
tinued he,  urging  the  bargain,  *'  and  as  I  cannot 
afford  to  liave  Iter  married,  I  muat  »cU  Her.'' 
tie  said  in  excuse,  that  it  waa  tlie  custom,  for 
they  had  more  women  in  their  villages  than  they 
knew  what  to  tin  witli — certainly  more  tlian  lb«y 
seemed  to  core  about. 

My  aervanu  have  tried  to  buy  a  Iamb,  while 
many  ore  frisking  ulwut,  but  the  villagers  refu«e 
to  part  wilh  them.     "  The  sheep  give  us  cloth- 
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inp,"  say  tbcy.  "  And  (be  won>cii,  I  suppose, 
WMir  it  out  (•"  said  I,  "  Snch  bat"— -very  true, 
was  the  reply. 

The  fair  *cx  U  indewl  but  little  npprrcmlcd, 
or  probKbly  I  should  say,  too  much  csilectiivct. 
for  earb  has  four  husbands  at  berlieck,  allhougb 
the  galtant  ihnt  submits  to  a  quarter  of  a  bcnrt 
can  scarctdy  value  the  possession.  Nu  nnndiir, 
however,  they  should  have  a  superfluity  of 
women;  yet  I  cannot  think  that  the  co«t  of 
maintaining  them  can  be  very  burthcntome,  for 
I  notice  ihat  after  tltcy  prepare  the  food  for  their 
lords  they  ul  quietly  on  one  side  till  their  hut- 
bands*  appetites  are  a])|>ea.ted,  anil  then  receive 
the  remaiBs,  which  come  to  them  sonietimea 
fearfully  reduced.  Th«jr  chitbes,  too,  are  the 
most  vhimsical  conlrivancea — too  light  indeed 
for  comfort  -  they  are  scarcely  enough  for  de- 
cency. Tbcy  iwem  to  wear  tbeni  till  ihey 
literally  drop  from  them,  never  wanhed  and 
ivcver  mendnl :  iJiey  are  mo*!  completely  things 
of  '*  shreds  and  pulcheii.'"  We  should  he  puzzled 
to  ktkow  how  they  could  get  into  them,  were  it 
sot  evident  that  they  neter  get  out  of  iheni : 
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thvy  hang  about  in  >uch  singular  tsngle*  snd 
cccenlric  festoons,  that  it  would  seem  a  mora 
simple  prooes*,  as  wtAl  »»  a  more  modc«t  v> 
rangement,  to  convert  a  net  into  a  cloak  or  pet- 
ticoat. A  sultan  of  tSc  East  once  censured  hii 
daughter  for  being  indeliaitcly  dres»d :  she  was 
covered  from  head  to  foot  with  forl^  folds  of 
Dacca  muslin.  Wbnt  would  he  have  said  bad 
his  empire  ext<-nded  to  Rcwaeen  ? 

To  conclude  my  story  of  the  father.  I  found 
that  he  had  kept  his  daughter  in  reserre  at  a 
short  distance  from  the  seat  of  conference,  and 
on  finding  his  persuasions  not  so  powerful  as  he 
anticipated,  suddenly,  to  overwhelm  me  at  once 
with  the  **  stage  efiVct,"  brought  her  bludiiiig 
lo  my  presence.  With  the  best  grace  I  oould, 
I  begged  her  to  excuse  me,  and  praying  that  the 
might  find  many  mountain  youths  in  her  u«n 
village  more  CAlculatcd  to  malie  her  happy,  bade 
farewell  to  the  merchant,  who  would  barter  his 
blood  for  gold,  and  llie  U»dy,  who,  to  say  truth, 
seemed  so  little  struck  by  the  interview,  thatsbc 
witit  smilingnwny,  "  nor  caM  one  lingering  looJt 
behiixl." 
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May  90th. — While  in  the  valley  of  the  Jumna 
«e  bsvc  been  rixited  by  liejtvy  nun  every  night, 
■nd  from  the  additional  weiglit  given  by  the 
wet  to  our  tents  we  are  forced  to  to»e  the  euol 
air  of  the  morning,  and  make  our  journey  after 
the  sun  has  been  long  enough  up  to  dry  the 
nturated  canvass.  In  tlic  narn>w  viilee  to  which 
our  route  is  now  confiocd,  we  arc  too  glad  to 
ncape  fTX>in  (hv  rays  of  a  nootidny  trnn  to  be 
induced,  ^i:n  by  the  freiih  beauties  that  present 
tbeinaelTes  at  every  step,  to  pursue  our  walk 
for  more  than  seven  or  eight  miles. 

We  sauntered  by  the  banks  of  the  rirer  till  we 
reached  a  wooden  bridge,  the  oubittantial  con- 
struction of  which  Kur])riMed  us  a  great  deal :  it 
was  the  fiml  effVirt  of  llie  Kajah  of  Triha,  and 
aernitid  to  be,  as  imieed  it  merited,  a  subject  of 
pride  to  hiit  liighitess'^  people.  Frames  of  wood 
plan.-d  one  alxivi-  itu:  other,  with  stones  between 
them,  each  overlajiping  from  the  lowest,  till  tin* 
upper  extended  a  third  of  the  way  across,  these 
battrcsaes  fcmned  the  supports  upon  which  tlie 
bridge  rested,  that  was  mode  of  thrcv  ihiii 
lilaabs  but  indilTcrcntly  fasIciH-d  togett»;r,  having 
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n  railing  on  each  side  of  ncarlr  four  feet  high  to 
protect  the  passengers.  Tbc  pUnks  were  ihia, 
and  their  action  eo  grcAt  a*  lo  tend  you  qnii^ 
ingo>'crwiih  the  uUnoat  danticity.  It  is  dov 
Dew  and  perfectly  safe,  but  when  time,  the 
destroyer,  ha*  laid  hix  fangs  upon  it.  unlets  lii& 
highness  be  public^i]iirited  enough  to  erect  awv 
tber,  1  foresee  the  fall  of  many  a  weary  pilgrin, 
who  perhaps  may  deem  himself  favoured  in 
meeting  with  such  a  fate. 

We  have  pitched  our  tenia  in  a  grove  of  flf^ 
trees  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  and  doic  to  the 
water's  edge,  for  the  volley  has  dow  narrowed 
to  a  glen,  closed  by  the  snows  of  Bunder  Puch. 
which  rise  like  u  ninrblc  pillar  to  bound  the 
icnic.  The  village  of  Nanguan  staodK  on  the 
opposite  shore,  and  the  mountain  beliind  divides 
lliL-  .lumna  from  the  Ganges,  and  its  sumiait 
commands  a  view  of  both  :  they  are  only  eight 
miles  aMinder,  and  happy  is  llie  UimJoo  who 
gaxcs  on  each  frvm  that  elevated  position.  The 
village  uf  Cunda  stands  near  (he  highest  point, 
and  give*  it*  DOioe  to  the  mountain,  at  the  lout 
of  which  n»K*  a  tipring  of  clear  water,  tiie  source 
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choked  up  with  lilies.  The  Iliudoos  imagine 
it  u>  be  the  »cred  river  itsdr,  that  fliiws  under 
ihe  hill  to  this  point,  sod  vc  found  two  brahmins 
htthtn^  and  praying  ra  it,  under  that  happy 
iMiuJon — for  happy  it  certain))-  i»  to  lUc  pilgriai 
vhoae  strength  will  not  pcmiil  hioi  to  traverse 
the  hill  fur  thai  praiKcworthy  purpose. 

Nanguan  traa  blc*>M]  i»  the  golden  age  bj 
being  tbe  residence  of  a  nio«t  devout  man— ^ 
DOtorioua  saint — wbooe  name  it  a  scarcely  worth 
remembering.  Kvery  day  of  his  life  he  was  in 
the  habit,  after  having  |.H>rfumied  his  ablutions 
in  tbe  Jumna,  of  traversing  the  steep  mountain, 
to  repeat  hia  devotions  in  the  Ganges  or 
Bhagiratht.  As  at  length  he  grew  old,  m  even 
Hindoo  sainta  will  do,  he  found  that  although 
his  faith  continued  unflinching,  his  limbs  could 
scarcely  bear  hint  over  the  accustomed  ground. 
One  scorching  day,  so  the  story  goes,  he  luul 
just  strength  suificient  to  bring  him  to  the  t-pol 
where  this  holy  pool  now  is.  He  threw  himself 
oa  the  ground,  and  said  with  a  Mgh,  "Alas! 
that  tbe  Ganges  jiboulil  be  n>  far  ofl*.  O  ihut 
it  oould  come  to  me,  for  I  fear  I  never  shall  lee 
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ft*  iocKtl  Htreain  again  !"  Immcdintcly.  to  re- 
ward Midi  lon^  wkI  exemplary  ccrrioc,  this 
water  pilgrim,  though  far  difTeront  tlic-  cause, 
it  performed  its  stihterranean  journey  like  ano> 
ther  AlplteuR,  rushed  front  under  the  mountain, 
like  the  saint,  no  doubt,  averse  to  pass  over  it, 
and  addressing  the  old  roan,  told  him  that  hi* 
prayers  uiul  nblutioiiH  would  be  as  efficacious 
when  performed  here  as  in  the  highc&t  of  the 
five  Pravaga ;  and  that  he  would  continue  to 
flow,  fur  his  sake,  to  benefit  future  generations. 
My  followers,  two  of  wltom  came  from  the 
province  of  OriBsa,  and  not  verj'  far  from  Jugger- 
naut, were  evidently  unpre|>ai'ed  for  Mich  a 
miracle,  but  their  fnith  on  tIR  dtacovery  wa* 
worthy  of  the  mont  self-torturing  Vogee.  They 
forgot  their  sorrows  and  their  sufferings  in  their 
delight  ut  meeting  the  adored  Ganges,  and 
bathed,  and  pruyed,  and  drank,  till  they  were 
fairly  exhausted  ;  and  although  we  were  not  to 
quit  the  neig)ibourhcH)d  of  the.Iumna  for  several 
days,  they  carried  bottles  of  the  water  with  ihem, 
declaring  ihai  no  river  or  spring  in  the  world 
euuld  produce  iuch  a  drau^t.     Whether  it  be 
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taend  or  not,  liowev«r,  I  mutt  acid  my  testi- 
mony in  its  favour — it  was  the  moat  oool  ant) 
(Uicious  water  I  ever  tasted. 

In  this  holy  spot — for  what  is  so  pure  that  it 
ha^  not  some  alloy  ! — wt  have  been  assailed  by 
the  furious  little  insects  I  hnw  already  mciv- 
tionedt  with  even  greater  viruleiKv  than  at  Tulli. 
The  Ttllagt^ni  liave  perMiaded  my  aervants,  who 
■re  positively  wasting  away  with  their  tortures, 
to  plaster  themselves  over  with  tiiqientinc  and 
booey,  and  they  have  adopted  the  preseriptioii 
with  sueh  seal,  that  they  appear  perfectly  coated 
with  the  unsavoury  compound.  I  am  obliged  to 
bear  it  with  all  the  tirmness  I  can  collect,  and  have 
this  consolation,  that  if  we  loio  ourtelves  in  the 
mountains,  we  ■hall  l>e  eniiily  »cvt)ted  to  our  luir. 

The  com  is  ripe  around  u^  and  tin-  ren{K-rs 
are  making  their  liarve^tl.  They  are  fre<{uently 
obliged  to  throw  ilowii  the  sickle,  while  they 
dance  about  in  agony  from  the  stings  of  their 
iDdcfatigable  tormentors.  The  legs  of  ihs 
women  are  hare,  while  the  men  wear  panta- 
loons; but  both  sexes  have  a  largi-  cloth  folded 
tbdr  faces,  merely  leaviug  room  for  the 
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ryes  to  )>eep  through.  They  expose  as  little  of 
the  person  as  possible  while  worlang  in  the 
fields,  for  there  the  insects  are  most  numerous; 
yett  with  ercry  precaution,  ihcy  find  it  impocstbie 
to  cfCMpc.  As  for  myself,  I  am  nearly  mad  wttb 
the  tonnent ;  though  clothed  from  head  to  foot. 
I  cannot  rest  a  moment.  Tb«  miK-ry  of  a  firrt 
landing  in  CalcuUa,  in  the  height  of  the  summer, 
with  all  the  bloom  of  youth  about  you,  with  do 
curtains — I  talk  of  the  army  only — and  a  baid 
couch  in  a  barrack-room  in  Port  William, 
where  the  hum  of  the  luusquitoes  i»  more  ap- 
palling than  the  roaring  of  the  tiger,  is  luxuiy 
compared  with  th«  sufferings  of  tboae  wbo 
pause  at  Tulli  and  its  neighbouring  wocxlfc 

May  31st.— At  daylight  wcleft  the  miracu- 
lous pool,  and  soon  coninH'nced  Ihe  accent  to 
Cootivoor,  whidi  in  I«»  tlian  four  hours  we 
reaclictl,  having  climbed  up  a  ktccp  and  rugged 
hill.  It  is  a  neat  and  clean  village,  placed  in 
a  little  vale  above  the  Jumna,  enclosed  by 
mountains,  and  so  etoaely  bounded  by  ibcin, 
that  its  inhabitants  need  not  know  there  is  a 
world  beyond,  for  they  can  scarcely  get  to  it. 


DkEAS   OF   THB    PKASAMTKT. 


279 


The  Talky  i*  atiiniaUtl  aiuJ  f;ny ;  the  vomen 
ve  rrapiDg  and  ibc  men  ploughing;  for  the 
plough  follow*  the  idckle  immedmlclir,  and  the 
«ow«r  (he  plough  ;  uid  at  this  moment  all  th«ae 
occupations  are  busily  carried  on. 

Thr  peoplu  have  a  less  picturesque  appearance 
than  in  the  first  ranges  of  the  hilU ;  the  men  and 
voniea  arc  dressed  nearly  alike,  nnd  always  in  a 
dark  grey  mixture;  Ihv  latter  do  not  wear  the 
long  plaited  tail  o(  hair,  hut  cut  it  clo9c,aiKJ  cover 
it  with  a  diny  cloth— for  1  never  yet  have  had 
thegoodfortuiH' tonH-ctwithacWanone:  a  frock 
reaching  down  to  the  knee*,  oimJ  ujwn  at  the 
bcaoca  ia  their  only  garnwnt ;  its  sleeves  arr 
long,  with  a  cut  on  the  mdde  Just  below  the 
iboulder,  through  which  they  thrust  their  arms 
when  they  work,  the  slewe  banging  loosely  be- 
hind ;  a  rope  forms  thv  girdle,  into  which  they 
stick  a  curved  knife,  which  answers  for  cutting 
any  thing — wood,  or  com,  or  the  throat  of  a 
goat.  The  men  are  altircd  exactly  in  the  same 
manner^  with  the  addition  of  a  pair  of  ponta- 
loooL  In  ll)e  villages  above  this,  their  clothe* 
are     principally    mule ;     my    guide    uf    this 
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moTDtng  begged  me  to  give  him  a  great  deal  of 
money,  i»  he  termed  it,  to  buv  his  wife  a  dnxt. 
He  Mid  that  he  must  bring  her  one ;  for  if  Iw 
retumi:^  witiu)ut  it,  »bc  hod  thnratened  to  run 
away  and  live  with  mnhv  swajii  who  would  be 
more  attentive  to  her  wardrobe.  He  smilitl 
when  he  t<^  us  bis  dilemma,  and  did  cot  seem 
very  much  appalled  at  the  prospect  of  thi-  elope- 
menL  It  would  be  a  pity  tiiat  such  n  holy  tie 
should  be  dissolved  for  want  of  a  petticoat,  aod 

we  did  all  we  could  towards  strengthening  ihi 
knot. 

We  met  with  a  great  many  black  partridge*; 
and  although  the  labour  was  severe,  we  were  for- 
tunate enough  to  give  a  few  to  our  larder-  I 
do  not  talk  very  like  a  sportsman,  but  every  miu 
was  a  mon;  serious  matter  than  the  mortificatioa 
of  a  bad  shot.  Our  sheep  luid  become  skeletons, 
and  our  jmidtry  were  all  dead,  I  was  almost 
obliged  to  seize  rroiri  the  natives  what  1  wanted 
to  buy,  and  furre  i1h>  money  into  their  handx; 
a  few  brace  of  jiartridges,  therefore,  ai  fat 
as  potsihle  were  no  mean  addition  to  the 
tabic.     We  halted  a  day  for  the  purpoae  of  etw 
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jojTttg  the  sport  af^tn,  and  alt  the  men  and  hoys 
in  the  village  UAemhlMl  tti  bent  the  woods  for 
ut.  To  them  it  was  the  UneM  *|Kirl  in  tlie  worldi 
uid  the  fall  of  a  bird  was  hailed  with  a  >hciut 
that  made  the  mountains  echo. 

May  £)rd. — We  have  found  oursclwa  ta  eom- 
pletdjr  unong  wild  and  nearly  ira practicable 
pasK*  to-day,  that  it  i«  very  obvioiiK  (lie  source 

I  of  the  Jumna  is  not  far  from  u».  AVe  have  four 
arduous  juumeya  yet  in  prospeet,  however,  and 
tU,  I  am  assured,  wonw  than  the  scramble  of 
this  morning.  After  crosfiing  the  Jumna  by  one 
of  the  wicker  bridges,  we  climbed  up  a  hill  by  s 
|iath  of  loose  stone,  the  river  foaming  a  little 
below  us.  It  is  exceedingly  rapid,  and  its  rise 
very  pem-pliblc ;  it  ilanheit  over  large  rocks  with 
a  lremet>dou«  noise,  makiog  a  fall  sometimes  of 
teveral  fcfl ;  and  close  to  where  we  are  en- 
camped is  a  beautiful  cascade  uf  at  least  ten 
yards  in  height.  The  space  which  we  occupy  is 
bounded  on  one  side  by  a  thick  jungle,  and  on 
crery  other  by  high  mountains.     Khunsala  was 

I  nesriy  the  most  distant  spot  to  which  the  Gborkas 
reached. 


2S2  COUSSE   OP   THE  JVUSa. 

An  action  was  fought  on  the  plain  we  luv  in, 
tbough  I  fancy,  from  th«  different  ualurv  of  tlw 
combutsntu,  nut  a  very  desperate  one;  and  near 
it  arv  *t)ll  the  remains  of  a  fortress.  For  the  first 
time  for  many  days  we  have  escaped  the  stinging 
insects ;  nnd  wc  find  it  so  much  cxwicr,  although 
ttill  oil  the  banks  of  the  river,  that  our  aaocot 
must  be  as  grval  as  it  has  been  sudden.  VMt(r> 
day  thv  tlKimomrtt-r  at  noon  was  82°;  to-day. 
in  a  much  mart  conl!iH-d  sititntinn,  it  is  TO*. 

May  24ih, — It  is  very  fortunate,  that  as  oar 
labours  >ntFea«)e,  *'>do  our  itpiritM.  The  prospect 
of  gaining  the  source  of  a  river  mu%t  rvcr  be  an 
exciting  one,  and  throughout  my  life  I  haTc  fcit 
a  sort  of  veneration  for  the  fountains  that  gin 
birth  to  them.  It  would  be  vain  to  eodeanwr 
to  paint  my  fccUngs  on  ttrcing  the  Jumna  now 
narrowing  into  a  litllr  ntrcamW,  that  a  fr« 
months  before  I  hod  admired  sweeping  put  the 
cities  of  Delhi,  of  Agra,  and  of  Allahabad !  I 
am  not  surprixed  that  the  simple  superstition  ot 
the  Hindoo  should  give  to  it  a  sarrcd  character, 
and  derm  it  a  meritorious  pilgrinuge,  wlieo  I 
remenibcr  how  a  prouder  nutiun  toils  otct 
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Kris  U>  worship  at  a  htiniBn  shrine,  and  a  C'hris- 
two  coualr;  place  implicit  faith  in  the  eJBcacy 
of  a  joumej  to  our  **  Lady  of  Lon-tto." 

After  quitting  Kliontala  we  crowed  over  a  high 
itaoy  mountain,  covered  with  a  thick  wmmI.  We 
deseended  occasionallv  to  pafis  over  (he  Jumna, 
and  then  proceeded  bv  its  banks :  it  rises  moat 
apparently,  and  grows  always  more  rapid  and 
more  noisy.  We  passed  a  village  named  Rana, 
an  cxtrant^y  neat  one;  the  houses  of  stone, 
roofed  with  shingles ;  and  about  a  mile  further 
finished  our  dny'«  journey  at  Barree.  This  aI»o 
if  a  neat  place,  and  the  great  difference  in  the 
mte  of  the  crops  gives  n  proof  of  the  sitdden 
atccnt  from  our  last  day's  resting  place.  In  Khon- 
Mla  the  com  was  cut,  und  here  it  is  quite  green. 
The  faces  of  the  hills  are  covered  with  a  quan> 
tity  of  red  spinach,  (chuar,)  which  gives  a  pretty 
as  well  as  wingtihir  ajipvarance  to  the  nioiintainsL 
We  found  also  •ome  potatoes ;  they  were  small, 
t>ut  of  good  flitvour.  Sotne  natives  had  learned 
the  use  of  tliis  vegetable  in  Simla,  Iwrdering  on 
the  plains,  aiKl  bad  endeavoured  to  cultivate  it 
here.    It  was  a  happy  day  to  my  poor  itervauts. 


SSi 


MAMUPACTVUB    Or    CLOTH. 


who  had  beeo  long  without  vcgct&bles,  and  the 
chuar  nsa  soon  thinned  by  thiMD,  while  we  a»- 
dftted  in  consuming  the  pvtAtovs. 

At  Kans  and  thi«  villAgip  «  great  dral  of  cl 
is  made.  The  women  arc  not  coiploji-ri  in  this 
work,  and  ocry  ntan  malci.-* for  hiiitM^ir  a> mud) 
■s  his  own  *h«.-<-]i  will  give  him,  in  the  «imp1«*t 
way,  in  front  of  hj«  own  door.  A  riltager  nevrr 
moves  witliout  his  dii-tafT,  and  a  little  basket  on 
bis  arm,  which  ccHitains  his  wool ;  and  aa  he 
walks  along,  be  spins  his  thread ;  even  wben 
carrying  loads  ihey  are  thus  accompanied,  and 
appear  in  consequence  never  to  be  idle.  It  it 
strange  to  meet,  in  these  wild  passes  <*)lh  men, 
each  sturdy  enough  to  make  a  Hercules,  anocd 
witi)  a  distaifand  a  work-basket.  We  find  the 
thermometrr  rttliicwl  at  noon  to  66",  the  wea- 
ther still  continuing  nMoarkably  line. 

May  36th. — We  jMswed  a  strrjun  this  mom* 
ing  that  runs  into  ihe  Jumna,  and  falls  from  a 
neighbouring  mountain,  and  soon  after  fording 
il,  ascended  a  higb  hill,  by  what  I  might  rail  a 
ladder  of  stone ;  it  was  a  severe  struggle,  and 
led  Ibrough  a  wood  of  pines,  with  a  great  quan- 
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tity  of  rhiMludeiiclroQ  in  fluncr. 
croMcd  the  JuniDa  wh«re  it  is  very  rapid,  in- 
ilecd  where  it  may  be  tenned  «  cataravt,  by  a 
vicker  bridge.  We  hod  to  Bcramble  up  a  slip, 
pery  rock  and  stidc  down  a^n  before  we  reached 
the  bridge,  and  to  repeat  the  Game  process 
after  baving  paMod  it.  The  natives  invariably 
fTKt  their  bridges  over  a  torreul,  wliere  a  fall 
«ould  ensure  itestructioD  i  for  this  reason,  ibai 
tbry  can  only  in  such  parts  get  sufficient  clear 
l|Moe  from  side  to  side.  It  behoves  the  traveller 
to  have  steady  nerves  who  cni«»c»  ihcse  torrents, 
alnunt  "  by  the  unstcadfast  touting  of  a  s|Kar," 
Cor  the  bridges  are  sometimes  scarcely  niucli 
belter. 

Wc  have  snow  to  day  before  and  twhind  us; 
thai  befcffe  is  perpetual,  the  otlier  witl  im-lt,  but 
is  now  very  thicb.  We  frequently  pa&s,in  our 
daily  journeys,  lorrentsof  water  rushing  through 
defts  in  ibe  rocks  or  mountains  in  great  force 
to  feed  the  Jumna.  At  Khonsula  the  therniu- 
meter  fell  thirteen  decrees  below  tlie  teoipeni- 
turv  of  ibe  air  to  the  bed  of  the  rivtr,  from  G4 
10  SK 
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Wc  are  tncainpwi  to  d«y  on  the  b«oks  oSiht 

Iriver,  and  below  n  villagecaU<^  Bunaasa.   The 

irivcr  spreads  a  great  deal  in  this  Kpot,  uid  i^  Dot 

[therefore  so  rapid.     The  aceoer)'  around  ts  of 

tile  wildest  description.  A  sort  of  basin  isfoni>< 

ed  betwocc  two  mountains,  about  a  buDdred 

yards  bdiind  my  tent,  and  from  a  ckft  in  one 

of  lliem,  from  n  lidglit  of  rigtitj  feet,  falls  a  tr» 

I  mcndous  body  of  water  witliout  any  ibing  to 

l-break  it;  the  river  which  it  forms  runs  with 

It  rapidity  into  the  Jumni.     Thousands  of 

^pigeons  build  their  nests  in  the  rocks  arouod. 

This  h  the  most  magnificent  spot  imaginable: 
!  wcrv  it  placed  in  any  kingdom  of  Europe,  what 
\  cTowdii  would  flock  to  «.■«  it !  From  the  baie  of 
tlie  opposite  mountain  flows  a  suvain  of  hot 
water  which  mixes  with  the  little  river;  the 
quantity  is  Hiiall,  but  the  heat  of  it  is  verj 
grcsl ;  I  could  not  keep  my  hand  in  it  a  ow- 
menl.  It  has  nothing  particular  in  the  taste, 
but  I  observe  that  it  has  diicotoured  the  Uonca. 
changing  them  from  white  to  a  deep  yellow. 
The  Uindoosworsliipin  this  spot;  and  certainly, 
to  keep  the  hand  or  foot  any  time  immersed  in 
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p  it,  would  be  n  rcry  mlinfaclory  trial  of  foTtitude 
•nd  faith.    Th«  ihermnnHtn-  McnmI  ,it  1 44^  when 

IpUoed  in  the  neamt  part  of  the  hoi  *])ring  to 
itsiuuc  fnnn  lh«  ruek. 
A>  uniooms  have  beeo  supposed,  if  they  really 
do  exUl,  to  have  their  habilatious  ntnonf;  thcK 
hilU,  either  on  the  Indian  side  or  on  llie  opposite 
one,  we  could  not  be  indiflcrent  to  ihe  cireum- 
etance,  nor  cold  aliiiut  the  poft.>dhiliiy  of  gaining 

■  ftpevp  at  such  an  exlraordioarj  phenomenon. 
^\'bei>erer  tre  found  intelligent  people  we  queft- 
tiooed  them  minutely  upon  the  probability  of 
Hicb  a  piece  of  good  fortune,  but  nothing  ntiw- 
bctory  were  we  able  lo  clkil  fripin  our  tnquiriea. 

I  At  kitgth,  at  thi>  piuce  we  met  «  villager  whow 
trplic*  to  our  cnwi.exatnination  gare  ho  much 
hopes,  that  we  felt  quite  elated  at  the  prospect 
of  beholding  the  long-tooki-d.for  animol.  "  A 
bjgbcoat,"  Mid  lie,  "quite  mad  wiih  wieked- 
iwsC}C<Mn«»  very  ofteii  at  night  out  of  the  woodt, 
aDd  rushing  into  the  Aelds,  tears  up  the  grain, 
and  roars  in  such  a  niunner,  tliat  he  makes  us  all 
tremble."  "  Has  he  horti*  ?"  we  bolh  exclaimed, 
"  A  tremendous  one  T  was  the  reply.     "  One 
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?"  "  Only  ooe,"  contiautd  the  mma,  quit* 
delighted  with  the  interest  «e  fMRi«d  to  take  in 
narrative,  "and  that,  O!  a  terrible  one:" 
stretching  out  his  arms  to  show  the  length  of  it 
He  is  sure  to  comi:  into  such  a  field  before  nud- 
nigliL  Wc  moKnl  to  watch  for  him,  and  en- 
gaged our  informant  to  keep  us  company. 
\  It  was  a  fine  rainy  night,  and  the  wind  wu 
howling  through  the  woods  in  a  manner  fearful 
cnougli  to  have  tempted  the  heroine  of  a  nv 
mancc  abroad.  Before  nine  o'clock  we  wetv  at 
our  po«ta,  am)  planting  ourM-lvn  beneath  an 
uverlianging  crag  of  great  height  and  wildnnt, 
ithin  sight  of  the  destined  arena,  and  wilhin 
sound  of  a  mighty  cataract,  we  sat  with  our  gua-. 
bv  our  sides,  and  a  couple  of  flasks  to  fortify  us 
against  :l»c  cold  and  the  rain,  like  bandits  watu 
itig  for  their  prey.  It  was  juiU  hghi  enough  to 
gin  double  size  to  erery  object,  and  the  waving 
of  the  trees  never  failed  to  make  us  startle, 
while  the  crackling  t^  the  branches  that  yielded 
to  the  stonn,  threw  us  into  the  most  fcveridi 
exctteinent.  "  How  shall  we  secun-  tlw  anU 
msi  ?  or  if  tre  kill  him,  bow  gel  bioiMuficd  and 
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bear  his  boacs  to  England '("  were  (he  ques- 
tjons  vre  continually  askwl  each  other;  then, 
like  the  milk-maid  in  the  fable,  revelled  in  the 
fields  of  fancy,  till  quite  lost  in  Epectilation  upon 
tJte  advflntagcs  that  would  attend  eo  glorious  a 
discovery. 

Midnight  at  length  arrival,  uiid  our  |)alioncc 
wiw  nut  exhsiixtbd  :  Mill  the  wind  and  the  rnin 
oMitinuetl.  At  length,  just  a  little  bt:fi>re  day- 
light, we  heard  a  heavy  racing  above  tis ;  for 
the  rock  beneath  which  we  were  sitting  project- 
ed from  an  abutment,  as  it  were,  to  a  wide  tcr^ 
race.  We  rose  in  agony  ahnost,  froni  expects 
tion ;  and  stood  ready  to  confrxmt  the  monster, 
lltat  through  otir  endeavours  was  no  longer  to 
lltve  in  fable  alone !  It  was  pitch  dark  nn<l  blow- 
[ing  a  hurricane;  the  undernoud  above  uh  wa« 
cmckling  Itefore  the  pretuiurc  of  (tome  large  an!- 
[mal,  which  evidently  approached  us.  Without 
I  rivctted  upon  the  brow  of  the  crag  wc  hnd 
silting  under,  we  stood,  with  cocked  guns 
•iid  iM-nling  hearts,  when — "  Ho!" — a  lutid  cry 
from  our  lutivv  cooipaniuu — "  there  lie  goes .'" 
VOL.  I.  0 
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iftti  fullowed  l>y  a  heavy  sound,  a*  of  ibe  sprii^ 

'  a  horse— and  there  he  wcni,  most  assuredly, 

ilhoitt  even  giving  us  the  gratiBeaiioa  that  tbr 

traviJlcr  nceirnl  from  the  disappearance  cI  tbc 

"  Stout   GcntlemaD,"   after   haring,   like  faian, 

jnased  a  night  of  restless  curiodty.     The  hiU- 

iHMD  bad  u-cn  little  more  than  ounclt-es,  and 

|tx>uld  not  say  whether  it  was  the  very  be«sl  we 

rere  in  wait  for,  tit  kmih;  other  less  furmid^ilc 

Valid  K%s  di-sirable.     I  have  no  doulit  myself  that 

^t  was  one  of  the  large  ellu,  (the  molir  of  tbor 

iiiouiitains,)of  which  we  had  already  seen  terenl- 

Jiey  are  maj^iflcenl  creatures,  and  mi  U^,  that 

[they  appear,  when  rushing  across  your  path, 

fully  as  terrible  as  an  unicorn  itself  could — very 

timid,  however,  like  other  wild  deer,  ih^r  tun 

rodod  and  gmzc  on  you, in  fear  and  IrembUng,  tbt 

moinenl  they  havepassed.    Itseemed  too  vanton 

to  ahoot  ao  beautiful  an  animal :  to,  although  we 

had  many  opportunities,  w«  preferred  adtnirii^ 

ihctn  from  a  little  distance,  to  gaining  a  ncaivr 

examination  at  ifae  expense  of  their  livea. 

Such  gigantic  inluibilnnts  arc  proper  to  aotie> 
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loendous  arepon :  and  it  U  difficult  to  describe 
ihe  gnad  effect  of  meeting  vitb  tlieui  in  itic 
gUiriouft  woods  they  iobabit. 

Not  over  wpU-pU'AM'd  with  nur  niglit's  ctitciv 
uinnwnt,  wc-  returned,  wet  nnd  fatigued,  to  t»ur 
(cnl»;  and,  I  think,  a  little  aHlinined  at  some 
cockney  simplicity  that  may  be  delected  in  our 
adventure,  if  it  deserve  that  name.  Tlie  niouii- 
lainccr  vbo  had  been  the  cause  and  partaker  of 
it,  was  very  well  pteaoed  with  a  small  reward  for 
his  a^istance ;  and,  although  mar«-elling  much 
St  the  whim  irf  our  proceedings,  as  I  guessed 
from  the  mnnncr  in  uhteh  he  related  it  to  his 
brother-villagers,  would  have  had  no  objection 
to  share  in  sueh  nocturnal  amusement  very  fre- 
qoently.  Uis  companions  were  as«cTnble<l  round 
Um.  near  our  tent,  aixl  cvirry  nr»w  and  tlicn,  in 
tile  midiit  of  hix  luirrrttiun,  looked  up  to  us  with 
unfeigited  astonishment.  "  What  does  it  all 
inean.^"  was  written  plainly  in  every  eye;  and 
ve  gained  much,  in  llieir  estimation,  by  th« 
myitvry  in  which  our  doings  were  wrapped. 
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CIIAPTKR  IX. 


Cunali — Mf.  PiDKcr  init  iLx  Brshnin — Pilf ri— j^i  in  Jb»- 
uouici — Gnitta^DcjMKtuT*  Cot  fiiiiniiwij     rinw  fiwi 
Uo|[*^lla]l  of  tlis  Snuum* — Mounuin  unit  —liii    Tim 

('Htllp — T'liHir  Rrllgiun — Ma|:Dilir*nl  \irv  botn  Ae  i^iaii 


Mav  26lh — ^We  are  now  at  Cunali,  ttH:lir<t 
liirniau  liabitation  past  v/hkh  (be  Jumiu  flnwt. 
It  is  situated  in  a  dclij>litfu1  and  extensive  valW, 
and  our  camgi  i»  pllclicd  aroong  ipricot  tTe«». 
Vester<lay.  at  Banaxu,  it  rained  almovt  all  da; 
long,  mill  we  found  it  the  coldest  place  we  luul 
been  in.  By  d;i_v  the  thennometer  varitti  fnan 
&&>  to  60",  and  at  night  it  fell  below  50°.  With 
siicb  a  cliiiiflle,  we  had  an  agreeable  walk  to  tbit 
"  Ultima  Thule :"  here  we  arc  motv  coofincd. 
aud  it  i*  considerably  wanner.    The  «'a)e  is  aur- 
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rounded  by  nwuntatns  covered  vtth  snow.  Diiii- 
dcrpucb  and  Dootie,  vhere  the  Jumna  tim^, 
bound  it  on  (he  north;  and  on  the  south,  ea«I, 
and  vrcfit,  are  peak*  of  tniow.  I  write  this  by 
mnonlight,  on  the  brightest  and  most  lovely 
night  poet  could  imagine.  If  I  were  to  nttcinpt 
to  paint  the  Kene,  I  should  run  the  risAi  of  won 
tiring  l(»t  in  '*  King  Canibyses'  vein/'  Ia-I  any 
uoc  imagine  the  moiit  beautiful  garden  in  Iii« 
rect^lection,  and  surround  it,  in  bis  fancVf  with 
«Tery  variety  of  hill,  covered  with  e^ery  variety 
of  irce ;  encircle  the  whole  with  the  highest  and 
■hitcst  of  the  Alps ;  and  let  a  river,  bounding 
mer  rocks,  run  through  it :  Id  him  choose  the 
night  of  a  full  moon,  and  go  and  sit  in  the  midst 
of  this  garden — alone — not  u  suuml  but  the  roar- 
ing of  the  water — no  xiglit  but  heuii-n  above, 
and  the  small  spare  which  be  only  M«mN  to  iiv- 
hahit— the  snow  that  eneMnpaM>v»  it  polished 
bke  pearl  in  the  mooiibrnm»— tbeii,  if  he  afixe 
and  give  no  better  description  of  it  than  I  linre 
ventured  to  do,  he  will,  perhaps  like  me,  pro. 
Bounce  it  indescribable. 
To-morrow  we  asceml  to  Jumnoutri,  and  I 
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■luot  aooie,  one  of  which  nearly  placed  nie  hor* 
Je  conUtat,  1  had  starlMl  «  bird  from  some 
dtsUoce;  ai>d  ss  it  flew  tiovily,  I  thought  I 
■bould  intercept  it,  by  posting  inytrlf  on  a  pro> 
jecting  crag.  With  great  diiRciilty  I  gained  the 
podtion ;  and  resting  my  fcxrt  on  the  stump  uf  a 
tree,  Oood  ready  for  ■  shot.  The  phcasam,  ag\ 
I  guesaed,  alighted  above  mc ;  and,  on  turning 
round,  my  rest  gare  way,  and  don  n  I  rolled, 
dragging  the  man  who  attended  mc  in  my  fall. 
The  bird,  astoni^ed,  as  well  he  tnight  have  been, 
ran  to  the  point  of  the  crag,  to  ascertain  what, 
''of  all  tlie  birds  in  the  air,"  could  have  made  mi 
*uddeD  an  apparition.  It  was  a  fatal  curiosity; 
for  tbe  gun  went  oS",  and  depositing  some  grains 
of  abot  in  tbe  billman's  leg,  who  waa  rolling 
after  me,  scaled  the  doom  of  the  poor  pheasant. 
It  was  a  lucky  accident,  too.  Tor  me;  for  the 
man,  who  was  close  above  mc  at  the  time,  hod 
jurt  contrived  to  stop  himself;  and  catching,  »ud- 
denly  at  the  muzzle  of  the  gun,  on  feeling  the 
shot,  stayed  me  also  in  my  counw.  He  was  not 
much  hurt :  ai>d,  on  bearing  the  prize  into  the 
camp,  in  relating  tbe  story,  sci-mod  to  forget  his 


mcaietA  mthrlj,  Bnd.  I  doubl   n(>t,  R^tr  mc  a 
fint-ratr  cturactrr  for  «  "fljring  shot." 

I KHB  duKOTcrwt  that  our  fw  would  br  pn^ 
^■ioPi  iodccd,  if  «e  IruMei)  to  [ihi'SMnli  and 
pvtridgcs^ — webadraet  with  twodiscripluiniof 
both — tbeBoo(wlsBdlbelnraedphea3«nt,a«v(^0 
a*  At  black  and  rcdJc^gcd  partridge ; — ao,  ia 
despair,  altadt^  tbe  harmless  pijieons  that  cooed 
aboat  the  trees  ander  vhkb  «e  vere :  it  vis 
too  iBtidi  like  tbe  caricatures  of  West  India 
flwler  ibooting ;  but  wc  wen:  not  displeased 
al  bdag  able  to  trsoifrr  man;  of  ihem  to  ptes, 
waA  coaiawwEtic*  bnoming  liif;hly  iiiiiaMij 
**  NotUag  tor  dinner  to-day,  »ir,"  was  the  fre- 
quent cotDiDcnociDeat  of  my  maifre  iTAotfl* 
lyplicalioo  for  advire  upon  hisi  culinary  pro- 
tn£»gt.  **  FoUow  me  r  was  the  wril-knoan 
aaaww;  and  in  \'erv  little  more  than  aii  hour, 
tbe  pigevDs  then  fluttering  about  the  cliSs,  wcr 
brought  ro«i>t»]  to  mj  table. 

May  2T(b. — Abotit  seven  o'clock  this  rounung 
we  commcficcd  our  pilgrimage  to  (he  source  ot 
the  Jumna,  which  Urs  n«-arly  north  from  Cur- 
aala.    We  were  fuUuwcd  by  etrciy  nutb:  io  lb* 
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vilbigc,  with  niBoj  faquirs,  who  h»l  arrived  m 
lime  to  take  adrantagc  of  the  brahaiin's  attend- 
ance upoD  u«.  Our  own  train  of  uxty  or  se- 
vrnty,  jcnDcd  to  the  nutnhcr,  made  no  tnconei- 
dprabli-  addition.  Behold  ux,  then,  setting  forth, 
ih«  brahmin  in  front,  Bn<]  the  coolies,  for  the 
fimt  time  without  their  loails,  *'  right  glad  to 
mis*"  the  lumtirricig  of  the  tenlH,  t>li*ying  like 
children  behind  us.  Curiosity  and  devotion 
«TCtnt-d  to  form  the  incUicenients  of  the  party— 
which  predominated  I  will  not  say  ;  they  both 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  amply  gratifiMl. 
Otir  road,  if  I  may  tm  call  it,  vras  indi-inl  a  pn>- 
{K-r  climax  to  our  iMrformancex  hitherto;  we 
L'roKwd  the  river  nearlv  n  dozen  tiinex,  ft>>  great 
were  itii  winding*,  tiomL-limeH  by  wading  through 
it — and  bitterly  cold  it  was— «n<l  oecaMonally 
fay  trunks  of  tree!>  with  flat  atones  laid  u)>(in 
them  serving  for  bridges. 

Our  first  scramble  was  up  a  '*  hill  perpendi- 
cular," which  was  not  long  in  preK-ntJiig  I'lsetf 
toournolicc  A  great  part  of  it  was  effected 
u[ion  haiu]*  and  kiteet,  aixl  by  taking  advantage 
of  steps  formi-d  by  the  aecidentui  protru&ion 
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tkm^  tbe  cwth  of  tbc  roots  of  tnvs  ami  the 
dh«p  peiau  of  Manes.  On  reacbing  its  summit 
w*  found  it  wma  deemed  tbe  outer  bsrticr  to 
the  acnd  ipot,  and  a  unall  altsr  wu  cmlcd 
epoo  it.  It  «*>  indiffetvotly  sitmi]^  of  Iooh 
•Unr,  aad  •  fcv  nuambl;  canrcd  gods  werr 
ii^mttd  vttlim  it,  (o  whom  each  Hindoo  modr 
his  Aiiimct.  We  were  gUd  of  tbe  opportunity 
«f  gnma^  brath  that  an  vvm  spacp  aroutid 
aflofdcd  ;  aad  to  eili— WH  wa>  every  one  with 
tbc  snamble,  ibat  half  an  hour  had  i-lapscd  be> 
tore  the  hemvy  panting  of  tfac  party  subaded. 
The  bqutr*  plucked  the  flowm  from  the  tur- 
nMinHin^  dtododaidran,  and  laying  them  with 
a  idMBi  upon  the  altar,  pcrpand  to  set  fonb 


\Vc  doomded  the  otl>cf  side  of  ihij  hill  by 
naSarttrpi  to  iboM  wphatl  aacvndrd  by;  and, 
when  about  thirty  feet  from  the  bed  of  the 
river,  «c  toauA  a  novel  bath  in  tbc  tnmk  of  a 
tree  with  noldkes  in  it.  It  was  moat  ndtan- 
ligmiiiljr  Hlualcd  for  a  abuwefwbatfa,  beii^  >■- 
■M&ldy  under  a  waterfall,  which  pourcit  b 
coolurg  Mrtaois  opoa  as.  We  climbed  up  rock* 
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br  tbe  same  iogeoious  contrivance,  over  which 

•e  had  much  difficulty  in  walking,  and  similar 

jiMOt  brou^t  us  to  the  bottom  (tf  th«ni  again. 

Id  many  parts  the  mow  was  very  thick  ;  and, 

fliMcKing  acrma  the  river,  formed  marble  arch»'» 

fcrit  lo  flow  tinder.     By  these  beautiful  bridpi-s 

«vfnM)uimtly  [lasaed,  and  found  noUttlcRniiiM-- 

iKni  in  the  uliding  and  tumbling  they  gave  ri<u,- 

b    The  a&toniiihraent  of  my  Bengal  M-rvant-, 

*ho  had  never  seen  unow  but  on  the  high  p«aks 

many  thousand  feet  above  them,  was  beyond  nil 

ilncriptton   when  they   first  placed   their  fcvi 

upon  it. 

The  channrl  of  the  river  is  the  grandest  pay- 
able, but  from  its  being  m  narrow,  and  tht- 
nKiunta)n&  that  form  it  so  high,  we  could  see 
but  Uttlc  of  the  snowy  range.  An  occiuJonnl 
peep  of  Dootie  to  the  aouth,  a  little  of  Bunder- 
puch,  whence  the  Jumna  flows,  wa«  oil  of  that 
tntnendous  line  that  we  were  able  to  obtain  night 
of.  Many  streams  fall  from  the  hills  around, 
and  one  in  particular,  from  a  peak  on  tin*  lift 
hank,  called  Dumnier  Kuntcr,  runs  over  the 
(ace  of  a  nearly  perpendicular  rock,  froni  a 
height  of  full  two  hundred  feet. 
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At  length  we  reached  the  summit  of  our  la- 
bours; we  had  tracked  the  river  to  it«  ooTeru 
and  liui  all  further  trace  of  it,  as  veil  as  power 
uf  proctfcdtiig.  by  tlic  snow  that  choked  the 
vray.  Here  ihvn  we  at  last  stood  on  ttK-  thrv^h- 
old  of  eternal  mow  !  We  hitd  coiiic  unto  "  thai 
bourne  whence  no  traveller  retumt ;"  where  na- 
ture has  written  for  ever  with  adeath-cold  iund, 
*'  thus  far  shall  thou  go,  and  no  funber ! "  It  ia 
not  often  that  inan  has  ait  opportunity  of  reach- 
ing the  v^ry  verge  of  human  power,  axKl  on  uicfa 
an  event  I  hope  I  may  be  pardoned  for  display' 
ing  some  exultation.  The  coniwiuusne^v  of  hav- 
ing endured  a  little  to  aecompliali  it  may  heigh- 
ten the  feeling ;  and  although  I  have  to  boost 
that  in  common  with  M^temt,  I  must  reel  proud. 
m*  I  have  no  doubt  they  did,  at  having  gained 
the  source  of  the  Jumna. 

The  first  and  greatest  objcctof  curiosity,  both 
to  the  pilgrim  and  the  traveller,  is  the  hot  spring, 
li  rushes  through  an  «)HTltirc  in  the  rock  oS 
about  four  inch«»  in  circumference,  with  very 
gn-at  force  and  hiM.  In  the  vent  the  ther- 
ntonieter  jiIikkI  at  180":  about  a  fool  further, 
and  when-  tiie  water  bubbled  from  the  ground^ 


DOT  sritxos. 


301 


ud  was  a  lUtle  mtyre  exposed  to  the  air,  tlic 
■BoperatuK  was  160".      There  is  a  oonstiuit 
"nolie  ridng  lo  a  considerable  height.     So  won- 
■ifrful  a  phenomenon  as  boiling  water  un   tlu; 
«lp;  of  perpetual  snow,  was  very  likely  to  at- 
tract  the  dcTotion  of  the  Iliodooe.     They  dip 
tiiar  haittls  in  it,  and  pc-rforni  the  neecssary 
prayers  and  evolutions  about  it,  and  make  ulTer- 
^og»  of  mcmey,  the  perquisite  of  the  brahmin, 
if  they  can  afford  it.     I  propitiated  the  divi- 
nity of  till-  spnng  in  the  most  orthodox  manner, 
txad  had  soon  un  opportunity  of  seeing  it  Iraos- 
ferred  to  the  custody  of  the  high-priest- 

Close  to  the  bed  of  the  Jumna,  and  a  few 
feet  from  where  it  first  appears  from  beneath 
the  tnow,  another  small  stream  of  hot  water 
issues  from  the  rock,  and,  mixing  with  the  ri'^er, 
makes  a  delightful  tepid  bath,  in  wlijch  the 
devout  Dercr  fail  to  indulge.  During  Uu-ir  ab- 
lutions the  olSciating  brahmin  mutters  jirayi-rs 
for  their  salvation,  and  cimgrnttdutions  for  their 
baring  reached  *o  linlya  wpoL  I  joined  in  the 
tuthing,  and  was  included  in  the  prayer.  The 
water  was  exceedingly  cold,  for  I  first  jumped 
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into  titeriv<:rits^^f :  it  wasftbout  four  feet  deep, 
and  runtiiiig  witli  l)w  utmost  rapjdiij.  I  tboughl 
'I  had  bccu  dirid^l  in  two  nhen  I  nutdr  my  fint 
plunge,  aiid  wch  not  long  in  hoi^tetiiiig  to  ibr 
wann-batli.  So  gmit  an  advunt^ge  As  tl)i«  '"ipp? 
i\turp,  is  at(nbutt.tl,  Itkr  ihr  miraclr  of  lit 
ell  near  Nnnguan,  to  the  cHicary  of  the  pJctT 
of  soino  siiiiil,  and  I  verily  believe  tlie  same  oat 
for  whom  tin;  Gangw  tiM>\i.  «o  vcctniric  a  coune. 
He  u'Os  vt-ry  zealous  in  |>erfornitng  hi*  ablutiao* 
in  all  tlic  inoKt  »acred  rivers  and  fountain*  amon^ 
the  hills,  and  had  frequently  to  complain  of  tfarir 
intense-  cold  as  he  had  of  the  height  of  Cumls, 
when  the  IlhagiralM  rose  at  its  boae  to  indul^ 
him.  I'lit;  presiding  deity  of  one  part  of  thcae 
icy  waters  in  consideration  of  hi«  inBrmilin, 
and  in  reward  of  his  faith,  gave  hini  the  povtr 
of  causing  u  hot  spring  to  flow  froni  what^^rrr 
rock  be  happened  to  lean  ngain»t,  when  about 
to  perform  his  holy  rites.  Although  be  seem* 
to  have  used  the  gift  sparingly,  he  has  excrciwd 
it  judidoualy,  for  it  is  a  singular  feature  m 
theae  phenomena,  that  where  they  <lo  occar. 
they  are  hottest  in  the  coldest  and  most  elevated 
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srtuatiuos.  Thus  betneen  tlie  Kprings  of  fia- 
nMtt  and  Jumnontri  lh«re  U  a  diflcrmcc  in  the 
lcoi|)erature  of  40  degrees;  the  former  being 
tODsiderably  lower  in  its  po&ition  as  well  «s  in 
iU  warmtJi.  I  txsted  the  water,  but  could  tlift- 
ecrn  do  ]nnicu1ar  flavour  in  it ;  and  I  regix'l 
rtry  much  that  a  bottle  I  was  having  earned  uji 
far  the  purpose  of  bringing  eome  away,  suffer* 
cd  ID  the  scrambling  journey,  and  I  am  conse- 
quently prevrntct)  from  i^ubniitting  it  to  be  ana- 
lysed ;  though,  in  >o  doing,  [  sliould  do  nothing 
morr  than  uhat  1  bi-livve  hax  btwn  already  done. 
In  the  bed  of  the  river  the  mercury  sank  to  37''; 
ID  the  air,  and  placed  againnt  a  rock  exposed  to 
the  sun,  it  Mood  at  CSf. 

It  wu  Rouie  time  before  all  the  party  were 
prepared  to  descend  from  these  devout  legion*, 
to  undergo  the  fatigue  of  a  return,  which,  alaa ! 
proved  iQueh  more  severe  than  the  ascent :  the 
perpetual  sliding  down  the  snowy  bridges  we 
had  before  crawled  up,  with  every  other  diffi- 
culty reversed,  by  no  means  niadu  more  simple 
by  the  repetition ;  and,  indeed,  wl»at  can  be  ren- 
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dcTcd  easier  by  rending  it  backvAnls? — prored 
klut  it  is  nccctsary  Tur  a  traveller  tutlinv  mrstfr 
riouB  spou  to  be  nx  perfectly  iiuutc-r  of  rquili- 
briimia^a  ni|>i--<lati<vr,  to  be  able  to  poitt  hho- 
M-lf  with  skill  on  the  point  of  a  Motke  oo  oar 
fuol,  nhile  the  other  must  be  ready  (o  spring  to 
(the  root  of  a  tree,  round  tl»e  trunk  of  which  he 
mu&t  cling  like  a  monkc)',  lest  an  uofurtunate 
tremor  should  plunge  him  licadlong  ioto  soine 
yawning  gulph.  He  shotdd  be  eodowed  with 
(he  activity  of  a  kangaroo  and  the  adhesion  of  a 
lixard :  occasionally  tripping  over  frail  and  to(> 
teriog  bridges  with  the  lightness  of  CnmilU,  and 
then  steadying  himself  upon  his  staJT  with  the 
weight  of  Hercules  I 

In  these  regions  every  thing  that  is  imposing 
and  magiiilicent  is  united  with  the  simplest  ob- 
jects; while  we  gaze  with  wonder  at  the  stu- 
pendous crags  around,  we  roam  over  beda  of 
])ale  blue  violets;  and  strawberries  in  blossonn. 
thick  aa  daisies  on  an  English  meadow,  cover 
every  spot  of  grass  wc  mecl  with. 

It  was  crening  before  we  reached  CunaH 
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ugnin,  and  wr  nre  luckj  in  luviDg  aa  lovely  a 
night  as  the  latt.  During  the  {)ast  three  or  fuiir 
days  I  have  observed  the  swelling  of  the  throat, 
(die  goitre,)  Ki  nxnmon  to  all  elevated  positions^ 
very  gcneial  in  the  higher  part  of  these  hills. 
1  do  not  think  I  have  kcii  a  inan  fir  wonimi 
liihout  some  Uule  of  it  sinev  I  left  Khunsala, 
snd  in  maaj  it  is  much  larger  than  I  ever  re- 
member obeerving  it  in  the  Alp*.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  po«««9ors  of  it  conudi-r  it  a  beauty, 
but  the  women  decorate  ihemiiclvi,-?  with  us 
great  a  variety  of  necklaces  as  in  any  other  jtarl 
(if  the  Kast.  and  seem  at  any  rate  ])erfec(ly  uii- 
(unsctous  of  any  striking  defect.  Thej'  nttrihute 
it  to  drinking  the  snow-water,  and  it  is  strange 
(hat  it  should  only  he  found  in  places  where  such 
water  atone  can  he  obtained,  and  that  children 
never  exhibit  the  sUghlcst  appearance  of  it.  Of 
snow  the  people  are  so  fond,  that  they  loaded 
tbemselres  on  returning  from  Jumnoutri,  with 
large  masses  of  it,  for  the  purpose  of  eating : 
and,  io  winding  down  the  steep  paths,  the  lead> 
ing  men  could  hardly  keep  their  followers  from 
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ilf«ring,  although  likewise  loaded — tbey  seemed 
to  have  quite  a  childish  fondness  for  it. 

■■  From  whatever  cause  the  goitre  may  arise,  it 
is  a  pity  that  the  inhabitants  of  Cursalt  tbotiU 
have  such  an  addition  to  their  tigliness;  ibejt 
ant  not  that,  for  they  are  the  plaine&t  as  weB 
as  dirtiest,  that  wc  have  met  wirh.  I  mutx  not 
include  my  brahmin  guide  in  this  condt-mnntioa. 

^PBor  he  is  a  grand  exception.  I  have  added  lo 
hiH  string  of  n1edali^  by  flattening  a  bullet  anl 
scratching  my  name  upon  it :  and  as  it  is  hi* 
greatest  pride  to  accumulate  these  remembran- 
cers, it  already  hangs  round  his  neck. 

Slay  28th,  2!)lh.— The  monting  after  our 
descent  from  Jumnoutri,  we  returned  to  Banas- 
sa,  to  commence  a  now  route  ocrowt  the  inter- 
vening mountains,  to  the  more  celebrated  soum 
of  the  Ganges.  I  meditated,  when  I  began  m* 
interesting  tour,  to  pass  from  the  Jumna  to  ibc 
shores  of  the  Sutlcgc,  traversing  the  valleys  of 
lh«  Pauber  and  the  Tonse;  then  cnusing  the 
snoK-y  past  of  Burunda  into  Kunatcar,  conttBue 
my  track  till  the  jealousy  of  the  guardiaiu  of 
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tbp  cdestini  rmptiv  should  turn  me  hacii  Trom 
tlie  coofincs  of  Chinese  Tartary.  I  wavered  be- 
Iween  two  equally  attractive poinls:  Gungoutri, 
with  tlic  probability  of  being  able  to  reach  K^ 
liar  Nath  and  Badri  Natb — the  scnie«  of  thr 
taJdcstof  all  the  fatal  dcluwons  which  lend  their 
victims,  with  a  nobleness  worthy  a  better  cauxe, 
lo  perish  imserably— in-ighed  with  me,  from  the 
gratification  I  had  just  enjoyed  in  viewing  the 
lource  of  the  minor  river,  and  I  determined  to 
visit  it.  The  seasoa  being  yet  early,  and  the 
now  still  lying  io  great  depth  upon  the  hij^hcr 
ridges,  I  was  obliged  to  forego  the  difficult  pa.s- 
Mtgc  of  the  range  nearest  the  mighty  barrier  of 
everlasting  xnow. 

The  rumour  of  my  intention  to  attempt  it 
cauHftl  a  nitilioy  in  my  camp  that  threatened  Io 
leave  me  to  punue  my  way  with  my  knapaock 
on  my  baek  ;  a  general  "  strike"  was  declared 
on  the  moment  I  had  fixed  for  dcixirltire.  It 
was  some  time  tieforc  I  cotild  pvrstuide  my  niu^ 
tineers  to  follow  me  »'en  to  the  next  highest 
range;  they  brought  me  pitiful  tales  of  avs. 
lancbes,  and  torrents  that  had  burst  their  bounds^ 
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I  aod  villjigcK  to  comiborntc  thiMii.  Threats  w«n 
f  in  Tftin ;  kitd  I  tiKleavouretl  to  win  thiiti  It^  pro 
miK^  lUai  wlieneviT  llicy  cuulcl  fimi  n  p»l  to 
srll,  I  would  girc  it  tlic-m,  |>nivi(l«(l  they  did  not 
leuve  nie  in  th«  hircli;  oikI  I  Kt  otit  at  lu( 
under  the  uncomfortable  appn-hension  of  findin); 
!  oiysrlf  descried  in  mr  utmoM  Deed — left  prrhnp 
to  build  s  hut  of  snow  on  the  suiDinit  at  tamt 
barren  )iill,  while  all  my  woridlj  wealth  «u 
1«A  nl  tltc  bottotD,  to  the  mercy  of  an  unruly 
river.  I  do  not  know  that  thi&  little  dileomu 
would  have  lu-ightcneil  n>y  admiration  of  the 
sublime  and  beautiful  about  me;  for  altbou^, 
like  other  knights  errant,  1  have  no  objectioa 
to  adventures,  I  should  prefer  to  meet  with  theoi 
like  the  heroes  of  story  books,  who  are  geoerany 
madv  happy  in  the  last  chapter.  Meritorwui 
as  a  dt-nlh  among  »>oir  is  to  the  Hindoo,  it  held 
forth  but  a  dreary  prospect  to  mc. 

I  did  not  lara«nl,  therefore,  abandoning  the 
mo«t  difBcult  way :  for  although  among  the* 
mouiitaina  it  is  impossible  to  travel  but  a  «hort 
diotancc  and  find  "all  barren,"  I  did  not  anii 
ci|Mtf  much  from  that  desolate  region  ;  even  if 
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qualitiMl,  1  am  oot  prepared  to  make  scKntific 
r»»rcbes  or  observations ;  as  I  seek  to  report 
oily  the  external  appearance,  and  leare  the 
Jipths  to  otiien  to  rmliom,  I  am  not  much  to 
.      bUnw  fnr  chooung  the  le.a»t  of  two  evils. 

The  **  hii-ka-hiiwa,"  or  poiitunous  wind,  I 
round  gave  the  greatest  alarm  to  the  natives  tif 
lU  they  dreaded  to  meet  on  the  highest  ridge ; 
ii  blowx,  iliey  imagine,  over  noxious  plants,  sod 
orrin  certain  death  along  vith  it.  The  diffi> 
alty  of  respiration  at  so  great  a  height  is,  I 
faicj,  the  fccni  of  the-  poisonous  wind;   and 

I]  remember  Mr.  Fraier  gives  K>me  account  of 
iu  effect  upon  liis  followers  on  that  very  ri<lgr. 
At  llanossa  <*e  agiiin  weredeltiged  with  rain, 
for  it  fell  on  our  firtt  viul  withoiil  mercy ;  and 
the  Datives  dccUre  it  i»  almost  con»lanll>-  pour- 
ing. It  scvms  to  l>e  {ireditely  placed  for  every 
passing  cloud  to  depo&it  its  burthen  in,  at  the 
boltoo)  of  a  deep  funnel  formed  by  the  surround- 
ing peaks  of  high  bills.  The  stories  of  "  hair- 
■  brradih  'tcapcs,"  and  "  moving  accidents  by 
flood  and  field,"  which  these  people  had  collected 
in  tbe  village,  gave  me  abundance  of  employ- 
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meat*  aDil  not  a  little  entertUDincnt ;  the  rr> 
porters  of  these  sad  tales,  who  had  cvidtvil; 
invented  them  for  the  purpose  of  gratifving  fbr 
NKTvants,  were  not  vety  skilful  in  the  arrange- 
mcnl ;  although  persuaded  to  inrent  the  lies,  it 
must  he  said  in  their  favour  that  tbej-  were  too 
honest  to  maintain  them.  Whcn^-cr  they  were 
detected  in  nny  inconsistency,  thi^yUught-d,  and. 
fihriigginj;  their  shoulders,  said,  perhaps  it  wa* 
not  so  l>ad  astliey  represented—"  Sahib"  «uuld 
ubtlesB  know  better.  Although  there  was  aa 
air  of  irony  in  the  delivery  of  this  compliotuit  to 
my  sagacity,  I  was  rt-solved  to  take  the  merit  of 
it,  and  tliis  morning;  we  set  forth  upon  ourrouu 
to  Suchi,  the  first  point  we  proposed  to  make  on 
the  line  to  Giuigoutri.  We  took  a  ^ouih-casl 
direction,  and  crossing  a  high  hill,  deiwentkd 
1}  I'  ordinaire  to  a  stream  on  its  opposite  side- 
\Vc  found  hridgcs  in  several  places,  and  the 
river,  for  it  deserves  to  be  so  called,  rualim  with 
tremendous  din  beneath  tliem.  I  could  not  Icani 
iu  name,  for  it  is  large  enough  to  merit  mk 
"Why  give  it  a  name?"  quoth  the  guides  **«e 
all  know  it  comes  from  the  mountains,  and  is 
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Dol  ll]«l  enough  ?"  I  reroemlicraMRiilarnnKwrr 
at  I^klta  Mumlul  from  avilliigcr,  when  I  asked 
him  the  Dante  uf  n  hi^  peak  in  the  ndghtiour- 
bood.  "It  bas  got  notiiiincthat  I  know of,~ said 
hc;  **  what  is  the  use  of  giving  a  name  to  a 
pbc*  that  ooe  sees  everyday?"  ** The  spirit  of 
iaquiry"  is  certainty  not  yet  abroad  nnioDgthes<e 
ample  people ;  and  tf  it  serve  to  make  tiK-m  \nn 
civil  or  loss  honest,  (for  niorv  tliey  cuiuiot  be) 
wfacn  it  docs  ansv  ajnoiig  lh<'in,  I  fear  it  will  oot 
autHtitutc  better  qunlilies  in  their  otead. 

From  the  bank  of  Ibe  river  we  »oon  reached  » 
imall  Tillage  called  Noechnee,  beneath  the  snowy 
peak  of  Oonchul ;  here  we  were  again  deluged 
with  rain,  and  the  thermometer  is  at  &ixly<four 
degrees. 

In  the  eourse  of  our  walk  fr«>m  Banassa,  we 
wound  through  a  thick  jungle,  where  there  was 
great  probabilityof  *onteorihe«lragj^er«Mf  the 
party  mistaking  tbe  rond ;  to  gunnl  ngatnxt  this, 
ibe  guide  ctit  tbe  brunch  of  a  tree,  and  threw  it 
as  a  barrier  ncrovt  lite  wrung  road,  where  two 
occurred :  and  where  the  windings  of  the  path 
wcmed  doubtful,  he  cut  n  notch  on  the  ude  of  a 
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tree  that  poiDUtl  in  a  propvr  i]irectton.  These 
simple  fingcr-pucUt  wvtc  jxTfcctly  understood, 
and  ttltituugh  thv  path  was  vxtremcly  dark  and 
intricate  in  niiuiy  plucx-M,  wv  arrived,  without  a 
mray  sheep,  in  Nwcliiiee. 

I  am  again  >n  an  unrrvtgiicnted  tract,  and  ex- 
cite an  even  greater  sliare  of  obscn-atiwi  than  I 
did  at  Nonano. 

Some  ^-CArx  ago  two  white  gentlemen  rrusaed 
theao  hilU,  and  th(  ualive«  rermumlxT  thcin  like 
some  hrightexhalationsinlhe evening, never  lobe 
Been  more,  as  (hey  thought ;  tlK-y  were  pleased 
to  see  the  meteors  once  again  in  us.  Our  ap- 
proach to  a  village  is  the  signal  for  every  descrip- 
tion of  clamour.  The  dogs,  who,  by  iW  way, 
are  more  numerous  than  the  people,  immediately 
sally  forth  to  defeivd  the  enimnce,  thv  mountains 
echoing  to  their  yell.  '*  Tie  uji  your  dog*,"  i» 
the  war-cry  of  my  parly,  as  etery  one  warc»  hil 
staff*  over  hiii  head.  *'  Tie  up  your  dog*,"  is 
res|>onded  by  the  older  men  of  the  village,  when 
forth  sally  the  young  population, and  after  a  brisk 
eugogcnii.'nt  with  slicks  and  stones,  si-nd  them 
Ikowling  to  their  kennel*.     The  [>oor  animals, 
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large  and  fierce-looking,  and  certainly 
eppowd  to  our  ioviuioa,  do  not  evince  much 
dtfpofltioa  to  bite.  Uowever,  a  eanine  insurreo- 
tton,  tike  a  human  one,  had  better  be  cru&hcd  in 
itsoMDinrticemcnt  This  '*  puny  war"  gives  an 
tclat  to  our  entree,  and  calls  the  old  and  the 
jouog  abroad  to  gaze  upon  us. 

It  is  a  glorious  feeling  to  enter  for  the  first 
tiine  within  the  miigic  circle  of  immortal  Rome, 
and  forget  the  present  in  the  restless  dream  of  all 
that  has  gone!  and  I  can  conceive  the  *>  giddy 
whirl"  of  the  stranger  who  makes  bis  first  plunge 
into  Ifomlon  in  tlic  fa^ionablc  height  of  a  day ; 
hnt  to  b«  in  the  midst  of  a  few  remnants  of  the 
human  race,  where  all  nrmind  if  a»  uwful  and 
magnificent  as  in  the  wildest  romance,  who  never 
before  saw  a  being  like  me,  and  who  know  nut 
whence  I  come,  hut  marvel  at  my  ximplKt  action 
^a  to  me  the  most  indefinable  sensation  of  all. 
I  aei-m  to  be  wandering  o«  fairy  groiirid  ;  I  ex- 
pect to  hear  muiiic  in  the  air,  and  hu  wiled  to 
some  Prospero's  cell.  I  can  scarcely  hope  to  meet 
H  Miranda,  and  have  "  woods  and  wilds"  and 
I  know  nut  what  to  encounter  to-morrow,  under 
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th«-  guidance  of  a  perfect  Caliban,  wito  has  juM 
bowrd  to  me,  and  ocenis  fully  prcpantl  to  make 
Die  liis  fiod ;  ha  has  bvwcchcd,  vrcn  on  liis  knees, 
to  foUou-  ini;  to  Gun|;tniin. 

MaySlet. — Yciterdaj-  moniing.  about  seren, 
wc  M>t  out  from  Nocchnce  for  iho  village  of  Non> 
gong.  Tim  day  bvfon-,  ifkc  pt-nplv  of  the  viHo^- 
maktd  if  thry  fJiouM  prepare  the  road  for  us;  as 
I  watt  anxiou*  to  know  what  a  few  hours  only 
could  do  over  m  high  n  hill,  I  desired  thai  tHcy 
might  be  despMlcliMl.  Thv  pnih,  in  the  firtt  in- 
Miance,  led  up  n  dn-p  forciit  nf  pino-in'n,  intcr- 
8pt-r»cd  ocvnsi<ntull,v  uilti  wulnuUanil  hiiX4'l,  The 
wilhcred  h-nvesof  the  pinnt  wvn-  w>  thickly  stnrw- 
Cfl  over  the  gmund,  that  I  might  have  fancini 
ruslivshad  bivn  Kpreul  tohonuurme.  I  onuld  have 
nilliiiplydixjH.'n»eil  with  the cuurtc«y, fur  tlK-rond 
being  nearly  iHTfiendicular,  and  a»  nothing  ih  mt 
iltppery  as  the  long  loose  leaves  of  the  fir-lreee. 
I  know  not  how  ofti-n  I  measured  my  Icitgth  upon 
litem.  There  was  a  fine  tree,  at  one  time  in  my 
struggle,  about  twenty  fwt  above  n»e,  lh<?  root* 
of  which  rati  ncri MS thv  track,  and  where  I  coiintcti 
u^Kwamommtarysliiy  if  1  could  but  reach  them, 
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every  thin!  step  I  look  I  slipped  down  five.  With 
SisTphus  and  hi*  rock  it  was  pastime,  coniparMl 
to  my  Inboiir  to  gain  tliis  goal.  I  at  one  time  fell 
upon  my  face,  and  in  eodeavouring  to  recover, 
rolleci  down  tbirly  or  forty  feet  1  tried  every 
potuble  method,  sometimes  the  mea&ured  pace 
of  a  tragic  hero,  then  "like  b  wounded  snakf 
dragged  my  slow  lengtli  along."  The  Jndiau 
fanatics  who  crawl  their  pilgrimages,  would  oo< 
be  such  blockliead»,  if  they  confined  their  expe- 
riments to  ihc  mountain  pcnjiitcoi,  for  that  is  cer- 
tainly the  safest  plan.  When  at  UiAt  I  reached 
ray  trw,  1  looked  above  for  another  to  conclude 
a  new  task  at,  and  lliui  hy  khorl  stagea,  and  in 
a  few  )>oors,  gained  the  height  of  the  wood.  We 
burst  upon  a  beautiful  lawti,  perfectly  lerel,  and 
enamelled  with  every  description  of  simple 
flower^-dainrs,  cowilipis  primroaca,  violets,  and 
CTDCUtvs  of  CTcry  hue. 

It  wa»  »urn)und«l  by  a  fence  of  pale  rhodo- 
dendron; in  all  other  parts  we  had  met  this 
planlBsalai^  tree — here  it  hod  dwindled  to 
a  dinib.  Almve  was  a  line  of  rugged  peaks 
capped  with  mow,  which  in  many  port*  de- 
p2 
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mwIh^  to  tfac  bwdcr*  cf  tfa*  moKlaw.  Natiirv 
■ewriyewpdaofixJiCToinc.  TUb  >pot  smncd 
to  be  tbe  nmkzToui  af  aD  mmoim.  Tiicrc  «u 
wialcriii  im  coal  of  md«  ;  iingier  irpodng  in 
aMni»brrn'4>«d,<]rMniliDgfraiD  the  branches  of 
an  aprkol-tRe ;  ipring  eoiicbed  in  a  "  cow«lt[i 
bdl ; "  ami  uf  autumn  wv  nperienced  anoogli  in 
tbc  falld)  leave*,  wludi,  'til]  lo  eanecnlnilr  the 
Tcrioaa  prrioda  of  the  year,  fetl  frutn  tlic  broachc* 
of  ibe  trees  ib^  ttood  atoong  the  hmw. 

Aa  I  looJted  round  with  a  fplass,  I  rould  div 
ctro,  ot)  one  ndo  of  ibi-  utountaios,  fidd*  of 
grain  quite  grtvn,  and  but  jum  above  the  earth ; 
on  the  other  it  wa>  barvent-hotne,  and  the  fiart> 
ridgL-s  were  but;  in  the  Mubble.  I  would  hai-e 
given  any  thing  to  luivc  remained  some  days 
here,  but  (here  wiu  no  water,  and  I  could  nut 
pcTMiado  tay  oervcnta  that  the  mu>w  waa  rquallj- 
good  :  xXwy  ihauld  die,  they  declured,  if  tliey 
touched  it,  nnd  tiymblcd  at  (he  bare  idea.  We 
could  bavu  made  strawberry  ice  in  a  moM  do 
llgbtriil  manner — oolliTtnl  tlio  utow  with  odp 
band,  ami  picknllhe  fruit  with  the  utber.  lu  vaiu 
did   I  rcpreACfit  it*  ooutforti,  aud  ita  boautir* 
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wrequilc  lost  upon  them.  I  swalloired  mow 
fiiU  I  tu  u  oold  u  ive,  to  ooovincc  them,  but 
Ac;  aere  still  inexoraUe. 

The  penk  of  Buiidurpiich,  towering  ubove  us 

likt  a  rock  of  ■lilvwler,  vna  r^uite  clow— one 

nd^aaiy  intervening— th«  one  I  had  abandon- 

H.  wd  ihe  snow  upon  it  seemed  very  deep  in> 

^i  tbe  Ay  was  clmr  and  blue  as  Italv''«, 

>E>d  Doi  a  speck  appeared  upon  the  snow-white 

DouDKuii.     I   itiw  an  eagle  soaring  above   it. 

"C  W  ditfurbed  several,  for  be  had  (ovrered 

h'tbdr  pride  of  place."     They  flew  within 

•fcot,  but  1  learnt  from  the  "  ancient  mariner,*' 

■W  ml  it  JH  to  till  the  spirit  of  the  place,  and 

*v  tkem  (!y  in  gieace.  Many  of  the  same  species 

^  [dieasant  that  wt  had  Ix-fore  met  with,  rati 

*iout  the  stt-cpwt  part*  of  tin-  hills,  but  wcnevw 

Could  ff!t  near  enough  to   fire  at  tlK'm.     They 

tMNKssed  too  Riucli  the  *'  vantage  of  tlie  ground." 

To  return  for  ■  moment  to  otir  roud-maktrrs — 

their  labour  canu«ted  in  throwing  the  trunk  of 

a  tree  ocroati  a  torrent,  or  a  gap  in  the  path, 

made  perhaps  by  some  large  stone  rolling  from 

above — a  constant  occurrence — and  dreadful  is 
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the  cnuh  of  Iree«  lielotr  upon  such  an  avalandie, 
and  the  thundcrof  it«  wtund  in  beyond  all  belief. 
A  pine  had  faUmin  aonve  placi>sacn»*  ibe  way, 
and  many  others  werv  nodding  to  their  falL 
So  i*Tff!  vn'tc  Hk  trunks  of  those  that  &toppvd 
the  (Mth,  for  agv  had  ovenhroim  ihcm.  that  h 
iriu  a^trioMry  to  liave  one  step  at  least  rut  on 
cat-b  .tide,  to  Mve  the  trouble  of  a  scramble. 
This  had  been  abo  dooe  by  the  pioneers,  wboae 
ingenious  cxintrivances  are  sometimes  toorc  diffi- 
cult to  overonme  than  the  ob«lacIes  they  an* 
meant  to  remove.  They  had  all  assembled  by  a 
torrent  almut  midway  up,  and  hailed  our  a|^ 
pruach  irith  a  cry  of  "  Buxcc»!  Busecsl"  the 
first  time  I  had  ever  beard  such  a  shout  in  the 
mountains.  "  Ouxees  for  making  the  nrad." 
"  And  what  have  you  done  to  it?"  I  inquired. 
"  Made  it  quite  easy,"  replied  a  slunly  fcUov, 
as  if  smiling  at  my  exhausted  appearaDW,  for  I 
wtt  panting  on  a  stone  scarcidy  able  to  bead 
my  limbs  under  mc;  while  another  eried, 
"  Look  what  a  good  step  Tre  made,"  poiDtii^ 
to  a  small  chip  in  a  rock  of  about  an  Incii 
deep.     As  I  bad  just  fallen  from  this  identical 
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strp,  and  dni£ge<l  finlf  or  thr  wall  I  vrns  at- 
leaipdng  to  escalade  with  me,  nnd  Ml  gntlicr- 
ing  breath  to  renew  the  attack  upon  my  hands 
and  knees,  it  looked  a  little  too  like  a  joke  to 
make  me  particularly  anxious  to  emjilo}-  pioneer* 
a^D,  and  I  determined  in  future  to  take  the 
road  "  in  the  rough." 

Tbcae  road-makers  are  a  strange  race  of  beings, 
and  when  thcjr  wi«h  to  get  money,  try  every 
mean*  hut  thow  that  appear  thcsimplest.  They 
will  watch  all  <lay  to  mare  a  phcAMint  for  a  few 
pence,  iKit  vrill  not  sell  onoof  tbdruwn  chiL'knix, 
though  abundance  strut  about.  They  refuse  tu 
dispose  of  a  slieep  cv  goat,  when  the  pasture  is 
scarcely  suffidenl  for  them ;  but  toil  all  night  to 
catch  an  antelope  or  youngelk.  I  have  had  se- 
veral of  the  latter  brought  to  me  ance  I  have 
been  in  the  bills,  bu  t  have  not  been  able  to  keep 
tbem  alive  roorethana  fewdayn.  I  wasansiutiK 
to  deceive  my  goats  into  adopting  them,  but 
without  success ;  and  spoon-meat — for  they  were 
not  old  enough  to  lap- — had  no  temptation  for 
them.  Their  sheep,  which  arc  very  numerous, 
are  small,  and  generally  have  black  heads.  They 
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■UoBi  k31  Ik^  fv,  ihnNiflioDl  the  year,  ia  the 
Ughcr  fmrttt  Arj  vob  vodka  dotbet,  sod 
Imp  Aok  tar  the  purpuftp  of  sapplring  them 
•■ly.  Tbc  pwtSt  vbea  ag(;  faas  nmdend  them 
aafit  lor  ntkcr  nat,  and,  to  our  tKtn,  very  unfit ' 
Wnd  Cor  tbc  Lut  to  which  thrj  are  applied, 
affard  ihe  ottly  ioh  the;  can  about  catiog. 
Tbc  cattle  atv  odMinnl  fuUjr  as  much  b£  on 
ibrplatiu:  and  altbougfa  tbrj  would  comuder it 
extmnrty  *inful  to  aUy  a  cow  or  a  bull,  I  do 
not  End  that  the  poor  aauniJs  benefit  ntucb  hy 
the  KTvplri,  for  they  are  beaten  most  unmeni-  ' 
fully  upon  all  occaaioDa. 

I  hare  often  woadcncd  at  the  inconsisIciKy  .of  ' 
people,  (and  it  is  much  the  case  all  over  lodia,) 
who  hold  the  siiitnal  in  the  hjgheet  vencratton, 
«nd  beat  it  with  the  utmost  inhumanity  at  the 
Mine  time.  If  I  were  a  cow,  and  could  rhoow 
my  lot,  I  sliould  prefer  tbc  profaoe  country  of 
"  Beef-eattTB,"  (o  the  ooe  where  I  might  be 
adored  in  precept,  but  in  practice  most  crucDy 
treated.  Although  I  do  not  anlici|tntc  much 
improvement  to  the  cattle  by  a  further  inter- 
course vritb  (he  plaJM,  yet  tin:  people  must  bo. 
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iHil  malrriallv ;  l^^  greater  coniniunication 
liely  fo  enwc  from  lh«  late  L-»tublishnicDt  in 
^  hill^  and  tiip  increaMng  liutte  for  trnvi^lling 
MMmg  ibetn,  murt  eventually  )ipri.<«(l  a  degree 
ofctTiltzatiua  ihruiiglitnit.  Al  prwciu  ihcy  arc 
<uak  in  a  wretched  state  of  degrailalinn,  and, 
Wrinlbe  gift  of  tpeech,  are  little  higher  in 
ibf  scale  of  humanity  than  the  monkeyii  that 
iakft  their  voods. 

Their  religiun,  if  it  can  be  so  called,  conusts 
in  listening  tu  the  muttering  of  one,  whom  they 
tern)  a  Brahmin,  raggL-d  and  illileniti.'  as  tlKtii- 
selvcs;  in  venerating  streaniH  and  founlainH, 
becauae  they  know  not  whence  they  spring ;  in 
deeming  sacred  any  phenomenon  of  nature  they 
cammt  account  for ;  in  adoring  a  mountain  be- 
cauK  it  looks  like  a  buS*alo;  and  in  worsliip. 
|riiig  the  cavity  of  a  rock  because  they  fancy  it 
icaembles  a  cow's  mouth.  Social  ties  or  aflbc' 
tions,  they  can  liavc  no  notion  of.  Their  mar- 
riagee  arc  infamous,  and  a  father  oQer.t  his  only 
child  for  sole.  In  dirtinests  the  men  arc  only 
surpassed  by  the  women.  I  have  already  de- 
wribcd  the  dress  of  these  remarkable  specimens 
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(>r  Uic  soAcr  sex,  with  (heir  Iinir  hanging  in 
savo^  irregulnrity  round  tbcir  countLfi&noM. 
/Vlthoui^  carrying  water  for  the  use  of  the 
houiw  i»  one  of  llivir  priiicipa]  occujuitions 
they  are  so  cliary  of  ihdr  Inbuur  Utat  tlit^y  take 
i:are  never  to  DODsume  a  drop  of  it  even  on 
their  nviii  [icrsons. 

They  have  similar  ideas  of  Inxury  to  the  ] 
sant$  of  more  civilized  nations :  their  work  at  an 
end,  they  bask  in  grou[M  in  the  sun,  playing 
with  the  tangles  of  caeli  other's  hair,  ami  cau- 
tiously laying  on  one  side  of  the  object  of  their 
March,  when  they  )invc  taken  it.  The  ground 
about  thdr  village*  is  litenlly  teeming  with 
Tcrmin  ;  and  tltetr  nbodeit  ptvMDt  too  filthy  an 
exttrrior  to  tempt  mc  to  piu*  the  threshold.  The 
ehitdrcii  arc  wit  quite  k>  dirty  as  their  elders, 
merely  beeauiie  tliey  are  not  m>  old ;  but  give 
great  promiifc  of  riraUing  them,  for  they  grow  in 
dirt  as  (hey  advance  in  years.  It  is  melaneholy 
that  such 


-A  wi]d«ni«u  of  tiTMU— 


For  Nktui*  bote  irdDtOMil  m  id  h*r  priD*, 
AbiI  pUvod  H  will  h»  Tufia  faodc*," 
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PMrug  forth  mora  sw«*t>  wild  abovn  nil*  or  »rl, 
Enomuiu  bliw  I" 

shoult)  be  CO  in)mt>iloi]. 

To  return  to  iny  jotirney>  Am  I  was  obliged 
to  quit  my  *'  Hall  of  tlie  SeaaonK,"  I  vlimlied  up 
to  the  top  of  the  higli  ridge  above  it,  over  which 
lay  the  track :  and  from  its  Bummit  beheld  one 
of  tlic  most  magnificent  scenes,  the  suhlimest 
imagination  could  conceive.  I  had  passed  over 
about  a  mile  of  snov,  four  or  five  feet  deep, 
litit  hard  cnniigh  to  bear  me.  without  much 
xinkitig;  and  wan  glad  to  have  something  to 
draw  my  tlwugltts  from  the  fatigue,  for  such  the 
natives  wen  can»i<lcr  it :  and  many  of  the  moat 
ilrrout  have  raised  a  Kpcc-ics  of  altar  to  coiiime- 
morate  tht-  feat,  consisting  of  a  heap  of  stones, 
Mirroutiding  a  higii  one  phicrd  upright  in  the 
middle.  Tliey  fringe  the  crest  of  the  mountain ; 
nnd  to  e»i^  in  succession,  as  they  reached  Ihcm, 
my  guides  mmle  tlieir  salaams,  and  n-turne<l 
tlianks  to  whatever  divinity  ihey  were  dodiaXtKl, 
for  tiaving  assistnl  tlK-m  to  readt  such  a  height. 

Bc]itn<)  me,  to  tlie  nortl»-wo»I,  were  tltc  snows 
of  Buitdurpueh  and  Doutie,  whence  the  Jumna 
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rBwini  HiMldi.  Skeawlnle 

-Krdar  Natb  and  lUdri 

r  objects  of  Uiacloo  upo-. 

I  the  dkics:  «o  farout4o|!)lfai^ 

:  I  bad  alMrt  considend  dHB 

1  to  doidit,  am  I  gunl  od  than, 

•  «■>  >BT  isteml  bctweni  bonta 

Wt™l  iiwiwliiinl   ilul   I  »u 

I  Ak  SM)  of  Mar,  on  a  iDommia 
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■cler,  even  id  the  eyw  of  tfao«e  who  art  fret 
frmn  its  influence. 

Before  roe,  towards  the  south,  wen-  U-Mgntnti, 
but  more  varied  prospects: — nt  the  foot  of  lh« 
hill  when  I  stood,  but  hi  I»el«w,  stretched  yel- 
low fields  in  tvrrnccs  <»  <li«  ^g^  of  &  winding 
stnam ;  as  woll  as  vo<jdttI  ridgCM,  and  oenka, 
crD«iUHl  witli  [Hiu-*,  tht-ir  wilen  blooming  witli 
lilac  and  rbodiMJcndnin.  At)  around,  far  on  tli« 
cyectKjld  reach — and  that  waa  far  indeed — were 
inounlaini,  interminable  mountains,  of  everj 
shape  and  every  Iiue :  the  clefts  on  the  edges  of 
lonw  were  masses  of  snow,  shining  through  the 
open  treen:  rough  and  rugged  rockK,  o])))osing 
their  barn-noess  to  gently-rising  hilln,  a»  care- 
fully and  tastily  planted,  as  if  by  thi-  hand  of 
■It :  dailt,  impenetrable  forentii  with  t<irrnits  of 
Awatrr  roaring  (hrutigh  thctii ;  and  little  duslrni 
of  fntit-trii-K,  with  birds  of  sweele^t  notes  sing- 
tog  within  them.  The  summit  of  C)onehal  was, 
for  a  time,  ecslacy.  My  descent  to  the  village 
of  Nongong  was  pure  matter-of-fact  indeed.  It 
occupied  about  three  hours :  such  slipping,  slid- 
ing, and  scrambling,  no  mortal,  that  has  not 
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vaaAe  tbe  attempt,  caD  fonu  aay  idea  or.  Wc 
httd  to  crirp  dowu  l>y  (lie  aocven  surface  of  the 
itaar  hiU,  for  a  long  distance,  wh«rc  the  ledges 
upon  whkh  we  placed  our  feet  were  scsicdjr 
braad  eoougti  to  admit  ibern.  Several  times  I 
vas  Dcarlr  falliag  a  viclioi  to  love  of  ibe  [uc- 
toreaquc.  If  I  looked  round  for  a  luofnvnl, 
■iucii  1  could  scarcely  re»iit  doing,  I  was  toon 
RaMred  to  atteoiiuD  hy  rulltng  down  les  or 
I  verify  feeC 

It  w«s  Hx  o'clock  to  the  aTlenMon  vbra  we 
rMclied  Koagoog:  we  had  been  out  fronu  amo 
in  the  montntg.  Mr  lent  did  doi  arrive  till  It 
was  quiie  dark :  and  I  had  wondnvd  lo  a  maw 
of  lar;ge  stooea,  thai  I  fancied  bore  tome  rrsem- 
hlaiKv  lo  an  English  churchward,  and  upon  one 
of  tbem — 


■■  Tm  wwiiw  »tlt  won  npm  ili*  Hat, 
WUb  dMk  Gala  IW  J«n.  piUuw 

I  fell  fa»t  asleep.  Il  was  not  till  a  hue  and  rrv 
bad  bern  raised  about  nte,  that  I  was  disturbed 
from  my  nap. 
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We  are  obliged  to  halt  tbi's  day,  as  eren: 
hoij  h  tired  with  jpftUrrdaT'ejounter.  We  hare 
found  our  »ilua(t<in  r^iUTRiclr  hot  i  and  tbe 
suddra  rhsn^  to  »  high  a  traiperature — for 
the  thcrrnocnelrr  is  9S" — is  not  the  kast  ot  onr 
ealanities:  the  accompanimml*  of  b«*l,  innu- 
mcrablr  Hit*,  liavc  kept  me  at  war  all  da_v  ;  and 
the  rvTtewal  of  a  »tinging  torlurv  hai  drirefi 
us  Dnu-ly  frantic  Tlie  iniect,  u|iun  this  occa- 
sion, i*  brgcr  than  a  nasp;  they  fly  about  in 
bundneds,  and  add  to  the  tDnneDl  of  the  fomer 
small  in»eets,  by  the  constant  afiprehension  of  a 
bile:  for  we  can  see  them  approach  too  plainly, 
and  find  it  impossible  to  guard  against  them. 

In  the  course  of  our  nM.'mt,  the  gnidn  and 
coolies  ttoppm]  fivtiucntly  to  rent,  and  on  c«ch 
occasion  vntablisJiod  a  smoking  club,  that  for 
stxiobility  far  rxccetU  any  that  the  good  taste  of 
tbe  "  picked  men  of  counirie«'*  has  been  able  to 
confer  upon  England.  The  natires  are  remark- 
ably fond  of  tobacco,  and  always  carry  a  well. 
•upi>)ied  pouch,  with  a  flint  and  steel.  Tbdr 
pipes  are  to  be  found  on  every  hill :  ibey  make 
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two  holcK  in  tlic  e*rtli  with  the  thumb,  con- 
iMXting  th«m  below  by  pa»ng  the  little  Gng;er 
throtigb  ihe  interval ;  in  one  tb«y  Mick  a  rcedf  ' 
and  in  the  other  (he  tobacco:  the  weed  is  aoon' 
kiodled,  and  a  circle  formed  round  it.  Each 
man  takes  his  (urn  in  smoking  and  sApikl^ing 
the  pipe,  which  i«  left  standing  when  the/  hav« 
all  been  satisfied,  for  the  next  passengers  to  take 
fldvai)taj;e  of,  if  they  plcjwc.  I  became  quite  an 
adept  in  mnnuractuniig  pipes,  and  found  llie 
Aovour  of  tlH'  cmrtti  ralher  an  iniprovetnent  ci'cn 
to  Fenian  tobacco. 

I  have  heard  that  nteii  of  high  faKhioo  are 
MCUitoiiied  to  siiMike  cigart  through  t)ie  streets 
nf  London,  ami  in  the  park,  nt  all  iMiiira  of  tlie 
day.  Should  wuch  nn  elegant  accomplishment 
continue  in  vogue,  I  will  not  jiresume  to  con- 
demn it,  hut  beg  (o  auggnt  the  above  new  and 
sociable  mode  in  prcferetwe  lo  it.  Groups  may 
sit  round  their  pijtes  in  Kensington  Gardens,  or 
the  park,  and  smoke  and  converse  with  all  the 
decorum  of  a  Turkisli  divao,  without  in  the 
least  annoying  the  fastidious,  who  affect  to  dis- 
like M  agreeable  an  odour. 
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I  gained  the  reputation  of  a  magiciftn  in  one 
o(  our  smoking  sodtrtics,  bj  drawing  fire  from 
the  sky,  as  th«y  tcmictl  il,  lo  light  my  pipe. 
I  made  n  burning-glass  answrr  the  purpose  of  a 
flint  and  **ix\,  and  the  Genii  of  the  King 
would  itiit  huve  been  looked  upon  with  greater 
veneration.  I  waa  forced,  however,  to  endure 
Uine  iM-ncs  a  little  too  often,  for  if  we  paused 
but  for  II  inoiiient  to  gain  breatli,  tlie  (joueh  »aa 
drawn  forth,  and  the  knot  furnttxl  uround  the 
brokiTD  t<xii.  I  coulJ  bare  wi&liei)  tiwt  thi-ir 
ingenuity  had  devised  a  pipe  more  calculaltd 
for  travel li-rs,  for  this  primitive  arrangement  is 
only  suitable  for  loungers,  and  perfect  idleness; 
it  delayed  us  aadly,  but  it  was  a  lu\ury  no  per- 
miuioo  could  induce  tbeui  lo  forego ;  and  the 
deliberate  manner  they  set  almul  its  preparation, 
oa  if  every  thing  on  earth  was  subservient  to  it, 
adde<l  fuel  to  njy  impatience.  Whenever  I 
diafed  at  the  loss  of  so  mucKtime,  they  remained, 
however,  as  immoveable  as  Turks.  "  Qiti  vive 
tana  tahae  rmt  indigne  de  rit-re."  Although 
they  could  not  exprcM  it,  their  looks  implied  a 
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mat  pcrfiect  bdirf  in  tUs  glariotis  maxim. 
wUcb  I  htcn  alwajs  tboufrfat  »eenwd  written  an 
ibc  brew  of  CTCTT  »ubj«t  of  the  Sublime  Porte. 
vhcn  bis  lialreoa  vat  at  his  HpB. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


J*Bg;la  Ibirl — Awkw»r<l  r*ncantrc — iXtonntUDt  00  firs — Kill- 

ii^igcnl — IliadooTvput — Roauntio  Hcnary — Doli^lTuI 

■pot     6ll"Tr]-  ri<]g*^A  niiHjiliiErd'a  Ufa — Eiocting  *n  ilur — 

Hm  new  of  tba  Gtngi't^.^luuuiiiui  tpringg — llgjulet  of 

^B    Tttoa—Uoaetiy  ef  the  Hindoos — Aueedoto  of  wt  old  nU 

^^      ligW — HMJiKt  jiiid  to  >^. 

JtTNE  1st. — By  our  duy's  rest  wc  had  acquired 
vigour  rnougl)  u>  Dink«  aiiotlicr  clamber  to  the 
c^posite  side  of  a  high  mountain,  which  apfKAN 
ed  thickly  wooded,  and  divided  from  us  by  m 
rapid  stream,  when  we  found  the  villnjrc  of 
^teukoulie.  We  met  in  our  route  every  variety 
of  road,  and  the  necesaity  for  every  manner  of 
moving.  In  Homi;  {>art!i  of  the  forest  we  saw 
several  jungle  fowl :  tbcy  have  exactly  the  same 
VOL.  II.  a 
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liabils  as  the  doai«atic  poultry.  The-  cock 
atrutsat  the  head  of  his  hefls,a»d  kvepos  strict 
watch  over  ihcir  safety.  WTienever  they  were 
tlisturbol  by  our  atli.>iiiptB  upoD  th<-ni,  in-  flew 
to  ilie  highfBt  branch  of  some  treu  Iwyond  our 
rcBch,  Mid  crowed  with  all  his  might,  while 
hie  dainoi  ran  into  holes  and  comers  to  escape 
our  atracks:  tliey  arc  so  cunning  that  we  found 
it  impomblo  to  pet  within  shot  of  them,  with 
all  the  caiilioii  wc  could  use.  While  intent 
upon  cnplnring  at  least  one,  as  we  were  creeping 
aAi-r  them  upon  our  breasts,  tying  occasionally 
like  riflemen  under  cov«r  of  the  uneveniMM  of 
the  ground  to  catch  them  en  pataani,  we  came 
suddenly  upon  an  ambuscade  that  very  soon  put 
■n  end  to  our  sport. 

We  were  about  midway  up  ttw  fapc  of  a  hill 
that  waa  thickly  covered  by  trees,  and  much 
clogged  by  shrubs  and  creepers  that  wound  in 
all  directions.  Un  reaching  the  foot  of  tlio  ene- 
my's pontiuo,  still  advancing  upon  our  breasts, 
am)  bending  a  keen  eye  upon  the  birds  strutting 
before  us,  up  rose,  with  a  growl  that  denoted  an 
offended  spirit,  (for  we  had  literally  touched  his 
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AX  AWXVAID  BracOITTIE.  S 

tai]>)  ft  Urffe  black  bear;  and  turaiog  round, 
looked  u»  in  the  face  «ilh  ibe  moet  ui>di^uisrd 
■ctoDishiiKnt.  It  VMS  the  most  unsought,  aa 
veil  aa  unpnmuaii^  introduction  I  had  ever  met 

IP  witb.  There  was  no  time  for  parley ;  and, 
getting  upon  our  le){a,  we  at  once  stood  oa  tlie 
dcfenkive.  Tbis  uidden  n>etanoff;dKHis  cnn- 
pleled  his  surprise,  and,  yelling  louder  than 
before,  be  act  off  as  fast  as  he  could  shuffle 
from  the  extraordinarv  animals  that  had  so  un- 
accoontabljr  sprung  up  before  him. 

H  We  determined  that  discretion  was  the  better 
part  of  Tslour,  and  bc^ao  to  retrace  our  steps, 
letting  ihc  jungle  fowl  benefit  by  the  inter- 
ruption. Havinp;  much  faith  in  proverbs,  and 
in  none  more  than  in  thai  which  declares  that 
"  familiarity  brrvds  contempt,"  we  resolved 
that  the  bear  ithould  not  iMin  to  dnpise  as 
by  a  repetition  of  the  intcroourse:  wc  continued 
our  journey,  and  in  a  few  houre  arrived  at  Bu- 
kouUc.  It  is  isituatrd  similariy  to  the  on«  in 
which  we  had  |itL>9cd  tlic  la»t  two  days,  a  TaQey 
confined  by  high  mountains. 

Immediatelj  t^tposilc  to  where  our  i£oU  were 
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vale,  acid«<i  vrt  mncb  Id  rti  heal : 
nacUjr  Kk«  the  nanwpfcm  in  •  hot 
vhra  ao  tiyyinrare  wJlw  ittfiaiaa  ibea^ 

|imarb  of  a  stona. 

I  flid  not  at  6nt  percritg  the  caoae  of  Ak 
iDounUiii  dnxco,  but  ahaeat  apfmk^idBd  ^ 
eanbqualc«.  At  night,  bowerer,  it  £i|dayHl 
Elidf  in  the  noat  «pl<ndid  nanner:  the  fli^ii 
thai  the  "  gamb  daj"  bad  cdipMd.  bfawri 
forth  with  tlie  brighlttt  beaulj^and  in  tbtaoM 
fantastic  manner.  H^  a  TrroU  bmi  cstaliGWt- 
ocl  on  the  focc  of  ihe-  oppooite  tDouDtaiit,  its  lo- 
loon*  of  light  could  not  hare  been  won  tastc» 
fully  armngM).  It  wa*  a  long  and  high  ndgc, 
covered  lo  its  (umniit  with  pine-irm,  and  ben 
and  llwTT  jagg^'d  *riih  cirfu  o(  «lnnc,  the  hot- 
lofna  of  which  were  funwd  with  bu4ies;  a 
Mreain  flowed  at  its  ba»e,  and  its  sde«  curved 
gradunlly  from  tht  top  to  tfap  waicr  bdow.  The 
fleinc  lint  slolc  gently  up  the  tides,  and  met  on 
the  tunamit ;  another  line  of  fire  ran  Troat  tt« 
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biur,  ID  circles  and  semicircles  in  every  direction, 
conimunicating  with  the  sides  in  several  places, 
lill  »11  svcKietl  arranged  for  some  grent  festival 
witli  lliL'  ulinukt  precision. 

Tliese  regular  lines  of  light  did  not  long  con- 
tinue ;  for  it  suddenly  burst  forth  into  one  uni- 
veml  blaze,  with  an  effect  as  startling,  but  far 
luorp  brilliant,  than  the  St.  Peter's-  dome,  when 
the  clock  NtrikcH  eight  upon  the  celebration  of 
that  Naint's  day.  Now  the  fire  crept  along  the 
ground,  and  then  riislird  to  the  top  of  towering 
pinc«,  which  in  u  few  nionientx,  nodding  iind 
cTuckling,  fell  to  the  earth,  with  a  noise  that 
might  have  passed  for  the  l>eginning  ofim  erup- 
tion of  Vesuvius :  large  fragments  of  rock,  that 
lost  their  support  by  the  falling  of  the  trees, 
rolled  to  the  bottom  witli  u  din  that  told  what 
the  height  of  a  ^-oU%no  is.  For  a  moment  a 
line  of  fire  was  lost  in  one  of  the  clefts,  and, 
fed  b;  the  wood  within  it,  came  rusliing  forth 
with  tn-mendoiiit  fury,  "  s  giant  refreshed;" 
whUen  continual  and  steady  light  illuminated 
the  top,  from  the  numerous  gummy  firs  that 
capped  it-     No  rain  had  fallen  for  a  long  timc> 
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and  thp  communication  was  aa  npid  as  poad. 
blc:  sparks  flew  lo  the  opposite  title  and  tfae 
mountains  round,  which  were  Boon  ignited. 

In  a  few  hours  I  seemed  the  centre  of  u  world 
in  flames,  and  felt  some  slight  apprehennon  of 
being  roasted.  I  was  like  the  scorpion  within 
his  cikIc  of  fire,  and  scc-mcd  to  have  no  chance 
of  escaping  the  ordea),  but  by  proving  myself 
a  Cato :  for  the  crackling  sound  drew  nearer 
and  nearer,  and  the  heat  was  quickly  becoming 
greater  and  greater-  It  seemed  like  the  bunw 
ing  of  a  desolate  dly :  and  I  had  only  to  peA> 
pic  il  in  my  imagination  with  shrieking  inha- 
bitants, to  make  it  as  striking  a  picture  of  a 
fire  OS  any  on  record,  for  the  gem-ral  outline 
was  »ketclivd  with  a  bold  and  powerful  luind. 
However,  (lie  element  waa  under  control,  for  I 
live  lo  tell  the  tale  and  to  describe  a  more  domes- 
tic blaze  that  took  place  in  iny  own  Uttle  circle. 

There  is  great  authority  for  this  transition 
trotn  the  sublime  downwards,  to  what  may  de- 
serve  lo  be  deemed,  perhaps,  the  ridiculou»> 
My  coolies,  imagining  that  llicir  long  journey 
merited  a  reward,  claimed  my  promise  of  the 
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goat.  They  discovered  one  for  sale  in  tlie  vil- 
lage, and  witli  petitioning  looks  brought  it  be- 
fore me-  It  was  very  large,  with  Rue  horns  and 
long  hair,  and  niiglit  hnvt.-  Ix^n  about  ten  year* 
old.  The  circiiinslonce  of  its  l>eing  the  ac- 
IcnoH'ledged  fatlier  of  moiit  of  the  flock  in  th* 
vilUgt!,  flid  nut  !«eem  to  dismay  them  in  the 
leart;  and  on  my  granting  the  feast,  they  as* 
iwmbk'd  round  it,  vluinling  NHiivthing  tliat  may 
have  been  nitant  for  a  ihunk.igiving.  They 
then  prepared  the  pile  as  if  for  a  sacrifice ;  and, 
Icndiitg  the  animal  up  to  it,  severed  his  head 
from  his  body  at  one  blow,  and  allowed  him  to 
bl«Hl  over  the  faggotH.  It  is  deemed  most  unfor- 
tunntc  to  be  obliged  to  inflict  a  second  stroke; 
and  a  shout  of  joy  bails  the  headsman  who  com- 
pletes thv  execution  at  the  first.  To  facilitate 
as  much  as  possible  the  operation  while  the  ex- 
ecutioner stjintls  ready,  with  uplifted  sword,  by 
the  animal's  side,  another  tempts  him  with  hi* 
favourite  herbs  to  stretch  hia  neck,  realir-ing  to 
the  letter  the  beautiful  lines  of  Fope: 


Plewad  Id  Ui*  Iu[  be  propa  tli*<  flnw'ij  food. 
And  liok*  tho  bind  just  rsi««d  to  sbod  liM  blood  I 
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Tbc  bloodj  faggots  were  thrown  upon  the  fire, 
that  had  been  kindled  at  a  little  distance,  and 
the  diann  seemed  wound  up :  the  skin  was  lorn 
off  in  a  few  minutes,  and  the  carcase  cooked 
and  divided.  Id  less  than  an  hour  tfae  bail' 
quet  was  spread;  and  loud  singing,  with  tbe 
gentle  aecompaohncnt  of  a  tofn-«Mn  which  the; 
had  pkked  up  in  the  village,  gave  suffidnit 
proof  that  they  were  pleased  with  tbe  repast. 

As  I  wiii>esscfl  the  prrparation  with  great  in. 
Krest,  (bey  were  anxious  nothing  should  escape 
mc  and  brought  me  tbe  head  of  the  poor  ram 
that  had  jost  undergone  a  singdng  with  a  bunit 
stick  before  it  was  plunged  into  tbc  soup.  I 
was  curious  to  learn  if  a  haggvss  would  suctret) 
the  "singed  head;"  but  Scotland  may  still 
boast  undivided  right  to  the  "  chieftain  of  the 
pudding  rac«,"  as  for  as  my  mountain  cm^s* 
art  goes:  it  must  no  longer,  however,  refuse  to 
share  the  glory  of  shrept-bcad  broth,  which  may 
be  ttow  considered,  in  s[Hte  of  the  fastidinuracM 
of  the  south,  the  taste  of  Nature ;  for  surely  tbe 
inbabiianU  of  the  Himalaya  hav«  oever  learot 
the  art  from  any  other  mistrcn. 
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Jutw  2nd  and  3rd.— We  left  Bukoulie,  still 
smoking,  at  daylight  in  the  meaning;  and  paw- 
ing the  small  village  of  Egnroo,  down  to  a  ra- 
pid river,  wc  .tltirted  t)ie  ruinii  of  the  imnginary 
dty  we  had  seen  in  ilameH.  Mnny  a  giKKlly  tree 
lay  prostrate,  and  the  hitl  wa!>  blackened  from 
top  to  bottom.  We  soon  ascended  to  a  great 
bdght  by  a  dark  and  dreary  forest,  where  a 
German  novelist  would  lay  the  scene  of  a  m- 
munce.  None  but  the  Spirit  of  the  Waters 
could  inliabit  such  a  place ;  and  when  pasaing 
the  bed  of  a  torrent  which  roared  through  a 
gloomy  channel  wilb  no  light  to  guide  ti»  from 
its  dungcnt  but  the  white  kheet  that  the  >pray 
had  formed  over  them,  we  expected  to  see  Un- 
dine arise  and  welcome  u«  to  her  favourite  haunt 

The  magnificent  trees,  that  shut  out  the  day 
from  these  frfaot-w,  were  generally  chesnuts,  and 
this  was  the  firot  time  we  had  met  nHth  them. 
They  grow  to  a  great  height,  and  KHne  of  them 
measured  nearly  thirty  feet  in  circumference. 
The  woods  were  full  of  pheaimnts:  the  nioonal 
and  the  homed  pheasant — the  beautiful  plunmge 
of  the  latu-r,  iu  grey  coat  with  a  white  spot 
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Upon  cvoty  frathor,  \u  {joltUti  hnast  am\  neck 
with  its  puqiW  liom»— while  it  bung  calmly 
over  the  Ixiunding  cataract,  gating  on  ub  with 
iti  quiet  Mack  eye — seemed  ungularljr  out  of  cha- 
racter witti  tli«  wiltlueas  of  the  scenery  arout»d. 

When  we  quitted  this  forest  we  reached  a 
lawn  of  great  richncsH,  through  which  trickled 
s  clear  stream,  where  we  were  glad  to  fMUWj 
awhile  and  refresh  after  our  lahour.  Mora  w 
the  name  the  natives  gave  to  dm  (pot.  Beau- 
tiful OS  it  was,  wc  decided  that  it  was  iMt  quite 
high  enough,  and  soon  recommended  our  exer- 
tions ;  and,  after  nnotlter  ascent  through  a  dis- 
mal forest,  n-schoil  a  clear  ^oce  on  its  lummil, 
simiiar  to,  but  smaller  than,  the  one  below. 
This  waft  named  Chatlerlong:  and  here  we  de> 
terniined  to  set  up  our  rest  for  the  remainder  of 
the  day.  It  was  wihlly  situated — ^just  room 
for  our  little  camp  on  a  green  oot-ered  with 
strawberries,  and  all  the  6owere  that  we  love  to 
lev  in  England :  how  delightful  must  such  a 
meoting  be  here  I  Those  only  who  have  toiled ' 
over  the  desert  know  how  to  value  (lie  charms 
of  the  first  green  spot  they  reach ;  and  will  not 
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be  surprised  at  my  joy  io  pluclting  a  covrslip, 
after  having  beeo  several  years  oa  the  plains  of 
India* 

We  were  surrounded  by  wood  on  every  side- 
but  one,  thai  was  opeu  to  the  view  of  Itundur- 
puch.  No  village  was  within  sight,  and  the 
trees  around  were  so  thick  that  wc  could  make  no 
way  through  them:  wc  were  cunfiocd  in  our  ob- 
servations to  the  spncc  on  which  we  stood.  It 
was  delightfully  cool ;  the  thermometer  at  noon 
was  70",  and  at  night  an<l  in  the  morning  4>9"  and 
51".  W«  w.-re  generally  too  glad  to  r^vt  to  care 
about  explofing  our  neighhuurh4xid,  unless 
tomt-thing  very  pmini&ing  invited ;  we  never 
failed,  however,  in  falling  upon  beauties,  when 
we  did  move  in  pursuit  of  them. 

After  a  night's  rest  on  this  beautiful  little 
spot,  we  toiled  up  the  hill  that  rose  above  it,  and 
jn  an  hour  reached  its  summit,  where  wc  found 
a  clear  space  immediately  below  a  ridge  ufjM-aks 
covered  with  mow  :  over  one  of  tlicm  wl-  eross- 
ed,  and  from  it  had  a  very  fine  view,  K-«s  exten- 
sive than  the  fonner  from  Oonchul,  but  still 
magnificent.     We  seemed  to  have  jienetraled  to 
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the  very  re^oDs  of  mow,  and  alnMit  to  be 
transported  to  a  polar  ocean.  We  trere  Icvd 
with  the  lowest  apparent  range  of  cun^s- 
tion,  and  the  peaks  that  bounded  our  frozeu  tern 
rose  like  icebergs  above  it.  The  geueral  lirerjr 
of  perpetual  snow  was  visible  for  a  great  dis- 
tuce. 

Chumora  was  the  common  name  of  the  ridge 
on  which  we  stood,  but  Deahra  the  particular 
peak  wc  were  passing  over.  On  descending  from 
it,  wc  fouitdameadowof  great  extent  with  Bocks 
■of  goats  and  sheep  browsing  upon  it :  the  pas- 
ture appeared  to  be  ricli  and  plentiful,  but  in 
many  parts  it  w«»  Mill  umi<T  snow,  in  which 
the  aheep  seenied  to  utke  |uirticular  plea»urv 
in  standing  in  erowiU  clotel}'  {ucked  together : 
they  belonged  principally  to  the  village*  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ganges. 

The  life  of  a  NlH-])herd  is  by  no  means  a  light 
one :  he  lins  to  drive  his  floekn  a  gri-al  distance 
for  food,  and  often  to  travel  far  in  pursuit  of  a 
•tray  lamb.  Nut  very  far  from  where  the  pa^ 
lure  was,  were  two  small  takes;  one  of  tbeoi 
prettily  surrouoded  by   wood.     The  situation 
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teemed  mad?  for  flocks  nm)  hvrdt.  On  th«  tops 
of  ttie  peaks  aroiiod,  and  on  the-  bmw  of  (he 
roountoin,  I  observed  piany  of  iht-  wiim-  descrip- 
tion of  pik-s  of  &tone  I  havf  bt-fort-  incut  ioiic-d. 
Thi«  Kvint-d  a  more  essential  duty  here  tlian 
cTcn  on  the  last  height  where  I  had  met  tht^ni ; 
and  my  giiide  besought  me  to  allow  him  to  erect 
a  memento  of  my  passapre  acni^s^  and  assured 
me  it  would  be  of  essential  service  to  me  1o 
Iwve  a  representative  so  close  to  the  divinity 
of  the  Jumna— for  wc  were  quitting  his  prc- 
cincu  for  those  of  the  Gangi<«.  He  pointed 
out  the  pillant  of  many  "  Sahib  Logue,"  whom 
he  had  assisted  to  elevate  them ;  but  they  arc 
destint.-d  to  be  nameless,  or  at  least  to  have 
their  ttames  so  altered  in  the  pronunciation, 
that  it  wilt  be  impoHsible  to  die^over  them.  I 
choee  a  peak  where  Uundurpiich  coukl  overlook 
me  most  admirably,  and  after  a  little  labour 
erected  my  testimony  of  respect  for  his  sanO' 
tily;  and  if  the  snowy  god  surveys  the  abode 
of  niy  spirit,  which  my  guide  assured  me  it 
would  become,  with  half  the  pleasure  that  I 
have  done  hts,  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied. 


u 


run  nsw  or  tkx  caxcbs. 


Wevoenotkngui  eemmeadagdat  ikaeeatsi 

it  wm  mr  •crsmblhifr  and  sUding  a  one  as  usuaL 
Aftrr  rtnrrgti^  fnNii  a  grove  of  Red>,  (many  of 
Uwn  bnJifii  and  Klrcwcd  cxi  the  pniuDcl,  whkli 
ICBTe  a  rnricty  to  ibc  cause  of  our  slipping, 
though  tbir  rficct  was  miKh  the  same,)  wo 
fotiDd  oursielvta  od  tbe  point  of  a  projecting 
cra^  that  *'  b»iled  o'pr  ii«  base,"  and  gave  lis 
Uie  6rst  glimpse  of  the  Gangvs,  which  was  rapid 
and  broad,  but  dark  and  sandy  as  it  Sows 
ihrodgh  the  plains.  If  the  souoil  of  Jumonna 
rxcitcd  my  followers  to  a  high  [ntdi.  at  Dterdy 
the  oommeRovmcnt  of  tbrlr  pilgrimage,  bowi 
much  tnoro  «>  wotild  the  ihrici'  welcome  slioul 
of  Gunjia  Jer!  wbiii  they  had  at  k-ngth  gained 
it,  after  a  painful  journey  or  more  tlinu  thirty 
days.  Gimi/a  Jre !  wat  llie  univenal  cry  for 
some  minutes;  and  GiingaJett  mw  echoed  by 
the  vrtKxU  aivd  hilli  around,  till  it  reacbcd  the 
ear*  of  t)ie  sloweitt  of  my  stragglt-rH,  when,  call- , 
iDg  upon  it*  name  long  before  (hey  mw  it,  they 
endeavMuri-d  lu  rush  forward,  snd  enjoy  the 
sight  they  had  been  so  lung  tmling  to  obtain. 
The  Hindoos  saloam'd  ainl  muttered  ila  name 
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over  and  over  again ;  and  even  the  unbending 
Mnhomcmn  seemed  in  mine  way  softened  by  the 
scene.  I  sat  on  onv  ude  (o  allow  full  scope  to 
ttidr  feelings,  afleeled  by  the  beauty  of  the  pic- 
ture as  much  as  they  were  by  the  veneration  of 
the  river. 

The  coolies  were  resolved  that  it  should  prove 
a  day  of  jubilcCi  and  assured  roc  that  the  goat- 
herd they  had  passed  declared  there  was  a  ram  to 
be  sold  in  the  village  of  Barxoo,  whither  wc  were 
going.     I  promised,  if  thut  were  the  case,  they 
should  Tract  upon  it,  and  gave  my  servants  leave 
to  rest  an  hour  to  expatiate  on  the  niugciificcnce 
H      of  the  scene,  and  luxuriate  in  antici)>ation  on 
the  prosjiecl  of  a  pure  draught  of  water  at  last. 
"  What  do  you  think  of  the  Ganges  now?"  I 
asked  of  one  of  niy  Ix-arcrs.     "  I  shall  have  a 
drink  of  gooil   water,"  was  his  reply.      Faith 
goes  a  grenl  way ;  but,  from  the  distant  view 
we  were  taking  of  it,  I  did  not  expect  any  greater 
purity  than  I  find  in  the  mountain  springs.  The 
villages  that  ruse  above  the  bunks  of  the  river, 
(and  wc  coidd  sec  many  of  tlicm,)  were  very 
H     neat;  aivd   the   cultivation   extended  over  the 
H     wboli;  fuce  of  the  country,  from  below  us  to  the 
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«tai  grntt.  We  Ufi  ihii 
fcwflL  tnd,  however,  and  kepc  to  (be  iurtli<eutf 
\emg  in  arriiing  st  Banoo.  It' 
It  above  tbe  river;  to  ve  were 
I  to  be  coBtmt  with  the  ptovpeet  taU,  and 
\  oar  tbnu  witb  what  «p[ieOte  we  could 
«■  Ae  iSs  ibat  na  fiaa  tbe  hills  Rbout  us. 
JwBt  Ml — We  are  djappointed  again  in  not 
I  fcetMgaible  to  reach  the  U(4j  River :  our  joumejr 
Aas  daT  wm  up  tbe  Mes  of  a  rocky  toountain 
totbe  tMlini  sod,  with  noc  a  siogle  tree 
itoAeltrrus.  In  about  four  bours  we  gained  tbe 
bankt  of  Tcmrm,  and  pitched  on  a  little  inn- 
Back-  abore  it  wbeoce  we  can  see  the  Gango,  to 
vhkfa  we  hope  to  descend  to-sMrrow.  Sri  Kan* 
ta,  a  nigged  peak,  ibat  ri*es  so  abruptly  aa 
Karodr  to  afibid  rest  for  tbe  «m>w,  thraugb 
whicb  tbe  Uack  edges  of  its  furrows  sbine,  aod 
make  a  strikii^  coolrast  to  tbe  uostaincd  white 
\  of  all  arMiod.  is  immcdiatrly  c^poMte  us.  Tbr 
red  spinacb,  that  coloured  the  hills  at  Barree. 
"  making  the  green  one  red,"  grows  in  great 
quantity  about  Tearoo. 

We  mrl  here  a  pi'rmn  of  some  authority  from 
tbe  Rajah  of  Tirhcv,  hariog  a  spear  and  a  fonni- 
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dablc  sword,  wlitch  hung  in  a  broad  belt  of  scar* 
let  cloth  fnon)  his  shoulder :  he  was  uttcndod  by 
several  followers,  and  bad  come  to  collect  the 
revenue  of  this  and  the  higher  villages.  Tearoo 
was  rated  at  twenly-6vc  rupees  a  ycnr ;  and  as 
all  beyon<I  have  about  the  same  advantages,  t 
suppose  that  is  the  general  stipend  paid  to  the 
govemment  of  Sirinagur.  The  visits  of  this 
important  personage  arc  the  only  coinmunico- 
tiona  that  take  place  between  his  master  and  sub- 
jects ;  for  they  never  feel  disposed  to  venturv  to 
bis  court:  evenforjusticcitwasnot  worth  while 
to  make  so  long  n  journey ;  n  nntivc  of  a  village 
only  a  few  days'  <iistance  from  ihe  Dlioon,  told 
tne,  when  I  asked  him,  how  hi;  would  obtain 
justice  if  he  were  injured.  They  cannot  have 
much  oeeasi<in  toapply  for  it ;  for  no  crimes,  ao 
cording  to  their  code  of  morHlity,  can  take  place 
among  them  :  they  are  the  most  perfectly  honest 
people  in  the  world ;  although  they  had  every 
opporlunily  of  pilfering,  from  the  car<-K'»s  man- 
ner in  which  my  things  were  allowed  to  lie  about, 
I  never  loHt  an  article. 

When  the  mentber.i  of  a  village  are  as  one  fa- 
mily, it  would  require  no  great  vigilance  to  dc- 
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tect  any  misdemeanour,  if  tuch  were  likely  tooc- 
cur.  I  Dcver  could  bear,  however,  of  a  critni- 
nal  of  the  slightest  degree  in  any  part  trf  the 
mountains.  The  same  deference  is  yielded  to 
age  among  th«m,  as  is  generally  in  savage 
tribes  Although  the  young  men  do  not  lise  on 
the  approach  of  an  old  oi>e,  thry  obL'V  him  with 
great  rea(linc»»;  and  the  most  aged  i»  genenlly 
the  ruler  or  head  man  of  a  village. 

I  was  obliged  to  litre  a  |H-r«>n  K>me  days  ago 
to  carry  a  portion  of  my  tent ;  and  the  only  one 
that  could  be  spared  was  an  old  man.  He  wU* 
lingly  took  up  the  burden ;  and  the  moment  he 
had  xhoulderetl  it,  a  murmur  arose  that  he  was 
too  old  for  such  n  weight,  and  ercn  women  were 
anxious  to  spare  him  the  labour.  His  pride, 
perhaps,  was  hurl,  for  he  refused  all  asdstaocc, 
and  trudged  briskly  away. 

As  the  path  was  dangerous,  hi«  fellow-vil- 
lagers begged  the  party  to  take  care  of  him,  and 
watch  that  he  did  not  stumble :  he  laughed  at 
their  care,  and  assured  me  that  he  could  travd 
with  any  man  in  the  hiUs.  He  had  not  gooe 
very  far,  when  a  scream  from  the  nllage,  which 
overhung  a  deep  preei[Mee,  (ihc  opposite  aide 
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of  which  we  were  wioding  down  by  a  stony  and 
oearly  perpendicuhir  track,)  intimated  that 
Bonielhing  had  huppcnt^d.  I  ran  to  the  edge  of 
the  aby»s  and  fuiw  my  pix>r  old  man  with  his 
load  srill  sticking  to  hixbtu'k,  rolling  away  to  the 
bottom  of  it.  He  iiad  brcn  too  confident,  and 
bia  pride  wa«  iloomet)  to  liavc  a  severe  fall. 
There  wa*  od  imnii-dinic  pursuit  from  both 
odes :  the  peciplc  of  the  village  gained  the  race ; 
and  juxt  as  tbo  old  man  had  disengaged  himself 
from  the  laid,  whirh  went  bounding  away, 
a  youth  intvr]iu!ted,  and  naved  him.  "  He  ia 
too  old,"  was  the  only  comment  made  by  the 
lookers-on,  which  waH  murmured  in  every  variety 
of  tone.  IHiey  carried  him  to  the  road  again,  and 
insisted  upon  Iiia  returning  (othc village,  where, 
from  the  loud  voices  I  soon  heard,  the  women 
took  the  liberty  of  rating  him  soundly  for  hia 
folly.  It  is  only  for  civilised  countrin  to  dis- 
play the  scandal  of  neglected  old  nge.  1 1  sltuiild 
be  a  mortifying  reflection,  that  among  wivngo 
alone  can  those  who  haw  fallen  *  into  the  »erc' 
look  with  eerlainty  to  command  that  respect 
which  should  accompany  old  age. 
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Jvm  5th. — At  bat  ««  m  Matfd  by  the  bonkij 
of  the  Bhaginthi :  thi»  U  th«  sacred  name  of  I 
Game%  utd  is  generally  applied  by  Ilindooa  to 
that  part  of  it  inthin  lh«  mountainit  nnd  tW  holy 
brancb  that  flows  past  Moorsliedabad,  and 
chaii;^  aftrrwnnls  into  the  Hoogly.  This  Bha> 
girathi  «as  ibc choleric  uini  wbudnuik  ttierirer 
diy,  when  it  once  impeded  hi^  coune,  and  gave 
it  up  again  at  tho  earnest  interoessMii  of  another 
ttini,  a  greater  friend  to  his  fcllow-creaturea. 

Uescemling  from  Teaioo,  we  passed  orer  the^ 
rocky  sides  of  high  nMMintains  to  a  lai^  stream^ 
that  ran  into  the  river,  from  tlie  snowy  summit  of 
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a  neighbouring  mount.  It  was  not  an  easy  way 
Ity  any  means  that  brought  us  to  tb«  shore 
of  this  long-«xpected  object.  My  servants, 
who  seemed  to  hnrc  practised  a  rigorous  svlf- 
ilenial  till  they  could  meet  with  lh«ii-  reward, 
rushed  forward  to  scizeit,  in  a  draught  of  water 
from  the  Ganges ;  and  rvvclleilinilalllth>Iinay 
■ay:  for  when  one  of  them  hastened  to  gra- 
tify mc,  as  he  imagined,  with  (he  divine  clcmenl, 
I  was  forced  to  put  it  from  my  lips,  la  gr«al  was 
the  sediment. 

We  had  been  out  six  hours,  and  I  chase  a  spot* 
(the  only  clear  space  we  could  6nd)  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  to  encamp  on.  There  was  a 
bigb  rocic  behind  tl,  from  which  a  cataract  fell : 
both  the  profane  and  devout  therefore  could  be 
satisfied  by  uliiking  their  thirst  in  their  own  way, 
for  I  periii»letl  in  In-Iimging  to  the  former  class, 
in  spte  of  the  contempt  and  astoni^ment  my 
taste  gave  rise  to.  The  river  is  about  eighty 
yards  wide,  and  flow.i  rapidly  over  a  bed  of  »tone 
with  BO  preat  a  noiiie,  that  frequently  during  the 
night  I  fancied  there  was  a  violent  storm.  The 
water  has  the  »ame  appearance  as  it  posdeases  in 
the  plains— of  tbe  colour  of  sand,  and  m  uch  im- 
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prC|gMt«l  with  it  when  skimmed  even  from  ihe 
surfoce.  Tliv  rivvr  is  very  deep  in  some  |>1ac«*, 
and  [>uH.Hi-9  Mnuuthly  ovi  r  its  bnl,  but  with  great 
rapidity:  for  when  inter(;q»(vd  l)y  Ihv  slightnt 
obfttacles,  it  chafes  with  tremendous  uproar. 

OppuMte  UB,  oi)  the  other  ude  of  tlie  rirvr,  is 
a  atcep  era;;,  on  uhjch  play  innumerable  mon- 
keys, with  black  faces  and  grey  beards,  bearing 
the  strongest  reMmdilanee  to  the  old  men  of  the 
mountains.  They  sci'm  confounded  with  our 
CBtabliKhmi'iit,  and  wc  arc  rvidciitly  object*  of 
much  s]Kcuhitiuii  to  tbcm.  The  rock  on  which' 
they  gambol  is  as  high  as  ]>uver  (Mifl*;  and  some 
hang  half  way  duirn,  nut  vngagt«t  in  liic  drnui- 
ful  trade  of  g%lh(.Ting^>ainphiri.-,bul  in  watching 
all  our  iMiveiucrnlK,  fniin  u*  feiirful  positions.  A 
black  bi>«r  of  very  good  size  (I  say  black  b^  j 
cause  there  arc  many  white  ones  tn  the  moua^^l 
taina)  came  down  to  lliv  aatcr  to  drink ;  bulon 
seeing  us,  he  thought  it  prudent  to  retire. 

June  6th. — Suchi,  where  we  are  now  arrived, 
is  tbe  second  village  on  tbe  Ganges ;  and  from 
the  nearly  impassable  barrier  that  divides  it  fiDin 
those  below,  it  secins  to  l>elong  to  tbe  myste- 
rious regions  that  CTcry  fre*I»   footstep  shows 
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US  wv  on.'  fast  npproaching ;  for  a  gate  of  diffi* 
cully  utd  dnngcT  is  placed  l)t>neath  it,  to  warn 
the  iravcllur  tliat  it  is  no  light  lahoiir  to  altaJD 
even  an  earthly  thrinc.  Much  is  to  he  suffered 
and  overcome,  before  this  boundary  can  be 
pa&secl :  and  a  hard  (ask  it  was  to  persuadv  nty 
followers  to  altetiipt  it. 

I  can  Dcver  hope  to  convey  a  desmripiion  of  our 
struggles  to  win  the  precinctn  of  Gungoutri,  yet 
mttst  endi>avour  to  give  Mime  little  idea  of  then). 
On  leaving  our  foriiier  alxide,  we  pasned  over  a 
brittle  bridge  of  wattle  to  the  Itft  Imnic  of  the 
river.  It  van  a  hundn-d  yanlH  hruad — rather  a 
lof^  distance  for  the  trembling  contrivances 
uaed  for  {Kiuing.  For  more  than  a  mile,  (or,  to 
compute  more  eerlainly,  for  half  an  hour,)  we 
hopped  over  a  path  of  loose  pointed  stones,  their 
sliarpcst  parts  turned  up,  as  though  they  had 
been  placed  there  on  purpose,  as  a  trial  of  forti- 
tude to  the  pilgrims  who  go  barefooted  to  the 
•ouree  of  the  river.  The  penance  is  not  unlike  the 
tnfliciion  of  n  shoe  full  of  peas ;  but  with  this  ad- 
ditional disadvantage,  that  it  u-ouldbeimpottsible 
to  "  soften  rocks' — at  least  by  boUiag  them. 
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The  same  sort  of  overhanging  cliffa  of 
height,  bclu-een  which  wc  were  eocaoiped  ye».l 
tcnlay,   rose  aboTe   the  river;    and  we   were 
obliged  Id  paM  up  their  face*  by  the  unevenness 
in  them.  The  nsccDt  of  the  great  Pyramid  of 
Ghizeh.  with  much  lees  room  and  regularity  than 
its  angle,  prcsentN  tlu*  nearest  compnrismt  I 
find  fur  it ;  bul  it  was  a  frequent  recurreooe' 
of  &uch  a  feat-     We  had  no  sooner  erossed  one 
pyramid,  than  another  offered  itself  to  our  e«ca- 
(adc.     ^V)te^e  two  projecting  parts  wer«  loo  far 
asundvr  to  allow  of  thtdr  being  uken  at  a  strp^l 
the  braiic])  uf  a  tree  wai  ihruwn  acroM,  and 
made  to  doubtful  a  footing,  il  wa«  iiupoiuible 
to  pauw:  ou  the  spring.     Laddera,  similar  to 
thone  uf  Jumnouiri,   were   placed  agwnst   the 
slippery  surfaces  of  rocks  where  there  wa«  no 
rest  for  the  feel.      Sonietimes  tliey  were  Gn> 
lened  above  by  ro[ies(>rtwtKted  grass,  yet  green, 
and  sometimes  left  (o  be  steadied  by  the  weight 
of  the  body  lltat  was  ascending. 

I  estimated  the  height  of  two  or  three  at  thiny 
feet ;  and  w  bile  the  water  was  fuanii  og  below,  and 
the  trunk  of  the  tree  trembled  in  the  grasps  it  was 
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not  «urprUing  that  no  sound  wan  bran]  but  the 
heavy  beating  of  the  hearts  around.  CunvuUionw 
hod  occasionally  riven  thr  ntck,  and  the  inter* 
raU  were  filled  up  by  the  sicpn  «f  wtxxl  w  sin- 
gularly contriTpd.thal  it  was  as  ditlicull  to  mount 
from  one  to  another,  as  it  would  have  U'cii  to 
spring  up  the  space.  It  seemed  to  he  the  inten- 
tion ofthcnrtiKuns  of  Stichi,(for  to  their  ingenuity 
wc  wrri;  indebted  for  our  passage,)  to  afford  a* 
much  variety  as  they  could  :  to  assist  us  to  iilidc 
down  the  faces  of  rucks,  tht-y  formed  a  channti 
between  two  trees,  in  the  middle  of  which  wc^ 
placed  ourselves,  and  slipped  with  the  sudden- 
nem  of  a  sledge  to  the  Iwltom.  It  required  no 
practice  to  excel  in  this  "/acUi»  dewenmt:"  the 
great  IcMxm  to  Icnrn  was  when  and  where  to  stop, 
for  the  ntlainment  of  which  we  were  too  often 
juktified  in  apprehending  a  hopeless  incn|>aciiy. 
We  nevertheliTut  pa^(scd  this  "  Giant's  Cuutc- 
way"  in  safety,  and  soon  entered  a  country  that 
struck  us  with  as  much  surprise  as  the  enchanted 
kingdom  of  the  Prince  of  the  Black  Islet  had 
inspired  the  king  with  in  the  Arabian  Nights'  En- 
tertainment*, when  it  sprung  upon  the  skirts  of 
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purpose  bj  their  clnniotir.  Wc  iiatHet]  on.thcrc- 
forv,  williout  ftetmiing  to  notici'  llieni,  further  than 
by  imiling  at  their  thioking  it  necesiiary  to  rest; 
aad  left  lliein  to  "  screw  their  courage  to  the 
stickiag-point"  as  they  best  might;  feeling  cer- 
tain, that  as  we  had  gone  before,  the  things  would 
to  some  way  be  sure  to  follow.  We  were  not  dis- 
appointed— they  did  arrive;  but  night  had  nearly 
set  in  upon  us  first. 

The  Tindal  (hoiighl  it  ncresanry  to  excuse  his 
dday  by  along  cjitiilogue  of  sensations,  deUvered 
with  all  tl)c  hyiKrrboleof  iin  rastcrn  story-teller; 
"This  one's  heart  burst;"  and  "  that  one's  head 
«plit ;"— " one  trembled  at  the  bottom;"  imd 
**  the  other  tottered  on  tlie  top.^  No  accident, 
however,  occurred,  and  we  were  nut  sorry  to 
witness  the  preparations  making  for  our  lirst  rncid 
at  scveii  u'clocit  in  the  evening. 

"  How  romantic!"  I  think  1  hoar  you  exclaim, 
to  lie  all  day  in  a  cave,  where  the  Seven  Sleepers 
might  Itavc  reniuineil  still  unditcovi'-red — gazing 
upon  woods  and  wild>,  thundering  cataracts,  and 
rushing  riven!  Butalas!  thcromunceofevcnsuch 
i  aooD  dies  avay  before  the  unpoetical  spirit 
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of  huufrcr  lliat  hud  accompanied  us  to  our  i»- 
trcsl.  I  began  to  be  t^adly  veary  of  iny  unin- 
lcrri)])t<.-ti  wcluisioii.  La  toiitude  est  une  beiie 
cho»e:  but  it  rcqtiirvs, aftcmll, aomvlhiDg  morr 
evcii  tlinn  being  able  to  tay  to  n  rcspoosivr 
qaeUju'un :  "  lAt  tolilude  at  wn*  bellt  cAom." 
I  am  not  ashamed  to.iay  that  a  )iic-nic  hvightni* 
Midi  a  »c«ne  considerably. 

Tiiere  is  Mtniething,  however,  in  the  stilliM-M, 
tbc  awful  stilliivsii  of  a  owuniain  summit,  wher^ 
as  in  the  Himnlnyn,  above  all  human  umcii^ 
tiDDS,  it  <-xc».hU  e^'cn  I  lie  deepest  feelings  ever 
yet  excited  by  the  rt^ons  of  romance.  Though 
a  mind  were  pi-rfectly  iiicjipablc  bi-fore  of  solrom 
Gonlemplation,  it  could  hardly  renist  rising  to  it 
in  such  a  ntuation :  there  is  a  monotony — a  har- 
Txtwiiig  waste,  in  the  solitary  desert,  that  wither* 
the  spirit  as  the  soil  is  parched.  It  is  not  ra^y 
to  concave  the  rapture  that  the  refugee  Prend)- 
man  declared  it  gave  him  to  gallop  over  itsduuy 
tandic  I  should  not  find  it  difficult,  however,  to 
aympathiee  with  him,  had  be  avowed  such  a 
feeling  from  eren  ihc  least  towering  of  this 
mighty  region.     Mountainevrs  have  ever  betn 
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celfbrau-d  for  (ln-ir  devotion  to  iheir  native  hills : 
sntl  who  can  bi-  surprised  at  such  love,  even  wher« 
il  gTx>w>  into  contempt  for  the  "  Sassenach  ?" 
What  tiattiniliKt  can  expect  the  eagle  to  nestle 
*rith  the  wriMi  ?  I  e«ii  never  restrain  my  enthii- 
•iaMn,when  1  write  uf  the  grundeurormounlaui- 
scenery.  But  to  return  la  the  heautitis  of  the 
Ganges. 

Praf^entfl  of  cooking  veaaeU  and  blackened 
stones,  by  the  water's  side,  showetl  ihnt  we  had 
fallen  upon  the  track  of  pilgrims.  Wc  hiive  met 
many  returning  from  Gungoutri,  tliungh  vre  have 
been  only  one  day  on  the  route  thither;  »everal 
luul  come  from  great  dintiuiceit,  and  were  carrying 
the  iioly  water  from  the  ttource  of  the  river  to 
their  respvctivL-  abudef,  even  to  Benares  and  to 
Ju^emaut.     Among  them  was  a  woman  of  ap- 
parently eighteen  or  twenty  years  of  age,  who 
had  travelled  from  Klhow,  and  had  been  to  Jum- 
iwutri  as  well  as  Gungoutri,  and  was  now  on  her 
•my  to  Kedar-Nath.     She  chow  the  longeM, 
though  easiest  way,  and  fntm  the  Jumna  had 
reached  thcGnngcn  »t  Burahat.  Hhehad  Imthur 
hiithand  not  long  ago,  and  wa«  making  a  pilgri* 
inag«  to  these  holy  spots  for  the  peace  of  his 


^ 


1 


90 


lELIUIOnS  lIBXDICAirTa. 


wol:  bn-  labour  to  atlain  this  object  was  tre* 
niendous;  for  she  was  hnlf-nakcd,  and  hvr  frcl 
wrrc  blffitlinfT  frtHi)  Ihv  pointed  stones.  I  fancied 
thil  flw  had  adopted  lhi>  mode  In  pivfcn-ncr  to 
ibe  Suttee,  and  looked  with  great  inlerext  upon 
her;  but  I  could  not  learn  her  history  :  oil  «hc 
pOMCsaed,  her  cooking^potsand  food,  the  cnrrwl 
in  a  httnitle  on  her  head.  A  roguish-looking 
brahmin,  wIki  seemed  to  encoorage  her  pi^V. 
took  toinvthiiig  more,  I  suspect,  than  a  falberly 
care  «>f  her. 

In  the  plains,  and  particularly  in  the  neigh- 
bonrhood  of  Allahabad.  I  had  often  obwrvcd 
strings  of  religious  mendicants,  with  bottles  of 
water  balanced  across  ihcir  shoulders;  and  al- 
though I  was  titcn  willing  to  accord  them  all 
praise,  I  shall  view  them  as  much  more  mentori- 
ous,  now  that  I  hare  been  able  to  witness  their 
dinicullics  in  otitainiug  it.  It  seems  indeed  an 
absurdity,  tliat  so  great  a  laboirr  should  be  be- 
stowed for  n  pJiiul  i)f  dirly  water ;  but  it  is  rx- 
plaiiu'd  satixfocturily  eoough,  when  we  learn  that 
the  rich  men  of  the  plains  are  glad  to  give  large 
prices  for  it ;  they  take  very  good  care,  however, 
never  to  go  in  pursuit  of  it  tbcmsclres.     It  can 
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only  l>v  bomi:  hy  men  of  the  brahtiUD  caste ;  and 
to  llic  poor  of  thai  order,  who  gain  ■  livelihood 
bj  tht>  rvpiiialion  of  nnctity,  and  to  whom  one 
place  is  RK  ^nhI  sk  another,  llitir  trntlc  obtaining 
them  food  and  drinic  uhererer  ihey  go,  pcTh«)M 
such  a  trip  is  little  more  than  idleness.  They 
exact  whatever  they  wish  from  every  village; 
and  the  poor  mouniiiinccrs,  credulous  and  igno- 
rant, think  it  sioftil  to  refute  them. 

A  iialiveofl'^aroo  begged  charity  from  me,  on 
the  pli-a  of  a  faquir  having  taken  all  he  gxivtesaed 
from  him  sonic  days  before :  "  and  because  I  had 
no  money  tu  give  him,"  said  lie,  "  he  inMsted  on 
having  my  eur-rings." — "Why  did  you  pan  wiih 
them  ?"  I  askeil.  "He  wra»afa*juir:  whalcould 
I  do?"  was  the  reply.  I  was  amused  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  man  eohiured  the  indignity  of 
begging.  He  brought  niv  a  number  of  walnuts, 
and^plaeing  them  before  ine,Miid  his  children  had 
sent  them  as  a  present,  unit  li<>|ied  I  wouhl  nU 
them  for  Uieir  wikeN.  He  turned  the  conversation 
i-ith  great  ingenuity  to  faquirs,  and  (old  me  the 
ule  of  hii  robliery  wiih  a  careless  air;  then 
ctockioga  walnut,  andolfefingittome,  when  he 
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lliougbt  he  had  woti  ID}-  intore«t,  hoped  I  would 
give  him  something  to  replace  hiit  ear-rings, 
nitlioot  which  h«  felt  quite  unooni forcible.  ^^ 

Suchi  ia  situated  in  the  mid^t  of  xanwy  hills:  ^H 
it  stands  a  great  height  abore  the  river,  and  on 
the  lower  end  of  the  ridge,  which  runs  nearcU  to 
the  outer  barrier,  between  it  and  the  Jumna; 
Lingu  is  the  nani<r  of  the  hinderntost  rangie,  and 
Kalla  the  snow-capped  peak  iu  front. 

June  8th. — From  Suchi,  four  hours  brought  u« 
to  the  first  villageon  Ihv  Ganges,  Xooklw.  It  is 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  immediatel; 
opposite  Dondi.  Wr  had  )>aMcd  over  a  good 
rood,  for  witliin  the  limits  of  the  wall  we  coo- 
quercd  y rslcrday,  we  have  found  "  a  )>sppy  val- 
ley." compared  with  most  that  we  have  j>as»cd. 
Between  this  village  and  Dorali,  a  few  da^'a  ago, 
there  was  a  bridge;  but  the  water  having  sud^ 
denljr  risen,  it  was  swept  away:  it  consisted 
merely  of  planks  posft^l  from  tliis  sidt-  loan  island 
of  sand  in  the  centre,  and  iheiice  to  the  opposite 
ahore.  The  bed  of  iheriviT  must  Iwal  leant  four 
hundred  yards  broad :  it  has  many  islands  in  it, 
round  wliich  the  water  ru»l)rt  witli  great  rapidity 
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and  apparent  cle]nh.  The  coinmunicatign  b^- 
iwwn  these  two  nllagea  beinj;  ihuw  interritpled, 
hiu  caused  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  obliged 
me  to  remain  longer  than  I  proposed,  to  obtain 
supplies  of  grain  for  five  or  iix  days.  Tlie 
brahminK  of  Mookbu  declare  that  they  have 
noi  meal  enough  in  the  village  for  ten  men,  uud 
have  bciMi  jthoiiting  all  day  long  to  tlic  opposite 
Ktde,  for  the  Kwindar  to  scud  somv  over :  as 
(hey  do  not  seein  wry  anxinus  towrve  tis,  and 
the  distance  rcuind  is  six  njilen,  by  a  bridge 
three  milen  higher  up  the  stream,  I  must  submit 
with  all  the  patience  I  c^n. 

I  ant  assailed  in  the  mean  time  with  the  cries 
of  hunger  on  one  side,  and  the  lies  of  hypocrisy 
on  the  other.  The  brahmins,  who  are  ever  (he 
most  difficult  to  deal  with,  prctcntl  t"  «-rve  nie 
with  the  utmost  anxiety,  and  strive  to  avoid 
parting  with  an  ounce  of  flour.  The  ap(>otiteK  of 
ni™  who  can  dtvour  a  mm,  are  not  easily  con- 
trolled,  and  I  have  sli|>pc<l  thcni  on  the  pursuit. 
It  has  had  the  dedrcd  vfTccI,  and  much  mure 
than  requisite  has  been  pro<)uci-d;  while  my 
•cn'ants  oiisurc  mc  there  is  yet  abundance  of 
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"  corn   in   Eyypt." — The  addilion  of   ri^ty 

people  to  a  small  population,  may  hmrcrcr,  have 

the  eRcct  of  creating  an  apprehension  of  faoiine, 

if  it  should  not  ledtic*^  theni  to  that  state  itself: 

so  I  cannot  wholly  blame  them  for  withholding 

a  itipply.    I  cannol  give  them  cretlil  cither  for 

acting  only  from  self-preservation ;  for  1aL»IU^ct, 

I  fear,  is  the  first  grand  cause  of  Iheir  objec 

tion.     Il  if  II  little  barefaced  to  answer,    '*  We 

are  brahmins,  and  have  no  land :  there  is  a  n^ 

mindar  a  day'*  journey  frxxn  us;"  while  the 

com  is  cutting  down  before  our  eyes,  and  the 

water-mill  turning  with  deafening  doim  within 

our  hearing. 

I  ennnot,  from  my  experience  at  Moolcha, 
withdniw  my  condemnation  of  the  mountain 
priestN.  They  arc  as  dirty  and  ignorant  as  their 
brothers  whom  I  have  already  celebrated  fw 
eminenee  in  tho«  qualities;  and  their  women 
"  out-Herod  Herod."  Tliereisone  man,  bow. 
ever,  in  this  village,  who  can  write  and  rend :  he 
was  educated  at  Barahat,  where  there  ooce  was 
a  Bcbool ;  but  I  fear  the  Ecboolmastrr  found 
himself  too  Utttc  appTxriatcd  to  be  teroplcd  u 
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continur  his  vocitUtm.  He  i«  a  thrcwrd  knave, 
■nd  has  )tad  the  «(N'an(jige  of  travelling  a 
liulc:  he  liuH  km-n  in  ibr  valley  of  llie  Dhoon 
—a  grful  event!  aiid  I  luive  begged  him  to 
guide  us  tM  Guiigoutri.  He  writes  on  the  bark 
<if  a  tree,  tho  Boji  Futia,  well  known  througlw 
out  India  att  the  inner  covering  of  Hookalt  (inalies: 
and  it  makes  a  capital  substitute  for  paper. 
The  trees  are  in  great  quantity  heitabouts; 
and  as  the  bark  is  peeled  off  in  large  stieets,  it 
requires  no  preparation,  nor  is  it  necessary  to 
have  a  peculiar  pen  to  write  with,  as  is  the  case 
with  leaves  that  arc  still  usnl  for  that  pur))o8c  in 
the  East. 

The  niitive*  of  Ceylon  a»  yet  employ  no  paper : 
they  write  on  thin  leaves  of  the  OU,  and  are 
obliged  to  make  use  of  an  iron  pen,  which  they 
support  in  a  notch  cut  in  the  thumb-nail  of  the 
Ififi  hand,  allowed  to  grow  for  such  purpose:  a 
literary  man  is  discovered  by  such  a  mark.  A 
quill  or  a  reed  serves  my  friend  of  Mookba,  for 
the  pen  rune  as  quickly  over  the  skin  of  (he 
Boji  as  it  would  over  the  surface  of  a  glazed 
sli«et.    I  know  I  am  not  relating  any  thing  new 
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tfak  tralj  nuuisl  p^wr;  for  I 
be&re  the  -motd  iAer,  a  book,  vu  derived  fran 
ihe  cuKoa  of  onig  a  amiUr  oat. 

I  bare  been  Toy  Btich  surpri«d  to  find  KTcnd 
deaf  aad  dunb  dddm  to  this  vilL^^ :  I  have 
■cm  fire  bnyt  and  oae  naa  »  afltctad,  sod  the 
tHidunin  tells  me  lh«rc  aic  as  aunj  more  in 
Dorsli,  in  the  uuue  Oate-  They  attribute  it. 
■t  tbejr  do  erenr  calami^  oat  of  the  onaunoe 
eoorae,  to  drinking  tbe  snow.watrr.  It  is  not 
tmsj  to  adopt  such  a  eoociasion,  if  one  maj  pre- 
sume thry  wrrebom  m. 

The  manner  of  kcvprng  tnfantx  asleep,  by  Uy- 
iog  them  under  a  trickling  rill  which  falls  grnlly 
upon  the  headi  comnKin  in  the  Sinnoor  ratify  of 
hills,  might  possibly  pixxlucr  that  effect,  were  It 
practiu^  here;  it  is  here,  however,  too  cold  fiw 
such  a  roelhod.  A  refractory  periun  has  fr^ 
quently  been  rentored  to  order  in  Enji^land  by 
the  ciiuling  di»cip1inc  of  a  pMpip ;  l>ul  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  retilessness  of  a  babe  oould 
be  safely  overcome  by  cradling  it  under  a  spout. 
In  tbeae  mountain*,  cliildrvn,  an  lulled  to  sleep, 
grow  up  to  be  Uoiit  anil  hardy  o>en  and  women. 
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I  do  not  insinuntc,  however,  that  t)ie  pcnnl  code 
of  tto  English  nursery  would  Ix-  iniprovpd  by 
such  a  process,  notwithstanding  the  nniiiKi^icnt 
ibat  might  lie  dciivi-d  from  the  pcrpcliml  jilay  of 
well-arranged  shower-baths  over  the  screaming 
pets  of  a  large  family. 

The  parents  of  the  dumb  youtha  call  them 
idiots,  and  say  they  are  good  for  nothing.  The 
t.'xpr<.'8sions  of  their  countenances  )>elic  that  chiu 
racier  :  they  appear  to  me  to  be  Uvely  and  in- 
quisitive to  s  degree— qualities  that  fools  never 
posMM.  The  wnnl  of  power  in  the  parents  to 
expreos  their  wLihe;*  in  any  other  way  flian  by 
speech,  ix  rather  the  cause  of  their  oselessncss 
than  imWcility.  "  He  is  a  fool — he  cannot 
speak,"  they  say,  aitha  shnigof  eotitcnipt;  and 
certainly  they  arc  right  to  set  sndi  store  by 
speech,  for  it  is  the  only  thing  that  raises  them 
above  the  level  of  brutes.  The  father  of  one  of 
the  lads — a  handsome  boy,  with  a  large  black 
eye — complained  that  he  could  not  even  depend 
on  his  tending  the  cattle ;  for  he  would  fre- 
quently sit  on  the  wildest  crag,  and  seem  to  care 
for  nothing,  watching  the  sun  when  it  set,  as  the 
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sacred  spot,  wliich  Done  can  dare  to  penetrate 
without  an  altendiint  spirit  front  Mookba.  I>o- 
rali,  the  opjiosile  villaf^,  h  situated  on  the*  bank* 
of  llie  river,  in  s  recess  made  by  a  cleft  in  the 
tnouolain,  down  which  a  torrent  of  water  falhi, 
apparently  direct  from  the  mows  of  Sri  Kanta,the 
peak  of  which  rises  like  a  marble  pyramid  above 
it.  Thick  forests  of  pine  extend  from  the  water 
ta  ihc  skirts  of  the  frozen  region,  and  water 
ru^tH'ft  dr»wn  to  the  river  from  the  heights 
around,  growing  into  large  Ktreamt  licfoic  it 
reacheHiL  Ah  I  have  arranged  my  commiHKariat 
to  be  Kiipplied  for  an  many  days  as  we  shall  be 
abwnt  from  llie  hum  of  men,  to-morrow  wc  mean 
to  reach  the  celebrated  Cow's  Month ;  and  we 
have  a  large  tribe  of  pilgrims  in  our  train. 
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JcSB  9tb. — Wc  luiTe  si  loigth  gained  the 
mysUrious  pncinctK  c/  ibc  Holv  Kivrr.  Bhsiro 
Ghati,  bdoir  Khkh  wc  are  ciicain{Kd,  i*  ihnv 
hours*  walk  from  Mookba :  midway  betvwD  it 
aad  (hat  villagr  wc  citMned  •  bridge  to  the  k-A 
bank  of  the  river,  and  by  a  tolerable  patfa  ar- 
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rivwl  ut  ihis  ghat,  from  which  we  descended  to 
ARolhrr  bridge  about  thirty  yards  long,  and  aa 
maoy  in  height  above  the  stream.  We  are 
placed  on  a  little  pinnacle,  just  large  enough  to 
contain  the  party*  and  over-looking  the  conJ!u- 
enceof  the  Jnhnavi  with  the  Dhagirnthi. 

Bhairo  Ghati  is  a  place  of  great  sanctity,  from 
it*  l>cing  perhaps  the  last  height  a  pilgrim  had  to 
reach,  ere  he  dfuccnded  to  the  grand  olijccl  of 
adoration,  tlie  Cow'»  Mouth.  To  me  it  proved 
n  place  of  great  pleasure,  for  it  introduced  to 
mc  the  first  goosi'berries  1  have  seen  since  I  left 
England:  there  are  close  to  my  present  situa- 
tio<n  a  great  number  of  them,  as  well  as  currants. 
It  if  simple,  perhaps,  to  turn  from  «tich  a  cele- 
brated «ix>t  lo  coii(eiiiplat«^  n  gooseberry-bush  ! 
but  the  native  of  the  northern  hemisphere  pre- 
fers hi*  own  little  star  to  the  bright  constellation 
of  tlie  soutiiem  cross ! 

Legendx  say,  (»o  my  brahmin  guide  informs 
inei)  lluit  once  there  wii:<  no  ruad  l)eyond  thin, 
and  here  concluded  the  toils  of  the  pilgrim.  The 
rock,  which  has  hitleinnre  remarkable  in  it  than 
a  carity  apparently  worn  by  ilie  water,  once 
j(»ned  a  neighbour  on  the  other  dde,  and  formed 
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an  arch,  very  little  above  the  surrace  of  the 
stream:  then  it  nrscmblcd  the  mouth  of  a  cow, 
and  iiafl  worshippi'd  from  the  oppoaie  shore  of 
the  Jahnavi.  As  nuihinf;  could  bo  mth  bpyvod 
it,  the  river  was  suppnied  to  ittue  fnitn  the 
mouth ;  and  so  great  a  miracle  merited  atiitable 
devotion:  an  earthquake  probably  divided  it,  if 
over  it  were  joined,  and,  the  veil  being  rent,  a 
more  holy  spot  was  ditcovere<l.  Ttie  Dha^ifathi 
iiovs  from  the  south,  and  the  Jalinavi  from  the 
east.  To  a  common  obwrver,  one  has  as  much 
claim  to  be  the  true  Ganges  as  the  other ;  of  the 
same  width  and  colour,  and  apparently  the  aama 
depth,  ami  runnine;  with  eigual  rapidity  between 
siniihtr  cWintTU  of  ntoky  mountains. 

It  i*  furpriKing  to  sec  rivvrs  so  great  a  sJae,  so 
near  tli<-ir  probable  murcc*.  At  the  point  of 
their  junction  the  be<l  i*  folly  Kisty  yards  broad, 
and  the  Ganges,  as  far  as  visible,  is  between 
twenty  ami  thirty.  So  late  as  1808,  so  little  was 
known  of  thi*  place,  that  it  was  believed,  from 
the  report  of  a  n.ilive,  to  lie  narrow  enowgh  to 
be  Imped  over :  it  could  be  done  by  no  coaiinoD- 
limb(.-d  mortal. 

The  rivers  ru»h  lowjird*  each  other  with  tre. 
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mendoiifi  noise  and  swiftness,  tncirtin»  at  ri^ht 
angles,  and  sweeping  awny  (o  the  vrcst ;  receiv- 
ing from  the  mountains  around  many  tributary 
streams.  I  passed  over  a  deep  cliasra  in  a  roek 
this  niurning  bv  it  narrow  plank,  at  tbe  bottom 
of  which  ran  n  brook  of  i-igbtecii  or  twenty  feet 
in  width.  The  scenery  around  irt  wild:  no  bills 
areriMblc  lieyond  tliottewhiob  inimecfimely  bound 
the  river,  saveasnovy  riilge  eulU-d  Mnllorra,  to 
the  nortb'West.  The  peaks  of  the  nearest  an-  of 
rough  and  ragged  rocks,  wilb  now  and  then  a 
patch  of  snow  in  their  crevices.  Thi-ir  bases  for 
about  a  hundred  fevt  from  the  water,  are  formed 
ofoverhangingcrags,  worn  into slmostcvery shape 
by  the  friction  of  the  river :  magniliceDl  pine-trees 
grow  on  (he  brows  of  the  hills,  and  shoot  bke 
tall  musts  from  the  cic-fts  of  tlie  projecting  cliflit. 
When  large  nnuutes  of  stone  are  disimili-d  from 
the  mountains,  (for  many  [ie  sealtered  atuumi, 
OS  though  placed  there  by  the  shock  of  an  earth- 
qualie,  for  sometimes  such  convuluons  do  occur,) 
fMiH-trees  spring  up  to  a  great  size  upon  them, 
without  the  least  appearance  of  earth  to  nourish 
ibetn.  A  mighty  pyramid  of  stone  staikds  b^ 
hind  my  tent,  that  has  evidraiUy  fallen  from  a 
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great  height ;  for  1)k  spncc  it  occupied  above  U 
vijiiblr,  with  the  inv*  it  hruughl  with  it  in  its 
desR^ni,  gri-vn  iind  floii ritihinjr  nbniit  it. 

B<K>ii  iirtcr  w(-  ({iiitttHi  Mooklu  wti  bvgttn  la 
meet  ihv  caims  that  the  pilgrims  havrpiU'dupia 
.coinnictnnrationof  their  Uibours.  ThcyareauiD- 
bcrlcss  bpyontl  belief,  and  pliieed  in  the  nxnt 
whimaieal  pogitions.  Some  arc  exposetl  u-jih  i 
degree  of  o«tent»tion  in  the  midjtt  of  the  path, 
each  carefully  crcetetl,  and  large  enough  to  pass 
fur  the  tomb  of  a  hero ;  while  others  arc  met  un- 
expectedly in  the  deep  shade  of  the  woods,  m> 
differently  arranged,  and  unlikely  to  la«l. 

You  may  trace  the  spjtit  of  the  pilgrim  in  tlie 
manner  oflesving  this  anonymous  chrunirltf  of  hi* 
feat,  Bunirtimes  I  have  seen  tlw«  {tillar*  {terehed 
on  the  brunches  of  trees,  and  concealed  in  the 
hollow  of  n  decayed  irunk.  They  ri*e  from  the 
almiMl  inaccrxsiule  cmj^  where  to  place  them 
•eemit  scarct^ly  in  tlw  human  power, 'and  rest  in 
some  lissureofa  chasm,  through  which  a  cataract 
tears,  that  lo  look  at  puts  "  toys  of  desperation" 
in  the  brain.  However  vatn  the  memorial  may 
be  lo  llie  labourer  who  erects  it,  it  stamps  the 
spot  with  a  holiness,  in  the  eyes  of  those  who 
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follow,  which  fails  nol  to  have  dup  effect  on  their 
niiiiil&  The  Hindoos  were  not  able  to  contain 
themselves:  they  had  anticipated  every  thing 
that  was  wonderful,  hut  ihoc  countlcNi.  tritcTOof 
devout  men  confounded  them  indeed.  *'\Vah  ! 
Wah .'"  with  their  hands  upraised,  and  their 
eyes  turned  to  heavt-n  ;  "  Waft !  Wah .'"  was  all 
that  they  could  find  breath  to  utter. 

No  custom  is  more  univeruil  than  that  of  tra< 
Tellers  to  distant  regions  or  remarkable  plaees^ 
leaving  some  proof  of  tiieir  performance  behind 
them :  and  the  least  pompous  and  absurd  in  the 
namrleM  method  I  have  deacribert.  There  is 
sometliing  ludicrous  in  the  extreme  in  (he  nanM 
of  "John  Gile»"  on  the  iipcx  of  the  pyramid.  I 
had  the  good  fortune  tn  rwv  lh)»  illuKtrious  indi- 
vidual, with  hill  t'oul  off,  chiselling  that  tionorous 
title  upon  the  highest  ]M)int  of  the  great  one  of 
Ghizch.  "  1  am  determined  it  shall  last,"  said 
Mr.  Giles  as  he  dug  the  letters  an  inch  dn-[> 
into  th«  stone.  What  a  glorious  spirit  I  When 
many  generations  more  shall  have  passed  away, 
and  the  pyramid  looks  over  a  new  world,  what 
antiquarian  will  tolerate  for  a  moment  the  uncer- 
tainty of  Cheops,  in  the  face  of  the  recorded 
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net  tbnn,  to  ot  ssr  ;  iHt 

«ben  «(»>«  ftumv  tiaitlfa  «fll  W 

ihe;  »ere  viiiled  br  a  HiMer 

be  Tu  bofu !  ^£ig  Dp  Maes  |— t—irt  ««dd  W 

■n  iocMiYcfUHit  suhstilDtr  fcr  tudi  a  cotipa,  d- 

Umk^  awa  flf  tnu  M^C  ikiM  wamj  efcgW 

•tfuctom  tint  aouU  iBpiow  the  watToaoaBif 

aeeoery:  aiidnooDeeouUali)«ttDtl>eirwTitiag 

their  naines  upoa  tbrir  own  altaiv     1  hare  && 

qu«ntlv  Umemed  that  do  pubtic-tptrilnl 

have  »upgv*ttd  a  melhod  of  pranrii^  atcmo- 

mtnit  fnuu  injury,  iriibout  depmii:^  tht  wvvld 

of  the  tneaiu  of  learning  who  visited  them ! 

When  I  vi&iied  Poinpcy's  PilUr,  withool  the 
walU  of  Alexaodria,  Mme  years  ago,  I  was  anx- 
ious to  tiee  the  tntcnptioa  upon  its  pedestal,  thai 
hod  tranffcrrcd  it  to  Diocletian  aa  the  proper 
owner,  and  sought  for  it  in  rain.  >Vhal  I  had 
always  been  taught  to  consider  granite,  wemed 
suddenly  changed  to  inarblc.  A  BHti»h  shipof 
war  hnrl  put  into  tlie  bay  a  Few  days  before,  and 
some  of  (he  officers  wctc  kind  enough  to  ascertain 
the  exact  heiglit  of  the  pillar;  theypeinted  the 
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aliaft  and  base  of  it  while, — and  in  black  lelteni, 
that  mehed  froo:)  lop  to  bottom  of  the  couinn, 
dwkrcd  that  thecrew  of  His  Majesty's  ahip  — 
had  fixed  ihe  altitude  of  the  pillar  at  94  ft-ef  some 
inches!  Then  folluvrc-d  the  commander's  name, 
and  much  more  in  mont  legihlc  English,  that 
oaade  the  Grcfk  hide  ilH  dtmiiiishc<l  head.  A 
▼irtuoso  would  have  gone  distracted ;  and  had 
it  Dot  been  fur  laughter,  ire  might  also  have 
raged-  I  never  expected  to  find  mytelf  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Nile,  while  writing  of  the  M>urce 
of  the  Ganges.     It  ia  time  indeed  to  return ! 

Bhairo,  a  mint  after  whom  theCihat,  which  sig- 
ni5e3  a  pass  in  a  mountain,  or  the  quay  on  a  riTcr. 
is  named,  was  a  devoted  follower  of  the  Ganges, 
and  by  his  intercession  with  his  master,  many 
miracles  were  performed :  he  is,  therefore,  wor- 
shipped as  becomes  a  person  of  such  influence. 
A  little  above  the  river,  in  a  cluster  of  pines,  and 
oo  the  road  to  Gungoutri,  U  a  temple  dedicated 
to  his  service,  at  which  all  devout  passengers 
make  their  prostrations  and  circumambulations. 
Immediately  above  the  river,  from  the  face  of  a 
rock,  trickles  •  little  stream  of  a  yellow  colour, 
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imprcjituilMl  pcrlups  with  itym:  it  flows  for  th« 
ditUuMC  of  «  fc-w  yanlit  imly,  (l^rinj;  lh«  ground 
and  stooes  about  it.  It  i» considered  miraculous, 
and  ever^  pilgrim  takes  a  small  quantitj'  of  the 
earth  awaj-,  devming  himself  happy  in  baring 
abouthim  two  such  precious  talismans  asBhairu's 
clay  and  the  water  of  Gungoutii.  Many  of  the 
people  bathed  in  this  part  of  the  rivirr;  but  I 
thought  the  water  loo  cold  to  make  the  experi- 
ment. The  llu-mwrncler,  liowcver,  was  much 
higher  than  at  Jumiiimtri  in  the  bed  of  the 
Mreain  :  here  it  was  44  degrees. 

June  lOlh,— At  daylight  we  commetwccl  our 
long-looked-for  expedition  to  the  mysterious 
object  of  so  much  extraordinary  devotion — G  uu- 
goutri.  It  is  about  six  miles  from  Uhaim  Ghati ; 
and  the  road,  for  the  dnt  half  of  it,  is  extrenn-ly 
good,  winding  round  tl>e  mountains  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  rirer,  sometimes  passing  a  plain 
covered  with  fern,  and  through  foresta  of  pine. 
The  channel,  till  within  two  mile«  of  the  boly 
spot,  is  formed  of  rocky  inountains:  many  of 
tbetr  peaks  covered  with  snow,  and  some  so  rug- 
ged as  not  to  retain  it.     They  riw  to  •  great 
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hfiglu,  and  seem  like  delnchcd  rocks  hanging 
in  the  yky,  tlicir  HummilN  art:  m>  little  cuniic-ctec) 
witb  i-acli  »lher.  In  Mime  jilaceii  th<-y  nppronch 
their  Iwnks  so  nearly,  as  to  pive  a  viTy  narrow 
vent  for  ihe  river,  through  which  it  rushes  wiih 
iinincnse  force ;  so  large  a  body  of  water,  com- 
prt'sscd  into  a  space  of  twenty  feet,  requires  the 
resistance  of  the  giant  boundary  lliat  confines  it. 
When  about  two  miles  from  Gungoutri,  the 
channel  widens  considerably,  and  the  b^d  of  the 
river  at  the  reptilvd  h«-ad  it*elf  must  be  at  least 
one  hundred  ynrds  in  breadth.  Tlie  stream, 
which  is  increainn^  erery  day,  doe»  not  occupy 
more  than  a  third  of  it,  k-aving  a  large  track  of 
grmvel  uncovered  on  its  right  bank.  TIic  water 
not  only  preserves  the  sandy  colour  it  hm  in  the 
plains,  but  darkens  as  we  draw  towards  its 
M>urce.  Many  of  the  streams  that  fall  into  it, 
from  the  peaks  around,  are  as  deep  in  their 
colour,  and  appear  rather  to  proceed  from  some 
foul  cavern  than  from  such  pure  birth-places, 
where  the  snow  can  scarcely  yet  be  said  to  have 
caught  "one  stain  of  earth!" 

The  noise  witb  whielt  the  cataracts  around 
TOL.  tl.  D 


f 


so 


roAinxG  cATAiAm. 


riMb  tDio  the  ri«rr,  «am«of  them  latpmg  with  utir 
9prmff  over  frightful  prvapiots,  snd  tlirowjt^  m 
thick  mut  fnjoi  tbc  uprayabomheiD.  jE^rcsa  pefh 
frctuniutimuf  themuticcif  Niaguv.  From«boui 
tvcnl V  niile*  below  G  ui^outri,  the  mountains  afk 
pc«r  to  vie  with  cadi  other,  which  ahall  vidd  the 
Urgest  tribute  to  the  maMcTstmm.  It  made  me 
gi^y  to  look  upon  the  scene,  la  whatever  diivc- 
tioa  I  turned  my  eves,  ihey  were  mi-t  by  a  general 
whirl  (if  water ;  and  when  pasHog  over  the  bed 
of  B  lonmt  by  «  oarrov  pUnk,  I  found  myself 
foccad  to  bend  my  brad  down,  le*t  ihc  uniTrrsol 
Tcttigo  tbould  extend  toil,  and  dnw  roe,  in  sub- 
atmcc  M  well  a«  feeling,  intu  its  wild  coiver ! 

I  received  a  lesMm,  soon  after  we  leA  Bhairo 
Ghati,  tliat  has  maoe  me  thus  cautiou*.  A  sin. 
gular  chaatD  u  riven  in  the  rock  doae  to  thai 
place,  about  twenty  feet  wide,  and  two  hundred 
deep^rvnning  perpendicularly  to  the  stn-atn 
which  foams  feari'ully  beneath  iL  The  plaak,  of 
about  a  foot  broad,  which  was  placed  acroira  it, 
was  wet  with  the  dew ;  and  one  side  of  the  rock 
being  higher  than  tlie  other,  then-  was  a  gentle 
dcaceni.     When  I  had  reached  ludf  way  over. 
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kctfung  a  jealous  eye  on  the  rushing  waters 
bvlow,  (for  however  dangerous  to  look  on  ihem, 
there  i»  a  faiicination  in  the  torrent  that  not  only 
fiitea  the  gaze,  hut  seems  to  draw  you  towards  it,) 
my  foot  slipped,  and  I  fouud  myself  clinging  to 
the  pUnk.  The  nerves  were  too  much  hraccd  hy 
the  danger  to  fuil,  and  I  succeeded  in  sitting  upon 
tl.  It  would  be  difficult  to  picture  my  ludi- 
erous  situation,  while  debating  how  I  should 
get  out  of  the  scrape.  There  was  nothing  within 
reach  on  citticr  tide — and  nobody  could  come  to 
a»iet  me.  There  I  was,  like  Mahomet's  coIGn, 
swinging  between  heaven  and  earth.  The  plank 
barely  fitted  its  position;  and  if  I  had  didden 
aloi)g,  I  might havedruwn  it  from  il»  support, and 
ridden  upon  it  to  the  bottom.  It  waN  jxisitively 
□cccsnry  to  rise  and  walk  aeruii».  Willi  what 
envy  I  thought  of  Madame  Sacchi !  I  fancied  my 
shoCK  were  the  cause  of  my  dilemma :  and  afier 
several  attempts,  succeeded  in  transferring  them 
to  my  pockets.  It  then  became  an  easier  feat  to 
rise,  and  I  gained  terrajirma  in  safety.  Many 
a  secure  poKttion  \i  sufficiently  uncomfortable.  I 
was  very  safe  while  bestriding  my  bridge ;  but 
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it  was  imposuble  to  remain  there.  I  ftU  . 
inclined  to  lei  "  I  dare  not  wait  upon  I  wouId.N 
like  tlie  pi»>r  cat  in  the  adage,  convinced  that  thv  r 
premier  pat  was  to  be  alw)  the  dernier. 

The  prospect  of  being  »ome  years  hence,  per- 
haps, cxhtbitrd  as  a  petrefactioo  found  in  tbs 
Himalava,  was  a  poKthumous  fame  that  haci  do 
temptation  for  me,  ntid  I  screwed  my  courage  to 
the  talk.  A  riviT  a»  wide  as  the  Thatnn  at 
Windiuir  running  over  an  uninterrupted  bnl 
hijflior  than  the  crater  of  Mount  .iftiia,  (for 
Gungoutri  is  nearly  thirteen  thousand  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,)  would  be  an  interesting  ob- 
ject if  it  had  no  other  claim  upon  the  mind ;  but 
the  traveller  must  feel  almost  disposed  to  over- 
look that  in  the  extraordinary  scenes  that  be  is 
destined  to  witness  acted  on  it.  It  is  impcuRible 
(o  survey  this  fountain  f^  credulity,  to  enter  this 
focus  of  human  folly,  without  feeling  aa  mucA 
woodiT  and  astonishment,  as  the  sight  of  it  can 
inspire  devotion  and  awe,  in  the  victims  of  iu 
superstition,  who  Iml  through  su  many  haixU 
ship:!,  to  bathe  in  its  dirty  water. 

Here  every  extravagance  thiit  the  weakness  of 
the  human  race  can  be  guilty  of,  sccnis  tobecon 


tllMDOO    SUrKSETITIOS.  53 

v«Dlratetl : — »ome,  who  have  been  wandering  for 
months  to  fill  their  phials  at  the  Btrcam,  overcome 
by  the  presence  of  their  GoJ,  He  prostrate  on  (he 
banks ;  others,  up  lo  their  waists  in  the  water, 
performing,  with  the  most  unfeigned  abstraction, 
all  the  manoeuvre  uf  a  Hindoo  worship.  ITntler 
the  auspices  of  brahmins,  groups  were  sitting  on 
several  parte  of  the  hunk,  kncutling  up  bulls  of 
tand,  with  holy  grass  twisted  round  their  lingers, 
intended  asolTerings  to  the  Ganges  for  tlie  propi- 
tiation of  their  fathers'  souls,  which  when  n-ady 
■hey  drop  into  the  stream  with  the  most  profound 
and  religious  gravity.  Such  faith  is  placed  in  i[s 
power  of  performing  miracles,  that  many  haunt 
it  for  the  mmt  ridiculous  purposes,  convinced 
that  what  they  a»k  will  be  accorded. 

At  this  moment,  a  fanatic  i*  up  to  his  middle 
in  the  river,  praying  to  l>eftlow  upon  him  the 
gift  of  prophecy :  he  has  travelled  fmm  a  villiige 
above  Sirinagur,  never  doubting  that  the  Ganges 
will  reward  liim  for  his  journey,  by  opening  the 
Iiook  of  futurity ;  and  if  fools  may  be  inspiretl  to 
foreteU,  there  is  some  probability  of  this  pilgrim 
succeeding  ia  his  object,  for  he  is  simple  indeed. 
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He  wtll  return,  he  savs,  a  prophet  tu  hi>  nati%-r 
hill,  where  all  will  flock  to  him  to  have  ihr:r 
fortunes  (old.  and  be  will  aooo  grow  rich. 

The  brahmin,  who  docsoot  seem  credulous  cr 
bjgoted,  but  rather  disposed  tolitughst  tbedeio- 
tion  pud  to  the  river,  boldly  dcclnns  his  doubt 
in  its  eRtrary  in  this  particular  miracle  at  kaat: 
Many  men  in  the  mountaiiis  have  aimed  at  the 
fame  of  Noothuyen ;  and  although  little  can  bap> 
]ien  to  vary  the  lives  of  the  people,  or  diidurb  the 
ercn  teivor  of  their  (Iay«,  they  are  reniarkafalr 
anxious  to  learn  the  destinies  that  await  them.  It 
N  indeed  the  natural  sin  of  man  to  seek  to  kno' 
iiinre  than  he  is  wiaelj  permitted.  It  was  di 
ceasary,  ray  brahmin  guide  tells  me — (being 
hind  the  curtain,  perhaps,  he  knows  too  muei 
like  the  man  who  works  the  puppet,  lie  can 
scarcely  be  aSrctcd  by  its  moTenK-nt*)— it  was 
necessary  to  check  the  wild  confidence  that  was 
placed  in  the  raving  of  a  prophet,  who  not  long 
ago  possessed  amazing  fame  in  the  ricinity  of 
l^rliee :  and  the  lUjnIi,  Iioping  to  unmask  him. 
sent  for  him  to  the  palace.  On  his  auuining  hi< 
magical  [loatwn,  the  Rajah  dcatrd  him  to  be 


low 

t 


A    PBoniKT    Ot'TWlTTKD. 


asked  if  his  wife,  who  wns  thvn  prcpiunt,  would 
be  di'livorcd  of  a  son  or  a  daughter  ?  "  A  son," 
rcplk-d  the  seer,  after  due  itiultenngand  shaking: 
—"  Mighty  Uajnh  !  a  sou."— "  Gotxl !"  intcr- 
ruptetl  the  prince :  *'  now  tell  mo  what  are  iu  niy 
hand*,"  taking  them  from  behind  his  back,  and 
placing  them  clenched  before  the  eyes  of  tht*  pro- 
phet. After  some  delilieratiou,  "  ThtTR  is  gold 
in  one,  and  grain  in  the  other,"  answered  the 
man.  "  Lo !  they  are  both  empty,"  excUimet!  ihu 
Rajah.  "  Go,  you  fool — you  who  cannot  tell 
what  my  hand  contains  when  close  before  your 
eyc«,  bow  should  you  know  what  is  concealed 
within  the  womb  f  This  proved  a  perfect  cottp 
iTffaf,  and  the  future  no  longer  draws  the  ntten. 
lion  of  the  subjects  of  Tirhee  from  the  present- 
A*  I  approached  the  holy  slirine,  a  troop  of 
pallid  spcctrei*  glided  through  the  woo<ls  before 
mr,  lUid  v«ni:(hed  like  the  images  in  6an(|un*fi 
glaaa.  I  thought  I  had  reached  aupernaturat 
rcgion.i  indeed,  till  a  few  more  yards  brought 
ute  ti>  a  train  of  naked  faquirs  whitened  all  over 
witlt  mhcs :  a  rope  was  coik-d  round  their  waists, 
and  their  hair  hung  down  to  their  shoulders, 
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tvUted  like  serpeoU;  their  hands  cloae  to  their 
ddes,  llioy  gliiic^  aUing  with  DiesLSured  Ntepa., 
repeating  eonstnntly  \a  a  hollow  tone,  "  Jtaf» ! 
Earn!  Rant!"  a  Hindoo  vord  for  the  deity.  If 
it  tvquir«d  any  thing  to  heighten  the  trildoe» 
of  the  scene,  thtse  uocarthly  being*  were  ad- 
mirali]y  adapted  for  it.  The  firmest  sceptic  in 
gho&t  stories,  would  hare  startled  lo  bdiuld  one 
of  these  inhuman  figures  rise  suddenly  before 
him;  and  the  slightest  shade  of  nijX'n'titiofi 
wotdd  bc&ufiieieiit  lubliitd  the  eye*  of  a  beliertr 
to  the  reality  of  such  a  funn,  if  in  the  giimmeriiig 
of  the  moon  one  werr  to  tw  Mtm  perdHil  u{innthG 
brow  ofaprecipiee,  with  an  nm>  roisnl  above  the 
hetui  incapable  uf  raoticn,  and  thi;  naiU  hanging 
in  long  strings  from  the  back  of  the  clenched 
bam).  If  the  sight  of  such  an  apparition  could  give 
risetofeur,  the  deep  M-pulehral  voice  with  whkfa 
ibcvn'rds"/ram.' A(intrfcllu)ionlhe»tillncHaf 
the  night,  aik)  rcvouiuled  from  the  rocksarouDd, 
would  indeed  complete  the  scene  of  terror  ! 

At  Gungoutri  there  are  sercral  sheds  ervctcd 
for  the  slielterofpilgrims;  and  aslhc  evening  was 
faradvnnc^,«nda<>tormbreiriDg,t*''i''n'">("*'i>* 
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of  tbem.  It  was  » long  narrow  building,  and  thv 
further  efid  was  eo  wrapped  in  darkness,  that  I 
had  belli  Mnte  nioiucDts  in  it  before  I  perceived 
anv  thing.  1  was  attracted  by  a  sullen  murmur, 
and  went  to  the  spot  whence  it  proceeded.  A 
miscmblv  wretch  hail  ju&t  blown  a  few  sticks  into 
a  flame ;  and  as  the  light  burst  upon  his  counte- 
nnncc,  I  unconsciously  receded,  and  had  to  sum. 
nionall  my  fortitude  to  return  to  him  again.  His 
eyes  started  from  his  head,  aiHl  hi;  bones  were 
Ttsible  through  his  tkin :  hi»  teeth  cliatlrretl,  aikd 
his  whole  franic  shooJt  with  cold  :  and  I  i>ever 
taw  hair  lunger  ormore  twitted  than  his  was.  I 
spoke  to  him,  but  in  Tuin:  he  did  not  even  dt-ij:^ 
to  look  at  mi. — and  made  no  motion,  but  to  blow 
the  embers  into  a  fresh  blaze;  the  fitful  glare 
at  which,  falling  on  hia  skeleton  form,  made  mc 
alnuMt  think  that  I  had  descended  to  the  tomb. 
I  found  that  he  had  cotnc  for  the  purpose  of  enH* 
■ng  his  life  by  starvation  at  Gungoutri.  Many 
faijuirs  have  attempted  this  di-alti,  and  have  lin- 
gered on  the  banks  of  tlie  river  fur  several  days 
without  food.  The  brahmin,  however,  assures 
me  lliat  nobody  can  die  in  so  holy  a  place ;  and 
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tbrir  cnotributiaoa  than  in  ■dminttBtefing  to  tlir 


HIKDUO    W0BR1II1-.  20 

spiritual  comfort  of  thoitc  aboiit  thrm.  Some 
tif  nty  servants,  who  promised  to  jpru  them 
money  when  they  returned  to  (heir  ti-nls,  could 
hardly  obtain  a  prayer  upon  credit :  they  cante 
lo  tnc  in  a  body,  with  the  brahmin  at  their 
head,  to  beg  my  «ciirity  for  their  fees ;  and,  on 
my  granting  it,  bargained  with  as  much  clamour 
and  earnestness  as  they  would  have  done  for  a 
temporal  purchase,  for  the  price  they  were 
to  pay  for  the  services  of  the  high-priest  of 
the  Ganges.  It  was  fixed  at  last  according  to 
their  utuations  and  wages,  although  the  brah- 
min exhorted  them  gravely  to  remember  that 
the  great  merit  lay  in  self-denial,  and  giving 
merely  what  they  could  afford  was  idle  and 
wicked. 

I  was  not  able  to  witnc«s  the  mysterj-  of  their 
worship,  for  they  protested  againitt  my  panning 
beyond  the  porch  of  the  temple.  The  sanctum 
seemed  close  and  unpromising,  and  I  had  no 
desire  to  pollute  it  by  mv  touch.  It  was  a  busy 
scene:  and  although  I  have  alwnvshecn  deeply 
imprcs«e<i  by  the  air  of  poi-try  that  haiig^t  aliout 
every  thing connecleil  with  Arabia,  I  must  admit 
that  I  view  with  greater  intereM  the  uncouth,  nay. 
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uniuitural  objects  that  betjiihten  (he  awe  of  thi» 
place,  than  I  did  the  ]iatient  carsvan  of  pilgrims 
toiling  over  the  dc«ert  to  Mecca :  the  iijlcncc  of 
the  scenes,  though  the  eoUtuilc  may,  cannot  lH>ar 
comparison.  In  the  inuantiii»*yoii  can  never  Ik 
wholly  qui«t ;  in  the  desert  I  have  fanciinl  that  I 
could  hear  thv  niotiot)  of  lltu  air  !  aoil  oncu  o» 
an  aftcnuxMi.  nhilv  lying  umlur  the  tihdirr  of  a 
rock,  no  being  within  iiight,  I  was  ntJirllvd  hy 
the  noise  a  vulture  made  In  cloang  ita  beak, 
when  perch*Hl  upon  a  crag  many  yanU  fruai  me ! 
-  The  comfort  my  followers  obtained,  with  the 
■dvantage  they  lioped  to  rvap,  by  their  pray«n 
and  ablutions  at  Gungoutri.  put  ihiin  in  such 
good  spirits,  that  thoy  would  have  fi>llowi-d  nie  to 
the  snows  of  Kcdar  Natb.  The  mention  of  that 
place  of  sulTering  is  enough  ti>  make  the  cxildest 
Christian  shudder.  A  im'lancholy  delusion  leads 
the  naked  and  frequently  innocent  Hindoo  to 
bravc!  the  severest  torture  that  tlte  frame  of  man 
ran  poaubly  be  subject  to,  with  a  fortitude  tlial 
would  (ilaee  him  in  a  rank  with  the  most  illustri- 
ousof  martyrs,  were  it  exercised  in  a  good  catise. 
They  wander  for  miles  with  almost  a  light  spirit 
— overeoiuing  hardships  at  every  step  that  might 
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mtitle  th«in  to  be  canonjae<l— to  crown  their  ta- 
l)Oura  and  to  close  their  days  in  liunger,  and  in 
cold  that  early  mortiRes  their  limbs  1  Crowds 
have  passed  from  Gungoutri  to  that  mountain 
(thv  jourocy  isnbout  four  days,}  and  bavu  never 
more  iK'cn  heard  of.  Suniu  have  l>eeii  known  to 
rc{K-nt  vrhf  II  yrt  near  eiiutigh  to  return,  and  have 
perished  frum  their  tortures  heneath  a  jutting 
rock,  their  extremities  withered,  and  their  pains 
incrca^  by  the  contempt  and  execration  of  all 
wim  pass  ihcm,  and  tlie  keener  stings  of  their 
consciences,  which  upbraid  them  with  want  of 
faith,  and  prospect  of  danination !  They  have  an 
idea  that  none  can  find  the  path  to  return  by,  un- 
le«  rejected  by  ileavcn,  "  A  very  great  crime," 
said  my  brahmin  guide,  *'  will  induce  them  to 
encounter  this  death." — "  What  crime  do  you 
consider  sufficient  tu  need  Kuch  an  ntoncmcat  f" 
I  aiked.  **  Killing  a  brahmiu  or  a  cow,"  wii* 
hi*  immtHliale  answer — a  strange  association ; 
but  they  are  Iwlh  held  in  eciual  veneration,  and 
not  unfrequently  the  cow  i«  most  deserving  of  it 
of  the  two.  She  does  not,  at  any  rate,  seek  to 
have  such  a  doctrine  believed. 


n  8ELP-DKVOTED   VICTIMS. 

It(W*iH)t  folluw  (hat  a  full  pardon  i«  Recorded 
to  tliL-  xclf-(lcv(>tixl  viclim.  Tliey  iiiiagiti«  thai 
ttx-  vlrct  arc  permitted  la  rvncU  a  liigh  [M-nk  callrd 
I^rigcx^  from  which  they  thnw  ihmiiielvca  tlovo 
to  A  b»ttunilc*«ii1)y»,  across  which  a  .thnrp  iib>ne, 
proJMtiiig  from  iIk  nionntainii,  pastes :  should 
they  fall  astride  upon  it,  and  he  equally  divifhxl, 
they  are  forgiven:  other  modes  ofbeing  cut  imply 
a  dighl  punishntent.  As  (he  fnist  soon  seizes 
upon  them,  none  who  have  reached  any  distance 
in  the  snow  ever  rrtura :  thence  the  belief  that 
there  U  no  road  bock  for  iIht  accepted.  Those 
who  trrmhle  on  the  verge,  jx-n'sh,  a*  I  have  said, 
should  they  escapi*  being  stoned  to  rlcnih  by  the 
nearest  villagers  *bo  bdieve»uch  nnful  beings 
would  bring  curse*  on  tliem. 

Kedar  Nnth  is  fancied  by  the  natives  tn  luivo 
Komc  resetnlilanee  to  a  buffalo,  and  to  (hat  cir- 
cumstance I  believe  owes  a  great  portion  of  its 
character  for  sanctity.  It  was  once  an  animated 
being,  ami  unfortunately  had  a  quarrel  with  a 
imwerful  giant  of  the  name  of  Ohecni  Singh.  T« 
revenge  itself  upon  him  it  assumed  the  shape  of  s 
buffalo,  of  no  ordinary  dimcnstons,  and  rtLihed  nt 
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its  enemy  witli  iu  utmost  violence.  The  wary 
Bhccm  Singh,  however,  bestrode  ihe  narrow 
hills  like  a  Colossun.  and  seemed  to  give  the 
bru»t  «n  opportunity  of  running  between  his  Vg*; 
but  when  inidwny,  e1<i»cd  thcin  upon  it,  and  di. 
vided  it  in  two :  the  lu-ud  luid  shoulder  bccnniv 
Kedar  Nath,  while  itii  hind  qimrli-rit  .-uHtled  m)iii<-- 
H'here  in  the  kingdom  of  Nqiaul,  and  figure  at 
this  moment  as  one  of  the  loftiest  mountains  in 
it  So  much  for  mountain  legends.  It  surely 
was  an  easy  matter  to  rule  a  race  of  people  who 
could  believe  sueh  cliitiisy  tales  as  these '.  The 
inventcrs  of  such  fable*  had  a  most  encotiraging 
credulity  in  those  for  whom  they  "ere  conceived. 
I  do  not  know,  however,  that  the  freaks  attri- 
buted to  Krishna  ai-e  a  bit  more  absurd  than  the 
more  classical  ones  of  which  Apollo  wils  tbe  hero. 
A  calamba  tree  on  the  shore  of  the  Jumnii,  near 
Biinderbund,  still  be.-irs  the  imprefwion  of  Kriit))- 
na's  back ;  fur  he  leaned  upon  it  when  he  played 
his  pipe  to  tbe  milkmaids,  with  whom  be  passed 
so  merry  a  time ;  and  one  of  them,  who  bore  tbe 
pretty  name  of  Toolu,  (another  Daphne,)  was 
turned,  while  endeavouring  to  escape  his  pursuit. 
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tDto  that  pUat  which  is  still  called  from  bcr  the 
TooUi,  Holy  BasiL 

There  U  a  bill  in  the  ticij;hbourbood  uT  thti 
tmcnd  plftcr,  which  bvars  a  holy  character,  and 
it  at  tine*  iUuminatn]  and  visitnl  fmro  afar  for 
the  porpoM  of  vonhi|).  In  a  season  of  scarcitr, 
the  people  complaioed  to  Kri.ihnu,  who  recom- 
mended tbem  10  propitiate  with  oBering*  the  god 
cfthi3nKHititainT"GoverdbanA.'*  Theyt^yed, 
and  be,  assuming  another  figure,  sat  on  the  sum- 
mit of  it  lo  rocciTe  their  offerings,  which  must 
have  been  of  food ;  for  he  presently  grew  so 
hcavT,  that  the  hill  bent  undi-r  him,  and  to  the 
present  day  retains  the  shape  his  Midden  increaic 
gate  (o  it. 

The  natires  esteem  the  faquirs  highly ;  and 
many  are  learned,  and  perfectly  sincere.  Tht-y 
paaaoTcr  the  villages  like  a  cloud  of  locusts,  con- 
suinbg  every  thing.  It  is  unlawful  to  injure,  and 
irrdigtous  not  to  feed  tbcto-  The  brahmin  as- 
sures me,  that  once,  no  1cm  a  numlicr  than  teti 
thousand  arrived  at  Sirinagur  oo  one  day,  and 
claimed  to  be  fed.  Altliougfa  his  asarrtioa  is  a 
little  too  bold  lo  be  implicitly  believed,  I  have  no 
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doubt  there  were  enoiigli  to  cause,  tm  bcdcclarra, 
the  apprelitDHioQ  of  a  fumiiit;.  The  Riijnh,  nfrairl 
of  hi.*  Blores  bdng  exhau&ted,  was  anxiuuii  to  get 
rid  of  iliem,  and  oficred  each  uiao  a  certain 
()U3Dtilj  of  grain  if  diey  would  scatter  them- 
selves about  the  mountains,  find  not  move  in  so 
fimiiidablv  a  train.  They  refused  the  offer,  and, 
IBBtting  upiHi  liring  served  according  to  their 
appetites,  eot^hlislied  themiielveE  in  a  body  in 
the  town. 

They  are  bntind  to  have  no  pleasures,  and  to 
ck>eo  their  ears  and  eyes  to  all  frralifications. 
The  Hajah,  pretending  to  tolerate  them,  B.t  they 
were  assembled  at  their  meal,  ordered  all  the 
musJcians  and  dancing-girla  that  could  be  col- 
Iteted,  to  assail  them  with  their  blandishments, 
and  on  no  account  to  relax  from  the  music  and 
the  dance,  till,  Hcondaiised  by  tlic  scene,  they 
were  driven  from  the  city.  This  rusr  had  the 
desired  dfect:  fearing  that  tlidr  aanctity  might 
be  impeached  by  witncMing  so  profane  an  ex* 
bibition,  they  fled  with  the  utmost  precipitation. 

Some  faquirs  have  been  known  to  have  per- 
funned  niinclcs  i  "  bul  I  do  not  believe  much  of 
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that.'  rontinucd  tbcbrshnuD,  for  be  is  tbt-  iikmj 
persevering  story-teller  I  ever  listened  to,  and 
sits  in  my  tent  as  loog  ut  I  plrase  to  aJIov  him 
to  edify  m^-   '*  I  do  not  believe  much  in  that,  for 
indeed  I  never  witnessed  a  man  but  once.  «hu 
could  work  a  niiravle.     A  naked  faquir  came  to 
the  village  »bere  I  was  bom,  and  a!iked  me  to  be 
hb  guide  to  Gungoutri.    He  refused  food,  for 
he  said  he  could  feed  himself  wbenever  he  frit 
hun^y.     '  Take  your  stick,*   said    he,    *  ami 
leave  tile  n-st  to  me.'     *  To  you  V     I  answered, 
■  why,  you  aic  a  beggar !     what  can  you  give 
mc?'     He  hud  nothing  with  hiui  but  the  dried 
gourd,  fnnn  which  he  drank  water,    lie  lo<^ed 
angry,  and  repeating,  *  Ram !  Ram  r  desired 
me   ID  aet   forth.      \Vlien  we  reached  Bhairu 
(ihati,  he  bade  vae  wait  at  the  tem|»le  while  he 
bathed ;  and  on  his  coming  up  to  il,  aU(ed  if  I 
wa:t  hui^y,  and  what  I  would  like  to  have; 
'Some  cakes  of  Bour,'  1  replied-    In  a  few  ino. 
meDlsaflerbehad  prayed,  the  ground  was  spread 
with  cakes.     He  performed  l)ie  same  miracle  at 
Gungoutri — on  that  \-ery  fipot,"'  pointiog  to  the 
rnmt  of  the  adjoining  .ihed.     "  1  do  not  lie,  for 
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I  eaw  it  wilh  my  own  eyw,  and  cat  the  cakes ; 
and  very  gotxl  they  were." — "  I  do  not  lie,  like 
Mr.  Mathews'  Longbow,"  was  the  invariable 
Bumming-iip  of  every  story  Uc  told ;  and  it  fre- 
quently offered  a  fair  presuniptinn  why  a  verdiet 
of 'guilty'  shoidd  be  rctNffdcd  againM  him. 

The  situation  of  Gunguutri  is  suflicientty  pro- 
voking. Tile  river  rather  widen*  above  it,  and 
nothing  ejin  be  traced  by  the  eye  that  will  justify 
a  conjecture-  of  it!«  distance  from  the  tiouree. 
Then*  im  no  roaii  Iteyond  ;  and,  with  all  the  effort 
ptsmble,  I  question  whether  a  traveller  coutd 
|>enelrate  much  more  than  a  mile  further.  Tbc 
river  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  Gungoutrt 
winds  to  the  ea*!,  towai-ds  the  high  mountain  of 
the  Rudni  ITimmaleh,  in  which  it  is  believed  to 
have  its  K>urce.  One  peak  of  this  mountain  ii 
visible  from  here;  that  which  contains  the  foun- 
tain of  the  Gftoges.  Tlie  Hindoos  suppoae  that 
from  each  peak  of  the  Itiidru  a  river  flows,  and 
cotuider  it  (for  it  has  several  peaks)  the  birth- 
place of  the  most  esteemed  ones  in  (he  Himalaya. 
It  is  a  species  of  Olympus  too;  ami  while  look- 
ing at  it  tlirough  a  telescope,  I  was  interrupted 
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6b  the  goddess  pASBtrm. 

to  know  if  I  ccKild  sec  the  j^dess  Parbutti 
standing  in  a  flowing  robe  cm  its  height. 

1  delivered  my  glass  to  the  brahmia,  nnd  be 
passed  it  to  others;  but  thdr  unpractistd  cv« 
could  not  even  sec  the  mountain:  and  they  mar- 
veiled  at  our  dilTerent  organization,  in  being  able 
to  diKccrn  dearly  objects  which  the  same  instru- 
ment mndc  dark  to  them.  Some  former  traveller 
had,  to  amuse  the  brolimin,  declared  he  could 
ace  the  gmldesK;  and  »o  conrineed  is  he  of  the 
possibility,  that  I  am  sure  he  will  not  be  sta^r- 
gered  by  my  affirming  she  was  not  vi^ble^  **  It 
was  a  dark  day,"  he  said ;  and  indeed  cloud* 
were  gathering  fast  around  the  hillx. 

Although  thcGanges  flon-s  with  equal  ra[ridity 
generally,  and  sotnctinie*  with  much  greater  than 
the  Jumna,  it  forms  no  cataracts,  but  passn  over 
a  wide  be<),  exoejiting  at  Bhairo  Ghat!,  where  it 
is  compressed  into  a  narrow  hmmd ;  and,  without 
any  other  imptHliiiH-nt,  chafes  with  considerable 
fury.  From  llurdwar  lo  the  sea,  the  diManoe  U, 
in  miles,  thirteen  hundred:  what  the  height  of 
the  former  is  in  feet  above  the  level  of  the  latter. 
TIm;  great  fall  of  the  Ganges  therefore  is  from  the 
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MMircc  to  tlic  pUce  of  entering  iKc  plains ;  fruni 
Gungoutri  it  has  to  descend  at  least  twelve  thou- 
sand feel,  in  a  cotn|Kira(ivfly  short  diatance* 
not  more  perhaps  than  sixty  niilea,  estimating 
by  its  windings.  It  Is  fortunate  therefore  the 
boiindaiy  is  so  formidable :  so  great  a  body  of 
water,  running  at  such  a  rate,  would  soon  sweep 
liglii  obttaclb))  away. 

Wlu-n  the  pilgrims  bathe,  (and  th«y  stand  in 
the  ccDlrcof  the  strcnm,)  it  reaches  to  the  waist 
of  a  oommon-sizcd  man ;  and  the  brahmin  tells 
niB  that  it  preserves  the  same  depth  as  far  as  he 
has  been  able  to  penetrate,  about  a  mile  higher. 
The  BDOwy  rangv  is  not  visible  from  litis  spo  i 
oor  any  very  high  mountain*,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Rtidru,  which  is  twenty-three  thou- 
sand feet  alMive  tlie  level  of  dte  sea:  a  ridge 
slightly  sprinkled  with  snow,  called  Deoghat, 
wfaich  seems  to  meet  the  hills  on  (ho  left  bank, 
at  the  point  where  the  Kudru  closes  the  scene,  is 
the  only  material  one  in  sight. 

After  scrambling,  with  very  little  advantage, 
up  the  pn-cipiiouH  banks  that  hound  the  river 
above  Gungoutri,  1  resolved  to  abandon  any  hopes 


ti  fiar  it  An, 
A: 

Wd  to  Mb*  it  to  Hnrdwar. 
sof  s  ll^d  it  tended  to  Biraht;  nMl  Uw 
I  tolncB  U.  ihnN^  the  Cov'i 
Mooth,  to  tbe  bdglito  at  GnngDutn,.wb«rr  1 
bofie  it  may  be  aoattut  to  mBaia,  fur  tbe  nke 
of  thoae  «bo  |giye  to  iirfer  id  its  eauae, 

Ob  RtnnuDg  to  our  tcot  to  dinatr,  after  hat- 
ia};bK«  soikvpljr  csgi^nJ,  aod  k>  much  iu. 
(iaud  b  tbe  wpetMittoos  of  tbe  place,  I  could 
Ktoodjr  anad  »lanUng  when  I  pcrrdvrd  «e 
were  to  eat  Uw  forfaiddto  food — a  piece  of  ult 
be^SDtokcd  upon  tbe  board.     Profuiing  Gun- 
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gouiri  by  devouring  a  pari  of  the  sacred  annual ! 
nothing  could  have  been  leas  in  accordance  with 
the  spirit  of  th«  place.  I  observed  llic  brahmin 
cast  acuriouticyc  towards  the  joint,  and  mutter 
sunR-thing  with  a  horrid  fare  as  he  left  the  tent. 
We  expected  to  see  him  return  with  his  enraged 
followers ;  and,  like  harpies,  pounce  upon  the 
tablfik  He  could  not,  however,  conceive  any 
thing  90  iniquitous  ait  ihe  delilxTale  slaughtpr 
of  s  eow,  and  gave  us  the  credit  of  having,  like 
himself,  a  laMe  for  the  fiesh  of  a  sujKrannuaicd 
nuD.  I  overheard  one  of  the  Mahometans  say* 
"  they  ar«  eating  goats'  flesh ;"  which  denoted 
that  some  little  doubt  had  been  entertained  re> 
garding  our  propensities. 

The  holy  water  was  not  calculated  to  purify 
our  pcr»ons  from  such  a  pollution.  It  requires 
the  fullest  faith  in  its  efficacy  to  be  able  ercn  to 
swallow  it :  the  sediment  is  so  great,  that  after 
straining  it  five  or  six  times,  we  were  ohliged  to 
abandon  the  trial,  and  gave  additional  cause  to 
thotw  c«inc<.-nied  in  our  welfare  to  despair,  when 
wc  Kent  a  pitcher  to  the  clearest  brook  tliat  fell 
from  the  iKarcst  bills. 


oar  step!  (o  Bhmn 
of  amtal  bran,  ad 
:a<&staBi  view  ot  toot  at 
m  no  advoHure^  bo*- 
i  I  £d  aoc  Amk  ma  mentifie  cario- 
pifctrit  jnMiiy  an  mirusiaa  upqa 
:  lo  tli^  We  macniUOfd 
:  virtei  aad  mafpotd  thr  r  w«re 
(■f  tkci^BeeoloDr.  We  ou^i 
dM  ai  tbc  nitsk  deer  I  »n 
hsiv  had  a  doaer  inspectioa  al 
k  vaaUD  diSnill  to  foUuw,  to  baft 
A  aiB  of  Sodhi  uadenook  lo 
«K  ;  bat  he  had  had  ao  fvocns  wbco  ve 
thai  place-  We  eanaipcd  oo  the  aac  podat 
ife«T^two  rmn. 


>  i>  a  road  a  litUr  bdow  Bbairu  Ghab, 
off  ftnan  the  right  hank  of  thr 
la  ISdoi^.  a  nllagv  oa  the  frcmtkr  of 
,  the  euuBiij  of  the  rfnvUwool  goat. 
It  isiAnut  foor  da^*  jome;  over  a  tteepand 
ruggnl  waj,aIpracBtniuchootTTed  vilhtDow, 
whkh,  with  the  prwprct  ot  beav;  nios  TaUiDg 
inmcdialdj,  must  pnmt  vur  attempting  lo 
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iMCb  it  I  met  scvcnd  mcrcliaiitx,  nntivo  of 
the  prorincc  of  Biwliiir,  reiumiDg  from  it, 
driving  B  flock  of  sheep,  Ix'sriiifr  loadH  froiD 
thirty-fivtf  to  forty  pounds  each.  The  burdens 
were  swung  in  biig»  ovur  their  backs,  without 
any  cords  to  hin<l  ilicin  on  ;  and  they  moved  tip 
the  sleep  crags,  with  the  greatest  ninibleness 
sn<I  indifTerence  to  the  weight.  It  is  very  rare 
to  find  a  ftheep  a  beast  of  burden ;  it  is  not  un- 
common, however,  here :  in  this  case,  they  were 
the  bearers  of  their  masters*  food,  and  were  na- 
tives of  the  northern  part  of  the  mountains ;  a 
larger  race  than  the  common  animals  of  the  hills. 
They  are  used  for  trade,  and  arc  mode  to  carry 
grain  from  a  fertile  to  a  less  happy  quarter. 
Tbey  travel  with  sur[>nsing  quicknestt,  and  are 
kept  logetlier  without  tt)e  least  trouble  No 
four-footed  animals  but  guats  and  sheep  eoidd 
be  used  for  such  a  purpose  in  any  |iart  of  the 
mountains :  and  the  former  being  loo  apt  (o 
roam,  perhaps  the  latter  are  the  only  ones  that 
could  be  safclv  turned  to  such  account. 
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CHAPTEK  IV. 

MMJ     lWB|«hr  fifc'wi.    Btw   to   MneHa 

— AMnj*)^* — RffKUoT  ibamat— Amial  at   DooM- 
pil— H«4wa  lo  Tntoo — Ctaafi  of  l*wp«nlHn— AfricM- 

ili|iiiM>iiii  "t  1  ■— Mil  T— i^  tba  kklM— 
SeMvy  of  iW  G«f»  Cwrin^y  of  (ba  MdrM— Emms 
(iiaMM— UMsfiKtal  aHODf— Umt  to  m*  tid  of*  1 
rM*arrK<— Uatkw4«t^iB«w-CMfttMU«7i 


Jvxs  12th.— I  bad  olMen-ed  rain  gxihering 
vpry  fast  for  •ome  (Ujs  about  tbe  lop  oT  ever; 
mountwn, 

Ua  wboM  bwTM  bMMl 

UifeoiuiBf  clMifa  da  altaB  mi — 
and  did  not  feel  disposed,  id  consequence,  to ' 
fter  in  the  neighbourhood  of  «valancli«»  and  tor- 
rents longer  than  mccsaory  ;  to,  hanog  itvcted 
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our  rcmcuibnuK-cs  Hi  Bliairo  Ghati.  as  wc  had 
done  at  Giinfrouiri,  with  becoming  «oli?mnitj^, 
tct  out  for  the  village  of  Mookba. 

On  the  most  diflicult  part  of  the  road,  I  had 
too  good  a  reason  for  discovvriiifr  that  the  prc- 
cbcts  of  thu  holy  plact  are  not  free  from  **  the 
ills  that  fji-ith  »  hfir  to,"  any  more  (hait  a  more- 
profane  «pol.     My  brother  vast  ^eixed  with  a 
sjuMtuMlic  attack,  resembling  the  cholera  mor- 
bus K>  nearly,  thai  1  wan  terrified  lv»t  1  iihould 
have  lo  watch  a  sick  bed  in  that  desolate  region. 
My  train  was  instantly  thrown  into  coaslem.!- 
tion,  and  the  brahmin  affected  to  pray,  and  as- 
sured me  there  van  liigli  need,  for  no  persons  re- 
covered from   such   a  disease.     His  bed   was 
spread  beneath  the  shadow  of  nuniberletA  pine- 
trees,  on  a  sloping  bank,  and  I  had  him  covered 
with  as  nuiny  blankets  as  could  l>e  collected, 
and  rubbed  incessantly,  till  the  niedidne-chvst 
BiiiTed :  half  a  wine-gla»s  of  brandy  and  Uu< 
danum,  equally  mixed,  iiad  the  eflect  of  restor- 
ing him  to  ease.     I  had  Mvn  this  dose  admini*- 
tered  in  the  hospitals;  and  as  it  was  given  vcr)- 
few  minutes  after  the  ooin»i«Dceiucnt  of  the  at- 
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be 

aiafttd  ia  ihar : 

Thenm  Srw  taeaa  to  mi  m  woi  u>] 
awditoff  oTtheliKfienna,  ndthr  imriid  biiHrif 
cmld  not  mn»i$maBagmt  tbtacnndaad  wl^- 
H^  dncipGM  W  WW  GbiT  to  be  plMMl  vnlcT. 
A  «aBt » ibe  nooaCnM  vooU  HMfce  BO  ttBrner. 
fiibjcct  for  a  caricarare.  Wt  had  n» 
Cir  our  tmu  near  (be  hMpital  we  bad  iw 
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hofttily  csublished,  and  were  obligetl  lo  move 
forward ;  a  hammock  was  arranged  in  a  very 
few  minutes,  by  fastening  a  fthnwl  to  a  (I'nt-pole, 
•od  the  patient  was  carried  tu  a  cK-nr  spncr 
■bout  a  mile  further  on  the  road,  whero  »c  re- 
mained a  day  and  night. 

June  13th. — At  noon  we  began  our  walk  to 
Muokbu.and  reached  it  just  in  time  loescape  the 
fir«t  fall  of  rain.  It  pruniiwK,  from  the  time  it 
has  l)eei]  brewing,  to  continue  for  several  days ; 
and  t)ie  natives  declare  it  will  prerttit  our  mor. 
ing  beyond  Suchi  for  at  least  a  week.  It  will 
be  impossible  indeed  lo  ctoes  that  tremendous 
pass  until  the  rocks  have  lost  the  increased  fiKi- 
lity  of  clipping  that  the  water  i»  likely  to  give 
them  :  and  our  gri-aiest  appreliennion  of  going 
bnr**foot«l  may  happcit  to  br  rea!i»eil,  when, 
vven  in  dry  weather,  we  li-avi-  a  jwrtion  of  our 
■Itoeit  upon  the  pointed  niones  of  every  day'a 
juuraey. 

1  found  the  fame  of  my  cure  luul  preceded 
me,  and  all  the  "■  malade*  iimtf/inairea"  of 
Mookba  aasemblcd  round  my  tent  to  beg  a  prc- 
acripticfli.    They  recounted,  witli  doleful  faces, 
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thv  Hul  «torie«  of  their  suRViings :  some  had  fuJ 
heail-ncttL*»  for  years,  nnd  «iinr  had  last  thdr  ap- 
|H'lit<.'»  since  llivy  irerc  cliilclren.  I  had  to  eia- 
minv  finger*  nnd  feet,  and  to  administer  some- 
thing to  each :  for  oxicninl  comptaiiits,  I  recotD- 
iDciidci]  the  !iini))U:  lotion  of  cold  water,  which 
wiu  too  much  neglected  and  too  little  csuvmcd ; 
for,  as  in  otber  parts,  tliej  preaerred  their  predi- 
teclion  for  dirt  on  the  bBoks  of  the  Holy  Rircr, 
in  spile  of  its  power  of  purifiralion.  Aa  the  in- 
ward complaints  «M.fnrd  tonictobem-«rly  alike,I 
hsd  one  invarinhle  fMnnixa,  and  sent  my  patients 
awnj-  congratulating  themsL'lve»««  mewling  with 
so  able  a  phvHician,  convinced  of  my  skill,  as 
they  appeared  ddighted  with  the  uniformity  of 
my  practice:  for  every  man  held  his  pill  be- 
tween his  finger  and  thumb ;  and  comparing  it 
with  his  neighbour's  before  he  snalluwcd  it, 
chuckled  at  the  resemblance. 

As  we  entered  the  village,  a  party  of  pilgrims, 
among  whom  were  a  woman  and  several  childrm, 
drew  up  on  a  bank  to  the  riglit  of  the  pathway 
and  saluted  us  with  groans.  I  could  not  coo- 
jcctiire  what  diffeieoce  of  o|unk>n  had  made  us 
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liable  to  such  a  public  expression  of  unpopular 
rity ;  and  approachiog  them,  I  fouud  each  person 
pressing  his  hand  on  his  stooiach,  and  making 
faces  thai  soon  explained  to  me  ihi-  stulc  of  alfairi. 
They  had  been  unaceustoined  to  such  cold  water 
and  coarse  grain,  and  all  »tood  in  need  of  my  a^ 
sistancc.  I  astonished  itit-xc  wuntlvrttra  by  tny 
ability,  as  I  had  confoiindetl  the  rtisidctits.  I  haw 
lM>co>inc  very  weary,  however,  of  this  ra»hionabl« 
n^  after  Riy  nostrums ;  and  for  the  purpose  uf 
soon  eraplyiiijT  my  boxcK,  I  distributed  the  me- 
dicine with  a  lavish  hand.  I  Khali  be  able  to 
synipathize  with  the  doctor,  whose  celebrity  pnv 
vents  his  having  a  moment  to  himself,  and  whose 
time  is  often  consumed  in  cases  as  trifling  and 
ridiculous  as  mine.  I  am  afraid  also  I  can  ap- 
proach too  nearly  to  the  feelings  of  the  quack, 
who,  while  he  gulls  the  credulous  fuoU  who 
attend  him,  is  tlic  only  one  aware  of  his  own 
ignuraitce.  I  trust,  liowcver,  neither  my  lotion 
nor  my  physic  will  be  followed  by  mischief. 

June  Hth.— Within  about  an  hours  walk 
of  Mtiokba  are  the  remains  of  a  temple.  Many 
fragments  of    sculptured  stone    are  scattered 
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about,  and  tbr  country  round  bcsrs  the  app*«> 
ai>cc  of  ha\-ttig  been  inhsbited  and  cultivated,  tht 
(IhiKicin  nt  the  tciran-s  bring  &tiU  vinfalc.  t 
cmild  learn  no  clrar  tradition  rrgardiog  it ;  but 
my  bralimin  friend  nttributcd  its  eroctiun  to  iht 
Chinese.  It  lias  bn-n  very  Urge,  an<t  was  placed 
in  a  motit  comnuiiiding  fKwiiion  on  tbc  brnw  of  a 
bill  that  overlooks  tin-  Giingr»,  and  commaDdi  • 
view  of  the  snowy  range :  the  stone  of  which  it 
wax  built  was  carefully  prepared,  and  bear*  the 
marks  of  having  been  formed  by  more  skilful 
artists  than  the  present  race  of  mountaineers  cas 
jirodiice.  When  they  talk  of  China,  howcvrr, 
they  merely  mean  people  on  the  other  side  of  the 
snowy  boundary  i  and  as  inscriptions  in  the  Thi- 
iK-tiiin  ehanuliT  have  been  found  in  the  hills,  that 
nation  may  have  been  the  builders  of  the  temple 
There  is  touch  room  for  speculotioa  in  the 
study  of  uncouth  6gure9  and  inoompr^enfiiUc 
letters,  and  much  amusement  is  derived  frani  its 
exercise,  although  nolight  may  be  thrown  upon 
ihem.  We  are  prone  to  admire  most  what  wo 
least  understand.  We  too  frequently  lo«e  our 
enthusiasm  as  we  gain  ourk  now  ledge ;  and  the 
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truveller,  wlia  leaver  it  ti>  hi»  imagination  to  read 
hiero^lyplitcs  uid  form  hjpntlit^M't,  passes  )ii> 
time  fully  at  nffrwably,  if  nnl  intm;  w,  lliun  tlie 
critic,  who,  Mtisficd  tie  know*  wicli  things  were 
for  such  piirpoKCK,  has  no  occasion  for  the  aid  of 
conjwliirc,  or  tliechamit  of  fiincy. 

Ah«>ut  ntitlway  Ijetwtwn  the  temple  and  lk(ook- 
ba  the  rain  bt^f^an  to  full  in  torrents,  and  I  found 
we  were  too  likely  to  bid  adieu  to  the  pleasant 
scenes  He  had  iiitherto  enjoyed,  for  the  most  un- 
comfortable of  all  mountain  visitations.  We  tip- 
poared  to  be  riding  <>n  (he  boHonis  of  the  clouds. 
The  road  l)ccuni«  ho  slippery  an  to  render  the 
utmoat  caution  necessary,  and  all  around  was 
dark-  Tlic  vivid  lightning;,  that  shot  through 
the  mi»l,  wa»  the  best  light  we  had  to  depend 
on;  for  the  cloiids  hung  so  compU-tely  around 
us,  above,  l>elow,  and  on  every  side,  that  ue 
were  at  length  obliged  to  abandon  the  continua* 
tion  of  our  journey;  and  taking  shelter  under 
an  overhanging  rock,  which  rose  from  the  bosom 
of  the  hill  above  us,  wc  remained  about  a  couple 
of  hours.  There  was  no  hope  of  the  stormV 
cessation  :  and,  afraid  of  being  benighted,  we 
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set  forth  agaJD.  It  n-as  (lark  when  wc  reached 
Suchi;  and  the  tempest  had  so  scattered  my 
party,  that  I  despaired  of  being  boused. 

As  is  generally  tlie  owe  in  such  predicaments, 
the  things  you  lca«t  rttiuin;  are  ni-aircst  at  hand. 
With  tlic  voice  of  an  Othdlu  1  shouted  for  my 
tent— for  any  thing  that  could  be  found — nay, 
cviii  a  handkrrcliicf  if  it  could  be  discovered  : 
but  without  success.  The  barking  of  the  dogs, 
with  tl>e  screuiiitng  of  the  people  to  still  tbeni — 
the  clamour  of  the  i>earest  coolies  for  guides  and 
lights— and  the  uproar  of  my  servanLs  with  uc- 
casioaal  cJapaof  thunder,  and  the  rushing  of  the 
rain,  made  the  most  Iwwildering  tumult  that  can 
be  conceived.  I  bad  been  obliged  to  strip  myself 
of  my  wrlrtothes;  and,  tying  a  table-cloth  about 
my  wai*l,  (the  only  cover  I  could  find,)  sallied 
forth  with  a  white  stafl'  in  my  hand  ;  and,  like  a 
mauiac,  as  I  exercised  it  upon  ihc  6png  people^ 
or  puked  them  out  of  ibe  snug  covers  they  had 
taken  to,  added  to  the  wildness  of  the  scene. 

Alihuugh  accustomed  from  priadple,  and  in. 
deed  from  inclination,  to  bo  as  passive  as  possible 
under  the  anooyanceof  Ilindoo  apathy,  I  found 
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il  (liflicult  to  control  myself  here.  There  wti*  a 
huuiDur  in  the  uprour,  \vo,  that  it  wax  iiol  easy 
towithstaod.  jVflcrcalliiiglill  I  woshoarscfor 
any  portion  of  my  bttg^ngc  tlint  had  arrived,  up* 
prrlieuding  that  all  bad  been  swept  away,  to 
prove  that  I  was  not  quite  destitute,  my  friend 
Buolh  ^iog.  the  most  atlvntivv  of  my  c<x>lii-s  a 
■mart  fellow,  and  u  iterfcct  beau  in  his  way,  flew 
in  pursuit, and  in  a  few  minutes  returnul,  lienring 
in  triumph  the  trophies  of  his  sucoca* — a  broken 
kettle  nixl  a  frying  pan!  "Tbi»iBall,"uiidhe; 
"  but  I  ho|>c  the  rest  will  soon  come."  It  uraa 
imposoible  not  to  laugh  :  and  when  one  of  the 
hilhiien  suggested  a  use  for  the  frying-pan,  by 
htJding  it  over  his  head  as  an  umbrt.-lla,  and  then, 
transferring  it  to  me,  recommended  me  to  apply 
it  to  that  purpose,  the  ludicrous  appearance  I 
already  made,  with  such  a  finish  to  my  picture, 
was  enough  to  restore  me  to  good-humour. 

I  was  a  nuitch  for  any  fanatic  in  the  East- 
standing  on  a  crag,  surrounded  by  the  villogeni 
aquatttng  Ukv  monkeys  at  my  feet— du  covering 
but  the  draggled  tablc-dotli  about  me— a  dirty 
white  wand  in  one  hand,  and  the  other  holding  a 
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frjFiog-pui  over  nv  htmd !  Ic  was  iKailjr  twfhc 
[  at  nt^bt  bdoK  I  bul  rollcvtcd  «U  Uut  (he  Ucrm 
had  (lUpcrard.  Sobp  of  ray  bearers  had  falla, 
and  bniiMtl  ihemwlvM  a  good  dad :  atid  txt, 
«ith  a  side  of  iny  tent,  bad  plumped  to  ih^boUsa 
of  a  pit.  frofu  wbicb  he  eontnvcci  to  crawl  aal 
bcForp  midnight :  aod,  coming  ttfrrificd  to  reblr 
bis  cAlamity  (o  me,  aasureil  me  biit  burden  mud 
have  by  this  time  r«ch«d  tbe  oenttw  of  thr  eartb, 
for  he  bad  oerer  beard  it  stop.  At  length,  widt 
tlirec  ade*  imly  to  the  tcol,  we  oootrived  to  gel 
under  cover ;  and  atting  in  the  centre  <^  it,  with 
our  feet  upon  tbe  pole  to  keep  them  out  of  the 
wet,  and  a  pan  of  charcoal  birlow,  we  werv  able, 
(thanks  to  tbe  war  i^ekments!)  to  pen  tbe  night 
without  sleeping.  Thecnnvniwand  the  bedthad 
got  so  complcti'ly  Maketl,  that  it  would  nut  hare 
been  either  comfortable  ur  tafe  tu  hare  eodea-  ^_ 
vourcd  to  obtain  rcpo«&  ^| 

Daylight brou gilt  ixi  alteration  in  our  affain; 
and  on  tbe  n'cning  of  the  third  day  of  our  being  ^^ 
wcatber<bound,  every  thing  aeemed  as   uapro<  ^ 
tnising  as  the  commenci-tnent.     On  sending  in 
scorch  of  the  stray  part  of  tbe  tent,  I  found  that 
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the  TiMruf  the  man  ha<l  exafrgerated  the  d^pth 
of  thv  pit,  and  it  was  not  wry  difficult  to 
recover  it. 

Ttiv  )x)!tili<iu  iu  which  we  are  encamped  is  the 
umnl  cliuice  of  the  pilgrim§,  and  many  are  seated 
about  ui.  We  have  placed  the  tent  under  the 
brandies  of  a  very  large  walnut-tree,  from  which, 
the  first  night,  we  expected  to  gain  a  little  KhdtL-r ; 
bill  bein;;now  well  wa»hed,  itaclaasaconduit  to 
pour  the  watvr  more  directly  upon  us ;  a  little  be- 
hind ia  the  tent  of  my  servants,  in  which  they  nit* 
as  miserable  OS  fowlsaround  a  pool  in  ihemiddle, 
which  the  rain,  in  dropping  through  the  canvass, 
has  formed.  '  Their  wet  blankets  are  wrapped 
round  them ;  and,  not  with  standing  the  reproaches 
that  tiudr  countenances  exprexs — for  every  man 
tvems  to  say,  *'Why  have  you  done  this?" — I 
find  it  iinponnible  to  contemplate  Iheir  tituatitm 
with  the  lea»t  appearance  of  gravity. 

A  small  wooden  shed,  about  the  size  of  a  wild- 
bca»tcage,ea'cted  for  the  use  of  the  fa<juirs,(  three 
or  fuur  men  may  squat  in  the  niiddleof  it,)  iscuct> 
verted  into  a  kitchen:  and  my  Maliomet^os, 
drenched  to  the  skin,  are  endeavouring  to  cook 
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my  dinner  at  a  little  smoke  in  one  oorocr  of  it : 
for  it  is  imfxiwible  tu  kindle  a  flame.  The  only 
sBtictiKin  I  have  renuUDiofc,  instead  of  a  cover, 
which,  in  all  |>i-obaI)ility,  like  (litpiu'fi  viig,  will 
Kxm  be  h«re— *'  for  why  ?  'tis  on  the  road"^-UiU 
acane  hat,  the  crown  of  which  juftt  Gl&  theniouth, 
stuffed  into  it.  A  opeeiea  of  pottage  is  inanufac- 
turin}^  in  a  broken  pot,  into  nhich  the  rain  wilt 
intrude ;  and  water  heinfi;  the  last  ingretlient  it 
requires,  proniiitcs  to  render  it  the  tainx  ultra 
soup-mniffre.  kf  y  cooks  have  ]K'titton(^d  to  bring 
it  into  my  tent ;  atul  it  now  boiU  under  the  tabic, 
thai  being  ilic  driral  situation  to  be  fMind. 

I  defy  the  gn-ntcMt  humouriKt  of  the  day  to 
crxitrive  a  mure  al»urd  uene  than  uur  eneamp- 
oiL-iK  prewnls.  'I'he  fa<]uint  are  niutlvriitg  round 
their  miserable  fires,  striving  to  protect  their 
meal  fruni  ihc  wet  with  leaves  :  some  Ilindous 
arc  cooking  tiidr  cak<Mt  in  ihu  hollow  tit  a  tree, 
vbivh  I  ex|HK;t  to  see  rattle  about  them :  aud 
one  b«»  just  lost  his  dinni^r  by  the  rouf  of  Iiik 
kitdira— a  cutlon  umbrella,  6ying  up  into  the 
air  with  a  tin  |iot  lunging  fruin  the  stick,  which 
liail  bevn  lied  to  it  in  hope*  of  giving  weight. 
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Every  peraon  is  nnxiouxly  watching  lliiti  balloon^ 
iu  its  vcceDtric  fliglit,  with  his  [)erxon  atn-tchcd 
over  liiK  mesa,  le&t  it  slmuld  descend  upoit  it  unA 
scatter  it  to  the  winds. 

What  the  thoughts  of  my  Hindoos  rosy  be  I 
cannot  conjecture,  but  I  hope  tbcy  riew  their 
dileniniafe  as  necessary  and  im-riloriuus  trials. 
My  Mahometans,  I  am  convinced  by  thdr  looks, 
woidd  sacrifice  (he  chance  of  Paradise  if  it  were 
only  to  be  attained  through  a  repetition  of  such 
acenes.  For  myself,  I  unconsciously  break  into 
a  whiftlc  of  appropriate  airs,  and  delect  myself 
ia  humming,  "  Ve  gentlcmm  of  England,  who 
lire  nt  home  at  cum;,''  too  fr«)ui-ntly,  not  to  per- 
cvivv  that  it  breathes  a  spirit  ill  at  twx.  At 
night,  whm  the  ridiculous  of  the  picture  is  lost 
in  (larkncM,  every  gust  of  wind  threatena  to 
carry  my  fliniiiy  roof  to  the  clouds— while  the 
thunder  echoes  from  mountain  to  valley,  and 
valley  to  mountain,  and  the  fia!i>hes  of  lightning 
diKover  the  grandeur  of  the  ptaks  above  me, 
as  they  thrust  their  beads  through  the  mist,  then 
shoot  through  the  vapour  that  hangs  over  a  fa- 
tbomleu  abyss    before    me— masses  of   rock. 
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ItxMened  by  (he  rain,  fall  with  trvmtmdoitt  tusi* 
doirn  its  ddra— oU  is,  indcnl,  magoificail, 
uibUnwt 

JuiivlTtli,  18lb.— We  had  been  ihircdaTiii 
Suchi,  nml  took  a  fair  opportuniiy  on  (he  fourth 
to  makr  cHir  rscape  from  ttie  first  villa^  within 
the  Dwgic  cirelf  of  the  Ganges'  i>owrcr :  we  begaa 
to  f«u-  that  w«  might  bcafTecitHl  by  it»  inBuenor, 
and,  «pvll  JxKtDd,  W  foreed  to  remaiu  till  we  had 
mingletl  with  its  dust ;  for,  as  long  as  the  rain 
continued,  it  was inipo«sib)c  to  cross  the  barner, 
the  passage  of  which,  in  fine  wtrsther,  bad  so 
aUmied  my  people ;  and  unless  we  could  leam  to 
relish  rams  wc  bad  little  ehonee  of  survinng  a 
season  within  it — for  our  lledi,  a  buck  goat; 
and  for  vt^-tables,  tbeerisped  topeof  (heyoui^ 
forest  fem  t  The  native*  of  the  hills,  in  many 
parts,  use  this  aa  a  Testable;  but  on  tasting  it 
onc«,  I  (bought  it  too  imtipid  and  tougli  to  in- 
duce mo  to  adopt  it. 

Un  reaching  the  fonnidable  pass,  we  had  all 
the  diffictdty  and  labour  we  bad  apprehended. 
The  common  road  was  so  slipprry>  as  to  rcDder 
it  dangerous ;  and  on  gaining  the  summit  of  the 
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rockt  we  liatl  ftACt-ndLtl,  wv  were  forced  to  pausa 
on  the  brink,  all  seemi'ii  mi  altcrxMl  !>)'  tlie  rains 
of  the  last  few  days.  The  trunks  of  lre«'»  were 
swiDgin^f  io  the  gaps,  held  only  by  one  Iwig. 
Tli«  plwiks  h;id  been  6wept  down  the  chasms 
th«y  w«rc  pluccd  across ;  and  at  the  bottom  of 
every  rock,  «  pool  of  water  was  collected. 
On  shooting  down  thosi-  declivities,  wc  generally 
iplnsheil  into  tlic  reservoir  below;  and  when 
crawling  up  the  next,  druggUtl  anil  miserable, 
gavr  an  apt  roprexentution  uf  tl>e  cleanly  though 
uiKoniforttihlc  punixhinent  of  kevl-haiiling— 
now,  I  hope,  obsolete. 

It  took  us  Miuie  time  to  fasten  the  ladders,  and 
prefiare  the  hridgi^it;  nii<l  it  was  nearly  dark 
when  wc  reached  acIear^p.tce,  on  the  right  bank 
of  tile  Gongt'*,  where  we  encamped :  the  natirca 
named  it  l>ouutgul.  It  wjts  ti»ed  for  the  culti- 
vation of  red  spinach,  and  stood  under  a  high 
hill,  OD  which  a  little  village  was  situated,  and 
many  <leer  were  browning  among  the  trees  on  its 
summit.  Not  long  before  we  came  in  sight  of 
it,  fatigued  with  our  scrambling,  we  had  nearly 
aboDduned  the  chance  of  gaining  it :  in  despair 
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we  ftni^Td  »t  the  top  at  n  nick  almost  perpcn- 
dkular,  and  tifly  fi-et  deep.  I'he  only  mi-t)»od 
of  draccndinj;  was  by  a  flat  board,  reHtin^f  in  » 
niche  «t  the  bottMn,  uul  fuleocd  to  the  root  of 
a  in:«  by  a  few  willow  twigs  at  the  top  :  steps, 
about  bi»  enough  liir  the  feet  of  a  monkey,  were 
scooped,  at  loof;  intervals,  in  the  plank. 

We  had  climbed  up  by  these  means,  but  it 
was  a  far  difTercnt  matter  to  descend.  Thi-re  is 
an  "  alacrity  in  sinking,"  that  made  ux  ]ie»itate 
for  sunt).'  lime  to  trust  ourwlvvs  upon  it.  Uur 
faagpigc  was  rolled,  a*  well  m  it  coulii  be,  to 
peoT>le  wbu  were  placed  at  tite  tiottont  to  n:c4!iTa 
it ;  and  we  were  obliged  to  take  advantage  of 
that  precaution  for  oureelves.  When  hulf-way 
down  the  plank,  we  wi-re  forced  (for  we  could 
pick  our  »teps  no  furihcr)  to  launch  our  bodii-s, 
stretched  on  their  backs,  to  the  foot,  where  we 
were  caught  in  safely,  with  a  sliout  of  applause 
that  would  have  encouraged  a  umuntcbank. 
Dounlgul  can  Ncnrcely  be  Mn'cn  miles  from 
Suchi ;  but  it  t»  ct|(tu1  to  a  distaiice  of  at  least 
fifty,  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

June  18th. — Withoutany  other  adventure  than 
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Slicking  for  two  <n-  tlirftc  Iioum  up  bi  our  waitils  in 
mitd,  whik*  itt  u-inpting  to  pn««  uvcr  a  hill  of  cUy, 
thml  lay  in  <nir  n>utK  In  Tuiroo,  wv  readied  tJiat 
vil)3|rc,  »M(l  ]iit(^bt.-(l  U])ijn  ihv  »utne  ground  timt 
we  had  occupied  when  th«re  before.  Tlic  imt 
day  we  set  off"  hy  daylight  to  travcnw  a  rocky 
ridge,  thai  separated  u»  from  a  range,  on  the 
green  cape  of  which  stunds  a  beautiful  cluster  of 
cottages — ^judging  from  a  distance  only— called 
PrIoo.  Near  it  wc  cncanipcd  on  a  stubblc-ficld, 
where  stood  many  apricot-tircs,  the  fruit  nearly 
ripe.  We  crosM-d  over  two  bare  and  rocky  moun- 
tains, or  rntlier  chains  of  mountains ;  and,  d<v 
scendiiig  from  the  hwght  of  tlic  latter  nearly 
[lerpcndicuiiirly,  to  a  lorn-nC  (hut  divided  it  from 
the  one  we  are  now  on,  wc  found,  on  poiwing  it, 
that  the  temperature  had  suddenly  cliungvd  to 
that  of  summer:  we  left  CTcry  thing  bleak  and 
barren,  and,  in  a  few  hours  only,  hail  bi!en  trans- 
ported (o  a  harvest  home!  The  first  crop  had 
been  reaped,  and  the  sccnnd  was  sown,  and  in 
some  parix  above  the  ground. 

My  foilnwcrs  attacked  the  apricot-trces  like 
locusts;  and  it  was  fortunate  that  some  of  the 
fruit  was  still  unripe,  or  the  natires  and  owners 
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ttf  the  property  would  haw  had  to  lamcDt  ovr 
passage  through  their  country.  Althougli  b  tittle 
surpriwxt  nl  the  utti^k,  iht-y  bore  it  very  good- 
liuiDuurDdljr ;  and  the  n-ni(Hu(tnuiee  of  an  old 
man,  wh«n  one  of  my  cocdieii,  too  tired  to  picli 
the  fruit,  broke  a  wclUloadcd  branch  ofTthe  tree, 
ddivered  in  the  gentlest  scccDti  aud  with  a  man- 
nvr  approaching  to  dignity,  not  intcudcd  for  me 
to  hear,  struck  mc  very  forcibly : — "  If  the  chU- 
dren  die,  God  may  pve  the  fuiber  othrnt ;  but  if 
the  parent  foil,  there  can  be  no  more  ofT&pring: 
take  a*  much  fruit  as  you  pleaa^  it  will  grow 
again,  but  do  nut  break  the  tree." 

Throughout  all  parts  of  the  hills  where  the 
apricut  thrives,  the  natives  extract  an  oil  from 
the  kernel.  A  pressof  thcsimplestarrangenwnt 
Htands  a  UttJe  wiiliuut  the  village,  and  tbitber 
the  fruit  is  carrjed  when  ripe,  and  the  dooca  ee- 
|Mrated  fruni  it.  The  oil  is  light-coloured  and 
clear,  possessing  very  little  condstcncT :  it  dov% 
not  therefore  congeal  su  rapidly  a»  might  be  ex- 
pected in  so  cold  a  region.  In  most  of  the  bilU, 
[M>p]iies  grow  in  great  number  and  strength.  Tha 
inhabitant*  distil  opium,  and  say  they  are  fond  of 
it,  but  I  never  met  oiw  in  the  least  degree  under 
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its  influence :  they  cannot  send  it  to  tlie  plains, 
from  thcpoallive restriction;  ihcy  must  th<Ti*forc 
uieit  among  thcmxclvrs,  but  I  sbfiuld  tliink  very 
eparingly  imkvd.  Tlu^y  arc  very  ftincl  of  the  wed 
of  the  |x>pi>y;  nnd  at  (he  lime  it  is  in  i«a«>n, 
you  scarcely  meet  a  periion  that  i»  not  providenl 
with  »crcnil  ixids-fitll, 

June  aOth — We  are  (to  deligliled  with  the 
ctinnpr  of  MH'wry,  and  cooipartiliTely  level  coun- 
try, that  we  t«ke  very  *horl  jonnieys.  To-day 
we  remain  at  Keiths),  which  is  liitlc  more  than 
an  hour  from  Poloo.  This  village  is  the  best  we 
have  met  within  the  mntinluinf^  and  the  only  unv 
ill  which  the  i>ei>]ile  have  been  anxious  that  we 
should  remain.  It  waa  our  intention  to  liave  con- 
tinued to  the  next,  alwut  three  milen  further; 
but  on  ourapproaching,  we  were  met  by  the  jxi- 
pulation  ofthe  place,  with  aitaddmx  of  welconie, 
and  a  request  that  we  should  pitch  our  tents  on  a 
pretty  green  spot  above  the  village,  on  one  side 
of  which  stood  a  temple  to  ^f  ahadeo.  As  the 
nin  Mlill  conlinuec  throughout  the  day,  com- 
rnmcing  a  little  before  noon,  we  find  it  necessary 
to  comf^ete  our  journey  at  an  early  hour. 
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We  efK)U[ip«I  dose  to  the  porcli  (if  tb«  temple, 
whcTV  iiKMt  uf  ibe  natives  have  aiocitnblwl  to  gat 
upoDU&.  Th«  women,  too,  have  ventured  to  gi^ 
tily  their  curiosity  moiv  than  they  have  el««ber; 
douo ;  and,  nuiking  tlwir  hoepilaliiji'  an  exciMC 
have  brought  milk  and  fruit  to  us :  and,  bavin; 
preticnted  it,  ttil  down  id  gTX>ups  about  lu,  «lk 
silent  wonder,  observing;  all  our  motiotu.  Tbr 
people  are  not  much  cleaner  than  llie  inhabitanu 
of  other  parts,  although,  living  in  acuinporativdy 
warm  climate,  tliej  might  undergo  the  uk  of  cold 
water  without  much  incoDvenienoe.  Iti»*uignlar 
that  people,  so  dirty  in  their  own  perMin*  anl 
abodes  should  be  so  particular  in  all  that  relata 
to  their  agriculture.  Tb«r  fields  are  prepared 
for  the  grain  with  the  utmost  care,  and  kept  at 
clean  u»  it  iit  pos«ible  (o  keep  thcra  during  the 
progreiiaiof  the  crop.  Thv  \aved  area, on  whkfa 
the  corn  h  Iroddon  out,  would  l>ear  to  \k  placed, 
for  cleunlineMt,  by  the  side  of  an  Lnglish  ihreaH< 
ing-harn.  If  the  wind  bluwH  ihc  mudlcst  impu* 
rity  tipon  it,  it  is  immetliatdy  *wvpt  off,  even 
ilwtigh  no  com  be  ready  to  be  laid  upoa  it. 

The  harvest  is  ooMlucled  with  great  mirth  ; 
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singinf^  iu>d  music  rvMiund  in  the  valley*,  and  the 
laixMirof  ciMTyinf;  humv  the  iIn-avM  ttevnin  to  be 
perfectly  delighted  in.  ^u)iersl)tiijnhaiiitf(  power 
also ;  for  it  is  necessary  to  pro[)!tiate  an  evil  spi- 
rit,  before  they  venture  to  put  the  cattle  in  to 
tread  out  the  grain.  They  pass  round  the  area, 
and  sprinkle  the  n\^-%  uf  it  with  turmeric,  and 
the  post  in  lliv  crntrc  b>  which  the  umniuU  are 
fa^teiKtl.  There  are  other  trnemies  to  the  conit 
that  it  would  lie  well  if  they  eould  kcqi  in  check 
by  any  proce^^  so  sinijile. 

In  passing  above  a  large  tract  of  land,  on  wliicb 
the  crop  «vrn)ed  ripe  enough  to  reap,  1  was  as- 
U)ni»hc«l  toHX-nuch  univer»a)  activity  a:tup|>eur- 
ed  to  prevail.  There  wu»  u  perMui,  apparently,  at 
every  ear  of  corn,  hii.->ily  vmjiloyed  in  picking 
out  the  grain.  I  could  not  conjecture  the  cause 
of  such  extraordinary  labour;  till,  on  looking 
through  my  glass,  I  found  the  field  was  full  of 
iiionkeys,each  standing  on  itshind  U-gK,  und  tu-lfi- 
ing  itself  with  the  greatest  asxiduily.  I  was  too 
well  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  nicol,  not 
to  put  au  eiKl  to  their  rcpHMt.  I  firi-d  a  couple  of 
balls  above  tlwir  heads,  and  »et  them  olT,  »cauip- 
ering  and  screaming,  to  the  adjoining  trccv,  which 
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binig  OTfr  a  littU  brook,  >>y  ihc  tnck  nf  wliich 
I  lud  soon  arier  tu  paw.  They  were  stJll  in  (he 
Iwamlm.  iiiil  cbutvrvd  moot  diacorduttly  while 
I  -wattnl  tbrcnigh  thdr  dominioD*.  Some  ryrd 
me,  a*  if  they  suspected  me  of  havinj;  been  llie 
causeof  their intemiption and atarni;  and,  jump- 
ing to  the  bmi;^  almi-r  lb«  road,  ultoak  ibcm 
oTcr  mr  hnd,  ami  grinnM)  mmt  hidrausly 
throuf;h  thnn.  A  few  of  the  nldcM,  who  had 
ihrir  voung  lo  protect,  canw  mew*  boldly  into 
the  path,  as  if  trying  How  near  ihey  could  ap- 
proach with  impunity. 

I(  was  aeceasary  lo  be  oo  the  alert,  fur  theii- 
tnamvuvm  bore  a  moM  Ihrrntetiing  aspi-ct.  AU 
though  the  gambols  ant)  trickii  of  the  monkeys 
arc  higi)ly  amtising  wh*-n  TJewed  frotn  n  little  di»- 
tance,  there  are  few  thrngN  moR-  uncomfortable 
than  to  be  so  suitouihUk)  by  nrreral  hundreds — 
particularly  when,  as  in  my  caw,  the  conscience 
whispers  (hat  they  have  no  reason  to  l>e  pleased 
with  the  intrusion.  I  have  heard  people  (>on8t  of 
shooting  thetn,  and  finding  il  cii)uul  sport :  I 
never  could  appreciate  the  feelings  of  xudi  men, 
however.    The  Inolch  of  a  monkey  in  pain  are  so 
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distrpSKing,  nnd  his  cries  so  pitirul,  that,  putting 
[his  near  appniacii  in  appcamticc  toourown  race 
[outoF  the  question,  it  must  btran  inhuman  spirit 
i  that  could  Rnd  pk'iisurc'  in  such  amusetncnt.  I 
[wmcnibfr  hearing  an  anccdotrof  a  sportsman  in 

llieKdMhavingbtx-nindiicird  tofiri,-nt,ttnd  wound 

m  large  inoTik«y :  one  of  the  boldest  of  the  pack 
I  immedialcly  approached  him,  and  catching  hold 

of  his  gun,  endeavoured  to  disarm  IiJni.  A  strug< 
I  f}e  took  place,  in  which  the  tnan  of  the  woods 

proved  the  strongest,  and  bore  away  his  prize. 

The  monkeys  had  obs(.'^^■cd  the  manner  in  which 
lit  had  been  fired,  nnd  Htirmpted  to  imitate  it : 
[at  U-ngth  one  ftuccix'ded  in  putting  it  to  his 

khoulder ;  and  the  Hjiortiiman,  not  approving  of 

liis  own  battery  being  tumei!  again»t  him,  com- 

ment-rtl  making  hi»  retreat — when  off  went  the 
I  second  barrel  of  the  gun  .'  The  riH-ruits,  frigbl- 
itaed  at  the  noitie  theiiitu-Kcit  had  made,  threw 
[down  the  cause  of  it,  and  flew  to  the  trees; 
[while  the  intruder  narrowly  escaped  being 
I  wounded,  and  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  fowl- 

ing-pieee  to  the  future  entertainment  of  the 
^«ood-ranger&.     The  natives  do  not    venerate 
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tbcm  in  anj  pan  of  tbe  bilU ;  but,  oeTenluIn, 
tbe;  «e  as  fat  and  tkek  a&  ihc  s«cTfd  Inmii 
arc  toet  with  in  the  plaina. 

June  21st  «nd  22ad. — We  are  now  intmiag 
tbat  fertile  country  we  had  seen  sloping  dontv 
the  Ganges,  from  the  Gnt  height  from  whidt  vt 
gUDcda  vicwof  tUatrircr-  From  i'aloowebsic 
entered  a  diSncnt  cUmatc  compleleljr :  nUaga 
appear  at  c%-cn-  two  or  tbtw  miles  apart,  and  m 
pau  uvirr  coinporaliielj  Ievi.-1  roods,  tbroogli 
ICTFBCV*  wrll  cultivated  and  Weltered  vitb  fruil' 
UM*  of  everjt  description,  the  produce  of  whicb 
ia  now  generally  tipe:.  At  each  village  we  an 
prewDted  with  apricots  and  figs,  and  ximetinm 
peaches ;  but  tbcy  are  hard  and  tD&ipid.  It  it  a 
matlerofgrcntcDiuUtiou  among  the  people,  «fao 
shall  bring  auM  fruit  to  us;  and  it  scvoia  to  be 
some  ainutcuKut  to  them  to  endeavour  to  outdo 
ead)  other  in  pcTMiadiog  uxto  eat. 

At  GhoNuli,  which  is  tMt  three  miles  from 
Rcitbal,  thcftt  i*  a  nt.-«i  tirinplc,  lo  covered  bj 
trees  lliul  «c  were  done  upon  it  before  «e  ditco- 
vercd  it.  Near  to  this,  on  a  beautiful  green 
bwn,  we  encauiptrd.     Tbe  banks  of  tbe  Gaii^Bi 
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are  MtjK-rior  iu  cultiviitioii  ami  in  v^tcnt  to  those 
of  any  pArtuf  Ihv  Juinnn:  the  villugcs  arc  much 
more  populous,  and  the  inhabiliinlit  iippcarinore 
civiliiEed.  We  are  now  amply  rewardi-d  for 
uur  toilfl  in  gaining  the  source  of  the  rivur,  by 
the  pleasant  orchards  and  cleanly  villages  we 
are  able  to  encamp  near,  on  its  banks.  We  mec' 
frequently  with  travellers  from  the  most  distant 
quarters  of  the  mountains,  and  find  ourselves  so 
completely  on  a  high  road,  that  wc  move  merrily 
aloiig,  and  hear  news  of  other  worlds  at  every 
neir  place  we  halt  at-  This  has  had  a  most  en- 
livening efibct  upon  our  peopk- ;  for  they  bring 
me  wjtli  the  utmost  delight  thi;  Kiniplost  intelli- 
gence, a»  if  it  were  nc<-e!'«iry  to  have  pr(K)r  that 
wc  had  uot  left  ihi;  liuiitKof  their  own  «phi>rc — 
a  belief,  that  I  wax  inclinud  to  think  more  lliun 
one  felt  di!i{)u»ed  to  indulge  in. 

We  stiU,  in  spite  of  the  superior  information 
of  the  natives  of  these  villages  retain  our  powers 
of  attraction.  We  are  beset  by  the  curious  and 
the  idle  as  much  as  we  have  ever  been ;  and  in 
one  or  two  instances,  when  we  have  been  pressed 
to  reinsin  among  them,  it  was  that  they  might 
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living  cnmpnnion  of  the  nature  I  slludeto:  tlic 
HiglilniKiiTs  of  Scutlund  hnve  »ome  superitti- 
twii  »Iso  ri'gnriliuK  ihcm  ;  and  my  Highlanilerit 
of  **  Snowy  Ininus"  are  most  (Jetidt-dly  averse 
to  thHr  <)c9(I ruction,  or  tiirir  iittiin|>t  tu  forsake 
Ih4>natat  M>il. 

Wc  have  quitted  the  country  of  pheasants, 
but  we  still  meet  with  black  partridges;  and  in 
my  pursuit  of  the  latter,  I  am  ever  doomed  tu 
be  intcrruplefl  by  the  untimely  appearance  of  a 
bear.  I  observed  it  bird  at  some  little  ilistiintx; 
run  into  n  )im»ll  ehniip  of  shrulM,  and  folliiwt^ 
it.  I  began  mcmt  lit!<tily  to  beat  the  bushes 
with  my  gun;  and  crying  "whist!  whist!" 
Iioidly  entered  the  midst  of  them.  A  bear  stood 
up  on  his  hind  legs,  its  snout  nearly  touching 
my  face,  as  I  bent  down  to  diM-ntnugle  thr 
skirt  of  my  coat  frntn  the  briers,  I  started  at 
being  brought  face  to  face  with  the  enemy ;  and 
not  being  able  to  elfect  a  speedy  retreat,  look  oil' 
my  bat,  and  waved  it  before  his  eyes.  Wo 
never  lose  by  politeness;  and,  although  I  un- 
capped from  a  difiV-rent  motive,  I  was  glad  to 
find  it  had  its  elTect. 
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The  bcnr  rnn  up  tbc  hill,  nmiul  which  one  of 
my  tervanu  was  irtn<ting,  and  cwnr  full  upoD 
him.  He  had  a  gun  id  his  hand,  unloaded,  aad 
covered  with  a  voollen  bag,  which,  in  hit 
oBKiely  to  defend  himself,  he  biui  thrust  half 
off;  recollccling,  however,  it  was u»chaif;rd, Iw 
waved  the  danf;ling  part  of  the  Img  in  the  betf'f  I 
eyes  *!<  ^  '"^  (Idle  ihehnt;  and  shouting^ hoi 
bo '."  as  lotid  as  be  could,  scarod  the  ammal 
away.  The  bear  svrmnt  perfectly  satisfied  al 
the  doiiUIe  ceremony  ht^  had  met  with;  and. 
itscuping  up  the  hill,  did  not  venture  to  return. 
It  seems  surpritiing  that  we  should  be  able  to 
get  rid  of  a  wild  beast  in  so  simple  a  manner: 
but  I  am  convinced  that  such  sudden  surprise* 
are  frcqiicntly  more  efficacious  than  open  war- 
fare-  It  is  not  probable  tliat  you  will  kill  at  the 
first  kIioI  :  and  although  you  may  wound  mot- 
tally,  1  have  no  doubt  the  dying  bug  of  a  bear 
would  bi;  as  furmidnbieas  that  of  a  healthy  one. 
There  couhl  be  no  edification,  and  not  much 
safety,  in  the  death-bed  of  a  tigi-r.  I  would 
prefer  therefore  adopting  some  tum;  to  plnciitK 


myself  in  llie  predicament  of  partaking  in  hti 


throe». 
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Some  jcara  ago,  I  was  acquainted  with  itn  of- 
ficer who  got  rid  of  a  bear  in  a  Mill  more  lingular 
muiDcr.  He  was  pursued  by  one  when  in  the 
jungle  of  Ceylon,  w-]iuratc(l  from  his  comp^ 
nions,  and  having  no  weapijn  with  him.  He  hud 
a  bottle  of  brandy  slung  acros!i  hi)  body,  and  on 
6ndiDg  the  bear  close  in  his  rear,  he  drew  it  fortli 
like  another  FalstafT,  and  struck  tlie  eneniy  a 
back-handed  blow  with  it  on  the  head.  The 
bottle  bn>kc ;  and  tho  spirit  Ktr<.'aming  down  his 
facw,  got  into  his  eyes,  and  rffrclnally  slopped 
the  pursuit.  I  have  mentioned  the  gri'-al  faith 
placed  by  natives  in  the  external  use  of  brandy  : 
this  application  of  it,  however,  eould  scarcely 
have  entered  into  tlicir  contemplation. 

Our  nest  step  was  to  the  village  of  Neithall. 
It  is  six  miles  from  Ghosali,  and  a  little  above 
the  river,  situated  on  a  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which 
vc  encamped.  We  passed  through  a  popidous 
and  merry  country,  well  cultivated  with  rice. 
In  the  present  stage  of  that  grain,  it  is  far  from 
agreeable  to  roam  through  tlie  6clda :  and  at  no 
time  is  the  face  of  the  country  iK-awlificil  by  siich 
a  crop !  The  valleys  seem  now  to  be  lakes :  liie 
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rice  JK  almost    half  grown,  and  Dearly  lost ; 
water;    the   terraces  ar«  divided     by    aamir 
ri<lg(.-s,  ovei-  which  it  is  necessary  to  creep  cau- 
tiiiuxly  line  by  one — for  woe  to  the  clumsy  tra- 
veller who  «tcp6  iutu  t)ie  bog  t>esidv  fajm  I 

At  ODC  iwriod  of  its  growth  the  rioe  crop  it 
t  riuiK[)luiitt.-d,  and  the  ground  undergoes  a  spedn 
of  turning  up,  that  prewiiu  a  niokt  lingular  sctne, 
A  number  of  loose  caldcan-  tunied  into  the  fvdd. 
and  ilrivcn  by  the  roice  of  the  farmer  in  trvcrj 
direction  throughit.  Sotncof  them  sink  vo  decplyt 
that  it  IK  difBcult  to  recover  tliem ;  the  >pla«bing 
of  thu  AniuuLl*,  and  the  shouting  ot  the  men  to 
L'lietT  thiin  on,  afford  a  contrast  to  the  wild  sing- 
ing of  the  women,  as  they  gather  the  plants. 

The  pipe  and  the  tom-tom  are  unceasing  ac- 
cumponiiDeiUs ;  and  tl>c  vale  resounds  all  day 
with  every  vwrii-ty  of  noise  and  rnvrriment.  llien, 
a»  before,  tile  tm/»n>ri«nfrN-«  were  women,  at>d  we 
were  the  tliL-i)K-»  of  lheirsong&  Wc  were  able 
to  catch  some  of  their  ideas:  and  as  they  will 
not  always  bear  a  literal  inter^jretation,  I  have 
ventured  to  arrange  the  purest  in  a  free  ocm-. 
The  feats  of  the  while  men  were  the  unchanging 
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and  apparmtly  inexhaustible  subjects :  the  fancy 
of  one  singer  called  forth  the  ideas  of  another, 
luid  wlicn  cocli  had  aSbrdcd  a  line,  they  seiiced 
upon  the  one  they  mo«t  approved  of,  and  gave 
it  u  a  feiirfiilly  emphatic  chorus.  "  Sa/iih 
Loffue,"  whiih  pro|>erIy  ttignilies  "gentlemen," 
I  have  translated  by  the  term  with  which  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is  constantly  associated  in  the 
miods  of  the  singers, 

THE  WHITE  MEN. 


La!  tbe  whiW  men  hmc  been  lo  tlio  mountaini  oftuov, 
Ani  tiBTe  tera  iho  grtat  Cnagn  How  ovia  iho  plain ; 

Lai  IW  llbouT  no  man.  for  tha  r!co  ciap  will  grow  ; 
11i*  wblu  moo  iDu«l  alwoyt  bnii|[  iraallli  id  th«ir  traia. 

Sao,  the  whiliF  meD  are  inilliBg  ;  tha  miiiili  Uicv  ndorc 

An  fu,  IW  ■»*;,  in  Ilia  ranlnii  of  llio  wujiI. 
Iln  tiff  (mil*  oponiMt — wa  Hill  Iftlxiur  no  man; 

WIhlii  tha  whila  hud  *n  hBpf);r>  Ihair  mttidU  u*  blwt. 

Sm,  ilia  lant*  are  «11  iprmd— they  baTo  kindled  iba  Itna, 
And  tb*  ti*TaIli>ra  «lll  raM  in  tlia  Tollnv  lo-daj. 

Wa  wUl  labour  do  morp  i  nil  Uit  wbi(*  ittnn  i!«AtrH« 
\Va  fcill  b>ai«n  i«  olTef,  sud  court  bin  to  Kinr. 

Collins,  in  one  of  hi*  Onental  Eelogues,  inake« 
his  hero  stray  through  rice  fieldn-^ 
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'  WkM  tB>  *M  tVMI  aV  labU  of  net  M  itn;." 

H«d  be  tried  the  experitnent  hiniM-lT,  I  think 
hm  wouU  lurdly  have  sent  him  upon  »  udouk 
Cwtabk  an  espeditioa. 

TtvnllnguoftFTindlymatlerofracl:  itisj 
pmae  to  ttBrare  the  ri'il  t)tat  poctrr  haa  thrava 
oTcr  MmcffT-  II  U  btttrr,  for  the  purposes  i 
poet,  to  view  ofajcds  thnfugh  the  imagioatiofi : 
and  the  traTcller,  who  i*  riiriunatc  enough  to  he 
able  to  see  through  the  Kame  mcdiuai,  haa  an 
addttiooal  pleasure  in  his  Ksearcbcs  that  the 
nOR  ■hort-tighled  nnc  cannot  kDow.  Ncrihifljc 
cao  be  laore  atupid  than  a  high  road  aad  a  guide- 
boot:.  It  is  ludicnnis  though  pi-rhapscooifiMtid- 
able  evough.  to  see  (as  I  doubt  Dot  tnanjr  cun- 
tinental  intTeI1<M>  liavc  donr)  a  fat  dderljr  geo- 
tkuiaii,  with  iIk  drofw  of  pmpiniiioD  trickling  M 
dovB  kit  check*,  a«  he  toils  up  a  hill  to  enable 
him  to  say  be  haa  been  on  its  summit,  jmuw  in 
the  niiilut  of  the  niost  beautiful  >ci«k  ry  lu  fuiublr 
about  thclcavF«of  his  Tourist's  Guide,  and  read 
the  dncriptioti  of  •omc  demolished  windmill: 
and,  liaWiig  a«*xrtaincdils  *' whereabouts,**  with 
as  much  glee  as  if  be  Iiad  diacoTered  a  Uad- 
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ratrk  in  a  dongermis  vayagv,  piLts  nn  to  ihi- 
critically  laid  down  jiusiliuii  of  n  lime-kiln,  ami 
rcsp  from  Uic  correclneiu  nf  his  bouk,  the  plea* 
•urcs  a  Ic«s  precise  traveller  would  draw  from 
the  charms  of  the  Iand!tcaj>e,  or  the  recollections 
of  the  spot. 

Thanks  to  the  thin  partiiionx  thnt  divide  some 
of  Mr,  Meurice's  rooms,  I  once  l>w;aine  privy  to 
tfa«  studies  of  a  worthy  pair,  who  occupied  an 
adjoininfT  chamber  to  me,  during  their  visit  to  ihe 
welUtxplorcd  city  of  Paris.  At  six  o'clock  every 
morning,  with  the  iiuwit  praiseworthy  pcrst-vc- 
rance,  did  the  good  cairy  rnnn  rr:ad  a  chapter  from 
his  guide-book  to  his  attentive  spouiK-,  und  eii- 
deavour  to  arrsugc  the  labours  for  the  day.  - 
This  was  no  ra»y  uiattiT;  for  ithe,  upholding  a 
privilege  «f  choice,  wta,  for  vourtA  and  camps ; 
while  he,  deeming  it  dignified  in  a  mate  ti'aveller 
to  be  itomethiiig  of  n  lurtuom,  maintained  the 
supcnonty  of  statues  and  columna.  As  the  ar- 
guments were  loud  and  long,  it  was  not  my 
fatdt  that  I  overheard  them. 

A  French  Mva/it  left  unexplored  the  ruins  of 
ThcljcsK-causvhv  caught  a  glimpse  of  an  English 


lua 


UAL-A-rkOKM  MEETIMCS. 


ntftid-servant  id  a  pint  Epencer,  contemptuing  i 
sphinx.  I  do  not  mean  to  juBttf;  his  flight,  but 
positively  such  a  spectre  was  enough  to  «caic 
Ilia  sublime  wnuutions.  1  widi  to  uphold  ihi| 
dignity  of  travel,  aiid  I  liavc  been  k-d  into  ibnv 
remarkfi  hy  that  deur&  Such  mal^propaa 
meetings  can  never  tend  to  increase  the  mental 
])teasure  or  extend  the  researches,  Tlie  boldest 
sportsman  would  fly  if  a  lion  entered  a  draw- 
ing-^room:  the  ke^eet  antiquary  would  witlw 
draw  in  despair  if  lie  saw  an  Abigail  scratching 
her  name  in  the  tomb  of  Osyniandian :  'tis  th^ 
fitnefis  of  things  that  constitutes  the  enjoyment. 


CHAPTKR  V. 

Itvpnwd  uurce  of  tb*  Cuig*^-A  mind* — A  fnil  fiir-ma — 
Tba  lord  of  Buitutn— I'lw  fwluir'*  £wli*i(t— Sacivi]  Wnipfe 
— Woumn.  iba  tource  ef  •vil— A^«ablv  ihjiuI — Simpla 
far*  Vlll«g»  of  Mulcp— MouDlam  brHw* — Ri^ht  of 
|w«Muioo— Routa  to  DhoootlBb — Crfcd  of  tba  ttJndM*— 
Htligiaru*  matljrt — ArniKl  M  VtUhnn—Anaiiyutice*  t4 
fliei^Agncatuirg — tlnriimroTlable  ihoM — Crd*i  Ina — 
SkwI  pUntt^TynDDf  tnn  iBTaiiti— Siiuatiso  of  Bar> 
t^iM— Fkijuir  tnbut<^~V«Dn  of  CbnuUi — Tbo  "lappy 

VdUf  " VuUHBOUa  MtpHBU — WlU  bOD*J. 

JuKB  SSrd.^We  paaaed  for  several  mi  In 
through  rice,  or  more  properly  along  the  furrowi 
thnt  divided  the  fields,  ai>d  had  a  full  oppur- 
luiiity  uf  uduiiniig  the  manner  of  irrigation  fol- 
lowed by  the  natives;  for  we  were  too  often 
obliged  not  only  to  experience  the  breadth,  but 
thv  depth  of  their  drains  They  have  the  ad- 
TRntagr,  from  the  many  rilb  that  deicend  from 
the  heighu  above  thera,  of  being  able  ii>  draw 
water  down  to  thdrgrouodi;  no  great  ingenuity. 
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up;  and  to  thh  sanftum  sancttmtm  I  must  attri- 
bute a  legend  my  guide  to  GungoulH  related  to 
nte.  The  celebrated  saint  of  Nanguon  erected 
thi*  temple  fur  Iiia  family  wnrshi)).  Snort  ufUr 
it  wn«  i-winpleted  be  quarrelled  with  his  mother, 
mm)  forimde  her  to  enter  it  for  prayer.  She,  by 
virtue,  I  «up|X)8e,  of  her  son's  piety,  has  con- 
trived to  be  immorlsl,  and  endeavours  to  [lene- 
trate  every  day  to  its  mysleriw.  The  moment 
she  appears  which  is  always  at  the  dawn  of 
dav,  the  dmtr  cltxteftand  haffleit  all  humnit  power 
to  open  it.  The  father  of  the  saint,  a  pious  and 
dewrving  parent,  who  probably  gained  his  urn'* 
esteem  by  taking  his  part  against  his  mother, 
has  the  privilrgc  of  breaking  the  spell.  Ht- 
comes  to  hi*  dcvutions  every  evening ;  and  at 
his  "Opn — Sesame,"  the  door  obeys  and 
grants  him  free  admission.  The  natives  of 
Barahat  did  not  seem  aware  of  the  great  mi- 
racle so  constantly  wrought  in  their  village ; 
but  I  think  it  too  ingenious  a  talc  to  omit,  par- 
ticulorty  as  my  frivitd  the  brahmin  concluded 
it  in  his  usual  maruier,  by  aiGrmiog  be  never 
told   lies.     A   muni,    however,    lurks   in   the 
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Mary.  It  would  be  unjust  to  the  saint  aad 
hi-i  miracle  1o  rapprea  the  cnDduct  uf  the  Udr, 
that  induced  him  to  exclude  her  from  the 
temple. 

Nanguan  is  not  far  from  the  castle  of  Burluv 
tee,  where,  in  the  olden  time,  dwelt  a  formidaUe 
chieftain ;  his  manner  of  living  was  ao  wpitat^, 
that  he  esciled  the  cnry  of  the  ndghboimty 
men,  and  (the  truth  must  br  told)  the  love  of 
the  surrounding  fair.  Among hix  must  devoted 
admirers  was  the  mother  of  our  saint :  she  was 
u«icd  in  Iht  own  mii>d  to  contrast  his  riches  and 
luxurious  farf  with  the  Bmpic  diet  and  hard 
labour  of  her  own  bonH*.  She  was  beautiful, 
sim]  had  i)>e  ^ft  to  know  it ;  and  ^he  felt  that 
sh«  had  attractL-d  the  notice  of  tht.-  pnvLTful  knd 
of  Burkotee.  One  dar,  while  she  611cd  her 
pitcher  at  the  hanks  of  the  Jumnn,  and  within  I 
tight  oi  the  castle  slie  kighi-d  to  be  miUrrss  of, 
she  reasoned  gravel}-  within  her  mind  what 
course  die  )ihouI<l  jHirwe.  "  Why  should  1 
draw  watcr,^  tliought  she,  "when  tlie  ladies 
of  Burkotee  have  so  many  handmaids  to  at- 
tend upon  them  ?     I   am  as  delicate  as  thc;f 
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are;"  ind  pkciog  ber  eanhen  pitcher  on  ber 
head,  id  a  faiat  moment  look  her  resolulioa  to 
submit  to  such  drudj^r;  no  loo^r:  warcely  was 
the  rebellious  detenmoation  formed,  irhifn  the 
vc»cl  broke,  and  the  water  &trramcd  about  her 
figure.  Now  hi-T  husband  was  a  poor  man,  and 
could  not  afford  to  have  pitcher*  broken  by  cvrc- 
leMnen.  He  Molded  his  wife  Kvetvly,  and  would 
not  believe  her  when  ahe  said  it  bum  of  its  oim 
accord  while  rntiog  quietly  on  her  head.  Her 
son,  a  more  subtle  personage,  exclaimed, — "  O 
mother  !  what  wicked  thoughts  must  those  have 
been  that  even  nuule  llie  pitcher  bmUi !"  She 
resolutely  swore  that  no  vice  luid  entered  her 
mind ;  but  her  eiHiiitriiaiiee  belicti  the  assertion, 
and  the  saint  charged  her  directly  with  the  cri- 
minal intention  of  abandoning  his  father's  house 
for  the  castle  of  fiurkotee ;  then,  taking  her  by 
the  hand,  led  her  to  the  door,  and  vowed  she 
never  should  pollute  its  threshold  more !  He 
determined,  however,  that  she  should  not  pass 
to  the  cliief,  whode  gold  had  non  her  heart,  and 
tonlined  her  in  a  cave  within  the  mountains  on 
liis  own  banks  of  the  river. 
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*•  The  bold  baron"  wa*  not  to  be  intimidated  iy 
•  saint:  and,  ditcoTering  her  retreat,  cnMsnlwitli 
a  hiTge  force,  and  bore  her  to  his  own  hall.  TV 
poor  son  was  obliged  to  adopt  a  riue  to  rnant 
his  nwther  fram  her  disgraceful  predicameat : 
wad,  feigning  to  foi^ve  ber  and  her  paramour. 
in\-ited  thetn  to  a  banquet  in  the  rallev  of  Ntnt- 
giian.  The  viUagent  ihoughl  he  vas  mad.  Ho« 
could  a  fiiqtiir  give  n  fi:*»l  lo  the  greatest  man  in 
themountains?  Thecliirf  of  Biirkolee  anlicipaHd 
much  fun,  and  the  lady  of  his  love  was  hurrified 
at  the  idea  of  his  being  fed  with  the  coarse  cakei  I 
that  had  so  materiaH;  asssted  in  estranginn 
her  affections  from  the  busbaiid  of  her  youthful 
choice. 

The  day  arrived,  am)  a  mighty  boM  accompa- 
nied  the  chief  to  tlie  faquir's  festival  TheirhuMl- 
lord  stood  aloite  in  the  valley,  naked,  and  unooo- 
acious  of  the  gathering  company.  No  fires  were 
kindled,  no  meal  was  baked,  and  not  a  goat  had 
bled.  The  wrath  of  Burkotee's  master  was  an- 
bounded :  he  was  nn  the  point  of  sacrifidnf^  the 
saint  to  his  disappointment — when,  lo!  a  sudden 
•tonn  sceincd  to  darken  the  vale,  and  the  pfoiii 
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]«nt11ord  movccl  forward  to  welcome  liis  guests: 
bands  of  spirits  descended  on  tlie  grKn,  and 
Kpn>a(i  flrich  and  plenteous  feast  upon  it.  It  was 
no*  to  be  enjnywl  in  peace,  however;  for  thecom- 
miitHariat  wait  followed  by  a  nuinerruiK  nnny  iliiit 
attacked  and  bent  thettoldterttof  the  wicked  lord. 
He  himself  was  slain,  and  the  woman,  the  cause 
of  all,  was  recovered  by  her  indignant  son.  He 
soon  after  removed  to  liarahat,  and  built  the 
temple  that  subjects  his  mother  to  such  constant 
murti  Real  ion. 

The  bralimin  was  very  precise  in  hisnarrntion, 
even  to  the  dcttrriplinn  of  the  TotMl,  and  the  men 
and  arms  that  the  saint  had  so  Kjieedily  mustered. 
I  confess  to  having  visited  the  temple  at  the  time 
that  it  shotild  close  against  the  admission  of  the 
lady,  and  watched  in  vain  for  some  change  in  it.* 
nppearanei^.  My  profane  presence,  I  feared, 
must  have  had  the  sad  effect  of  giving  her  free 
ingress  to  the  sanetunry ;  for  no  barrier  presented 
itself  at  ti>eUHual  lime.  After  due  senrch,  how. 
over,  I  was  relieved  to  (in<l  a  xuHicicnl  reason,  at 
least  for  an  unbeliever  -  -there  was  no  dtjor !  This 
little  dilemma  would  but  increase  the  miracle  in 
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the  dpTout  ooDfideoce  of  my  friciul  the  bnhann, 
who  Bccmnl  highly  pleased  at  thr  puni^hmtntaf 
the  womut ;  fur  be  psrtnok  lar^Iy  in  tbeorthiv 
dox  Wlief  of  the  East,  that  no  evil  can  takeplaor 
of  which  a  womaD  i»  not  the  lirst  cause. 

"Who  is  she?"  arajiLli  wasalway»)D  thehatsi 
of  asking,  whenever  a  calamity  was  related  ta 
liim,  however  severe  or  however  tiivtaL  Hk 
Htlendaoti  reported  to  him  one  morning  thai  t 
labourer  bad  fallen  from  a  scaflbld  when  woti- 
ing  at  his  palace,  and  had  broken  his  neck— 
"Whoissber*  jmmedtatrlydi.'nianded  the  rajah 
'*  A  man  ;  no  woman,  great  prince !"  was  the 
reply.  "  W)io  is  sIk  P"  tvpt,-ale<)  with  incTrascd 
anger,  wax  all  (he  rujnh  dt-igoed  to  utter.  In 
vain  did  the  afn.'aiits  aswrt  the  manhood  of  tlic 
labourer.  "  Bring  me  instant  intelligence  what 
woman  caused  this  accident,  or  woe  upoa  yo«^| 
heads!**  exclaimed  the  prim'v.  In  an  hour  the 
active  attendants  irtumed;  and,  prostraling 
thcmwlvcR,  cried  out,  *'<)  wise  and  |x>wrrfu] 
prince !"—"  Well,  who  is  she?"  interrupted  he. 
"  Aft  the  ill-fated  labourer  was  working  on  the 
scaffold,  he  wat  attracted  by  tlie  beauty  of  one 
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of  your  highness *s  damsels;  and,  gazing  upon 
hcT,  lort  \m  hnlancc,  and  fell  to  Ihe  ground." — 
"  You  hear,  now,"  said  th«  pnnoe,  **  no  accidrnt 
can  happen,  without  a  woman,  in  some  way, 
being  an  instrument." 

Barahat  is  hraulifully  situated  in  an  nctendve 
valley,  bounded  by  high  niuuntains,  at  the  base 
of  the  aouthern  range  of  which  flowK  the  Ganges. 
Their  suuimits  are  crowned  with  pines,  and  a 
great  variety  of  fruit-trees  adorn  the  side*. 
Throughout  the  vale  many  are  al^o  scattered ; 
and  the  figs  and  barberries  being  quite  ripe, 
give  a  delicious  treat,  as  we  pluck  them  on  onr 
way :  we  carry  our  morning  share  of  wheuteii 
cakea  in  our  pockets,  and  find  the  most  agree- 
able  breakfast  waiting  us,  by  the  banks  of  every 
running  brook. 

1  have  learned  more  of  the  kindly  disposition 
of  my  followers,  by  adopting  this  mode  of  break- 
fasting, than  I  should  probably  hare  had  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  by  a  more  substantial  meal. 
Thev  never  fail  to  pick  the  most  templing  of  the 
fruit  for  us,  as  they  pass  the  tree)',  di-clnring  that 
they  must  bcthcbestjudges  of  their  own  country 
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procltictiotu  i  Wk]  whr-ncrvr  those  bvfufe  lu  Gml 
8  pleasant  nhwlr  nni)  cJvor  fuuninia,  they  uptad 
our  rt-|)a<it  iipoci  Ikivit»  bv  it»  diik-.  I  have 
llii-m,  when  tl»e  <irop<t  o(  pcnpiratioa 
courring  each  other  clown  their  breasts,  refuse 
lo  touch  a  f>g  till  we  httd  choxra  far  oursclTes, 
and  eaten ;  indeed,  tliey  appeanMl  so  griered 
vrhen  Hr<-  n-Ux«(l  in  our  lutcious  labour,  ihatw 
fr^ut-ntly  were  loth  to  vex  them  by  a  pause. 
I  know  no  senaual  graliticatioa  equal  to  mcb  a 
seme. 

Wedividi-dourbanc^uet  with  the  birds:  there 
WW  plenty,  bowever,ror  all;  furmanyaMnoniiiig 
fruit-tree  is  doomed  '  to  waste  its  awitHncss  on 
the  desert  air.*  I  would  recontinend  tiie  luxu- 
rious slave,  who  cannot  coax  an  appetite  witli  oil 
the  means  and  appliances  of  the  profound  art  of 
eooltery,  to  tiy  our  simpl«  fare;  let  him  soUy 
forth  at  (layliglit  in  the  momitkf;,  a  pieoo  of  hrowa 
bread  in  his  pocket,  and  sit  under  it  (ig>tree,  when 
lie  feels  fatigued,  a  fountain  as  dcikr  as  glass  neor 
htm — if  Ik  dues  not  seek  to  return  lo  it  again 
ami  again,  he  is  only  lit  lo  sicken  and  to  die ! 
Th«  grain,  excepting  the  rice,  hod  been  cut 
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down :  all  thv  Helds  were  every  where  full  of 
|uir(riilg<.-s ;  and  iIioumukIs  uf  doves,  of  tlie  moi't 
various  and  beautiful  hues,  j^nvc  us  every  means 
of  supplying  our  table,  if  we  hail  the  hearts  to 
kill  them.  Wc  did  not  feel  disposed,  however, 
to  rob  the  tuneful  grove  of  one  of  its  clioir. 
They  alnioat  U|)|>roaeh«,il  near  enough  to  take 
food  from  us;  and  they  looked  upon  us  from 
the  lowest  branches  with  so  calm  a  t^jolideuce, 
that  we  could  not  uiuster  courage  tu  ]iuU  the 
trigger  against  them.  The  kokila,  a  large  grwn 
bird  with  a  yellow  breast,  cooes  iu  llie  sweetest 
manner.  There  were  many  of  theui  in  the  sur- 
rounding trees ;  and  niy  servants  (for  they  may 
eat  certain  birds)  assured  mc  they  made  most 
delicious  food. 

The  village  of  Barahat,  though  a  great  tho- 
roughfare, dilTcrs  in  no  rc»pi-ct  in  its  arrange- 
mcnt  from  thoM;  situated  further  upthe  country, 
oor  does  it»  holiness  pronnjti:  its  cliwnlincM. 

June  34th, 26th. — Wc  reached  in  «  few  hours, 
having  passed  over  a  volley  uf  riev  lUuiihu-  to  the 
former  ones,  the  village  of  Matlec.  It  lies  to  tla- 
Tot  ,af  Barahat,  and  staiHU  in  the  centre  uf  « 
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pmty  jiUin,  ■  litltc  mnoved  from  lljff  bnnk*  ur 
thr  Gaiq[v«.  1l  is  titp  remote  oorrun*  of  Ihe  viklc, 
of  wliic^  Banhat  is  the  centre — which  \*  ralhtr 
too  much  of  a  tuntmrr  climate  for  the  long  wolki 
««  arv  (oncd  to  take,  nncl  «r«  nigh  to  reach  the 
MDimiu.  of  thr  htlU  aigain.  It  is  not  alway* 
pofoibW,  hmrcTer,  to  make  a  choice:  thv  bor- 
dcrini;  rid^r*  are  tMit  long  enough  to  rontinue 
to  Inrrl  apon  tbrm ;  am)  ilw  coiiKtnnt  nccesailv 
fur  (l«»crtMling  and  aaoetMling,  is  warocly  t-L-paiil 
bv  the  brirf  feeliogfi  of  plesbure  imparted  b; 

Tnonvnt  as  it  tauM  be.  boWcrcr,  there  are 
1^  pl(«Mira  equal  to  it.  The  air  on  tbc  mouD- 
tain  bet^U  is  »o  exliilaraling,  thai  fatigue  is 
niilvly  iai)K>wi)ile ;  and  fnxn  the  lightness  of 
my  tfbitA  iinntitlintely  after  a  change  from  ll»e 
cloae  atmo^fihcTe  of  the  valleys^  I  sonielimct 
§mr  that  I  way  cocamit  rxtravaga»eie»,  likely 
to  sliake  the  o|unian  the  natives  holt)  of  i»ur  ilig- 
tiity  and  importance.  It  has  a  similar  effect  ii|xm 
tbem,  howerer;  nnd  the  muinciil  tltey  deposit 
their  burdeiiK,  they  By  like  wild  guats  over  the 
crag*  in  punuit  of  berrin,  or  in  search  of  water. 


RIfiBT    OF    rOSSKftSlOK. 

The  arrival  of  our  little  party  on  it<  ground  ia 
a  most  animating  scene.  After  having  performed 
Umj  duly  of  <( u art er-m aster- general,  we  retire  to 
titr  dhacluw  of  a  neighbouring  tree,  and  wait  till 
all  is  arrnngtil :  rai^h  cnolic  fixes  his  oim  jutr- 
licnlur  |Mirt  of  tht-  tent,  or  places  in  a  suilnhle 
ajwt  hi*  own  load.  It  is  amusing  to  observe  how 
tenacious  they  are  upon  this  matter ;  no  man 
will  suffer  another  to  interfere  with  him,  and  it 
has  often  happened  that  I  have  been  obliged  to 
settle  a  dispute  about  the  lacing  my  tent,  when 
the  bearers  of  two  adjoining  portions  differed, 
with  whom  the  duty  lay  of  threading  what  they 
were  pleased  to  consider  a  neutral  loop. 

Being,  as  I  have  noticed,  already  divided  into 
parties  it  was  a  matter  of  im]K>rlanceto  thefirsl 
who  arrived,  to  gel  rid  of  ihrir  duty,  and  secure 
a  place  for  their  mei^smutis.  A  race  generally 
takt.'s  place  towards  iht:  most  inviting  spot ;  and 
t>u>  one  who  succeeds  in  fixing  his  blanket  first 
•I  l)ic  goal,  wins  it  for  hi*  comrades :  this  right 
of  potwession  is  never  dispulnl ;  and  the  loww  of 
the  finit-gaincd  position  make  a  race  for  the 
next,  and  continue  till  alt  are  properly  arrangi»l. 

TOL.  II.  ft 


\3S  kOFTX  TO  DBOOXSAH. 

This  cnolAtiaB  is  oondoctaJ  with  ibe 
jtuticK ;  and  b  ercfj  ctof  nun  dciiTer  bii  ImJ 
ImAr  be  wftiw*  to  cfaooae,  they  uwrt  fair  fcr 
the  chaw:  no  hib  dan  tbniw  his  bl^ut  of 
paaniBBa  in  p—aig  tbr  maet  iavitiofr  bopu 
■rith  his  bunlcD  od  his  back— hxi,  be  mtut  fiatih 
«Be  eoune  belue  he  caien  ob  aaotbcr.       ^^| 

Our  sojooTD  at  Matke  has  been  Utobri^btand 
wuDj,  to  afford  an;  inddent :  in  km;  bmro*  Jl 
wmt  be  oiTbi  tad  WKct.  When  then;  i»iiathiw 
but  drti^l,  then  can  be  tittle  intenat.  It » 
iadcnl  loo  true  that,  *  aiaa  ic  aiade  lo  mouni  :* 
far  BO  Bind  (tbou^  it  maj  look  Ukx  a  paradox) 
can  be  bapp;  ia  the  nidit  at  pnprtual  pleasure : 


TWlnaiW 

pmft*0mimi»A*m 

JtnnfMi 

»«»d*«>w7««U— 

n>iirfM4 

HaR«rA*Hi4. 

TWmM 

^f.r.|.  ■i.tljjii. 

Wb*  nnU  W  dMB^  W  pw  ^«a 

Arikf-id 

MladMi«riwf 

We  bad  tbe  good  factuae  lo  have  our 
wied  a  little  to  Dhooodah :  wc  wound  b;  the 
baaka  of  tbe  linr,  p— ing  oeeanooalljr  orrr 
rocfcsi  and  gaioed  tbe  nimniit  of  a  little  hill,  i 
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wliich  wt'  arc  placnl.  The  Ganges  winds,  from 
a  kliurt  (liKtoiicc  beyond  I^Iutlce,  suddenly  tu  llie 
•outh.  Tiie  nufjlibourhocid  of  our  present  po- 
Ntiun  JK  wfll  cultivated,  iind  the  people  improve, 
pftrticulurly  ihc  fair  &ex,  who  ri-uUy  merit  that 
distinction,  in  appearance  greatly.  Thv  bcset- 
tiag  un  of  dirtiness,  however,  still  holds  s  firm 
seat  among  their  characteristic  faults ;  and  no 
perfectly  unused  arc  they  to  the  luxury  of  water, 
or  tile  use  of  it,  beyond  the  one  of  drinking,  that 
it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  ascertain  the  natural 
colour  of  the  skin  fur  the  caw  that  hides  it. 

Our  servants,  who  are  as  much  in  the  other 
extreme,  are  liurrifled  to  a  degree;  and  would 
not  take  meat  or  dnnk  from  them  to  save  their 
liv««,  even  if  the  hillmen  were  invested  with 
the  brahminical  thread.  '*  I  would  not  drink 
water  from  a  Pariah,  if  I  were  perishing  on  a 
rock,"  sayt  my  Sirdar,  who  is  a  native  of  Urissa, 
from  th«  neighbourhood  of  Juggernaut.  Such 
is  the  high  feeling  of  a  Hindoo :  the  devotion  to 
a  false  creed  of  such  people,  who  will  perish 
rather  than  break  the  stnallcMt  of  itii  commands, 
«vco  whcit  self-preservation  might  surest  an 

o  3 


124 


BKLICIOUS   UAtme. 


cxcuko,  is  indeed  die  tnost  difltcult  problem  uf 
luimiin  Daturc. 

The  two  Invest  ca&tcs,  tbc  husbandmen  and 
uuicbanicis  equally  scnipulDUS  as  t1i«  priests 
nnd  tlK-  RoMicTs  are  hvroes  in  no  other  way- 
FrcMii  lh«ir  ))u!i»edAk)n  of  every  quality  opposed 
tn  lieruisut  in  other  respects,  they  are  the  last  of 
the  human  race  I  sliould  scWt  as  capable  of 
such  dtfvution.  The  true  Uajpoot  ia  a  noble 
creature,  and  the  brahmin  I  am  not  dispti^i'd  to 
iii)|>cach.  It » indeed  strange  that  a  coward  tn 
all  niatters,  and  a  ktiave  in  most,  will  submit  to 
tlie  extremcst  suffering  with  the  higheal  forti- 
tude. A  weak  woman,  however,  fires  the  pile 
wid)  a  serene  countenance  tluit  is  in  a  few 
ntinutcs  to  ocmmuuii*  her.  Happily  fur  the 
Christian  world,  the  day»  when  martyrdom  wai 
necessary  are  gone  by.  Should  any  one  of  the 
present  age,  however,  he  disposed  to  listen  with 
incredulity  or  ridicule  to  the  tales  of  sufTering 
that  have  been  handed  down  to  us  in  the  coum- 
of  religion,  they  may  draw  too  clear  a  oorroho- 
ration  uf  llio  patient  endurance  the  human  mind 
is  capable  of,    under   the  severest    tonuenti*. 
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from  the  sad   scenes  acted  every  day  in  the 
EaH. 

Bctwctn  Bflnilint  am?  Malice  wo  crcwscd  over 
n  bridge  that  xeemed,  a»  we  apjmincheti  it,  to  be 
Hucpendetl  in  the  air.  It  resle<)  ii^ton  wixttlcd 
)>ank«,  on  each  dde  of  the  river ;  the  cranett  from 
whifh  it  hung  were  so  lost  among  the  trees,  as  to 
renderit  doubtful  what  supported  the  flimsy  struc- 
ture- It  was  a  narrow  chain  of  ropes,  scarcely  le«» 
difficult  than  thebridge  upon  whieli  the  Mahome- 
taiuarcdoomed  tonlcnilinto  l*aradi»e;ayawniiig 
Phlegethon  below  to  receive  us,  if  our  conscienoeit 
betrayed  us  on  the  passage.  At  the  bottom, 
about  ayanl  asunder,  were  small  pieces  of  wood 
to  step  on,  and  neccKsary  to  prevent  the  bridge 
gathering  about  you  as  a  net,  which,  when  the 
wind  blew  strongly,  (as  it  did  on  our  passage,) 
they  even  cnidrl  not  prevent.  It  had  the  dixad- 
vantage  of  twing  fully  one  hundred  yard.t  lo«tg. 
A  hnd  of  cattle  were  cros^ng  ii  liltle  beliiw  u« ; ' 
and  to  avoid  their  being  carried  away  by  t)ie 
force  of  the  current,  a  ro)>e  wajt  passed  over  (he 
river,  and  fastened  to  trees  on  each  side.  The 
imimals  were  driven  in  above  it,  and  kept  in  their 
course  by  the  management  of  the  line. 
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ASS'OYAXCKS   OF    FLIES. 

Jtinc  SQlh.— We  aseended  from  Dhoondah  tos 
villiigv  called  Paltlioro,  over  a  steep  ridgi*  corprcd 
with  &r-treeft— a  distance  <>f  nearly  seven  miles- 
It  is  situated  on  the  crest  uf  a  line  of  liills,  whrir 
tlicrc  is  very  liille  wood,  and  all  around  in  well 
cultivated.  The  mountains  form  a  large  circle, 
tJoping  ^adually  to  ■  river  at  llie  bottom  of  the 
Ttini^-  ire  BTv  on.  The  Ganges,  of  which  we  just 
catch  A  glimpM*,  flows  to  the  wiitli-vast :  on  the 
brows  of  the  hills  art-  n  gn-nt  many  viUages;  and 
the  fields  of  com,  some  being  reafiMl,  and  otben 
plotif^hed,  give  a  picturesque  and  aiiiuialcd  ip- 
pcarance  to  the  scene.  Since  the  day  we  reached 
Barahit,  we  have  had  no  rain ;  an<l  it  Ima  bi<cii 
thiM  ntoniing  excessively  hot  The  tlieminmcter 
has  been  genendl)  from  98°  to  100*. 

We  are  fortunate  in  not  being  ao  miich  iu>> 
noyed  by  stinging  in»Gcta  as  we  were  in  the  vlowr 
valea  on  the  shores  of  the  Jumna;  but  etjtu] 
j^xgucs  assail  u«.  The  conitnun  flin  anwmlilc 
in  such  muhitudcs  ab:>ut  us,  that  we  find  it  im- 
possible to  keep  ihen  from  the  interior  of  the 
tent  with  all  the  nrraiij^ments  we  arc  capable  of 
raaking.     I  uni  not  certain  but  they  arc  as  an- 
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noying  to  the  full  as  the  wasps  and  the  mus- 
quitoes :  vre  have  a  respite,  to  be  sure,  at  night ; 
but  during  the  day  we  cannot  rest  a  moment. 
Wc  undergo,  in  effect,  the  torments  of  Tan- 
ulut;  for  wheii  we  rai«e  the  cup  to  our  lips, 
■onie  doiEcn  unlucky  flies  tremble  for  n  monitnt 
in  the  steam,  and  (lro]>  into  thf  lea  bt'furu  it  cnn 
reach  them.  In  wine,  in  water,  it  isequally  the 
suae:  we  can  never  venture  to  drink  without  a 
spoon  in  the  hand,  to  skim  the  drowning  insects 
from  the  glass ;  and  even  then  we  must  gratify 
our  thirst  at  the  expimM;  of  a  mouthful  of  flics. 

The  road  we  wound  up  to  Patthora  being 
excessively  steep,  we  arrived  a  conjtidcrublc  lime 
before  our  baggage,  and  lay  down  upon  the 
grass  l>eneath  a  group  of  walnut-trees  that  sur- 
rounded the  ruins  of  a  temple  thickly  overrun 
by  ivy.  Il  was  a  beautiful  mound,  and  stood 
below  the  village,  the  only  green  spot  in  a  wide 
circle  of  fallow  fields.  An  old  man  and  two 
little  children  were  driving  the  plough  through 
the  one  at  our  feet.  The  machine  was  so  light, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  stand  upon  a  board 
fixed  above  the  share,  lo  give  it  weight  to  cut 
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tha^rtk  Tfa*  MdatDt  tbe old  tiiBo obwrnd 
Bb  b>  wUifnvd  soBftfaiiii;  to  the  children,  and 
trat  thtm  la  \he  village,  while  h»  drew  dot  to 
ftj  hat  Kipccu  lo  lu.  The  boy  and  frid  nca 
Ram<bMr»gBi>o-ldr  nulk  and  mbnmh 
at  baAcnies  vlnch,  with  the  best  gm  in  ih* 
nxU.  (far  lht7  lud  "  itaiml  the  luxury  oTdinf 
ggedL*)  ■■  the  vbool  of  tatuR',  ihef-  pnacntn] 
s»  as.  TlMy  mtmtd  aufioratlv  dunked  by  iIk 
M^  viA  «bkb  we  haikd  il;  for  it  >» 
grows  extfonelT  bcM,  aad  tbe  wMer'tfmiog  «ai 
half  >  Bjfe  oC  Such  <inple  acdotu  *p«ak  vo- 
h^MB  m  Cavoiff  of  ihe  oalivvs  of  this  part  of 
Ak  ■s^rtHBK.  I  hare  foood  ifana  much  «>-  fl 
pmor,  Bot  ooIt  to  thr  tahabitmts  fiTtbc  higher 
langri,  but  txta  b>  tbow  who  lire  on  a  level  Kith 
ihtiMKe*  bjr  the  maigiD  of  ihe  Jumna. 

T^da;  our  Btuatiaa  is  inuch  cooler  than  it  b» 
hers,  aikd  we  f^joy  a  tonperatuie  of  10  and  13 
dfgraw  W»(  than  we  feund  in  the  v«ll(^  bdow.  ■ 
The  jercrc  jountcya  over  rough  aad  pointed 
rodu,  with  the  frequent  ncoeaity  of  vadiqg 
throt^b  twain  psandrirutetSghaTcncarly  reduced 
us  |o  a  barfrJboted  pilgrimage.    Wc  have  focw 
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tiuiately  found  shoes  in  these  villager,  to  which 
nothing  but  a  ln»t  n'«oiirw  could  reconcile  us 
The  snlcs  arc  oonipoRwl  uf  lirivi)  Leather,  several 
folds  of  which  Are  faKtenett  together  by  thong«, 
whii-h,  piuiting  thmufrh  them,  are  tied  in  knot§  at 
the  bottom;  a  knitting  of  common  string,  reach- 
ing  to  the  ancle  and  fittingquitecloselo  thefoot, 
serves  the  purpose  of  an  up[>er-leather.  The  sole 
is  so  hard,  that  it  i8  no  easy  matter  to  walk  any 
distance  in  thcin  without  being  well  bruiwnl. 
The  natives  very  seldom  use  them ;  and  wc  liave 
scarcely  met  with  a  dozen  pair  in  the  hilli*. 
They  are  mnile,  I  believe,  in  ihe  kingdom  of 
Nepaul,  from  which  e%-ery  thing  employed  in 
arts  or  arms  seems  also  to  come. 

We  have  seen  some  men  supplied  with  coolc- 
ities,  and  the  curved  knife  of  the  Ghorka;  but 
such  weapons  are  very  rare.  In  the  higher  re- 
gions where  wood  is  much  used  in  building,  I 
have  witnessed  the  progress  of  a  house,  in  the 
construction  of  which  but  one  instrument  was 
employed— a  very  small  one — a  hatchet,  having 
the  head  flat  for  the  purposes  of  a  hammer. 
Where  nails  would  be  requisite,  pegs  of  wood 
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arc  substitutct),  although  (hry  are  seldom 
nevtlnl,  thv  plunkv  lH-inj;a1waj>  laic)  into  eodi 
other  by  j^roovcs,  Th«  limber  of  Ibe  Dm  Uhar 
(CeJar).  a  sicreil  tree*  u  ususUjr  applied  ta 
building.  It  ii  very  soft  and  caailv  worked, 
und  grows  to  a  prodigious  tate.  Tb«  ahado* 
(if  one  of  these  trees  is  cofiimoiilj  chosm  (ar 
the  site  of  a  temple.  I  have  seen  them  of  thiriv 
feet  and  more  in  circumference,  and  towering 
to  a  great  heiglil.  Thiii  tree,  1  fancy,  ai  the 
Guigea  and  other  rivers  alio  must,  owes  its  sanc- 
tity to  its  uw. 

There  are  throughout  the  mountains  many  of 
the  ucretl  climbs  of  the  Iliodooa,  vhieh  giiv 
grmt  delight,  as  my  servanta  fall  in  with  thrm- 
They  pick  the  leaves,  and  running  with  tliem  to 
we,  cry,  "See,  Sir,  ace,  our  holy  plnntx  are  here!" 
nndoongrattdatee^h  other  on  havingfiniDdsoine 
indication  of  a  l>ettcr  land  than  they  are  geneiallj 
inclini'd  to  consider  Ibe  country  of  the  Partahik 
Tl)c  happiness  these  sim[:Je  remembrances  tdxd 
over  the  whole  party  is  ao  enlivening,  that  ever) 
distress  and  fatigue  wems  to  be  forguttcn.  When 
ne  behold  •  servant  approaching  with  a  sprig  of 
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ihv  Dona  in  hi»  hand,  we  hail  it  aa  the  olive- 
branch,  that  denotes  peace  and  good-will  fur  the 
r»t  of  the  day,  if,  aa  must  sometiuieB  be  the 
Msc,  ihcy  have  been  in  any  way  interrupted. 

Even  thftc  little  incidents  speak  so  warmly  in 
favour  of  the  Hindoo  disposition,  thst,  in  npite 
of  much  Uiat  may  l>e  iincotigL-nitd  to  an  European 
in  their  character,  they  cannot  fail  lit  inspire  him 
with  esteem,  if  not  affection.  I  wish  that  many 
ofmy  countrymen  would  learn  to  believe  that  the 
natives  are  endowed  with  feelings,  and  purely 
they  may  gather  such  an  inference  from  utnny  a 
amilar  trait  to  the  one  I  have  related.  HurdnevR 
of  heart  can  never  be  allied  to  artless  simplicity : 
lliat  mind  must  possess  a  higher  degree  of  «enii)- 
bility  and  reltnemeot,  that  can  unlock  its  long- 
ooufined  recollections  by  so  light  a  spring  a»  ,i 
wild  flower. 

I  have  often  witnessed,  with  wonder  and  sor- 
row, an  Et>gli»li  g<.-ntlcinttn  Moop  to  the  basest 
tyranny  over  his  servant*,  without  even  the  poor 
excuse  of  anger,  and  frequently  from  no  oilier 
reason  tlian  because  he  could  not  understand  their 
language.  The  question,  from  the  answer  lieing 
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uoiDtelligible,  u  iutaoUy  fullovcxl  by  a  U9« 
Such  Kenea  arc  bccoaning  more  rare,  aad  indeed 
are  wldooi  actcdbutb^- the  jnungKrntenilxnof 
fodety:  ihey &r«  too  frvquifit  nolwitlutaidiiig: 
and  should  aur  thiog  that  has  fallen  fmoia  tat 
here,  ipduce  (be  cruelljr  difpowd  to  nUtxt  a  Ctik 
upon  the  impropriety  and  miwhief  of  thdr  tab- 
duct,  «bcn  ahoui  to  raiiH;  thrir  hsad  ^nasla 
native,  and  save  one  (tripe  to  the  pttssirc  peofle 
who  are  so  much  nt  the  mercy  of  lltcir  iDMltrf 
tempers,  I  shidl  in<lM.-(i  he  proud. 

June  27lh.— From  Paiihora  vrc  made  one  ka^ 
diTn-Lt)t  to  ihe  baiikit  of  the(>aRgv«.  it  wa*  a 
Mcep  path,  and  occasiooally  wound  thrtnigb  a 
wood  of  great  richness.  >Ve  reached  thr  rmr 
just  where  it  malces  a  s<*ccp  to  the  «Dtith ;  and 
on  ihc  bend,  or  a  little  abow  it,  «e  found  a  neat 
teiDple  to  Mahadco:  it  was  singidarly  deaa; 
and  an  old  mau,  who  (eemcd  to  have  the  care 
of  it,  sat  like  a  statue  at  Ihe  gate,  with  his  rjrc* 
fixed  upon  the  sun:  a  large  while  beard  bonj; 
down  to  hi*  br«-Bst,  awl  hi«  string  of  lieads  lay 
u]ion  his  hand.  He  wa-t  the  most  reneriible, 
but  imnioreable  person  I  ever  saw.     We  were 
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not  disposed  to  iiilerrii]>t  one  who  seemed  to 
perfect])-  indiSeivnt  to  ub,  and  k-ft  him,  uomo* 
levied.  Id  hi.i  ivllcctions.  ' 

We  followed  the  right  bank  of  the  river, 
among  figs  and  apricot-lrw«,  and  along  hi'dgi-n 
of  liarherrits  till  we  rvachwl  the  village  of  Bar- 
relilee.  It  was  situated  at  the  entrance  of  a  rich 
valley,  which  streti^hed  for  a  long  distance. be* 
fore  us,  bounded  by  wild  crags  on  one  side,  and 
on  tJie  other  by  the  holy  stream,  which  was  here 
marked  by  om-  uf  the  largest  tcmplin  wc  han- 
tnci  with.  The  interior  of  it  fornivd  a  Dhiir- 
niMiMinh,  or  n-sting- place,  that  niigiit  contain 
fifty  pecipk:  it  wiu  a  tcjuarc,  wooden  platform, 
supported  on  {kmIs,  and  ehellvred  by  a  cunc^y 
of  the  shape  ot  a  pagoda.  It  liung  over  the 
river;  and  we  were  glad  to  lake  advantage  of 
the  rvpose  it  oflVied,  while  our  people  pushed 
further  into  the  valley,  to  fix  our  little  city- 
Then;  were  a  tvw  faquirs  in  Barrchte«  on 
their  way  to  Gungoutn,  and  tlicy  were  busy  in 
collecting  thdr  Iriiiule  of  foixl  from  the  villngt-nt. 
*'  Ram,  Sam,"  i»  the  only  word  they  utter, 
sometime*  »triking  the  huUow  gourd  they  carry 


VALLKT   OF  CHIXALLl. 

n  that  hand*.  Each  person,  »»  they  urm 
ofiposie  the  abtns,  briogi  out  his  offering,  and 
ibe;  are  not  Icn^  in  thus  gathering  a  ibmI: 
noe  pgaiiw  py*  sticks,  and  one  prodoea  i 
1^1^ :  lad  (be  devout  are  soon  buxj-  in  tbe  pn^H 
f'*'*""  of  tbetr  MTourj  roesMft.  '^H 

^VbeaveporsDed  our  route  to  Chinallt,  when  j 
wCfMposed  balling,  I  soon  diKOvem],  rmtwitb* 
Maofiog  ovr  ddajr  at  Oarrehtw.  that  we  wen 
IOecI;  to  mcfa  it  before  our  carriers.  Ilie  baj^ 
gage  was  Ijii^  deaertcd  on  the  ground  a  little 
withtn  the  vale,  and  the  bearvrs  were  amusing 
thwadrci  in  the  bnmcbn  of  the  raango-trvn, 
wludi,  tar  the  6nt  time,  we  had  met  with  in  the 
mountaiu.  Tbe  fruit  wa«  not  ripe,  but  tbe 
ptofie  faoad  it  too  attractive  to  pan.  Tbe 
trees  were  very  large,  and  the  fruit  [Hoaii«ed  la 
be  BO  likewise. 

In  the  valley  of  Chinalli,  the  mango  tbrirn 
ver>-  well  indeed.  It  was  introduced  by  the 
Xcpaulwe ;  and  an  old  mim  in  the  village  iv* 
iDcmben  tbe  seed  being  put  iulu  ibe  ground : 
be  may  he  about  sixty  yc«r>  of  age.  Many 
itmall    plants  are  scattered   about,   that    have 


THR   "UAPPy    VAtlET." 

Sprung  from  the  falling  of  Uic  m.t(I;  nnd,  in 
(wurK  of  tiiup,  thi«  pretty  vtillvy  promien  to  be 
vne  krgc  niHiigo  gruve.  It  id  so  encloited  bj 
itiuuntuiim,  tliut  wc  have  found  it  oppn-iuivcly 
hoi ;  tliu  thermometer  in  the  shade  has  been  at 
yS"  all  day.  The  natives  produce  remarkably 
good  onions,  for  which  the  M>il  M«ms  well 
adapted ;  they  aliio  have  been  introduced  frum 
a  foreign  climate t  hut  as  the  people  arc  very 
fond  of  theu),  they  are  likely  to  be  naturalized 
in  this  part  of  the  hillti. 

The  vale  is  more  extensive  and  more  Iwau- 
tiful  than  any  we  have  traversed  within  tin- 
motinlains ;  to  like  i»  it,  in  every  respect,  to  the 
"  Happy  Valley"  in  which  RnstHelaxwaKCuiilincd, 
that  tht^re  is  Kcarcely  a  particular  in  that  do 
•criptiun  (hat  does  not  apply  to  the  Valley  of 
ChinalU.  The  kid  and  the  monkey  are  to  be 
seen  every  where ;  but  here  alone,  as  if  to  realise 
the  picture  in  all  |x)ints,  have  we  found  "  the 
solemn  elephant  reposing  in  the  sltade."  The 
Kajah  of  Tirhee  jmssesses  four ;  and  finding  the 
climate  o!  his  own  city  too  cold  for  them,  sendo 
ihcni  into  the  neighbouring  valleys  to  enjoy  a 
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BMC  gmial  sir.  Two  arc  qurU-TeJ  oo  Cln- 
mIU:  ibey  do  not  bxik  verj  widl ;  and  I  frw 
ttvY  (ak  but  iDdiflerendj.  Tbejr  lead  an  idW 
life,  bowerer,  pmtng  the  9iinny  houn  (mad  aO 
the  dav  is  •UD-tfaine)  beowtb  the  branciie*  at  » 


We  rho$e  a  spot  to  encamp  on,  that  wcoxd 
to  have  been  cut  on  purpow  near  tbe  Mimmit  of 
(he  mountain  that  boundrd  tbe  plain ;  it  «» 
HcU  shrltered ;  and  beaide  it  (which  timptcd  u* 
to  fix  ibefe)  ftdl  a  lar^  body  of  water,  that, 
criMdng  tbe  plain,  assisted  in  its  irrigalioo,  and 
kat  itadf  in  tbe  liTer.  Our  serranta  lotdt  pou 
wemaa  of  a  spaetoiu  cave,  the  mouth  of  whtdl 
was  ovet^rown  bv  blackberries,  npe  and  tempt' 
ing :  and  from  our  position  we  could  overlooli  ~ 
the  happy  valley:  there  wetv  many  amall  vil-  ' 
la;^  in  it.  We  had  descended  from  a  liei|;bl 
to  iu  level,  and  there  was  no  way  of  eaeaptnf; 
from  it,  but  by  ascetMliog  a  greater  one :  like 
land  lakes,  tbeae  unconncctni  i^Mito  Mand,  en. 
tirdy  surrounded  by  mounloins.  Eeery  thing 
required  by  the  inttabitonts  is  found  within 
them:  they  wek  nopIc««ure«  beyond  what  they 


produce,   and   know  no  sorrows   that   do  not 
spring  directly  from  themselves. 

"  Though  all  (he  blessings  of  nature  are  coU 
lected,"  its  evils  are  not  quite  "  extracted  and 
excluded."  We  disturbed,  while  they  were 
basking  in  the  sun,  two  venomous  eerpiiite; 
ooc  I  was  able  to  kill,  the  other  c^cnped  :  tlicy 
wtre  both  nearly  four  feel  long.  The  one  that 
made  off,  we  faneieil  wax  a  rohra  capella,  and 
watcht^  iti  doubtful  windings  through  the 
gnus,  over  which  wr  were  walking  witli  mueli 
■pprehonsiMii :  the  (lead  one  waa  of  a  light  blur 
colour,  and  very  thin;  oiir  guide  di'clarcd  a 
bite  was  falid.  I  did  not  know  its  name;  and 
the  native  one  is  of  so  unpronounceable  a  de- 
*criptton,  that  I  nc^'cr  could  succeed  in  spel- 
ling it. 

Among  the  sweets  of  the  vnllry,  we  found  an 
abundance  of  very  good  hoiiey  ;  it  i*  made  from 
the  wild  ja-tmin,  and  ha.^  a  ])eeuliarly  delicious 
flavour.  In  every  part  of  thf  hills  we  have  met 
with  it  in  great  perfection  and  quantity — indeed 
alluring  enough  to  seduce  to  luxury  more  hardy 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Old  Mmi  of  ttio  Mouotain — SiaKolar  ciiciinuUtiM — Omcoui 
■Dto  •  c*T*^Aa  nnHijwetaJ  Tiaitvr — Vtftj  of  Oborluw^ 
Uode  of  curving  cbildipn — >Ianig«m(nt  of  chililrvn — Vil> 
hgs  of  M«JI»— DI(in»l  jnonnij' — Vplooitjr  of  wanil — 
U]i|Diaci  of  on  oeho — DoiBrud  tsmplo — DmoI*!*  M«a*— 
RauI*  of  Lwidoa^ — Krm^iIohBbitilion»--'nw«ljolp:^aLOrt>u» 
— lla  nTigM  AfTl»»l  nt  I^uiilDur — 'I'ttrific  tliundTr-iicimi 
— pMilou*  liiuaUon — EIThu  of  tlialijfliialiif — IlliuditoM  in 
*bMp — AiiiiM*ffl«<nu— Til"  ordnl_Qiian«l*-Rx(nardknu7 
[•qvMI— A  JmIiu*  tiuibaod — Til*  |>ri>itpnl  wir*— Fnnnl* 
pwwnliy — Condibon  of  Mrranl^— Folal  jvtlouiy — Custom 
ofdJTDtoB— The  f*j«cci>d  TiUigor— Villa;  of  tb«  Dbocm — 
tllagDlficeiil  •unhM. 

JpxE  2Sth.— Oil  Wnvtng  ttx^  "Happy  Valley," 
we  bid  farcKx-ll  ta  ihcHacrcd  river;  and,  ptu^ng 
over  a  higli  ridfrc  to  ihi:  north-wcat,  de&cvndetl 
through  a  dark  wuod  to  a  Hlreatn  that  divided  it 
from  a  still  higlier  one,  on  the  auniniit  of  which 
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Stand*  Lallooric.  The  village  i*  penlml  upoos 
peak  that  overhangs  t)ie  CMTDtn?  of  the  hHl,  aad 
aeems  to  be  pcrpendkuUrly  above-  us.  We  wood 
round  and  round  for  tvm  long  houra,  wometima 
out  of  right  of  (he  much-deanetl  gual,  and  it 
others  so  near,  that  it  «ra>  mortifying  in  the  em- 
trcmcto  turn  again  from  it:  for,  likr  tbccnpn 
the  rainbow,  th«  nearer  we  seemed  to  approach, 
the  niore  difficult  was  it  to  attain.  We  ai  IrmgA 
reached  it,  and  TouihI  but  three  mixcrable  houm 
by  the  mde  of  a  large  tract  of  rice,  so  oorend 
with  water,  that  w  took  tl  for  a  lake,  aod  ex- 
pected to  find  trouL 

The  bospitolilj'  and  attention  of  the  old  KUn  cf 
the  Mountain  vrai  beyond  all  we  bad  elsewhnv 
experienced :  be  came  a  pan  of  the  way  down  to 
meet  ws  and,  seeing  us  considerably  fxhaurtnl. 
forced  us  to  reMt  whene'er  he  thought  there  was 
an  agreeable  ploce;  cutticii;  the  long  grass  t 
grew  around,  and  spreading  it  for  a  couch  for 
to  recline  on.  His  companions  were  equally 
anxiouAfor  ourcoiDfort;  and  we  had  nooecauon 
to  a«k  for  anvthing.  Klilk  and  eurds,  with  figs 
and  barberries,  were  iminedinlely  spread  bdbre 


m 


SIKSULAB   CIBCUMSTAtrCK. 


US,  and  vrc  soun  forgut  the  bariJ6hips  of  the  way. 
TIic  spot  where  the  houses  stand,  with  the  nee 
l^uiid  ahoul,  is  the  only  love!  space  within  sight- 
High«r  mountains  surround  the  one  on  which 
this  little  plain  stands,  and  lower  hills  follow 
each  other  to  the  base  of  it. 

It  was  very  Ute  io  the  day  bcrorr  our  baj>;;agc 
made  its  appcaraticc ;  but  bcnettth  the  shadow  of 
a  tree  with  a  bed  of  niKhe:>,  and  the  old  man  to 
converse  wilh,  (.for  he  would  not  leave  u*  alone,) 
we  hod  no  cause  for  iinpalience.  He  seemed  to 
consider  it  a  high  breach  of  nmnaers  lu  ubnndon 
UB  fur  an  instant  to  ourselves;  and  when  any 
mighty  matter  called  him  away,  he  brought  a 
Rubstitute,  and  introducetl  him  to  our  notice 
with  perfect  ease,  and  directed  hiui  to  watch  out 
movements,  and  attvml  to  our  comforts. 

Id  the  evening  wc  were  agreeably  startled  at 
bcving  a  shut  at  no  great  distance  from  us;  and 
immediately  returned  it,  hoping  tJint  some  stray 
sportsman  might  be  in  search  of  a  shelter:  a 
Becond  followed  our  own  Hhol,  and  we  made  the 
mountains  echo  with  our  voices.  The  people  of 
tiK  village,  pleased  witli  the  chance  of  seeing  bow 


the  "  Sahib  LogatT  mpet,  flew  io  punuii,nnil  uur 
little  cjimp  was  instantly  animated  and  happy. 
But  the  Ksrch  for  thv  caiuc  of  our  bustle  prorcd 
fruitier;  and  wc  pAsacd  the  rmiainder  of  the 
evening  in  vain  spirculatioii  upon  the  author  of 
the  report.  WImj  could  fire  a  gun,  where  guns 
were  nvvf-reccn  but  in  the  hands  of  Europeans? 

June  S9th. — Soon  after  we  hiul  oommeiKed 
our  }n(imey  this  morning,  it  began  to  rain  in  the 
roost  pitile«!t  manner  1  ha«i  ever  experienced. 
We  hod  (o  pass  over  three  successive  hillji,  the 
ftwcntii  to  which  were  remarkably  steep :  on  thdr 
Kumniitswvre  level  meadows, welt  planted  arcMuid, 
with  many  herds  of  deer  brawsing  upon  thetn, 
The  paths  were  so  slippery,  it  was  nrarty  im- 
possible  to  move  over  tl>ein  ;  and  wc  were  so 
niveloiMtl  in  clouds  that  we  could  not  seek  more 
widely  for  a  surer  footing. 

On  arriving  nt  the  point  of  a  projecting  crag, 
that  was  well  cofweoled  by  brambles,  I  roiKtook 
the  path,  not  ubcerving  the  termination  of  the 
rami  from  the  many  plant*  about  it.  I  made  a 
■udden  descent  through  them  to  a  cave  below, 
lliat  fortunately  was  not  deeper  than  six  or  seven 
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fifl  from  the  crost  that  overhung  it.  I  tliought 
I  luu]  pluDgctl  llirough  a  Imp-door  to  the  sulv 
tcrninciin  hubitaliim  (ifM>nicl)nnditti.  The  storm 
was  howling  iilong  ()u-  glens;  und  the  black 
cloud))  wen*  curling  over  the  brow  of  the  proci- 
fuceon  which  the  cavern  hung.  Nothing  could 
be  wilder  or  more  magnilicunt  than  the  scenery; 
and  when  a  party  of  lialf-naked  savages  slnrted 
on  their  fci-t,  one  of  them  holding  a  gun  in  his 
hand,  I  seemed  so  completely  in  the  brigand's 
cave,  that  I  felt  iiOR>e  diuppoinlment  that  they 
did  not  secure  ine,  and  seiac  upon  my  posscedons. 
In  one  comer  of  the  cave  sat  a  woman  blowing 
the  fire  through  a  rccd :  a  little  girl  knelt  near 
her,  kneading  fip  some  cakes;  whili- a  boy,  of 
about  «ix  years  of  ngc,  was  engaged,  at  no  great 
distance  from  them,  in  polishing  the  cooking* 
pots  with  the  dust  that  lay  bcKidv  him.  The  wo- 
man was  lall  and  thin ;  and  so  fair,  that  she  might 
have  been  a  bandit's  bride  among  the  hills  of 
Euro|>e.  Slie  ha<I  been  out  in  the  rain,  and 
her  black  hair  was  hanging  loose  ultout  her 
shoulders:  a  white  robe  was  thrown,  in  the 
graceful  manner  of  the  ilindoo  women,  over  her 
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person ;  and  site  formed  ao  picturesque  a  flgtirr, 
(hal  nil  artist  or  a  noveliHt  would  have  beeo 
gliul  to  have  seized  her  as  a  model. 

There  were  three  men,  who  h»d  been  stretch- 
inf;  their  HsiIcm  length  nlonf;  iIh*  groiiml,  await- 
ing tlie  conipletiun  of  their  meal,  UDtil  my  un- 
expected arrival  had  called  them  to  their  fee<* 
Tlic  one  that  bore  the  gun  was  lying  near  the 
tkin  of  a  bear,  which  wa.*  |>egged  into  the  earth 
for  the  pur|K)ae  uf  drying :  this  accounted  for 
th«  sliut  of  the  evening  tiefore.    I  Inraed  (nta 
thciQ  that  they  were  a  party  of  Ghoekas  who 
had  formerly  been  in  the  northern  Himalaya; 
and,  having  connected  themselves  with  aome  of 
the  inhabitants,  had  returned  from  Nepaul  to 
vi&it  them,  and  were  now  on  their  way  back  to 
their  own  country,  some   village  not  \'ery  for 
froro  Katmando.    I  sent  one  of  them  out  to  look 
for  my  brother^  who  had  lingered  behind  nte  in 
the  ascent ;  and, on  his  reaching  the  cave,  we  de- 
termined to  ri-uiain  in  it  till  the  rain  was  abated. 
This  adventure  (for  I  may  call  it  so,  although 
the  catastrophe  was  go  lame)  furnished  some- 
thing more  than  an  outline  from  which  the  ima> 
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Iginstion  might  fill  up  any  appalling  or  interesU 
Dg  {licture  thst  it  plt-ased :  I  was  as  well  Bati»- 
that  the  conclusion  wa»  left  to  my  fancy ; 

^fer  I  do  not  seek  either  "  to  point  a  moral,  or 
adorn  a  tale." 

My  newly-acquirctl  companions  were  merely 
resting  until  it  wa«  fair  eiiuiigb  to  proccetl;  and 
oil  the  first  glinipst*  of  itiin-tthine  we  sallied  forth 
together.  I  ptTcr-iviHl,  when  we  hejjan  tu  iiiuve, 
an  addition  In  our  parly  that  I  had  not  before 
noticed :  a  little  baby,  that  hiul  been  fast  asleep 
in  a  comer  during  our  stay  in  the  cave,  wrapped 
Dp  in  its  blanket,  was  hoisted  upon  its  father'i 
back ;  and,  well  accustomed  to  that  mode  of  tro* 
veiling,  scented  perfectly  «l  its  ease-  The  man 
bore  it  as  he  wouU!  have  done  a  coninion  buitdle ; 
and,  tying  the  ends  of  the  blanket  ncruHx  hi« 
cbcst,  took  no  further  notice  of  his  burden.  The 
little  thing  occasionally  pushed  its  black  head 
through  a  hole  in  the  top  of  its  nest ;  and,  look- 
ing good- humou redly  ai-oiiwl,  appeared  con- 
•cious  that  impiittcncc  waa  uselesN,  quietly  drew 
it  in  again,  and  compwHed  itielf  to  sleep.  When 
the  «.4<ler  boy  was  tircd>  his  mother  jerked  him 
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Dp,  and  placed  him  aalridt.-  u|>ou  her  hip.  I'Us 
Inllcr  i»  ihc  ruwt  rninnMin  way  t>r  carrying  chil- 
dren tlimughtiiit  the  Ea»[;  and,  howcvrr  an- 
comrortabU*  it  may  appear  to  uh,  they  almost 
wcm  to  lounge  in  the  ptMJtion  :  the  nwlhtr 
throws  ont  hrr  hip  for  the  child  to  rest  upon, 
and  never  «ven  lends  a  hand  to  support  il.  Il 
is  nccrasary  for  the  child,  in  order  to  krcp  Ha 
KM,  to  be  perffclly  upright ;  and  thw  tuiy 
dtHcipltne  iii  doubtless  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
natiTcs  of  the  East  being  so  slnigHt 

It  is  singular  how  cnny  the  parents  in  worn 
climatM  find  it  to  manage  tlieir  olTspring ;  from 
the  lime  they  •xrc  born  they  aeem  to  owre  little 
about  them,  Iworing  iliem  with  t\u.tn  through  all 
weather,  and  in  all  occupntium^.  They  throw 
ttietn  indifTcr^-ntly  un  the  griu»,  if  th<-y  are  work- 
ing in  ibefidds;  and  if  travelling,  they  pack 
th«m  in  n  banket,  and  swing  ilieni  from  one  end 
of  a  hnnihoo,  to  balance  a  bundle  of  oonking-pots 
hanging  from  the  other,  which  they  carry  over 
their  ithoiilders.  Il  is  curious  to  see  babes  of  a 
few  months  old,  bearing  all  iIk'so  early  vkissi- 
tudi-s  with  as  much  pliilosophy  and  apathy,  as 
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in  afler-Ure  they  do  the  more  tieriou.s  suflV-rings 
tliAt  "  flesh  in  heir  to."  They  are  trainutl  to  Sto- 
icixn  from  the  eradie. 

We  At  length  cnixsed  all  the  high  hills,  and 
gaioed  the  village  of  Moralie,  which  stands  on  the 
•outfaern  dde  of  the  most  elevated  ridge,  the 
Alorana.  We  did  not  think  it  very  promising ; 
and,  finding  no  clear  space  about,  we  parted  with 
our  friends,  who  seemed  disposed  to  remain  there, 
and  continued  to  a  \}\ace  called  Itali,  about  a 
couple  of  mil(«  further  on.  We  found  a  clear 
green  *pot  above  th«  bank  of  n  river,  thai  flowed 
from  the  Morann  inountaiiis  pa.it  ihii  %-illage; 
and,  tempted  by  a  half-finished  house  where  we 
could  repose  till  our  baggage  arrived,  resolved 
to  remain  on  it.  The  rain  was  over,  and  the  sun 
shining  briglitly.  We  strif^d  ourselves  of  our 
wet  clothes;  and,  hanging  tlicni  up  to  dry  on 
the  branches  about,  made  ourselves  us  comfort- 
able as  nakedness  and  hunger  could  allow.  The 
little  strip  of  land  on  whidi  we  are,  lies  on  each 
aide  of  a  river,  flowing  through  a  deep  glencon- 
dderabljr  below  its  level.     It  is  well  cultivated, 
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and  thnx>  arc  mnny  habitntions  within  it ;  but  if 
h^  Dothing  BiifRciently  wonderful  to  t(.inpt  me 
to  say  RHT  thiu;;  fiirtlicr  aboot  it. 

JunedOtli. — Westarted  this  morning  o^r  m 
th«  riUD :  and,  descending  to  the  river,  followed 
its  course  through  thcdarkglcn,  in  which  it  nioi 
with  great  rapidity.  It  Memod  as  if  it  vvrt  oe- 
ceswry  to  tnixtountt-lvvntubewaslKtl  outof  the 
dlMiial  strait  we  wer«  in,  by  plncinf;  uur'«Ivesin 
ihe  middle  of  the  Mreani:  i(!i  current  was  the  only 
indication  we  had,  thai  there  was  a  mode  of 
ewnpe ;  there  was  no  path  on  either  sitic,  and 
the  water  was  up  to  the  waist :  I  canoot  there- 
fore praise  this  day's  journey. 

The  glen  at  length  nnirowcd  fo  much,  that  wc 
anticipated  a  subterraneous  pa&sage  into  day,  if 
we  were  doomed  to  sec  the  sky  omce  more.  We 
turned  round  a  rugged  rock,  beneath  which  the 
river  grew  darker  and  deeper,  and  suddenly 
broke  upon  a  wide  plain,  or  rather  an  exteosive 
marsh.  Kain  mill  cuntinun),  and  it  was  cowred 
with  a  thick  vapour.  We  had,  like  Satan, 
though  with  a  dilTerent  spiritT  1  hope, 
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la  wjib  tba  tiTor  (unli,  ml  ariili  it  tOM, 
Invulv*d  in  riling  miitli  lh»ii  *uu|[b( 
Whurn  ID  lie  liii!. 

The  river  fluwnl  nvi-r  the  mariih,  and  very 
hif^h  mountains  l»iuniloil  it :  tht.<re  wax  no  ap* 
)>earanc«  o(  habitation,  although  it  won  richly 
cultivated  with  rice.  A  xitiall  toniplc  HtiKxI  in 
the ceut re, beneath  avery  iiitliflV-n-iit  DcuDhur; 
fur  in  the  luwest  parts  they  ilo  not  gntw  to  any 
nize  ur  beauty-  It  waH<le<licut(il  to  thf  goddcsM 
Itownn<i-,  and  gavv  a  naiiiu  to  iho  surrounding 
peak,  cnllcd  fmin  hi-r  Bowotuk  Ka  Teeh'i.  So 
lillJc  wotxi  was  there  within  reach,  that  wtr  found  . 
it  difficult  to  obtain  Hullicit-nt  to  kindle  a  lire  for 
our  breakfasts:  we  at  length  sipied  ii  boy  tend- 
ing cattle  on  the  bill,  and  called  out  to  him  to 
get  us  milk  and  wood.  He  pluectl  himself 
upon  a  high  peak,  aid  called  aloud,  "  Two  gi-n- 
tletnen  have  arrived :  bring  them  milk  and  w<hk1 
directly,  and  all  they  may  require  besides." 

Weremenibere<l  thefeast  in  the  valley  of  Nan- 
guao,  and  looked  with  wonder  upon  the  naked 
magician,  who,  we  hojwd,  was  to  spread  a  ban- 
quet 00  ibv  green  before  us.     In  less  than  an 
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fulfillnl;  ■  train  of  iil- 
fptMcJ  with  trerx  thing  that  «y  ie- 


n»«MtDd  travdi  rrrjhrmi 
mtmti  to  be  most  partkalidT 
I  br  «odi  eamniintcaticn.  In  imgobr 
>  «f  pnkcd  IdBi.  the  voice  boundMl.  ts  il 
'  to  jMotbtr,  tncTMsn^  m  it  «nc 
HBJnlo— tion  that  none  but  mDini' 
>■  ca»Ai  nad,  dwelling  on  the  b« 
■  «3d,  and  not  unrrrqupntl^r  »««H 
:  dK  aoond  uD  thcr  are  ntariy 
biadaa  it  to  the  rc)io,wfiKli 
tfaea  Mart  admiraUy.  1 
:  to  fanv  what  idea  the  hiUmen  bid 
fcnned  (.tf  thi^  had  tbcN^tof  thentaitcT  at  aD) 
■f  Ac  rwwbtf  tkai  of  mnnd,  and  r^tmtiancd  the 
^Bltgen  «b»  fann^t  oar  Ri|^ilies  strainiag 
mj  ibroat  im  tbe  cxpninnt.  of  what  it  wv 
tibat  aaocfad  ay  wotda.  It  ■«>  long  belbtv  I 
cmU  Mccccd  in  MikBig  Ata  undtrrtnnd  n; 
object :  tbrr  Had  no  term  to  esjnm  it  hy,  and 
wnv  fXTfrdlT  Mancquaintrd  with  tbe  Uindiw. 
tancv  wvcd  for  nrAo.  Tbcy  were  afmil,  for  some 
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inoiiieatat  to  hazard  an  opinion ;  till  one,  more 
\kA(\  than  the  rest,  stepped  forth,  and  dcttared 
it  iiiiif^t  be  a  wild  beast  in  tlie  mountain,  tliut 
was  startled  by  our  voivi-ti,  ami  iH-llnwed  in  n-- 
luro.  **  Aeho"  (fruiMl,)  with  a  murmur  of  aji- 
proval,  ran  tbrtiugb  tbe  party  :  thib  was  a  per- 
«(>nifiaition  of  the  echo  that  might  match  the 
cclcbnilrd  converitational  one  of  Killamey. 

Tlif  plain  on  which  we  were  assembled,  did 
not  coDtinuc  long  deserted ;  about  mid-day  tbe 
men  and  women  came  to  the  rice  pounds,  with 
their  music  and  their  song :  and  we  found  our- 
selves more  celebrated  and  more  deafened  than 
ever.  Of  all  uncomfortable  occupations  on  this 
earth,  the  culture  of  rice  appears  to  me  tbe 
worrt.  The  womvn  wcrt  all  the  day  long  up 
to  tlicir  knees  in  mud,  and  Uicir  persons  were 
»)>rinkled  with  it  nioKt  bountifully. 

The  little  l<.-m|)li:  to  Buwanee  i»  the  mo»t  de- 
itolate  of  all  we  have  mi'l  with  :  not  a  hrahmin, 
not  a  village  within  sight  of  it.  The  pious 
aages  of  former  days  had,  in  tJic-w  holy  pre- 
cincts, abundant  leiaun>  and  quiet  for  the  pro- 
founde&t  oontcmplatiun.  Now,  no  offering  Mvnu 
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to  be  made  M  it, no  idccrsc  burnt  uponitialur. 
■ntl  no  prayer  brcBthetl  within  it :  it  staocb  n 
tbe  vrildemess,  a  proof  of  the  sanctity  of  laetaa 
times,  and  a  reproach  perhaps  for  the  iDdiffer- 
mocof  the  pn-Mint.  A*  ibc  vorld  has  grow 
oilier,  it»  ulltinincnts,  I  &iip|N)e«(-,  have  bccuiBC 
less  fawiiuitiiig ;  fur  few  people  think  it  near 
sarv  to  buniiih  ibemhelTes  oaw  to  gain  the  rvp^ 
utioa  of  piety.  Tbe  march  of  inttJkct,  hov> 
ever,  may  have  fortified  tbeir  uiinds  ^atoM 
temptation :  ur  has  the  advance  uf  luxury  dtct- 
ihrown  the  virtue  of  sdf-deQia)  ?  Whatcm 
may  be  the  niusc  of  such  d  change,  Itidia  u  ool 
the  only  couDlry  where  deserted  temple 
to  t<]>eak  of  what  wa»,  and  what  is  not. 

The  forlorn  appearance  of  a  ninglc  tree  is  tbe 
desert  incrvaHcs  the  feeling  uf  solitude;  and  the 
neglectc<l  ruin  of  BitwaiM-v  hi-ighten«t]  the  deaiv 
laliuD  uf  tile  scene,  wheti  wc  Urnt  emerged  from 
the  bed  of  tlic  river,  and  found  ourselves  in  the 
midst  of  a  dismal  swamp;  for  such  a  ricv- 
ground,  in  its  present  stage,  must  ever  aeem  lo 
be.  We  were  glad  when  the  merry  cultivalon 
caiuc  lo  enliven  the  scene. 
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July  1st. — Continuing  our  route  by  the  btink 
of  the  river,  we  reached  a  spot  opposite  the 
village  of  Ttittura,  and  had  ficarccly  room  to 
pilch  our  tents  for  the  quantity  of  rice  in  every 
direction.  We  were  forceil  to  ascend  the  hill 
to  some  hdglit,  before  we  could  get  a  dry  space. 
The  stream  flowed  l>etweeii  us  and  the  village; 
it  was  full  of  trout,  which  my  servants  caught 
with  a  napkin  tied  like  a  landing-net  to  the  end 
of  a  stick. 

There  was  little  inducement  to  continue  in 
titis  nci^bourhootl ;  and,  ns  wc  could  not 
uocud  to  the  summits  of  the  hdlh  with  any 
chance  of  completing  our  journey,  we  determin- 
ed to  prucml  to  Lugraswt  on  the  tup  of  a  high 
ridge,  almut  lliree  milcii  ftirthcr  from  us:  but 
my  guide,  who  wax  evidently  afraid  to  go  to  it, 
besought  us  not  to  stop  thereon  any  account, 
fur  tile  cholera  niorbun  had  been  conmtilting  sotl 
ravages  among  its  inhabitants,  and  no  stranger 
had  gone  through  it  for  ten  days. 

Finding  thut  I^andour  was  only  five  hours* 
walk  from  ihix  place,  I  agreed,  to  the  delight  of 
all,  {tor  the  report  of  the  "  city  of  the  plague" 
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beinf{  so  near  at  hand  had  spread  &  pnnic  among 
my  followers,)  to  rumain  al  Tuttura.  Tluw 
irere  no  means  »f  ntaiiiing  alMiiii  its  nWghbour- 
liDod,  from  llie  univcnal  doliigc  that  over- 
whelmed it ;  and  wc  were  glad  whra  the  tnonw 
ttig  gave  iiH  an  opportunity  of  quilting  it. 

July  3nd. — By  way  of  getting  in  good  time 
to  Lanilour,  (for  we  had  at  li-ngth  reached  the 
Ia*l  day'n  journey.)  wc  startcti  from  Tutlum 
before  (liiyliglit ;  and  splosliing  for  the  first 
bour  thmugli  rii-e  fields  up  to  our  kneca  in 
water,  we  gained  the  heiglit  on  which  the  ill* 
fnt«)  Lugraaaa  itlnndi.  T)>e  nun  had  jii»i  rttm, 
and  «re  caught  ■  riew  of  t)i«  new  settlancnl 
shining  in  ita  raya.  Tin-  hung^owa  o«  tlie 
peaks  of  I.aiidotir,  peeping  through  the  trcn 
that  MimHiiKle^l  them  several  hundred  feet  above 
us,  affordtil  a  pruspect  of  civilixatiun  thai  was 
highly  delightful  to  us,  after  an  ahaeDer  of  iwo 
month!)  from  such  a  itcene.  For  the  loat  u-n 
<Uys  we  have  had  rain  every  day  ;  and  have  no 
reasnit,  in  miKH'quetice,  to  lament  our  having  iit 
length  reachitl  more  HubManlial  hahilaiionH  than 
our  tents  havti  bnm  able  to  afford.     >Ve  have 
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frequently  been  compelled  to  pa»«  ilic  ni^ht 
sitting  upon  our  betiding,  which  wc  hii<]  n)II«il 
up  in  a  comer  of  the  tent  to  prtvcnl  it*  gi'lting 
wet  from  the  heavy  rain  which  tlnijijv-il,  (fil- 
tered, to  be  sure,)  through  the  canvass  u|>on  it. 

The  entertaining  variety  of  oui'  roof  bdng 
carried  like  a  balloon  into  the  air,  while  we 
were  sleeping  beneath  it,  had  occurred  loo  often 
to  render  it  any  longer  amudiig.  Tlic  confu- 
sion such  ft  cAtaiitrophe  gives  rim;  to,  ix  too 
ludicruus  to  be  viewed  with  much  ftvliiig  of 
snooyaDCc;  although  the  few  minutes  tlist  are 
Decenary  to  struggle  thn>ugh  the  kou!«sI  can- 
vaM  that  promibea  lo  overwhelm  you  in  yoitr 
bed,  are  any  thing  but  comfortable — there  i» 
so  much  that  is  amusing  in  the  adventure  aAer 
you  have  cscjtped,  that  the  traveller  who  would 
lament  meeting  with  it,  must  hare  very  little 
taste  for  his  occu|)iition.  Such  nccjiMare  merely 
rough  eiwugh  to  prove  how  vilva  11  fii  of  lux- 
ury and  ea«e  is,  compared  to  such  cnjoyineni  of 
itrength  and  hardihood. 

The  day  was  si^me  time  advanced,  wheii  wo 
arrived  near  the  village  of  Lu^rassa;  and  I 
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thought  there  wsa  an  appearance  of  deoolalian 
about  it.  t  Mw  no  people  within  the  villa^, 
ami  observed  merely-  a  few  stragglers  alx>ut  ihe 
field*.  Four  or  five  men  had  died  during  the 
(art  week,  and  some  before:  mch  nkortalitjr 
would  depopulate  a  mountain  dty  in  ■  nonth. 
Nothing  ran  be  more  m^ancholy  than  a  pc«ti- 
laice  nmnn^  tltcw  fragiiHiils  of  humanity ;  cut 
(iir  fn>0)  tlieir  fellow-utouataineers  by  high 
ridgits  the^ik;  i.tolalit)  little  conimunitieit  arc  left 
to  [icriali  unknown  And  (inmoum«]. 

I  have  Ivnrued  rroiti  souk  natives,  who  have 
totely  been  at  UniIri  N»th,  that  that  neighbour- 
hood also  has  been  niviigvd  by  the  cholera  mna^ 
bus.  Tliey  cannot  check  the  disease:  it  seixc* 
tlKfn  in  all  situations — in  their  houses— in  the 
fields :  and  in  a  very  few  liotirK  tltey  are  its  vie- 
tiniK.  As  the  most  hardy  fall  first,  the  infant*, 
deprived  of  their  protectors,  should  they  escape 
the  infection,  must  die  of  starvation.  Tbccaltle 
nre  abandoned,  the  cropa  neglected,  and  every 
traveller  shuns  the  "city  of  the  plague:*  and 
<rven  that  precaution  is  no  Hccurily.  I'ilj^rims  die 
in  agony  on  the  road :  to  enter  ooe  of  these  little 
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viile<i  i*  indeed  to  cnti^r  "  tin*  valley  of  the  tliadow 
of  d«sth.'" — The  inhnbitunt«  rcniKii  thcnis(.'1vr«  to 
their  destiny:  tlii;  game  fitt*- would  awuitthriii  hi 
n  neighbouring  village,  perhaps,  .should  ihey  seek 
refuge  tliere.  Tliey  ch'ng  to  their  honit's  to  the 
last  gasp:  and  the  survivor  nf  a  once  happy 
peof^e.  where  all  were  gay  hut  a  few  day*  before, 
has  to  steal  to  his  grave  unnoticed,  or  roam  else- 
where for  human  intercourse.  <'ould  the  vision 
of  "the  Last  Ulan"  bo  ever  renlixcd,  it  would 
be  in  (he  highest  hahitatiooK  of  the  Himutnya 
mountains;  for  there  many  a  little  world  is  left 
for  Its  last  man  to  mourn  over ! 

From  Ihc  ridge  where  Lugrassa  stands,  we  de- 
scended to  a  stream,  on  the  banks  of  which  were 
many  fine  walnut-troes — the  fruit  was  in  great 
abundance,  and  fit  to  pluck:  irc  had,  from  the 
baie  of  the  mountain  at  which  it  flowed,  to 
make  a  most  severe  ascent  to  Landour,  and  in 
about  three  hour;  reached  its  summit.  During 
the  two  months  we  had  been  absent  from  it,  all 
the  difficulties  attending  the  establish  men  I  of  a 
new  colony  had  been  skilfully  overcome :  the 
roads  were  finished,  the  bouses  were  inhahitedj 
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and  the  invsliih  h«il  rvcovcred,  wbctv  nxcrm 
was  n-ustnutbly  looked  for.  ^lanv  addilioatl 
viMtciY  hati  nrrivrd,  and  ninny  Iiun^alows  wen 
completcil  ihiil  had  scarcely  bc«n  ihougbl  of. 

When  wc  set  oul  iijxm  our  expeditiao,  the 
crvst  -of  the  in(>iintiiin,  fur  nearly  two  oiilrt, 
presented  a  populous  and  lively  sccoe.  The  re> 
gion,  that  not  long  a^  «as  an  unfrequinttnl 
wildcrnettK,  is  now  charmed  by  mciety,  and 
graoHl  hy  rrfinenient:  nild  jungles,  and  nigjcd 
rocks,  hiire  given  way  to  flouriiliing  gandeitsaMl 
coinrortahle  buildings.  Sosuddi-n  hss  brvti  thr 
change,  that  Aladdin  seems  to  have  brctiighl  hi< 
wMiiderful  lamp  to  rflect  iL 

During  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  July 
it  did  not  rain  very  much ;  the  weather  «r>s 
plcHiiaiit  and  cool,  the  thermometer  seldom 
Turyiiig  from  70*.  About  ihc  20th,  tlie  rns 
became  moiv  frequent,  and  fcU  more  bcarily : 
and  on  the  30th,  roimneoced  in  good  eartMrsi. 

August  3rd. — A  *iTy  violeni  storm  of  ibun- 
der  and  Hgliiiiing  came  on  yesterday  about 
eight  in  the  evening,  while  I  was  sitling  io  the 
veroiidah  of  •  house  on  the  connncnceoiait  of 
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the  Misioura  Ka  Teeba  range.  The  noise  of 
Ihv  iIiiiikKt,  a»  it  pualed  among  the  liills,  was 
tremendous;  aiid  the  rain  that  accompanied  it 
fell  in  such  torrents,  that  it  threatened  to  over, 
whelm  our  hungalow  and  wash  it  down  the  rocky 
sleep,  on  the  edge  of  w)tich  it  stood.  Tlie 
lightning  was  even  more  terrific — but  so  grand, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  draw  our  eyes  from  the 
observation  of  its  flashes  of  fliuiie,  as  they  iJiot 
through  tlie  woods  and  into  the  iirecipiees.  It 
is  difficult  to  conceive  a  spectacle  more  suhlimc, 
or  a  tumult  more  appalling.  From  the  cloa^ 
ness  of  the  thunder-claps  and  the  incessant  re^ 
turn  of  the  forked  fire,  we  were  convinced  that 
we  were  in  the  midst  of  this  fury,  and  frequently 
thought  that  we  could  hear  the  falling  of  the 
wood  before  the  blasting  stroke.  It  was  a  pro. 
per  niglit  for  evil  Hpirit*  to  Ik  abroad  in.  Not 
a  being  of  our  jtarly  could  dare  its  violence:  all 
the  servants,  whose  struclurcs  were  so  much 
more  Hinisy  than  our  own,  had  crept  into  the 
bungalow,  and  crouched  beneath  its  verandahs 
wet  and  miserable.  It  M-^^med  tlie  only  ark 
likely  to  float  above  the  waters  tliat  threatened 


ia» 


rsmiLocs  smTATtov. 


to  ddo^  OS,  and  for  ■  tnnv  n  ti^togbt  tkm  i 

'  also  niut  ham  to  itw  stonn.     It  Wnftd  i^m  te^ 
crest  of  a  nek,  omiookmg  a  ifwp  tsIW,  ^ 

[dMCcnt  to  vhicfa  vat  tfaicUj  woodid :   btoJ 
MannilarabTM;  and  on  the  left  hMda«9 

'  mote  abrnpt  descent:  oo  tbe  nght  wasa^l 
fiireit  of  oaka  and  Hkododendmo.  Tbu*  wt 
stood  to  the  midM  of  peril ;  and   wbcn  lone 

I  manet  of  stone  rolled  down  the  ncep*  wjdm 
souod,  w«  were  di«po«d  for  a  monieat  lo  thak 
that  we  also  might  jtnn  the  falL  Tbe  lau  m- 
CRMed  the  rapidity  of  the  lew  atrcaais  bcntth 
us  md  miid«  thrm  rumble  away  with  lenfijd 
nciix;.  I  do  uot  think  a  lover  of  raoiaooe  ntM 
have  been  placed  in  a  more  delightful 
for  )ii>  excited  fancy : 


Tba  D*-U  W  kMtMw  -m  httid. 


We  surTivcti  the  storm,  bowercr ;  and  in  the  ^i 
taoming  found  that  our  imaginatioo  regarding  ^M 
the  fall  of  the  riren  trees  was  cornel  enough : 
several  were  scattered  about  and  displayed  the 
lightning  strokcL     But  the  moet  material  fall 
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was  that  of  our  goaUsltcc),  which  hod  been  com- 
pkldy  (lcnioli«hvcl ;  Hiid  six  goats  nncl  ten  shcc^ 
lying  dead  Ik-iimiH  it,  proved  with  what  vio- 
Icni^  moitt  (>r  [Ik'iii  liiid  Ik'i;i)  kilUtl  hy  tlic  fluid. 

On  our  ai>|>r()ii<;hirig  ihv  upvt,  w«  wi-re  at- 
tended by  II  hunt  of  hillinon,  who  watched  our 
proceeding:*  with  grcBt  anxiety;  and  when  we 
desirrd  thot  the  cnrcasrii  of  tlie  animala  should 
be  thrown  away,  huslily  interceded  to  save  them 
fi>r  thi'iiiM'lves,  In  have  a  fcaat  upon.  We  very 
willingly  frranled  the  favour ;  for  in  truth  we 
could  not  t-nvy  theni  their  ftKKl.  Their  swollen 
bodies  diil  not  deter  them,  on  nearer  approach, 
from  attempting  the  meal,  and  they  bore  thein 
off  in  triumph  on  their  backa:  they  had  been 
well  fattened  fur  our  table,  antl  perhaps  the 
lightning  stroke  had  sanctifietl  thcni  fur  Ihdrs. 
Neither  the  goata  nor  the  tiheep  of  the  plains 
have  thriven  very  well  during  the  wet  weather 
in  the  hills  :  they  all  suffer  from  what  is  called, 
I  believe,  the  foot^rot ;  and  no  means  that  we 
ran  adopt  have  any  effect  in  restoring  them. 

The  sheep  are  now  blind  too,  without  any 
apparent  cause — and  conset[uenlly  become  u«^ 
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ten;  Ibrtlwjreciinat  be  trusted  to  gnifc  IV 

DftUvcs  aticnipt  to  cure  this  la&t  maUT  b; 
chewing  cettiin  herbs,  amon^  whidi  lobattn 
A0<1  soine  hot  spices  are  mixed,  and  spittiB^  tk 
juicv  into  the  poor  animals*  ejrcs :  it  gms  ilia 
gn-Bt  pain  at  the  time  of  the  oprratioa,  ai 
ficems  to  me  ntthcr  calculated  to  extinjni>*h  u< 
light  that  may  )-«i  rcmiun,  than  ivstare  that 
whicli  Itivv  have  losL  'i'he  poultry  too  ate  loct 
constantly  from  the  same  cau«e ;  but  their  fair 
i%  niuK  sudden.  While  ruauiD)^  in  pntel 
health,  they  appear  to  be  struck  blind :  aad. 
staggering  for  an  instant,  fall  dead.  As  it  b  aa 
affair  of  mme  diiRculty  to  keep  a  plentiful 
board,  we  cannot  atoid  bt-ingdtvply  ioit»«(|^^ 
in  tht.-  state  of  our  stock.  ^^| 

A  great  portion  ctf  this  morning  was  passed  b 
endeavouring  to  shoot  some  of  the  magniBccat 
eagles,  that  soared  in  great  number  orer  the  Ugb 
peaks  above  us,  and  the  deep  precipices  below. 
I  tuii'c-  tKvn  souietimes  ten  or  twclrc  at  a  time, 
ptTrumiingiheirairyevolutioasin  most  beautiful 
style.  At  length,  one  fell,  but  il  was  not  one 
of  the  largest :  it  measured  ninv  feet  frutn  tip  to 


AMOSKUEKTS.  IBS 

tip  of  its  wings,  and  seemed  to  nie  to  resemble 
very  »lro»f;ly  the  gt»ltli-n  ejigle  of  tlie  Higlilnnds 
of  ScolliintI,  some  of  wliidi  hitve  )>ecn  killed 
mrasiiring  eleven  (tvi  ncr<issi  llieir  winfj*. 

It  is  nut  a  very  ea»y  matti-r  In  find  anuisement 
in  to  cunlined  a  »\int  ah  we  are  limited  to ;  for  if 
we  make  long  excursionn,  we  cannot,  from  the 
*evere  lalwur,  return  in  the  same  day ;  we  must 
therefore  look  nearer  home.  If  wc  had  a  bridge 
to  lounge  upon,  we  should  probably  find  the  di- 
version of  a  recruiting-officer  a  very  agreeable 
one :  we  have,  howerer.  invented  a  more  manly 
exerciBo,  and  meet  in  groups  on  the  greatest 
height*,  to  caxi  large  riones  down  the  precipices. 
As  we  take  the  licld  well  armed  with  cniw-b»rs, 
]Hck-axes,  dc,  we  are  fully  prqinred  to  launch 
tremendous  weighl.t;  nnd,  childish  as  il  may 
appear,  it  is  impoisible  to  describe  the  rapture 
with  which  we  hail  the  departure  of  our  play- 
thing, and  watch  its  course  as  it  bounds  alons;, 
with  a  noise  like  thunder,  carrying  treca  with 
it,  or.  if  they  be  large  enough  to  witlislnnd  its 
force,  breaking  into  a  hundred  piece8,and  leaping 
an<]  rolling  awuy  iu  increasing  fragntvnt*  to  the 
bottom. 
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I  IcarDctl  a  curiou»  iniUnce  this  morning  of 
tiying  tlw  truth,  by  a  test  of  bodily  fortitude, 
which  is  not  uncommon  among  some  cUisses  in 
the  Knxt.  It  nnmr  fntin  a  chnr^p-  that  one  hill- 
wonioii  )uui  brought  against  onother.  Tfaej 
were  bolh  wives  of  pioneer  soldiers  from  the 
province  uf  Sinntior :  and  one  accused  her  com- 
panion to  the  officer  who  commanded  them,  of 
having  stolen  several  of  her  rings  from  her— the 
accused  ax  stoutly  denied  it ;  and  there  was  no  cir- 
cumstance oiii-itl>er  side  to  direct  the  judguicDt 
The  charged  thief,  however,  boldly  declared 
that  the  other  told  a  lie,  and  dared  her  to  t)(e 
ordeal.  The  challenge  was  readily  ncevptcd. 
an<l  they  were  to  hold  their  liaiids  logctlier  tn  a 
vessel  of  boiling  hot  ghie,  and  whichever  shrunk 
first  was  to  be  proclaimed  foul  and  eaUimnious. 
What  an  admirable  punishnH-nt  would  this  be 
for  slander  in  our  own  country  f 

There  are  some  minor  trials  (the  detail  of 
which  I  do  not  exactly  know)  adopted  upon 
these  occasions:  they  increase  in  oeverity ;  if 
the  lighter  ones  do  nut  draw  forth  pain  from  the 
hardened  sinners,  they  ascend  to  the  next  in 
gradation,  till  at  length  forced  to  cry  out  for 
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quarter.  The  hot  ghie  is,  I  believe,  the  highest 
[proof;  aii<!  theiie  women,  disdaining  milder 
I,  deU^rniined  at  once  to  stake  their  veracity 
upon  it.  I  believe  the  result  was  slill  imwili&. 
factory,  for  neither  flinched ;  nothing  more, 
however,  was  heard  about  the  matter:  they 
found  it  heti  to  settle  it  out  of  court. 

QuRm-ls  are  wry  frvqtiont  among  the  natives 
of  both  sexes;  but  not  being  of  revengeful  diiu 
potations,  ihcy  seldom  reach  beyond  loud  and 
angry  wordn.  In  Uiis  m<xic  of  warfare,  lliey  arc 
invineihie.  They  excel  greatly  likewise  in  a 
spirit  of  detraction,  and  are  prone  to  injure  the 
charaelers  of  those  with  whom  U)ey  quarrel,  by 
exaggeration  or  invention.  I  have  often  wit- 
ncsM^  this  mcaimess  among  the  lower  claKKK ; 
and  whenever  it  is  practised  towards  me,  I 
listen  (piietly  to  nil  that  is  said  by  the  lirst  who 
gains  my  cor,  against  bis  enemy:  taking  an 
op]iurtunity  soini  afterwards  to  converse  with 
the  abused  one,  I  give  him  encouragement  to 
paint  the  character  oftlicother,  and  he  generally 
reaches  that  drawn  of  hiniM-lf.  AVhcn  I  think 
the  balance  of  liea  i*  equul.   1  confront   tbs 
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eiicmtea;  and  relating  wltat  each  cfu<)  of  the 
otb«r,  read  them  a  lecture  on  their  falsehoods, 
and  rccommiTMl  (hem  not  to  give  me  (he  option 
of  helicving  .inch  tales  againsit  (hem. 

To  change  from  one  evil  paaaion  to  another, 
—I  tras  atittiuiabed  the  other  day  by  a  very 
handsome  pioneer  sepoy,  who  approached  his 
officer  in  the  tritwt  Boldicr<Ukc  style,  and,  touch- 
ing his  cap,  b<-gf^d  pcmiinaon  to  cut  his  wifcV 
nose  off.  His  respectful  manner,  joined  to  the 
siti^Iar  fet]uest,  made  it  aluioet  impusiuttiv  to 
attend  to  hiui  gravely,  however  serious  the 
applieation  seemed  to  he.  He  did  nut  appear  tu 
Rie  to  be  very  atixiouk  to  perform  the  operation ; 
it  waa  a  tarrificc,  I  conceive,  to  his  hotwur. 
His  wife  hod  hcen  faithless  with  a  man  of  low 
caste,  a  Chumar,  as  he  scornfully  confessed ; 
for  this  gave  him  a  deejier  pang  than  the  fact  of 
the  dame's  frailly— and  he  could  not  suffer  her 
lu  carry  ttw  charms  that  caused  his  dishonour, 
uninjured,  to  draw  him  into  fresh  calamity. 

A  man,  who  asks  his  friend's  advice  about 
commitling  mitcide,  is  not  very  likely  tojierform 
the  a£l :  in  the  tame  manner,  the  jealous  hus- 
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band  Mlopml  tlic  wincKt  plan  of  getting  out  of 
Itiii  liilemma.  He  bore  the  disappointment  of  a 
refusal  witli  great  firnineit!! — although  it  was 
sad,  he  said,  after  having  been  married  to  bim 
nnce  she  was  twelve  years  of  age,  that  she 
fthould  now  forsake  him  for  a  base  Cbumar. 
"  Oh,  what  a  foiling  off  was  there  I" 

\Vc  accompanied  him  tu  lii*  lent  to  endea- 
vour to  reeondle  the  {Mirtieit,  and  Kive  the  nose 
of  the  (ifTending  wife.  She  wua  »n  c-xtrt-indv 
pretty  woman,  andsieeiiied  tobcdiKniayedutour 
approach :  &he  had  been  weeping,  and  was  now 
sitting  in  a  discoosulate  jiUKition,  in  a  corner  of 
tbc  room :  »he  had  no  children,  but  an  elderly 
woman  stood  near  her,  who,  from  her  euncem, 
wi*  wHijecturtd  was  her  mother.  Alas !  «h<-  had 
g<M»d  aiuse  to  be  concerned ;  for  »Jjc  hu<I  been 
tlw  source  of  all  the  mischief.  The  true  Mer- 
cury of  the  East,  she  had  borne  the  tender  mc6> 
(ages  from  the  base-bom  swaiiu  The  moment 
this  little  dinottemeni  took  place,  the  vengeance 
of  tlic  htisband  was  transferred  from  his  wife  to 
her  oonfidanl;  and  had  we  not  l)een  by,  I  do 
DOl  think  he  would  have  satisfied  himself  with 


her  nose  mily :  the  would  scarcviv  hsre  eseapeJ 
with  her  head.  Rncourn^^  by  uur  pmciKV. 
Ac  wagfted  her  Umguc-  most  skilfully  ifjsinflt 
him,  while  the  poor  wife  scipnied  reallT  to  fhrd 
trurM  of  hitter  «OTn)w.  We  wore  ni  length  aUe 
lo  reeoncile  the  psrtie*.  Tht  wife  pmmised  all 
the  deepest  repentance  could  prnmtse,  and  t)» 
hufibaod  reeeivnl  her  cootrition,  and  restored 
Iter  to  hiK  heart,  frtini  which  indeed  she  eonld 
Ncarcel^  have  been  Itauialitd ;  for  the  delight 
with  which  he  »eieed  upon  the  old  womaa'i  H 
conduct  to  exculpate  bis  wife,  proved  bow 
teadj  he  was  to  forgive  and  trust  again.  We 
prtMniacd,  however,  that  the  presumptuous  So- 
dra  and  his  wicked  messenger  kliould  be  both 
banished  fruiu  the  mountains;  uiid  the  officer 
Micceeikil  in  obtaining  their  disoii»al  that  ven 
day. 

t  tnet  them  on  tbctr  defccnl,  an  evil  and  « 
well-matcbed  pair.  The  Lothario  of  the  hilli, 
whose  gallantry  b^d  driven  him  from  his  high 
abode,  was  "  a  fellow  with  a  botrid  face,"  axtd  a 
little  crooked  figure;  while  the  old  wonuui  was 
yellow  and  wrinkled    to  a  degree.     I   ■bouki 
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have  been  happy  to  have  contrivtcl  «  mutch  be- 
tween ihcm :  it  would  Imvc  been  a  good  and 
fitting  punishment  for  tlic  criuies  that  arc  now 
tending  them,  "with  wandering  MtepHitnd  slow," 
to  encounter  thv  rains  that  are  deluging  the 

Such  instances  of  Mverily  among  the  Hindoos 
arc  not,  I  think,  oommcxi.  The  punishment  the 
sol<]ier  propow'd  would  certainly  have  llic  i*ffcct 
of  preventing  a  continuance  of  the  crime,  if 
beauty  led  lo  it;  although,  from  what  I  hare 
read  and  heard  of  the  women,  there  would  be 
no  noses  among  them,  if  nil  met  with  their  re> 
ward.  I  do  not  know  how  these  judgments 
hare  be«n  formed ;  but  I  am  inclined  lo  come 
to  a  very  opposite  one,  and  think  those  who 
have  accused  the  female  peasantry  of  the  couiv* 
try  of  general  immorality,  have  been  rather 
hasty.  I  am  disposed  to  be  tfaeir  champion  for 
more  beauty,  cleanliness,  and  good  conduct, 
than,  under  their  great  disadvantages,  the  moot 
libera]  could  expect.  Their  exclusive  mode  of 
living  among  tlieir  own  caste  must  prevent  a 
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ttmiJar  falling-ofr  1o  the  one  tliat  has  given  rise 
fo  ihcw  reflecliDiis. 

It  is  iinposublo  to  view  nmc  mmibefs  of 
tlic  ik'apbed  class  without  sorrow  and  pity, 
parlicularly  those  who  are  attached,  in  ihe 
lowest  olliccsi  to  the  establishments  of  the 
Europeans.  They  arc  the  most  melaocholy 
race  of  bdogs,  always  alone,  and  apparently  un- 
happy :  they  arc  scouted  from  the  presence 
CTcn  of  tlicir  fcllow-scrvantt.  Nodc  but  the 
i)iin<I  of  a  port  could  imagine  tudi  outcasts  ven- 
turing to  raise  tlirir  tltoitfrhts  to  the  beauty  of  a 
brahmin's  daughter ;  nnci  a  toucliing  tale  in  such 
crcativtf  fancy,  ni>  doubt,  it  would  ninke — for, 
from  tlicir  witward  iip;Karauc«s,  I  do  not  per- 
ceive why  tl»cy  shuuhl  not  be  enduwctl  with 
minds  as  sensitive  nt  lenjit  as  thuw  of  the  castes 
above  iheni.  There  arc  nmoog  (hem  wme  verj- 
stout  and  liondsome  men ;  and  it  is  ridiculous 
lo  see  svmctimes  all  their  strength  devoted  to 
the  charge  of  a  sickly  puppy  ;— to  take  care  of 
(logs  being  their  principal  occupation ! 

A  great  argument  in  favour  of  the  fidelity  uf 
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ithc  women  is  their  vuluntary  sacrifice  on  tliefune- 
ral  pile  of  their  lords.  It  is  not  very  likely  that 
the  wife,  who  would  deem  it  disgraceful  to  siir- 
Tive  her  hu&band,  would  offend  agninst  Iiiin 
while  living. 
B  A  vvry  npjialling  otory  of  the  madness  of  Jea- 
lousy i*  related  of  an  officer  who  was  brought 
up  in  the  Mahratta  service,  and  in  mature  age 
came  over  to  ours.  He  had  three  wives,  and 
conceived  suspicions  sgiunst  them  all.  Without 
explaining  his  motives,  lie  desired  them  to  mci't 
him  in  his  room  one  morning,  attired  in  tlieir 
ricbe*!  apparel  and  most  costly  jewels.  On  en- 
tering, he  is  supposed  to  have  commanded  them 
to  sink  on  their  knees,  and  confess  their  wick- 
ednv»s.  '*  Alas '.  what  ignorant  ftin  have  we 
emnmitled  ?"  like  unhappy  Desdemona,  was  all 
that  they  could  utter.  Their  furious  Otlielto 
wsa  as  determined,  and,  without  listening  to 
their  appeals  to  bis  mercy  and  his  love,  drew 
his  sabre,  and  severed  their  heads  from  their 
bodies.  The  report  uf  a  pistol  drew  some  of  ht> 
attendants  to  the  room;  and,  on  breaking  H 
vpoa,  they  found  tlic  murderer  and  his  miscr*- 
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iilc  vR-liins  cKiiil  and  tMithctl  in  bIcKxl !  I  nrrn- 
heard  thai  any  Broundi  were  discovered  for  hbi 
horrible  rerengv;  nor  indeed  could  any  or  the 
"  triflvH  lij;hl  lu  air,"  which  f^row  so  alarmttigly 
in  the  jealous  mind,  be  traced.  I  question  irh«- 
tber  iIk*  BnnaU  of  any  Tiirktuh  harem  could 
aflurd  B  niorc  terrible  picture,  la  Turkey  the 
liusbond  slaughters  from  cruelty  only ;  bow- 
ever,  he  is  not  likely  to  Murifice  himself.  Some 
honour  may  be  allowed  (a  miteraUe  one)  to 
have  muv<-d  this  Indian  munlervr — as  be  did 
add  himself  to  the  number  of  the  slain. 

The  easy  mode  in  which  marriages  are  managed 
in  lliv  hilK  niaketi  the  chanees  of  jealousy  %-ery 
light  iixU-ed.  Tlio  women,  as  I  have  before 
obwrved,  have  all  tl>e  advantage  on  (heir  side — 
a  plurality  of  huNlMinds ;  for  wlien  so  many  mot 
arc  MtifCed  to  shore  in  their  aiTectiooit,  it  tit  not 
very  likifly  lliat  their  lives  will  be  disturbed  by 
"  the  green -eye<l  monster." 

In  eome  districts,  or  among  some  iribea  in  the 
hills,  the  women  are  privileged  to  divorce  their 
husbands  as  often  as  tliey  please :  so  a  caprieiuux 
dame  may  enjoy  tlw  murtificatioD  of  all  the  men 
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of  her  village,  if  it  coutd  be  potiuble  to  mortify 
such  cold-h«artcd  gentlemen.  I  never  met  but 
one  husband  who  had  rcaUy  Buffered  under  this 
custom.  Ttiv  mant  who  bcggrd  soaiothing  to 
buy  a  |)ctticoat  for  hiswifci  however,  entcrtain- 
ed  «eriuu«  opprchcnMonKofsuch;!  ftitc,  if  wpdid 
not  relifve  liim.  I'hc  viUugt-r,  who  accompanied 
UM  ms  guitle  from  Nongoiij;  to  Burkotce,  com> 
plninnl  of  his  cruel  futv,  in  having  bccD  married 
to,  aod  divorced  from,  three  or  four  wives: 
"  And  yet,"  he  said,  "  I  wd  young,  have  a 
good  liause,  and  potwews  n)ore  land  than  any 
other  in  llie  village."  He  had  evidently  volun- 
teered to  accom[)any  us,  fur  the  jnirgwite  of  tell- 
ing hU  sad  tale.  lie  was  a  good-looking  youth, 
teemed  to  be  about  twenty,  and,  after  expa- 
tiating at  Bomc  length  on  the  [)ervvr»t-iH.'»s  of  his 
fate,  he  besought  my  advice  to  teach  him  how 
to  woo;  I  was  too  litllc  m-quuinted  with  the 
feelings  of  the  mountain  maids  to  be  a  valuable 
confidant;  but  gave  hint  all  the  comtolation  I 
could  think  of.  When  I  told  him,  however, 
thai  my  own  experience  would  not  assist  him 
much,  (for  I  had  yet  won  no  wife  for  myself,) 
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throughout  the  twt^nty-four  hours :  lo  even 
n  clinmtc  U  rarely  met  with  in  any  jiart  of  the 
wwld. 

Although  every  thing  h  extremely  damp,  and 
wc  cmnnot  ohtain  a  glance  of  the  aun,  I  do  not 
<£nd  that  people  complaiuofcolds  or  rheumatism, 
or  any  of  the  accompaniments  of  a  moist  atmo- 
sphere. On  the  contrary,  every  person  hoa§ts 
of  his  health,  and  praises  the  climate.  In  the 
morning,  sometimes,  wg  have  a  dear  view  of  the 
«iowy  range  to  the  north-ejist :  the  early  riser 
may  be  rewarded  by  beholding  (he  most  besu- 
tifiil  Nun-rise  (hat  tlir  imagination  can  conceive— 
a  chain  of  snow,  reaching  nearly  from  Cabul  to 
Thibet,  changing  into  all  the  colours  that  the 
groiring  day  can  paint !  It  would  be  difKcult 
to  match  this  mxne  in  any  other  situation  upon 
earth. 

Towards  the  middle  of  September,  the  rain 
b^n  lo  abate  its  force;  a  little  still  falling, 
however,  in  Kome  quantity  every  day,  and  the 
temperature  continuing  still  at  G2".  The  wet 
■p|>ears  to  be  confined  lo  the  range  bounding  the 


vallr^  OD  which  wc  afc  for  three  days'  jour- 
ney inwanli  from  ihb,  there  lias  bctm  no  fall 
(or  9oin«  time;  and  in  tb«  fdains,  the  rainj 
>  mttn  to  have  already  broken  up. 
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l>«KantfromLan<lour— TheniinfMOKD— roIica*tiitioi)— Th« 
Klicrt  Pn4s — Soundi  of  revolrv-Mclflnrholy  im-moriuli — 
pDaforlb— VillngoafKlu'ti'— Viatcnlhuiticono — Kucuttion 
tfarongh  waur— RUe  uf  tlii)  Calliiiudil}- — Gmu  (huuiiiI — 
A|[»«>U*  ducovciy — Haly  wili-r — Actlre  ]>nip>iaiiODB — 
PiiuiiK*i)fllH<TiT*r — Xighl  anciua|>mii[it — Diwhuad  d««mt>- 
w) — Kara  of  lb*  HiniiiM<4— Kniil  or  [Im>  Ktn<f»l*»* — A  Torh- 
ub  ilinaw — B«Kuai  Inniroo'a  treopa — A  BtniUgnni — Tlie 
dii^rurd  GcniM^I  —  FmjihIp  lynnt  —  Hsggiigi>.lrtKimr»~ 
Iloiidi  in  [Tppoi  (ndii — KuIowIvp — Suva.  rrKunning  Foat- 
men — Fanulo*  bI  the  w«ll — Culoni  omlom — Metmit.  ■  mi- 
litary lUEicin — Scaiciiy  of  womori'— Mtgnificuit  Iwtival — 
AmuiDnmnu  at  Meorut — ColooMl&liQiiitt'*  Lone — TniTd> 
linft  in  k  p>luiqaia^&uUTn  bypurbalu — (iliaul  urtihiir- 
■Doktaiir — IiilDrioror>boal~-SinKiil»nari{ptlJon — Ksnucli* 
abad— Curioui  clod — Imli)^)  liii-loni* — IU«rr  •rwicrF— 
UaUomatao  ciTrfirui>iu«»— -Cooking  and  oating^ — lli«lo«tkay* 
— Crociidilra— Chaot  oTGaoiiporo— Abudgerow — Boati  at 
CawniWrn — Mootwl  ti'shIi — Gnnoinl  clainour — AllraoUOU 
of  ■  bixur — Appoaraoco  of  patlvo  tdnni — SnldUrv'  wiirM, 
&0. — Hogpilal  tnusport — Auiubnlau  tK*U 

Skpt.  SSnd. — Al  lengtli  tlic  djy  arrived  for 
quitting  th«9e  delightful  regions,  nnd  descending 
lo  ifae  aultry  pluins  once  more.     It  had  cca.M^\ 
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At  the  foot  of  the  hills  we  found  our  horses 
nad  canieU;  and,  tr^'ing  to  forget  the  freedom 
<^  the  iip)><>r  world,  cominencL-d  oiir  journey 
this  morning  to  Dehra  at  dajltght,  in  order  thai 
«e  might  be  under  cover  before  the  sun  ros^ 
Wc  had  no  sooner  reached  the  tope  of  trees  we 
hod  pitchfxl  upon  for  our  rcsting-grouad  than 
the  most  heavy  rain  commenced,  accompanied 
by  thunder  and  lightning.     Our  tents  were  not 
Mt  to  keep  it  out ;  and  wc  apprehended  every 
inoDivnt  being  unroofed.     \Vc  now  discovered 
bow  premature  we  had  been  in  our  descent ;  hul 
it  was  loo  late  to  retrieve  the  error,  and  wc  wrre 
obliged  to  continue.    1  have  before  noticed  how 
melancholy  a  thinga  rainy  day  it;  under  canvass, 
particularly  such  flimsy  alfaint  a.t  we  are  reduced 
to,  for  wc  have  not  been  able  to  replace  our 
mountain  tents,  and  the  water  trickles  through 
them  in  every  directioo. 

Our  abodesresemhle  good-sized  showcr>baths: 
and  wc  arc  forced  to  sit  the  best  part  of  the  day 
with  umbrellas  over  our  heads.  Wise  peopU- 
never  venture  into  tents  until  the  rainy  season  is 
completely  at  an  end;  for,  independently  of  the 
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police  station  on  the  inner  side  of  the  valley : 
and  an  important-looking  personage,  with  a 
broad  scarlet  belt  over  his  shoulders,  nod  a 
i^rgi:  brass  breast-plate  upon  it,  un  which  was 
engraved  his  office,  superintended  tlic  dcpsrt- 
inent. 

Rough  erags  overhung  the  little  river,  in 
which  our  servants  eaught  a  few  fish ;  and  all 
seemed  to  indicate  the  pass  by  whieh  n  sortie 
from  the  Dtuwn  was  to  be  made :  so  narrow 
was  the  mouth,  that  it  might  have  been  closed 
with  gates  of  iron,  like  ihi;  Happy  Valley  of 
Ranclas.  If.  with  all  the  bhuidishinenis  thitt 
were  lavished  upon  hini,  however,  he  wislied  to 
e«cape  from  il,  it  ik  no  wonder  thill  in  the  present 
»tatr  of  our  vulk-y,  we  were  very  loth  to  cun- 
tinue  lunger  among  ils  beauties;  for  with  beau- 
lies  it  most  undoubtetlly  abounds.  The  neare«t 
resemblance  I  can  End  to  its  general  apjiear- 
ance  in  the  Ka&t,  it  in  some  of  tJic  wildest  scene) 
in  the  interior  of  Ceylon.  Its  rough  crags, 
rapid  streams,  wooded  hills,  and  long  gm*,  all 
remind^  me  of  that  island  :  and  there  are  in 
that  isle  some  of  the  loveliest  scenes  in  tuturc: 
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for  the  crio  of  Cooius  and  hia  crew ;  for  with 
such  noises. 


and, 


"  nigbt  by  night, 
H*  uid  hi*  ■DODdroua  nut  w«  liMrd  to  boirl — " 


"  Within  th«  bofoni  of  Ibii  hideous  itodiI- 


hc  might  have  found  a  fitting  cover  for  hia  evil 
doings. 

On  emerging  from  our  winding  delt,  liowever, 
how  were  our  fairy  fancies  put  to  flight,  when 
we  perceived  a  string  of  three  palanquins,  from 
the  grunting  bearers  of  wliJch  proceeded  nil  the 
"  tumultuous  mirtlit"  that  hud  come  to 

"  ToTidg  lbs  dla&M  of  tb*M  lonoly  ihkdM." 

There  were  about  forty  half-naked  figure*, 
some  under  tlie  poles  of  the  pallteee,  while  the 
o(h«n  were  scattered  wildly  about,  splashing 
through  the  water,  and  howling  with  the  per- 
severance of  jackals.  As  it  was  very  soon  aAer 
daylight,  some  of  their  torches  were  still  alight, 
and  added  to  the  singularity,  and  almost  barba- 
rity of  the  scene. 

Wo  found  Bcquaiotances  id  the  palaDquins — 
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■n  officer  or  tlte  dvil  service,  and  his  family,  on 
thvir  wny  to  Landour.  There  was  no  time  for 
long  parlcv,  ami  we  soon  lost  sigbt  of  each 
ot)»er.  The  noise  of  the  bearers  continued  for 
aorne  time  to  resound  among  the  ttills  and  we 
were  loth  to  believe  that  we  were  not  still  tra- 
velling upoD  enchanted  ground- 
On  leaving  the  passage  of  the  hills,  we  found 
the  water  diminish,  but  the  rood  continued  a.i 
ttoiiy  AS  ever-  The  suu  was  now  up,  and  we 
halted  to  breakfast,  and  t)>ei)t  (he  hent  of  tlte 
day  more  in  the  jungle  than  ve  had  vwn  doot- 
the  night  before.  We  were  without  tbc  hill* 
that  cloacin  the  Dhoon,  but  in  the  mid.->t  of  the 
Saul  forest,  through  which  I  had  huntctl  sotnc 
linte  before.  We  oould  not  move  fifty  yiird« 
(Vom  our  little  tent  without  losing  ouraelw*  in 
the  midst  of  swampy  ground  and  long  grass, 
with  the  probability  of  furnishing  a  repast  to 
some  tiger :  for  this  spot  liad  all  the  appearance 
of  being  thickly  inhabited  by  tltem:  and  do4v 
to  tis  was  a  niclanchuly  Dicuxmal  of  ttie  death 
of  some  traveller  ur  iiuntsiiuui  by  one — ■  loose 
heap  of  stoues,  with  ■  long  bamboo  rising  from 
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the  centre  of  it,  with  a  small  white  pennant 
floating  at  its  taper  point.  Such  rcmcmtirancera 
of  taoTtolity  arc  sufficiently  startling  in  the 
midst  of  the  fori-st ;  and  the  tnliinry  traveller,  as 
night  draws  round  him,  suddenly  coming  upon 
ODe,  is  not  likrty  to  h»vi;  hiK  muditalions  )in< 
proved  OS  he  purnucs  his  weary  way. 

We  found,  towards  the  afternoon,  that  our 
servants  and  beast§  of  hurden  were  so  tired,  that 
we  must  pass  the  night  at  this  place,  where  we 
had  only  meditated  remaining  during  the  heat 
of  the  sun.  The  day  had  gone,  and  the  night 
soon  passes  in  this  country  ;  so  we  did  not  rv- 
pioe  much  at  the  calamity.  Our  people  were 
alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  being  disturbed  by 
tigers,  and  made  every  preparation  fur  keeping 
large  fires  which  blnxcd  awny  during  the  whole 
night.  The  cry  of  the  jackal  and  the  scream  uf 
the  hyena  were  all  ihc  disturbance  we  met  with. 

Again  at  <iaylighl  we  mounted  our  horses, 
and  followed  a  narrow  track  through  the  jungle, 
for  above  two  hours:  uniler  foot  it  was  soft 
Htnd,  and  we  got  on  famou.iIy.  Upon  emerg- 
ing from  the  woods,  we  passed  over  a  plain,  io 
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which  teveral  hundred  peacocks  at  le&at  wrrc 
feeding.  It  is  impossible  looonceiveamorrbciiu- 
tiful  scene :  they  were  all  in  fine  fenthrr,  and 
nuny  were  strutting  about  with  thc>  greatest 
vanity.  Our  appearance  soon  spoilml  their 
amuNcmctit.  and  drove  them  scampering  in  every 
direction.  None  of  tliein,  I  observed,  took 
to  the  wing:  but  they  all  ran  so  fast,  that  we 
soon  lost  sight  of  them. 

Wc  had  HOW  completely  reached  the  plains, 
and  found  our  tents  pitched  c1u«c  to  the  village 
of  Khmr,  upon  a  bare  field,  willi  not  ■  tree  to 
shield  ihvm  from  the  botietil  sun  I  ever  felL  It 
was  impoMihlc  to  crmtiniKall  day  here;  and 
observing;  a  large  pevpuUree  at  a  great  distance, 
we  )n:ttimtly  eniigruttnl  towards  it,  and  «at  be. 
neath  tbi:  tliadow  of  itti  branches  while  our 
equipage  was  mm-ing.  It  was  near  this  village 
that  we  had  encamped  when  on  our  tiger  ex- 
cursion in  the  spring;  and,  nothing  daunted 
by  the  ooniretempa  of  the  Punceala's  ee'a,  i's, 
and  o'a,  we  resolved  upon  trying  the  siunc  route 
again :  about  eight  o'cltKk  at  night,  wliile  thr 
moon  was  sliining  hrightly,  we'dvspatdicd  two 
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vamcU  towards  that  place,  meaning  to  set  out 
for  it  otirKelves  the  next  raoroing  at  daylight. 

The  night  was  tho  most  clear  and  lovely  I 
ever  rciuemher  to  have  seen ;  but,  aa  if  doomed 
to  witness  a  8lorm  in  this  nt'ighbourhood,  about 
two  in  the  morning  tliv  nioet  violent  hurricane 
MTtnc  and  nearly  IiiJil  im  flat :  fortunately,  how. 
O'cr,  the  sbclt^T  of  the  tree  preserved  ua.  The 
rain  drove  into  our  tents  in  every  direction  nnd 
with  the  utmost  fury :  our  baggage  and  the 
poor  scrviiDts'  dotlies  were  flying  before  the 
wind ;  and  our  hitherto  pi-aceAblu  little  party 
was  seattered,  like  doves  before  the  eagle.  I 
was  obliged  to  rise  from  my  bed,  and  fold  up 
my  bedding,  ns  I  hod  before  done;  then  hit 
upou  it,  and  bold  nn  umbrella  over  me.  The 
storm  lasted  for  mori'  than  an  hour :  it  was  im- 
posbiblr  to  mt  after  it,  nnd  we  were  up  nnd 
ready  to  start  before  daylight ;  doubtful  of  the 
road,  however,  wc  thought  it  prudent  to  remain 
until  we  coidd  sec  perfectly. 

At  lim,  we  found  the  path  tolerably  good 
over  the  fields,  among  whieh  we  bad  riiCiamped  : 
coming  suddenly,  however,  into  long  grass,  we 
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did  not  peronvc  the  quantity  of  iratcr  on  tbe 
ground,  till  we  had  got  no  cl<t'[>ly  invuJved  h 
it,  we  found  it  impotsilile  lo  proceed  with  Mfeti, 
ttnd  difRcult  to  retire.  We  urged  our  liunn 
on ;  the  wattr  soon  reached  tb«ir  girths,  and  «v 
became  almost  lo«t  in  a  wide  sea.  There  wen 
no  landmarks,  we  may  real);  aay,  to  guide  lu. 
We  waded  up  and  down,  and  knew  oot  whtek 
way  to  stir :  there  were  many  copae»  that  bdd 
their  heads  higher  than  anything  in  tbe  ata^ 
bourhqod;  and  to  these  we  rode,  or  alnoM 
swam,  in  hopes  that  we  might  6nd  dry  ground 
to  rest  on,  in  order  to  rccoTcr  our  streogtli 
and  collect  our  thoughts,  but  always  without 
effect. 

The  »un  was  now  growing  very  hot,  and  *till 
we  were  in  the  midst  of  a  wnsle  of  watcrg.  We 
began  to  fivl  icrious  apprehensions ;  wr  bad  b 
completely  lost  the  path,  tlint  to  return  wa»  a* 
impossible  as  to  proceed :  wcdeteruiincd,  ther»> 
fore,  upon  coming  lo  a  halt,  and  cxcrd«ng  out 
lungs  for  a  rescue  Wc  Itad  halloo''d,  I  am 
sure,  for  half  nn  hour,  when  we  beard  a  aound 
so  fninl,  it  rcK-mblcd  a  distant  echo  of  our  own 
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voiws.  We  repeated  our  ithouLt,  bowcvrr,  at)d 
at  IctijE^th  were  answered  more  ditilinctly:  still 
wc  could  see  nothing ;  yet  oor  frii-nd,  or  llie 
■pirit  of  the  waters,  shrieked — we  were  not  very 
dt.'u-  which.  Screaming  with  all  our  might, 
however,  we  moved  in  the  <Urection  of  the 
voice;  praying  that  there  might  be  no  vocal 
WiU-o'-the-wiap  to  jiUgue  us.  We  had  the 
good  fortune,  as  we  approached,  to  find  the 
responsive  shout  grow  louder  and  louder ;  and 
at  length  perceived  a  faquir  with  n  long  |M>Ie  in 
his  hand,  up  to  his  waist  in  water.  He  told  us 
that  he  was  on  the  right  path,  and  that  we 
should  never  have  reachcil  our  ilestination  if  we 
had  n<»t  fnlk-n  in  with  him.  We  were  willing 
to  believe  this,  for  we  found  that  we  had  wan- 
dered nearly  half  an  hour  from  the  proper 
road,  and  were  likely  to  conlinue  in  error  all  the 
day,  if  we  had  not  fallen  in  with  this  devout 
personage,  whose  return  from  pilgrimage  jiroved 
a  nintlcr  of  great  importance  to  us.  He  had 
be<'n  to  Kedar  Nsth  and  Gnngoutri,  and  wc 
looked  upon  him  as  a  fellow. wanderer. 

Wc  moved  slowly  behind  him ;  and,  with  the 
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■wurtwce  <^  his  long  pole,  ami  bis  gml  Lao*- 
Icdgv  of  the  oouDtr^,  be  was  cDaUcri  h>  keep  « 
on  the  right  path.  We  irere  rootv  ihsn  u  boat 
before  we  got  completely  out  of  ibe  watrrj  de- 
sert: we  then  cntt-ird  upon  a  tract  of  Und  when 
the  water  had  bc«n,  and  over  which  we  fiwad  il 
still  more  difficult  to  move.  It  was  a  peHtct 
tnarsh,  in  which  we  sunk  to  the  boneft*  bm* 
every  step:  in  attempting  to  lead  tbem  «c 
found  tn&ttcrx  rrra  wurte ;  for  then  both  oor- 
•dvea  and  hoTMrs  stuck  in  ihc  mud. 

1  made  a  resolutton  that  this  should  be  pa«- 
Urdjr  the  la&t  time  of  bit  visiting  Pumeah; 
this  pUce  was  eridratly  not  iniciHled  for  am. 
When  we  escaped  from  the  marsh,  and  reached 
the  banks  of  the  Callinuddj,  a  small  stitam 
orer  which  we  expected  eatily  tu  ford,  we  wen 
dismayed  by  seeiitj;  our  camels  lying  down  eat 
the  near  bank.  They  had  bwn  nmrly  drowned. 
the  drivers  asuired  me.  during  the  night,  and 
had  reached  that  spot  at  daylight,  and  funnd 
t)»e  river  so  swollen  by  the  rain,  that  it  waa  ii»< 
possible  to  pass  over- 
it  was  nearly  eleven  o'clock ;  to  we  had  bcea 


COATS   IS   OAMCKB.  30] 

from  daylight  trAwlling  6ve  miles.  The  stream 
wa*  Mtill  so  ck-cp  aiul  ro  rapid,  that  I  saw  but 
little  prcnjicGt  of  getting  through  it.  My  goat< 
benl  hnd,  Kutne  time  before  my  arrival,  cnrried 
the  goata  to  some  distance  al>ove  the  .tlrc^nt, 
growing  tired  I  auppoiie  of  waitiog  on  (hii  hank, 
while  I  here  vas  s  tempting  village  on  the  oppooite 
tide.  In  u  few  minutes  the  poor  animals  came 
down  t)ic  tiviT  at  a  tremcttdous  ratr,  blenting 
mo»l  miK-rubly.  Tlidr  incoiisidc-rutv  »hcphcrd, 
faocying  thai  a  wind  in  the  rivor,  which  canned 
the  waters  to  hear  to  the  o|>[K>.iile  liuiik,  would 
have  swept  them  acruas,  eiitni>tt-d  them  to  their 
fortune:  they  went  crying  down  the  Btream, 
liowever,  with  very  little  prospect  of  l>eing  ivaved. 
There  was  a  general  pursuit :  my  brother  and 
myself,  being  the  only  mounted  ones  of  the  jiarty, 
galloped  our  unliappy  hor»e&,  almost  dead  with 
Eatigue,  along  the  banks ;  while  all  the  footmen 
we  could  muster,  flying  with  their  utmost  speed, 
nearly  kept  up  witli  ua.  They  were  armed  with 
long  sticks,  which  the  natives  generally  carry 
when  traveling,  and  shouted  loudly  to  encou* 
rage  the  poor  goats  to  draw  to  the  baak.  It  was 
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by  the  current  out  of 

were  nearly  swept  «« 

tuutely  peiodvcd  a  bi 

us,  reccbing  sooie  wtij 

which  they  would  «■! 

teDedon;  and,  potda| 

stood  ready  to  wAm. 

Wheo  they  arrived,  i 

which    we    proved   i 

drowned  goato  were  tM 

It  had  become  now 

make  the  experiment  i 

The  side  on  whidi  « 

tree  of  any  deacripti 

waa  not,  all  was  whit 
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it  had  a  small  one  on  the  water-side,)  nnd  ihcn,- 
wa.i  a  landing-place  s  little  witlimit  it. 

From  the  place  we  chose  to  start  from  (whicli 
was  considerably  above  the  stream,}  to  this 
ghaut,  was  about  three  huiidrt-d  yards:  wc 
found  it  was  necessary  ti>  swim  nur  hofinri*  Hfrow ; 
and  to  great  a  struggle  had  we  to  gain  the  pro- 
posed pnint,  thot  I  began  to  despair  of  crer 
getting  the  camels  over.  About  the  middle  of 
the  stream  was  a  capsiied  bulliK-'k  hackery, 
which  had  Iwcn  ladwi  wiili  MHbi-wiitcr  for  the 
rrfi-eNhment  of  Nome  gentleman  in  the  Dhoon. 
Wc  discovered  u  few  ^tone  bottles,  that  had 
been  saved  from  it,  and  were  loo  thirsty  to  stand 
upon  ceremony  with  it-  It  was  a  most  timely 
discovery ;  and  the  popping  of  the  corks  «T%ed 
as  on  amusement  to  the  villagers,  who  hail  by 
this  lime  assembUnl  in  great  numbers  about  us. 
It  was  the  first  time,  perhaps,  they  had  ever 
Kcn  "  Utillathe  panee"  or  English  water,  as  I 
Diay  venture  to  call  it ;  for  that  word  is  gene* 
raJly  applied  to  every  thing  that  comes  from 
our  country. 

A  native  acrvant  once  n»ki,<d  me  gravely,  if 
VOL.    ti.  X 


wfao^  to  all 
'  <■  oof  om 

lO) 

ana  of  the  lil- 
'  vmr  keg  the  rinr 
^  •»  dov  oar  b^g^ 
I  fad  plnty  of  pco- 
We  dctenBiBtd. 
aj  a  tW  BXMt  d>dtfna 
fadk  Ai<  «a>  odqI  cMngli  to 
feny.  He  kd  Bs  to  the  bttiLt 
.  rtood  a  vet^r  pn^t  j 
•f  Mepft  fron  it*  pnch  to 
tofe  the  cTWBMa  bath 
hchiDd  it  WB»  a  tfakL 
ihroogb  vhich  the  nm 
All  was  to  uill  aad  as* 
the  beat  of  the  day,  thit 
■ad  her  nyntphft  night  have  tchvted 
this  spot  for  their  diveraotts;  and  «e  nen  w 
tind.  that  «e  could  Kaneljr  have  mond  fivtu 
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our  shsdv  retrcut  to  have  interrupted  them  by 
our  curiosity. 

A  ]iltlc  before  three  o'clock,  otir  servants  be- 
gan to  creep  ill,  and  unaouncoi)  (lint  l)ie  whole 
of  the  cjtni(.-lx  hud  urrivecf  on  the  (i{i)x)Ki(e  blink 
of  the  riviT,  which  hud  fullen  ttt  much,  that 
there  was  every  chance  of  their  crossing  it  be- 
fore %\x  o'clock.  We  were  not  sorry  to  receive 
this  addition  to  our  party,  and  commenced 
active  prcparatioDti  for  breakfast,  which  we  bad 
not  yrt  been  able  to  effect.  Itetween  four  and 
Gve  we  made  uur  appearance  on  the  banks  of 
the  Hver :  and,  although  it  was  still  very  rapid, 
I  thought  it  had  subsided  sufficiently  to  enable 
all  tu  get  across.  Camels  ate  most  helpless  in 
dn-p  water,  and  it  is  nut  uncommon  for  them  to 
turn  completely  over  on  their  sides — a  feat  they 
had  performed  two  or  three  times  in  the  course 
of  their  journey  from  Khere  in  the  morning.  All 
my  tilings  were  wet;  and  a  number  of  stufTcd 
birds,  tbc  Monol  and  horned  pheasant  of  the 
mountain*,  were  so  spoiled,  I  waa  obliged  to 
throw  them  avray. 

The  pnsaagv  of  the  river  prewnted  an  active 
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rA»ACt:  or  the  bitbb. 

We  had  enlisted  all  the  people  of 

Tillage  into  the  oprrations,   making  them  can},: 

aT«r  tbe  lifter  things  upMi  tb<?ir  heads :  irUk 

three  or  fbor  rarD  wtrv  attached  to  tbe  ndn  of 

each  ckhmI.  as  guide*  and  protevton.     After  a 

Ipvat  deal  of  pretiniioar^-  MTGaming  and  seM- 

\  ia§,  «e  got  our  little   artn^    fairly  lauDcfani. 

with  the  first  di«isioD  of  baggage :  in  a  Hltk 

aoute  thao  aa  hour,    we  managed  la  get  tbe 

«boleof  it  over,  without  any  loss  or  accideoL 

We  arv  about  five  miles  from  where  we  paned 
lad  oigfal,  aitd  we  have  been  just  twa-aad-twrntj 
boor*  ID  making  the  journey.  Our  tent*  «cre 
pitched  attkODg  the  mango-lrers  beside  tbe  lake, 
aad  the  quiet  rrtmt  fur  the  ^IHifs  of  the 
wa*  aooD  rouvcrted  inlo  a  fcvne  uf  bustle 
uproar ;  fire»  blazed  in  everi,-  dirvctiun,  and  cik< 
and  CUTTY  were  being  uuu)dt<)  quickly  into  •ha] 
Tbe  bead  man  of  tbe  village,  who  had  paid 
dcToleil  attention  tbnnigh  the  whole  of  our  di 
cultie«,  was  resulved  that  we  should  be  wetl 
watched  during  tbe  night.  He  posted  a  string 
C'huokedan  round  our  encanipcncnt,  and  one 
the  door  of  each  tcnL     Thicn-s  weie  not  likHy 
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to  l)t  favoured  by  the  nifijht  in  their  researches, 
for  the  moon  won  benutiftilly  hriflht :  however. 
these  croaking  pers(in«  were,  I  have  n»  ihnibt, 
of  f^enl  line. 

It  wfli  too  hot  tu  sloep;  anil  lui  I  k^it  the 
curtain  of  my  tent  up,  I  was  amu*Ml  hy  their 
figure*,  nml  the  loud  gruntu  that  proceeded  from 
them.  They  sat  upon  their  hams  in  the  same 
spot  all  night,  covered  with  blankets  that  cod- 
cefllcd  their  bodies  and  gave  them  the  appear- 
ance of  round  jnrs,  while  their  heads  iilone 
«^emcd  moveable;  and,  indeed,  covered  with 
large  folds  of  cloth,  they  might  have  posMwl  for 
ihemouthaof  ihejant-  If  they  had  been  drawn 
up  in  a  line,  they  would  have  tempted  the  fate 
of  the  "forty  thieves,"  had  any  adventuruus 
Morgiana  been  by. 

Sept.  8th. — Before  daylight  we  struck  our 
camp,  and  proceeded  towards  the  now  celebrated 
Punecolo,  at  least  to  me.  It  was  distant  twelve 
cam;  and  wc  proposed  breakfasting  midway, 
and  sending  our  caravan  oii,  if  we  could  iinci  a 
tope  of  trees  to  sit  in.  We  took  great  care  not 
to  wander  in  quest  of  the  many  villages  wc  had 


brftNV  bccmnr  ncquuntMl  wilh,  nur  to  rinj;  tbc 
cfaaagBi  ttpan  the  finite  rowel*  m  so  tnocssant  a 
manner  ao  that  promiiwd  to  be  Wc  traversed 
a  long  and  timry  plain :  thcrr  trcre  fc*r  trees, 
md  noTiUagr«  uf  itnparlancic  enough  to  appear 
more  than  mall  moundb  of  earth ;  for  the 
bouwa  are  geaemlK-  of  that  colour,  being  built 
of  unbaked  bricks,  (cwlinki,  as  tbev  arc  termed 
in  HindiMtannr,)  and  having  walla  of  mud 
nMfld  thcfni. 

When  we  had  ridden  about  twelve  iitik-s  we 
perceived,  in  the  neiglibuurhood  of  a  ttilernbly 
need  Tillage,  through  the  street  of  which  we 
passed,  a  plantation  of  some  extent :  a  portion 
of  it  seemed  to  be  a  garden  of  fruit-trees,  with 
a  Bmoulh  lawn  beneath :  there  was  a  well  in  the 
niiilnl  of  it,  anil  we  breakfasted  and  passed  tin- 
hent  of  the  day  under  tlie  shelter  of  the  branches- 
There  were  a  great  many  fine  peeput-trees  in 
the  neighbourhood,  tliat  gave  food  to  the  camels, 
wliieh  baited  awhile  to  bait. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  lameness  of  a  jour- 
ney at  this  season  of  the  year  through  the  witle 
plains  of  Upper  India;  and  to  uh,  whohad  jutt 
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left  ihenioflt  majestic  and  bcautirul  scciicry  in 
the  world,  and  who  had  pa^wd  thruii^^h  a  rc;;ion 
of  pomflnce  almost  to  reach  it,  the  effect  was  sad 
l>ejnnd  description.  There  is  nothing  in  one  of 
ihcTie  tremendous  plains  to  relieve  the  eye,  cither 
hy  its  verdure  or  its  form;  snd  the  villages 
being,  as  I  haw  before  ubMrved,  of  a  clay 
colour,  ore  more  unpleasant  to  look  upon  than 
evvn  the  long  fields. 

The  hushnndnien  in  theiw  provinces  nere 
ohitgt-d  form<Tly  to  iuhl  the  offiee  of  Mildier  to 
(heir  more  |)eaceahU-  one,  and  nil  the  villages 
were  surrounded  by  high  wnlls  of  mud,  which 
generally  approached  in  shape  to  a  square, 
baring  a  tower  or  bastion  nt  ciich  nngle,  with  a 
large  gate  in  the  centre  of  one  of  its  flux*. 
Within,  the  sireels  are  very  narrow,  and  the 
houses  low  an<i  durk :  the  sliops  have  a  small 
terrace  or  verandah  in  front,  the  fltxtr  of  wUieli 
is  kept  very  clean ;  and  there  the  merchant  ut* 
with  hi&commodities  about  him.  I  do  not  think 
the  towns  are  generally  conspicuous  for  cleanli- 
ness in  their  streets,  although  I  t>elievc  the 
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room*  (if  Ruch  they  may  be  called)  are  niOct- 
ciiUf  atat  and  jiroper. 

Tf)i>re  U  always  eoougfa  to  offend  the  noM;,  as 
well  a»  lite  ears  and  the  eyes.  Mia»able  half- 
starved  dog»  are  to  be  seen  at  all  titnes  trying 
to  rake  out  some  stinking  food  from  tbe  besps 
of  dirt  that  are  fuled  up  at  the  end  of  a  street ; 
and  when  the  wind  blows,  the  chafT  and  ihc 
<lu&t  are  driven  about  at  a  terrible  rate ;  and  tbe 
flii-snrc beyond  all  number.  Id  eudi  villages  aa 
th«  one  I  am  now  n«Ar,  tho  inhnbJtantg  arc  gtn^ 
rally  agriciiltttrali^)!,  and  tlicy  do  not  carry  on 
any  great  traffic  ;  llieir  nho))*,  therefore,  arc  very 
few.  No  place,  Irawcver  Kmoll,  is  without  a 
pro)M)rtioit  of  every  tra<tc :  lliere  is  olwravK  a 
nmith,  a  tarjienter,  leather-4lrt^M«r,  barbrr,  &c-, 
and  about  llie  smiths'  ^liops  may  be  tixn  various 
loungers,  gottsiping  and  watching  the  sparks,  as 
in  more  rcRned  villages ;  for  1  fancy  the  forge 
hn«  been  the  great  ren<Iexvoiis  for  rillo^  poli- 
ticians. 

The  smiths'  apparatus  is  very  simple:  rht-y 
have  no  Ik'Howb,  but  un;  a  niudl  fan  to  kindle  a 
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flame;  and  the  whole  smithy  iiiiglit  be  tran»- 
jmrtcd  from  house  to  house  id  the  hand*  of  lh« 
blacksmith.  In  pitnng  the  h<K)f  i>r  a  horse, 
the  farricns  une  a  weapon  so  blunt  anil  w  awk- 
wan),  that  you  iremble  while  you  witness  the 
ii|M-ration.  They  always  put  thi.'  shoe  on  cold : 
but  too  often,  instead  of  fitting  it  to  the  foot, 
nsp  it  down  to  the  siee  of  the  xhoc,  placing  a 
round  piece  of  wochI  under  it,  and  making  the 
animal  rest  his  foot  ti]Kin  it.  They  sit  under 
hi«  body  with  the  fiH>t  between  their  legs ;  and 
stineying  it  k-i«urely,  laup  away  until  it  i%  re- 
duced to  the  wooden  model,  which,  like  the  Khoe 
of  one  Chinew  lady,  must  be  able  to  lit  the 
whole  nation  We  passed  an  undi&turbed  day 
aiiunig  thv  trem  wc  had  chosen  for  our  retreat ; 
and  in  the  cool  of  tlic  evening  rode  over  to  Pii- 
necalu,  where  wc  dined  and  pKsstd  the  night. 

Tiii»  morning  we  pursued  the  same  road  that 
we  had  done  before,  and  reached  tiie  bunks  of 
tite  Tank  near  Deobund.  We  rmle  through 
the  town,  the  principal  street  of  which  wok  very 
long  and  narrow,  with  tolerably  good  !>bo)i«  on 
cacb  side.     The  liau«c«  were  high,  »ome  having 
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I  of  tk  hM  «Mb  nr  be  1^  «. 
^mwrnthom  dw  ■Kof  toCtia.:  bat  » 
ts  ■Bdjpse  tfa  »ip>eact'  of  aa- 
b^Hol  kat,  tbr  RHoa  it  vUcli  the  I 
^  Tkoe  va»  oo*  a  bctaA  frf'  sir  tbe- ' 
A7;  J^wfM  havi^  bftm  Watttaol 

>«r  «Ucfa  tbeogil  » 
Ae  cjrcs  aad  ictnlcd  dM  beat 
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There  was  not  n  bird  to  be  seen  or  hcnn),  snd 
the  very  flic«  wi-nifd  tn  slinre  in  Ihc  grncrnl  0]>- 
prt-fsioii:  tltv  r«>tlt^  mulioiism)  incvKwiiit  liiim 
of  lh«  muMiuilm-s  «1onc  prcvi-nU-il  tii«  perfect 
toqwr  we  Rii};lit  »thcTwi«c  have  fiilUii  inlo.  All 
ilic  itcrvuntu  mid  f(>lh)wvTH  were  hapfHiy  fast 
a*le«p  beneath  the  Nhadov  of  the  surrounding 
trveii;  and  themcljuichulyfarv»rn  camel,  as  its 
loirer  Jaw  moved  *lowlyu]>anddown  in  the  act  of 
chewing  the  cud,  its  teeth  numetiines  grinding, 
as  if  by  accident  it  had  missed  the  object  of  ilii 
rumination,  was  the  only  proof  (a  mo»t  wither- 
ing one)  of  life  being  still  in  the  midst  of  our 
little  camp. 

iVerer  was  the  rising  of  the  t.ua  so  prayed  for 
during  a  stormy  night,  as  it*  Milling  i%  by  xta 
through  the  glare  of  dny ;  and  moxt  Midden 
and  delightful  arc  tiie  effects  of  that  moment 
upon  ur.  Then  every  one  arises,  and  all  crn- 
lurea  neem  [o  grow  alive  again:  fires  ore  kln- 
dlctl  and  dinners  cooked,  and  the  various  easts 
as)iuR>e  (heir  picturesque  position  and  interesting 
oocupationt. 

The  Hindoos  hare  always  been  called  ex- 
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Mtoiiiijiiiif;  pcntrvt-ranctf.  TheitPcakcA  arc  mode 
of  coarse*  iiiicleansietl  flour,  and  baked  upon  a 
(in  plntc;  and  are  indeed  not  unlike  the  girdle 
vakeit  of  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  which 
xhcHilu  Ih.-  the  classical  food  lo  one  !tC({naintod 
with  (he  legends  of  that  couutry,  and  as  fond  of 
ihem  aa  I  am. 

TIio§e  who  can  afford  a  nioro  OLpensivc  food, 
generally  live  on  rice  mixed  with  a  yellow  grain 
cnllfd  dhul,  iu>d  inwie  snvoury  with  raua-K  and 
pickli».  The  Rcngaleiie  ure  much  ttiinoyiKl  in 
the  upjier  provinces,  where  the  price  of  rice  it 
too  high  for  Ihem  to  enjoy  their  favourite  food ; 
and  are  a  long  time  Iwfore  they  become  perfectly 
reconciU-d  to  the  wheaten  cake.  Dining,  with 
these,  is  a  more  elaborate  affair  tlinn  with  the 
formt-r;  fur  Ihvy  hnvc  to  knead  tlieir  food  into 
Ntnall  round  balls  with  their  fingerit  and  thumb, 
before  they  can  venture  to  taste  it;  and  the 
neatness  with  which  they  effect  this,  and  the 
dexterity  with  which  they  pop  the  little  balls 
into  their  mouths,  is  above  nil  praise. 

I  looked  with  some  intcTest  at  this  cereuiony 
when  I  first  observed  it,  from  the  reniembrauce 
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otmj  eoniplrto  fsilurr,  whrn  dining  d  la  Turfjut 
on  the  rirer  Nilf,  in  the  snme  feal.  It  wnj  at 
the  tabli-  of  the  French  Colonel  Sere,  Sulviitixn 
B«h.  who  has  simv  bvcomc  wpII  knon  n  hn  Mvontl 
hi  commitrtcl  to  Ibrnhiin  Pacha  in  the  Mom. 
He  watt  kim)  (imu;^  to  tnvilc  us  all  to  his  lioat, 
which  had  Ntofipetl  fur  the  ni^ht  cluse  to  ihp 
ruins  of  Thi-bei.  Mv  had  lUKM-inbled  all  t)»c 
fancliiniariei  of  hi«  nrtDv;  for  he  was  on  hi« 
way  tn  A^sniian  to  brin^  a  portion  of  the  newly, 
organized  trofi|)!i  down  luwnnU  Cairo,  with  a 
view,  it  was  rumoured,  of  having  Uicm  ready 
for  an  ex|)cdilioit  aj^nat  the  Greeks.  His  ^-Isl' 
major  forawd  a  singular  group :  there  wen.'  two 
or  three  elderly  mm,  willi  fine  black  beards,  as 
gravcnndqiiict a«Turksoi)j;hl  tobc:  whilethe 
vpiril  of  i)k-  pnrty  was  enttrcd  in  a  iittddlfMiged, 
florjd'fuccd  Ikto,  with  bliiccyesam)  light  brawn 
mu&laehioa,  lie  wa*  the  drum-mj^or-grnt-ral 
of  the  army,  and  annoyed  us  all  night  with 
practising  upon  the  table  a  row^dow-^ow,  lu 
noisy,  if  iK>t  as  correct,  a&  any  drummrr  in 
('hristendont  coold  devise.  We  sat  cnwjuloirj^'d 
round  a  table,  on  which  the  first  dUh  that  ap- 
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peared  was  vemiicf Hi  soup ;  and,  alas !  no 
spoons:  this  waH&ucce«d«dbyaspccie5of curry, 
followed  by  spinach  and  cg^s ;  and  our  disconi- 
fitun?  nas  lomplclo.  Wc  were  obliged  to  par- 
take or  it,  nod  I  aliudder  at  the  recoJloclion, 
how  **  the  tilv«r  skin  va»  laced  nilh  the  golden" 
stream! 

September  3Gth. — At  daylight,  a»  ii»ual,  we 
were  on  horseback,  and  had  tlte  adrantugt^  of  a 
runy  ridi-  to  MujEtifTerntiggFT,  which  pincv  we 
rcachtrd  alwMt  .neven  o'clock.  We  fuuiid  ht-rc  an 
encampment  of  the  Begtim  Siinimo's  troops  from 
Scrdhana.  She  was  nut  among  them,  but  was 
expected  in  a  few  days,  on  an  excursion  through 
her  province.  Their  tents  were  rather  carelessly 
arranged ;  and  their  general  slovenliness  did  not 
fpcak  much  in  favour  of  their  commander's  di»- 
cipline.  fie  was  an  Italian  by  birth,  Signor 
Raggnlini,  and  hod  married  an  adopted  daughter 
of  tlir  Begum'* :  he  had  bc^ii  some  time  in  this 
country,  and  entered  her  senricc  very  soon  after 
his  arrival.  He  iit  not  a  very  military-looking 
person,  am)  makes  »  |>oor  jncturi.-  by  tliv  tide  of 
hia  troops,  wlto  arc  generally  fine,  atouulouking 
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kn  dfB«,  too^  i*  m  appadic  •*  possible  to 
:  a  skj-Uue  jacket,  looped  Jn  c^-cry  dU 
with  ainr^  decks  hi*  _V(.41uw  little  person ; 
vide  •  iamg  cift&D  uf  quilivd  coltun,  of  a  dirty 
fan>«B  colour,  witfa  turbtos  and  sssbes  of  white, 
the  aoifgnD  of  his  ana; ;  trowsers,  do«D 
lo  the  taA»f  gtotniW  of  the  same  uMterial  as 
the  rest,  witfa  Uvowndous  ruMcty-culoun-d  shoes 
opwanls  from  the  toe  to  «  grmt  height. 
map*  e«T>-  swunit  and  iiuiidilocks ; 
uJ,  altlMMigh  their  tuve  not  a  vtry  elegant  ap- 
pnnoer*  when  Mattered  about  ia  small  knoit, 
the  aeniJBels  kmngiog  od  their  poets,  they  hmk 
Htmod;  wild  and  piciurecque.  Id  additiun  to 
tbia  SigBor  B^goliiu.  ( whose  name,  by-the-bye, 
the  tMlivm  corrupt  ioto  on  unfortunately,  ap- 
propriate ooe,  "  Ba|;f:cd-an'>lvan  Sahib,")  tlw 
bi-gum  has  an  aid-dcvcamp.  a  C'aptaii)  Disc,  tlic 
KM)  wf  a  former  ^ncnl  by  an  ndupti-d  dau^icr 
atio^  I  believe.  He  U  a  halfH:iMle;  am)  his 
father  was  factulutn  l»  her  highness  nut  hmg 
a^;  but  tlic  i|u«iTc-lb-d  with  him  upon  some 
Irifliag  matter,  and  disuiis&fd  biui  her  ^eniec. 
ukI  forbade  liitn  her  preaeote.     After  seriral 
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vain  attempts  to  recover  her  favour,  he  esta. 
blishcd  himself  id  one  of  her  houses  at  Kf  eerut, 
whnv  she  usually  resiHce.  She  was  determined 
to  dislodge  him;  hut  he  resolutely  kept  his 
ground.  A  native  prince,  or  prineess,  is  never 
at  a  loss  for  stratagem,  and  she  had  recourse  to 
it.  To  draw  the  fox,  she  pretended  to  pardon 
bim,  and  expressed  great  anxiety  to  see  him 
once  more.  The  general  was  too  delighted  at 
the  prospect  of  reconciliation,  and  readily  em- 
braced her  pm|H>!ial  for  an  audience.  At  twelve 
o'clock,  the  day  after  the  message,  by  her  ap- 
poiolmeiit,  he  presented  himself  at  the  palace 
gale,  when  his  entrance  was  opposed  by  her 
guard,  who  told  him  her  liighnrxs  hod  n^^tolved 
never  to  *cc  him  again,  and  desired  that  ho 
should  instantly  retire.  Diuppoinled  and  in- 
dignant, he  returned  to  bis  former  abode :  and 
there,  "  unkindest  cut  of  all '."  he  was  met  by 
another  party  of  the  guard,  who  had  be<.-n  scut 
roun<l  by  a  different  road  to  take  po«se«d<)n  of 
the  bouse  during  his  absence!  "  The  l>eguni 
desires  never  to  see  you  more,"  wa»  again  thun- 
dered in  his  ears,  and  so  be  was  ^eeted  from  hia 
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Iwt  hoM.  After  having  served  her  faithfully 
all  hi«  life,  he  waa  driven  fortli,  to  reflect,  io  his 
old  age,  on  the  vanity  of  putting  trust  in  pnncn- 
So  rcKolule  a  dame  as  Uegtim  Sumrcx)  U  not 
likely  to  be  moved  by  pity  or  remorse.  If  all 
the  atorieji  told  of  her  be  true,  it  is  a  strange 
sight  to  !tce  the  honour  and  attention  she  meets 
with  from  a  Christian  society.  Many  of  the 
worst  tales  are  currently  believed,  particularly 
ibat  sod  one  of  lirr  stretching  u  carpet  over  the 
ground,  beneath  which  two  female  8laT4.-s  wcm 
buried  alive.  She  smoked  her  pipe  coolly,  tl  U 
said,  until  she  thought  they  wen-  di'a<l ;  afraid, 
if  fhc  had  moved  from  tlie  fpot,  tluit  tnorv 
tender-hearted  people  tnigtit  have  n»cue<l  them. 
In  the  preitent  age,  when  these  horrors  are  tup- 
posed  to  live  in  story  alone,  it  is  iliflictilt  to  be- 
lieve such  cruelty  possible.  When  confronled 
with  the  gay  and  smiling  countenance  of  the  per* 
petrator  of  tliem,  we  may  roally  say,  though 
from  a  very  different  cause,  '*  I>ook  in  her  face, 
and  you  forget  them  all,"  for  a  more  lively  old 
dame  K  not  to  be  found.  I  Iiiive  heard  many 
iiutancn  of  ber  bounty  w  well  us  of  hercriwhy ; 
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and  I  believe  the  £uro[>ean*  about  Ikt  person 
have  no  cau«e  to  be  dis)uitj»1)cd  with  her  gencro* 
aty.  She  is,  however,  n  fcinsle  Djczxnr  Poeha, 
and  has  all  the  caprioe  as  n-i-ll  ait  the  barbarity 
uf  a  tyrant. 

To  desceDcl  to  an  inferior  race  of  women  : — 
me  luid  niuved  w  <|uickly,  that  it  was  Decea«ary 
to  lighten  our  canids,  by  hartng  a  portioD  of 
the  baggage  curried  by  bearers ;  and  men  being 
Karce,  we  wrre  forced  to  etiUst  females  into  our 
train.  Although  they  wc-rc  well  loaded,  we  did 
not  conader  it  a  reproach  to  our  gallantry ;  for 
stouter  or  more  masculine  damsels  were  never 
yet  seen.  They  are  tall  and  straight,  with  a 
smooth  skin  of  a  bright  chestnut  colour :  a  blue 
cotton  boddice,  which  just  reached  below  their 
booonis,  and  a  pctlicnnt  of  the  Mtnc  fastened 
ahovt  the  hips,  (a  long  brown  interval  between 
the  two  gnmicnls,)  fonn«tl  their  dress.  They 
carry  their  loads  ujxin  iheir  hea<U;  am),  holding 
tlieiiiselves  jK'rfvctly  iipri^il,  move  with  the 
greaiefll  ([uiekncss,  swinging  their  bodies  as  the 
Irish  women  do,  who  carry  fruit  into  C'^vent 
Garden  market  from  the  gardena  in  the  neigh- 
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their  atigkt.  llie  ■Bk_ 
aodod  in  the  rour 
but  m  itiiMl  gnmt;  ibe  waan 
hsw  b;  &r  tW  advwatage  in  lun^  and  sfiritt: 
m  t/^Kfiaaam  aad  fctun.*  ibey  mnnbfe  ntf 
mnm^j  tbe  ypA.i  in  our  on  oouoti; :  and 
froB  tfaeiT'  HtHt  c^vs  umI  Ptcklwa  mprrsacn. 
tbcT  mn  ta>  brar  a  cfew  affinitr  to  that  sootb- 
Tbcir  par  for  tbe  day's  joumrj  is 
;;  and,  witbout  wwiing  to  rest,  tbc 
MoBott  tbey  ncKtmi  it,  thcr  trawiptd  oo  agatn, 
akbeagbthn  bad  mveUcd  nil  bdcn  for  nauty 
t««Mf  Buln. 

M— ^  1 1  'ugggT  is  tbtrtj-fix  nrilc«  rnxn  Mcv- 
niC;  and  «t  drtmniiwd  to  tnakc  tbe  jminc;  in 
one  day,  kavii:^  mir  foltowm  to  fintab  it  al 
dtcir  Wmrr.  A  gi^  wa*  to  tatH.  a*  at  Kuto«- 
Icr,  ■  wnHtd  lovn  about  sixteen  ttaU%  on  ibe 
nmi ;  and  ve  could  drire  on,  in  de£anoe  of  tbe 
nm.  At  two  in  ibc  monitng,  when  tbe  moon 
vas  at  iu  bdgbt,  ve  mounted,  and  moved  for 
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an  Iiour  along  a  very  sandy  track,  with  nothing 
for  thp  cyo  to  rest  on,  nor  (wliat  was  still  worse) 
to  rri>-ivp  the  rays  of  the  moon.  It  was  like 
riding  over  a  <li.'wrt. 

Tlu'reafc  no  n-gularly  detini-d  runds  through- 
out the  upper  provinces  of  India.  They  all 
appear  to  have  been  mode  by  accident;  and 
eiren  with  the  light  that  we  had,  it  was  ncce*- 
Aary  to  lie  eanrful  of  the  stepjiing  of  our  horse$. 
The  pacli  was  of  *oft  sand,  aiid  tite  ruts  made 
by  the  bullock-carmgeft,  (the  only  whifUtl  eon- 
veyanccs  that  pan*  over  thrm,)  were  frequently 
uiorv  than  a  foot  deep.  Before  tlie  day  had 
dawned,  we  rode  into  the  gate  of  Kutowlee.  Aa 
in  all  native  towns,  the  streets  are  very  narrow 
and  winding;  and  it  behoves  the  traveller  to 
keep  a  careful  wulch  upon  the  direction  he  takes 
in  pacing  through  them,  lent  he  be  lo«t  in  the 
labyrinth.  Although  as  ipiiet  im  death,  it  by 
no  means  liad  the  ap)>ear»n<;c  of  a  doM-rtcd  vil. 
lags  ;  it  seemed,  neverthelv-sN,  like  one  that  wa« 
foat  falling  into  depopulation.  It  re()uired  no 
great  cflbrt  of  imagination,  to  fancy  tlial  it  had 
been  visited  by  the  plague ;  for  human  bodies, 
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apparently  lifeless,  lay  stretched  in  every  direc* 
xion  through  it»  lanes:  and  the  only  aouod,  bt- 
udi»  the  echo  of  our  horses'  feet,  was  ao  oco* 
donal  snore,  I  think  I  must  call  it,  which,  aidnl 
by  the  night  and  the  soenci  might  w^  han 
been  mistaken  for  a  dying  moao. 

It  is  the  euslon)  uf  the  natircs,  at  the  w^^H 
season  of  the  year,  to  sleep  Tery  much  in  ihffV 
open  air;  aiu)  to.  they  were  scattered  in  all  iB- 
rcctiuitx  aboul,  mmic  on  diarpoya,  (cumtnoo  ct)U,t 
•onie  on  malt  spread  u|>on  the  ground, 
wrapped  up  in  white  cotton  sheets,  their  vcn 
hced»  covered  oit  if  tn  their  sliruuds  (he  ride 
through  tlicir  fallen  ranks  had  something  (cob- 
ing  suddenly  upon  than,  as  we  IukI  frcmi  a  wide 
wawle)  startling  in  it  Wc  found  it  neecnary 
to  move  with  great  care,  lest  we  should  unfor- 
tunately rouse  them  more  roughly  than  wr 
would  have  wished. 

The  tatties,  or  mat  frames,  that  generally 
closi-  in  the  fiunts  of  tlie  Iwukv  during  tbe 
night,  were  aU  open  as  they  are  by  day,  when, 
prt^pi-d  up  by  poles,  they  serve  the  purpote  of 
verandahs.      The  goods  which    lay  upon   the 
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little  terraces  for  sale,  were  moved  to  the  inner 
aparlmcnts ;  nod  the  children  and  old  men  oc- 
cupied their  places.  There  ia  a  »naU  serai  in 
the  tovra,  at  the  door  of  which  we  found  our 
sKces,  or  groom,  just  arisen  from  perfurming hia 
ablutions,  and  by  his  side  a  wrinkled  old  wo. 
man,  who  had  the  charge  of  the  establishment, 
engaged  ID  a  siniilar  occupation.  She  was 
pouring  water  into  her  hand,  from  n  brass 
vessel :  and  so  washing  her  face,  in  the  delibe- 
rate, though  not  quite  in  the  graceful  manner 
of  a  cot.  I  was  forcibl}-  reminded,  by  the  mode 
in  which  she  '  dightcd  her  griniaiie,'  «>f  a  similar 
allusion  in  one  of  Bum«'s  songs: 

Auld  Rkudron  by  lb«  IDgla  UU, 
And  yii'  b«r  loof  Iiai  f*ce  a  wmUb. 

The  groom  had  performed  thisi  part  of  the 
ceremony,  and  was  now  sitting  by  the  old  crone, 
wlw  certainly  might  have  rivalled  *  Willie's 
wife,'  and  was  engaged  in  rubbing  hi.*  teeth 
with  a  Bmall  twig  of  lime,  in  the  mo«t  loclt-a- 
daiucal  manner  that  can  be  conceived.     I  am 
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affttul  it  i*  not  quite  tlclicittc  to  intnidace  a 
Humc  nt  th<!  UiiWttr,  but  thi»  fonns  as  striking  a 
picture  of  native  miinnrr,  bk  uittwr  thdr  cooking 
or  iheir  sleeniDg.  We  soon  <)isturbcd  the 
grooni;  and,  entering  the  buggy,  drove  lowardi 
Meerut,  plunging,  as  we  best  could,  through 
the  deep  mimI,  the  saeea  running  lightly  by  our 
sides.  This  part  of  their  occupation  is  a  motl 
toilsome  one:  ihcy  are  cxipectcd  to  keep  up 
with  a  horse  at  a  good  trot ;  an<l  grucrally 
minof^  it  very  wdl  by  Uymg  hold  of  sotne 
portion  of  the  carriage,  contriving  very  dex> 
turMisly  to  keep  clear  of  the  w  h«el  in  itti  U)ut>o», 
in  the  manner  I  have  seen  a  dog,  faalcned  lu 
the  axle  of  a  carl,  dodge  about  to  avoid  tlic 
heels  of  the  horse. 

Soon  aTter  we  left  Kuluwiee,  we  saw  the  sun 
arise— a  sight  by  no  means  uucoiunion  in  the 
East,  (as  all  are  early  risers,)  but  always  slri- 
kingly  beautiful.  From  the  bounds  of  these 
wide  jilains  it  rises  nearly  as  su<ldenly  as  at  sea, 
and  there  is  not  a  preceding  or  following  tint 
that  is  lost  to  the  eye.  The  uiontent,  however, 
that  it  is  fairly  in  lb«  sky,  there  i*  ait  end  of 
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beauty :  no  hilla,  nor  even  woods,  to  soften  ila 
approach ;  it  is  too  bright  to  look  at,  and  a 
great  (leal  too  hot  to  bear. 

At  seven  o'cloL-k  wc  reached  Doolah,  and 
found  a  liorsi'  waiting  iHTii'alti  a  wide  tree  at  the 
entrance  to  lliv  rillai^ :  iicsr  was  a  large  well, 
at  which  all  tlie  (laniKclK  hiid  itiucmbled  to  draw 
tlwir  morning  supply  of  water.  Nolhiiig  can 
be  more  piclure-tque,  and  to  our  faiicit.'s  moti; 
thoroughly  oriental,  than  the  moment,  when 
*'  the  daughlerf  of  the  men  of  the  city  come  out 
to  draw  water."  Their  graceful  robe*  and  fine 
straight  figures,  with  the  variotis  poxitions  in 
which  they  are  arr.-inged,  niukc  the  mottt  int«>- 
rnting  picture  ponsihlc — some  approaching  with 
their  empty  pitchers  lying  on  the  sides  upon 
their  shoulders,  while  their  children  *it  astride 
their  hips ;  others  return  laden,  with  the  pitchers 
on  t]iiHr  heads,  supported  by  the  right  hand, 
while  the  left  is  ready  to  draw  the  veil  over  the 
face  lest  any  stranger  should  approach. 

Round  the  well  ihe  utmost  activity  prevails. 
The  one  in  this  village  is  of  brick,  and  from  its 
sidesrise  several  pieces  of  wood,  like  cranex,  with 
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and  u'lipn  I  returiicd  it,  merely  t.-in)>tit-tl  mit  the 
tnier  I  had  left,  an<l  rubbed  it  over  with  sand, 
deeming  a  piirificution  of  some  sort  still  abso- 
lutcly  Dcecssary. 

Wc  soon  clianged  hortte^  aud  pushed  on  fur 
Mconit.  Altliuugh  approaching  the  largest  mili- 
tary DtalioD  in  Upper  Indis,  the  roads  became 
worse  aw  wc  drew  near ;  and  after  jolting  over 
the  inoAt  despicable  track  for  nearly  two  hours, 
we  entered  the  broad  plain  on  which  that  cnn- 
tonmenl  btands.  It  sometimes  happenti  that  the 
roada  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  post  are  in  tole- 
rably good  order,  but  thcEc  arc  excerptions ;  for 
DO  greater  pains  arc  taken  by  Europeans  than  by 
the  natives  in  the  approaches  to  their  ktatioiix. 

It  is  now  the  month  of  October,  and  the  cold 
•eason  has  commenced,  which  is  generally  ihc 
period  of  gaiety  and  iiiiiuMinent.  VVc  have  din- 
ners, plays  and  bulls,  and  a  large  society,  (about 
two  hundred  pcrbnps)  with,  however,  an  (»vcr> 
whelming  majority  of  men.  The  early  complaint 
of  our  iettlirs  in  India  may  xtill  be  reasonably 
urged  ID  the  upper  prorincea — that  there  are  do 
means  of  beeoniing  husbands:  inMevrut,  which. 


220  BCAHCITV    OV   WOIIEK. 

■s  1  Iiave  Mid,  ia  ihe  lar^si  station,  there  \%  but 
onic  unmarried  lady-  "  Uut  one  half  penny- worth 
oT  brcjid  to  this  intolerable  de«]  of  iiaek !" — for 
I  funcy  there  are  at  least  one  hundred  oud  fifty 
ringlr  uwn.  It  loo  frequently  happens  tliat  tl>c 
potU,  in  the  upper  provinces,  are  without  erm 
thai  Holitary  temptation  to  a  change  of  state; 
and  to  this  doubtless,  ninny  of  the  unfortunate 
connexions  European  ufRccn  have  formed  may 
be  ascribed.  The  desolate  situations  young  men 
aiv  often  reduced  to>  plnced  by  thcmtelTos  tfl 
remote  difttrielii,  wifh  nu  family  within  many 
milcK,  and  no  proH|>cct  of  returning  to  KngUnd 
till  at  IcAMt  declined  inlt)  the  vale  of  yean,  arc 
aliDMt  e»ouj;h  to  muke  them  forget  that  they 
have  a  "  home  beyoitd  the  sea,"  deeply  as  that 
ctrcunistoitce  i«  generally  inscribed  ii|kk]  the 
heart.  I  have  often  been  umutetl  at  half-raHle 
people,  and  thoee  ofu  ticarrr  appnwch  to  Euro- 
pean, wIm),  I  think,  ore  styled  country-bom, 
talking  of  England  a*  their  home.  *'  I  should 
like  to  go  home"  oound.i  singularly  enough  from 
the  lips  of  one  whose  eumplexiun  might  rival 
ebooy :  it  is  well  that  it  sliould  be  so,  however, 


AITEXTIOSS    PAID    TO    THE    «1SX. 


while  the  half-caste  ptipiilalion  is  so  rapiJIy 
incmtang. 

While  writing  of-ladies,  I  may  venture,  en 
paaaanf,  to  notice  snine  of  the  cuKioms  of  so- 
ciety, in  which  they  «re  nifllLTialfy  concerned. 
It  IK  natural  to  su|>]iuse,  that  being  in  »o  small 
a  |>ni[»irli()ii  lUi-y  must  receive  grciit  (tttcntioR> 
and  it  i&  but  right  that  they  should.  I  wax  much 
amused,  the  6rat  large  assembly  I  was  ever 
present  at,  in  the  country,  by  the  great  sensation 
that  was  created  in  the  company  on  the  arrival 
aS  a  carriage  of  ladies.  I  went  soniewlial  early, 
and  had  scarcely  time  to  look  about  ine,  when  a 
MTvant  ran  into  tlic  room,  in  breathless  liastc, 
and,  placing  hi*  hand.i  together,  muttered  9ome> 
thing  to  his  master,  who  inKlnntly  rushed  out  of 
the  chamber,  followed  by  a  train  of  genllenieii. 
The  RuddenneM  of  the  movement,  and  Iht-  im- 
portant expression  of  the  messenger's  counte- 
nance, threw  me  into  some  alarm :  if  it  had  not 
been  the  midst  of  summer,  I  should  have  fancied 
(he  house  had  been  on  fire.  In  a  moment, however, 
the  fugitives  returned,  i-ach  bringing  in  a  lady. 
They  bad  barely  time  to  conduct  them  to  the 
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HcatA  allotted  for  them,  wlirn  cnntltcr  sumniowi 
called  thciii  fortli  once  more :  Xhe  plut  now  bc^aii 
to  ihicken,  and  all  took  piw-t  in  Uw  race.  Car- 
riage after  carriage  arrived,  and  gi-ntlemcn  and 
acrvants  were  niniiing  «itdly  along  the  liall, 
breathleHM  and  intotf  rably  hot. 

Thi!  ladies  Hit  quietly  in  iheir  earriage*  till  ilie 
proper  announcement  has  called  the  gentli-nirn 
to  ihfir  AAsistance.  Although  the  society  i»  un- 
quentionably  very  delightful,  I  think  the  strif  I 
cliqui-tte  pTfMrved  ervfi  In  the  hotixes  of  private 
iodinduaU  might  be  very  mlvuntngeously  diic- 
pmwd  with.  It  to  a  gn-nt  miiwuice  lo  have  your 
lot  ao  firmly  fixed  in  •ocH'ty  aa  not  to  be  able  lo 
change  it  even  from  inelinntioii  nr  inadvertency, 
wilfimit  giving  oRence.  AIlhtMigh  their  prrcloe 
amngenicntd  are  very  ninch  oontinetl  lo  thoee 
of  the  highest  nflices,  yet  still  (lie  iipirit  of  place 
pervades  all  ranks  a  great  deal  too  much.  I  wu 
a  member  of  a  committee  to  regulate  a  Urge  ball 
on  a  particular  occasion,  when  it  occupied  the 
grvntcr  part  of  a  day  to  settle  the  order  of  our 
going  into  supper :  we  found  numrlves  sitting  as 
a  Cuiumittee  of  Privileges.  At  length,  a  regular 
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(ableofprecedenct;  ws-s  made-  nut,  nnd  clclivcred 
(o  llioae  gentlemen  witow  g<KHl  fortune  had  cast 
■hem  in  a  parallel  rank  with  the  ladies  who  were 
lu  grace  the  assembly,  and  who,  to  wiy  truth, 
mu6t  very  frequently  have  found  themselves  most 
uDcongcnially  suited.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
ttyle  ID  which  such  entertainments  are  given, 
even  in  situations  *a  tlittont  from  the  capit^d  nx 
Iktecrut.  Native  ingcnnity,  liowcver,  is  not  called 
forth  lo  u)k»i«t  in  the  decorations,  as  it  is  *ith  »i 
much  cfievt  in  the  more  southern  purts  of  the 
East. 

The  most  licitutifiil  festival  I  ev«r  witneued 
•>iu  given  some  time  ago  near  Columbo,  by  Sir 
E<lward  Barnes,  then  governor  of  the  island  of 
Ceylon.  The  Cingalese  are  famous  for  the  man- 
ner of  their  tight  and  ornamental  buildings :  in 
the  oMirse  of  twenty-four  hours  they  garnish  a 
palace  that  may  remind  you  of  the  genii  of  the 
Arabian  Nights.  On  the  banks  of  the  river  near 
Columtio,  and  three  miles  above  the  stream  from 
the  usual  jwint  of  embarkation,  a  splendid  ball- 
room was  built,  so  tastefully  decorated,  that  it 
resembled  «  fairy  palace :  the  pillars  that  sup- 


ported  ibc  roof  were  covered  with  slips  of  the 
ola.  wliicli  giivv  them  the  appoanmcc  of  btnnj; 
fititcd,  an  interval  b«4nf;  left  bctwn-n  cwh 
row,  while  the  capitnU  were  of  plainlaiit  leai» 
and  bouf;hs  of  the  ola  interspersed,  approaching 
nearly  tu  t)tc  natural  Codntliian  :  the  roof  wa& 
thatched  with  lemon  graas;  oml  within  wnv 
column*  und  ardics  of  the  lighlext  and  mott 
fanciful  nppeanince.  Variegated  lamps  hung  in 
fevtoon*  nniiid  the  room,  and,  winding  about 
the  pDki^  shone  frono  aoioog  the  flow^n  that 
encircled  them,  like  bright  jewels  :  a  bridge  o( 
boats  lc«l  from  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  to 
the  banqueting-hall.  At  earh  end  of  it  wa&  a 
magnificefil  gate,  and  in  the  cenlrc  a  triumphal 
arch ;  while  on  each  vide  was  a  parapet  bung 
with  lamp  andflowerxand  lirancltcaof  thetnosl 
graceful  of  the  palm'treet.  The  company  morn! 
up  the  stream  Jn  large  flnt-ltottometl  boats  towed 
by  clephania ;  and  nothing  could  nurpass  the 
beauty  nf  the  scene. 

It  ua«a  little  before  sunset  when  the  cere- 
mony began ;  but  the  return  at  nigbt  wa*  be- 
yond description  magniltoent ;  the  TCsseU  were 
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carried  down  by  tlic  stream,  nnd  Hooted  nwny 
with  sufficient  irregularity :  in  two  or  three  were 
sUtioned  bumls  »f  muxie,  that  pluyed  the  whute 
time.  The  banks  of  die  river  were  illuminuted ; 
Mid  ixMiKlant  discharges  of  cannon  and  Iiursta  of 
lireworkit  were  refieated  during  the  descent.  It 
WM  calcuUted  that  llicre  were  more  than  seventy 
thousand  natives  scattered  about  the  banks  of 
the  river.  They  occusionnlly  shoiiti'd  in  admi- 
ration of  the  sight ;  an<l  the  otht-r  strains  uf  the 
band  were  sometimes  lomt  in  the  incessant  beat 
of  tile  tom-tom,  the  monotonous  sound  of  which 
(ft  constant  rcpelilioii  of  the  two  words  that  give 
it  a  Dume)  is  llic  most  tiresome  tliat  ever  mi< 
RuyM)  lh«  ear. 

One  of  the  principal  a  mil  cements  of  Meerut 
during  the  cohl  weather  i^  the  theatre,  of  which 
I  have  already  spoken.  Il  is  managed  by  some 
o>flic«r,  who  has  the  taste  for,  and  who  will  take 
the  trouble  of,  eondiictiiig  its  representations.  I 
saw,  on  the  night  of  my  retiini,  the  jK-rfonimnce 
of  XIaclK-th  !H>  well  done,  that  it  wiu  astoni.iliing. 
No  provincial  stage  in  England  could  have  ma- 
naged the  scenery,  the  mu«c,  or  the  general 
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effe^  belter ;  au)  fur  the  acting — London,  aia» '. 
rtow-m^iays  taih  vny  often  altort  of  it.  Ladjr 
MjMrlx-tli  rsliibitcd  the  tin^iliir  novelty  of  being 
pUyed  bj  ■  fpittlmutn,  aitd  nnnarkabtv  iretl 
pUvrd  too:  thn  amateur  ba»  bcvn  long  eel 
fantcd  for  hi*  u]«nt*  in  tbir  prntonilicatioD  of 
the  oppOMte  tex ;  and,  as  1  have  aeen  him  in 
Mn.  Malaprop  and  I.ady  Afacbcth,  I  may 
allowed  to  say  \k  is  the  moet  exlraordhiary 
wr,  or  actress,  that  ever  wore  ihe  tock. 

Tbe  comiBandrr-ta-eliioT,  with  h'n  aplentlid. 
•rrayt  on  hi*  tray  frum  Delhi  into  Rtihilcund,  II 
belirTr,pa«Mt)  through  MvtTut.nml  rnnaioediii 
it  a  fhnrt  titne  :  the  tlay*  verv  all  aclivily  in  con-: 
Mn(ucncc,  and  thr  uighu  alt  festivity.  lie  * 
arvompanit-d  by  Colonel  Skinner  and  a  W, 
body  of  horse :  and  a  gn-ater  tribe  wa 
tccicd  at  McvTut  ihan  I  thmk  ever  could  ha 
apfieared  tbrro  before,  merely  for  ihe  pur[M9e 
iJiaailfT  Skinner'*  borw  is  a  rvmarknbly  fi 
body  of  mm :  aiKl  tbey  addco)  oonoidi-rably  i»| 
lb»  paf^nlry  of  ibr  »c«ne.  Tix-ir  nnnmaiMl' 
btort  the  character  of  a  noble  fellow,  and  has  all 
Uw  air  uf  a  bnvr  man  am)  good  Ivadcr.     lie  is 
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remarkably  handsome,  although  Tcry  black  ; 
and  I  rpgrpttcd  not  bring  nblv  to  scr  more  nf 
one  who  docs  so  much  honour  to  the  nnnic  we 
both  bear.  I  should  imagine,  from  his  appear- 
ance, that  lie  i«  two  or  three  g<>ncriitions  at  least 
from  his  En<{1ish  ancestor — if,  inilect),  he  be  tte- 
rivtfd  fnini  xucli  a  «t>iirce.  He  has  several  sons, 
and  one  of  tUem  ii^  adjutant  of  his  father's  corps. 
Dec.  3rd. — I  left  Meerut  in  the  evening  for 
GhuriiioktesirGhauI— the  port,  it  may  he  called, 
of  tbiit  stjiliun  on  the  Ganges.  The  distance  is 
ihinjr-six  miles,  and  I  reached  il  at  daylight  tn 
the  nioniing,  having  travelled  in  a  palani^iiin,  by 
Dak.  I  am  not  sutliciently  accustomed  to  this 
nKide  of  travelling  to  c^inider  it  in  the  least 
luxurious,  Lolling  in  »  palanquin  may  he 
thought  in  the  west  a  mighty  fine  thing,  but  to 
mc  it  is  the  nio«t  uncomfortable  mode  nf  movinj; 
poKxiblc.  It  is  very  true,  you  are  able  to  lie 
down,  and  lounge  away ;  but,  alas!  you  cannot 
get  up  again  i  and  the  jumping  motion  niiglit 
ptil  you  very  cimifortubly  lusK-cp,  if  the  grunting 
nf  the  brarer^  did  nut  keep  you  awake.  Every 
two  hours,  or  m>,  if  you  are  sufficiently  practised 
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in  tlie  conveyance  to  dtxp,  you  are  sure  to  be 
rouseil  by  the  application  for  "  buxees,""  from 
the  bearers  who  are  about  to  be  relieved.  The 
Dew  ones,  too,  generally  thrust  a  piece  of  paper 
into  your  face,  to  learn  vrhetber  you  are  the 
identical  person  for  whom  tbey  were  ordera), 
and  whose  name  is  written  upon  the  acroU  they 
hold. 

On  entering  a  town,  the  bearers  vary  the 
uiuai  gr^nl,  with  which  they  enliven  the  «ay. 
by  extolling  the  clinrncier  uf  the  person  tbey  are 
(-Jirrying  in  true  eastern  hy|XTbole,  not  know- 
ing even  liin  name  perhap*.  The  fint  trip  I 
ever  made  by  Dak  was  from  Meerut  to  Ddlu. 
I  am  indt«d  but  little  practiced :  and  just  beftm 
entering  ibe  town  I  had  fallen  into  a  doze,  from 
which  I  was  awakened  by  the  loud  exclamatkot 
of  my  people  in  praise  of  sonve  gnat  ntnn,  a»  I 
imagined.  They  were  sbotiting  out,  a»  we  uKn-ni 
through  the  Mrw-t*,  "Make  way  fur  a  greal 
man :"  "  A  mighty  pHiiee ;"  *•  Tbi-  pow  man's 
frimd ;"  •*  The  lion  of  war ;-  "  Our  father  and 
mother;''  with  a  hundred  other  honourable  ap- 
pellations.    I  expected    the   Great   Mogul,  at 
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least,  to  pass  m« :  but  not  s  irATeller  was  to  be 
seen  but  myself,  and  I  tbs  the  undisputed  hero 
of  all  these  fine  phraM^  Am  I  Gik».  or  am  I 
noCP  thought  I,  or  has  some  facetious  caliph 
been  playing  me  a  trick  ?  Like  Abon  Hassan 
I  am  to  be  king  for  a  dajr.  On  timling  that  I 
)iad  uvFukiiiifl,  they  roared  nty  titles  out  sttll 
louder:  iind  1  entered  a  ftnudl  lent  liencalh  r 
tree,  by  the  eAMli;  ditch,  in  spile  of  this  magni- 
ficent proclaniftlion,  without  a  nuul  being  (Ik-tc 
to  nuuce  me,  utid  nut  even  a  breakfast  provided 
fur  lh«  '*  poor  man''s  proleelor."' 

t  arrived  at  the  Ghaut  of  Ghunnoktesir  in  the 
same  splendid  manner,  the  banks  of  the  Ganges 
echcMng  my  stately  titles.  My  paUce  here  was  a 
very  humble  one  indeed  (  at  this  seiuon  of  the 
year,  the  wmler  being  very  low,  large  vessel*  do 
not  come  even  so  higti  as  Ferruckabail :  I  was 
ob1igt.-d,  therefwre,  to  hire  a  country  boat  to  con- 
vey niyicif  and  wrvantti  down  the  Mream,  until 
I  shuiild  fall  in  with  a  budgerow.  I  had  sent 
them  fonrard  a  day  or  two  before  myself,  in 
order  that  they  might  make  my  boot  as  com- 
fortable as  circumstances  would  permit ;    and 
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now  thai  I  ua  furly  insulted  hi  it,  I  cannot  da 
belter  llian  dvAcnlte  it. 

It  it  about  twenty  fcot  lun^,  nnd  tolcmbty 
brood  in  the  beain,  with  a  tbatclii.-(l  roof  ruurh- 
iog  front  the  Etern  very  nearly  to  the  head,  aod 
nipportcd  by  poleft  of  bamboo ;  the  side&  wattled 
with  tt  number  of  neatly  contrived  mats,  which 
overlay  each  other,  and  are  capable  of  beinfr 
propped  lip  to  admit  (he  light,  or,  what  is  of 
uqual  coiisc<|tK-nce,  llifr  ntr  Beneath  the  roof 
thert!  are  two  apnrtmi<flts  divided  by  a  mat,  the 
first  of  whidi  i>  my  kitchen,  and  the  second,  or 
af)enno»t,  my  hall  of  Mate.  In  the  latter  ibi-rc 
fa  just  room  r<»r  n  bed  and  a  table ;  and,  by  way 
of  kn-ping  tlie  du*t  and  the  inxecla  from  int<-r- 
fcring  with  my  quiet,  my  aervanta  have  hunj;  it 
with  dilTereiit-coloured  cloths  of  cotton— part, 
I  fancy,  of  their  summer  wardrobe,  which  they 
have  dedicated  to  the  purpose.  The  floor  i« 
construclitl  of  Rltp>  of  bamboo,  lied  carvlcwly 
logethrr,  in  which  I  not  iinfrcquently  catch  my 
foot,  to  the  great  rink  of  an  overthrow.  On  the 
top  of  the  roof  titerc  ta  a  fnmw  of  bamboo  polct, 
from  which  several  posts,  of  two  or  llirre  feet 


IVTCRIOR    OF    A    BOAT.  331 

high,  ariM.*,  and  to  whivh  the  oars  are  tied: 
the«c  arc  very  long  pieces  of  bamboo,  with  a 
round  flut  board  »t  the  end  of  them. 

The  nu-n  stlami  to  iheir  oar*,  and  it  requires 
all  their  strength  to  move  them:  the  noise  of 
the  rowing;  over-head,  and  the  fre(|uenl  bompa 
of  the  vessel  upon  the  numernus  sandbanks, 
render  it  no  very  easy  matter  to  follow  any  pur- 
wit.  The  civw  consists  of  a  nmnjcc  and  six 
men,  with  a  little  boy,  the  son  of  the  master, 
about  six  years  of  n^.  and  who  is  not  considered 
too  young  to  have  thv  mnnagcmi-nt  of  the  helm : 
be  indued  is  the  only  vne  on  board  stiHicicntly 
vigilant  for  a  I'alinurus.  When  ;iny  of  the 
men  lake  his  place,  they  soon  fall  nslt-ep,  and 
allow  the  boat  to  drift  where  it  will.  We  have 
B  mast,  which  is  much  of  a  piece  with  the  rest 
of  the  bark,  crooked  niid  rickety ;  while  the  sail 
is  the  ntoHt  ragged  and  absurd- looking  thing 
imaginable.  I'he  cails  of  Uiese  kind  of  boats 
are  calcnbiled  for  any  purpose  but  holding  the 
wind.  I  have  frequently  seen  a  fleet  in  full  sail, 
with  not  a  whole  breadth  ofcwivass  on  board  any 
one  of  the  vessels ;  llic  crew,  »t|ualting  on  the 
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top  of  tlicm,  like  monkrys  on  the  roof  of  » ttft 
lage,  with  OS  niucli  vi>i»plttccncy  b«  if  Okj 
manned  the  bot-^ppointed  ship  in  the  world. 

Their  navigation,  (o  •  person  unacquuntcd 
with  the  river,  (whidi  all  Europeans  are  likdy 
to  W.)  is  ttw  uioNt  incumprrhvnsiblc :  those, 
bowc\'er,  wIm  arc  fond  of  intrrferitig,  arv  gene- 
rally forced  to  repent  iL  I  have  always  fouod 
that  the  hcA  method  of  rigging  and  nuuiaginga 
boat,  is  that  followed  by  the  cimntry  you  hap- 
pen to  be  ID.  It  is  nut  easy,  howvvcr,  to  ctn< 
vince  the  Sakih  league  of  this ;  and  many  air 
the  quarrels  and  accidents  that  occur  in  caai*- 
()Uence-  The  natives,  although  indiffereni 
enough  about  death  when  it  ctMncs,  are  not  prooi- 
lo  seek  it;  and  a  person,  careful  about  hi> 
safety,  cannot  dobctii-r  liiaii  trtist  it  lo  tbem. 

Between  ^leerul  and  IVrruckalud  the  riub- 
Iry  is  sufficiently  uninteresting:  the  river  i* 
narrow  and  low,  and  the  banks  are  generally  of 
sand :  tlu-  Ktrvam  is  not  vcrj-  rapid  either,  and 
we  got  on  hut  slowly. 

Dec  Sih. — In  the  aAemoon  we  arrived  at 
Ferruekabail,  and  puilicd  our  way  to  the  abort. 
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through  a  numlHT  of  nmilnr  boats,  a  little  be- 
low the  town,  uikI  above  the  military  cnntonmeDt 
of  Fulleghur.  A  ghaut  on  the  Ganges  always 
presents  u  cunaidcruble  ilffgriee  of  bustle  aod  io- 
tereat.  We  were  not  exactly  in  high  day  yet ; 
early  in  the  morning,  or  sunset,  being  the  great 
hours  of  geniTral  rendezvous,  I  here  met  my 
brother,  who  had  left  me  soon  after  we  descended 
from  tht-  hills  for  ShaIij(.-hiin)KM)r,  in  Kohilcund, 
from  which,  being  only  lifty  iiiik-»  from  tlie 
shores  of  the  river  at  this  |>oinl,  he  had  ridden 
over  to  see  me.  As  my  apartment  waa  too  small 
to  entertain  a  seeond  person,  we  resolved  upon 
taking  possession  of  a  room  in  a  large  house 
clow  by  u^  which  stood  apparently  deserted 
above  the  river.  We  were  fastened  to  a  post  in 
"  the  compound,"  as  it  is  ealle<l,  of  this  palace, 
for  it  really  seemed  to  be  such. 

Wc  Mnmlcred  through  it*  halls  for  some  time, 
without  peret^ivingahumiin  being.  A  W3tcrve»- 
«I,  to  tell  the  hour  by,  which  was  not  yet  filled, 
was  the  only  thing  to  intimate  a  superintcnd- 
encc  of  some  description.  This  style  of  clock 
U  ctnnmon  in  many  parts  of  India,  uiid  i*  more 
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timpte,  nnd  fuUv  as  true,  as  the  hottr-gUss.  A 
btm»  baun,  with  ■  imall  halt  at  the  bottom,  is 
plwd  en  tbe  •urfBCc  of  a  tub  i»r  water :  it  tak^v 
a  fixed  tioDG,  genenlly  an  liour,  tn  fill ;  and  thm 
it  stoltK.  Tbe  guardian  of  tliis  clock  soon  uatU 
Ida  ippcarance,  however,  amied  with  a  forTnida* 
ble  (word  and  Hhort  baton,  which  latter  waa  for 
announdiig  the  lime  upon  a  gong,  to  t)ic  work- 
men n{  an  indigo  focton-  cIihc  at  band. 

Tbi»  personage  was  a  worthy  rcpivwntative  io 
&gart,  u  well  ta  office,  of  the  notorious  tim#- 
beaten  of  Si.  Donslan's,  to  whose  complexion  ton 
his  wBsa  D«ar  approach.  He  wa^  dressed  up  to 
the  can  in  dark  quilled  cotton,  and  a  dirt  j  piece 
at  doth  bound  under  bis  chin,  as  If  lie  had  b(ca 
baodagi'd  up  for  the  mumps.  ThiM  is  m  very 
eonuDon  appendage  to  a  num's  fMe  in  the  u[»pvT 
proriDcea;  and,  by  swi.'Iltngout  hit  cheeks,  gives 
bint  Eontething  of  a  ludicTotmly  pompous  ex- 
pression :  I  always  fancied  it  was  for  protection 
■gniDKl  the  cult),  till  I  learned  that  tbe  t>ucks 
■do|>t  the  pbin  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
ibeir  whtskcn.  I  do  not  know  whether  this 
htffy  diwovcry  has  reached  the  west  yet ;  but 
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as  il  may  l>cof  *ervice  to  many,  I  think  it  nould 
Ijo  wrong  in  rav  to  suppress  it.  They  have  no. 
thing  to  do  but  to  oil  their  whiskcrg  well ;  and, 
brushing  thviu  in  the  proper  dircetion,  bandage 
them  up,  to  use  the  plirii».>ulu;;y  of  the  receipt- 
book,  as  tightly  as  they  eaii  hear ;  nnd  if  they 
do  not  look  the  \KUfr  for  it,  it  id  not  my  fault 
at  any  rale.  There  i*  n«  pernoiiHl  ornament,  of 
which  the  Mahomf(an»  arc  more  proud  than 
lh«ir  beards  and  nioustachea;  and  the  greater 
part  of  tiwir  life,  I  verily  believe,  is  devoted  to 
ttwtr  cultivation.  I  have  often  seen  them  sitting, 
with  a  small  looking-glass  in  one  hand,  the  head 
turned  conceitedly  aside,  while  the  other  vrm 
imgaged  in  trimming,  smoothing,  and  curling 
the  objects  of  their  devotion, 

Wf  found  s  European  inhabitant  living  iu 
noiitary  grandeur  in  this  magnificent  maiHion, 
which  had  been  bnilt  by  a  firm  of  merchants  in 
('alcutta,  w(w»  failed  sonic  years  ago,  and  wliow- 
indigo  faelorieit  are  now  worked  for  the  benefit 
of  the  estate.  The  yotmg  man,  who  very  kindly 
permiited  ua  to  occupy  a  room  in  the  house, 
made  a  third  to  our  party :   be  was  a  Scotch- 
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man,  aad  had  th«  superintendence  of  an  indigo 
concern  near  Allehghur.  The  Kuropeans,  in  the 
upper  part  of  India,  are  not  generally  planters, 
but  manufacturers  only :  ihcy  buy  the  plant 
from  tlic  natives,  and  encourage  tltcm  to  grow, 
by  always  becoming  purelinn-r*,  and  wrcuring  it 
to  themM-lrcs  by  outbidding  the  native  mer- 
cliaalK.  Their  prafit»  this  way  are  not  aoj 
perlui^Mi,  ulthtHigh  I  Hhould  imagine  they  mull!* 
be  more  set-urc  from  loan.  They  have  the  «►• 
ptrinlendencc  of  very  large  establishments,  and 
slMuld  hare  au  intimate  knowledge  of  the  na- 
tive character,  in  order  to  conduct  them  with 
advantage  both  to  their  employers  and  their  ser- 
Tnnis.  I  am  inclined  to  Mis)>ect  they  are  defi- 
cient in  this  (juality,  principally  becaum;  I  »el- 
<lun)  hear  an  indigo  planter  ^mk  well  of  the 
people  under  him. 

At  night  I  returned  to  tny  little  nest ;  and, 
in  order  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  noise,  had  my 
boat  remo^'ed  to  the  side  of  the  sandbank  in  the 
middle  of  the  stream  ;  and  after  brcakfa&t  on 
llie  i)th  again  dro])|>ed  downwards. 

Between  Ferrucknbad  and  Cawnpore  there  it 
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little  to  interest  in  the  scenery  on  (he  sliores  of 
the  river,  or  in  the  town&  aud  villages  that  oc- 
cupy lliem.  The  women,  coming  down  to  the 
river-side  for  water ;  the  b«thing  in  the  ncigli- 
bourhoud  of  a  ghattt,  with  now  and  then  a  pious 
brahmin  repeating  his  prayen  in  solitude  nnd 
nakedness  in  the  stream ;  or,  as  evening  closes 
in,  a  devout  Mussulman  kneeling  on  the  end  of 
a  cloth,  bowing  his  head  towards  the  prophel''s 
shrine— const  it  tite  the  variety  of  native  manners. 
This  latter  is  not  very  common;  but  when  it 
<loe«  occur,  it  is  the  most  striking  of  all  the  cere* 
tnonioK.  In  aperfin^tly  Mahometan  coiuitry  it  ia 
never  omittt'd  j  but  I  do  not  think  the  faithful 
in  India  are  so  particular  alx)ut  the  matter.  I 
have  seen  the  hanks  of  the  Nile,  at  sun»et, 
scattered  with  the  pious  of  the  villages  around, 
who  happened  tobcaway  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  their  mosques  at  the  call  to  prayer ;  while 
the  stillness  of  the  evening  was  only  broken  by 
the  loud  "  Alia  hu  !"  of  the  muezzin.  I  must 
do  my  own  servant,  however,  (he  justice  to  say 
that  he  never  dispenses  with  the  needful  ccrv- 
mony.     Soon  after  we  halt  for  the  evening  he 


COOkING    AND   KATIKG. 

retiree  to  thv  sltaiU  uf  a  tree ;  and,  placing  hi» 
carpet  on  tlio  grouud,  kneels  upon  it,  looking 
towards  tl>e  cut  i  bis  turban  (which  upon  these 
occauons  only  he  ukes  off)  u  placed  upon  the 
other  end  of  (he  carpet ;  and  as  he  bows  hi« 
bead,  it  juNt  measures  his  length. 

The  IIiDdoos,  at  tills  tJmc,  are  vrrir  diRvrvntlT 
engag<.-d,  preparing  their  (linners;  they  teem  to 
be  aa  happy  as  posuble  whcu  this  liour  conx-s 
aboutf  on  the  hanks  of  tlic  holy  stream.  I  ani 
rerjr  nnxioiis  to  liastPD  down  to  C'ulcutln.  nnii 
wisli  to  remain  as  sliurt  a  lime  a*  I  ran  on  the 
water;  but  ao  elalxiraic  i«  the  opremooy  of 
cooking  and  cnting,  that  I  am  forced  to  Mu-riltcc 
•evi^rul  tioiirs  to  it.  It  wus  with  MtnediflicullT 
I  overcame  ilH'ir  dt'Nire  to  cook  in  ttiv  moniin)|> 
as  well  as  the  evening ;  but  nt  U-ngth  wo  com- 
promikcil  the  nutter.  At  leit  every  morning  I 
agreed  to  allow  them  to  go  on  rliore  for  n  quarter 
of  an  hour,  to  eat  nk-al  and  water :  t]ii»  lliry 
accomplish  with  much  greater  celerity  than  I 
ihould  ever  wish  to  do.  'Diey  throw  two  or 
three  handfulls  of  flour  into  a  hra-ss  dish  ;  and) 
aprinklin^  it  with  water,  swallow  it   with   as 


mucli  grectliiicss  as  if  it  were  the  most  savoury 
mvM  in  the  world. 

The  suttoo  of  this  niornirif>:  (for  that  is  the 
name  of  the  meal)  has  cost  aw  a  great  deal  of 
inconvenience :  for  my  sirdar,  or  head  servant, 
who  always  bore  my  keys  in  n  bunch  at  his  gjr> 
die,  has  thought  proper  eitlier  to  sacrifice  them 
to  the  fiver-god,  l)y  dnipping  thrin  into  the 
fttreani,  or  abiiiKloii  them  on  the  bunk,  to  be 
waslicd  otTat  hi»  leiHuro.  I  nioNt  alhiw  that  he 
feels  the  annoyance  much  more  than  I  do ;  for 
hchaitlK-en  >itling  fur  nearly  an  hour  in  front 
of  a  trunk,  peeping  curiously,  from  time  to 
time,  into  the  koy-hole,  om  if  to  discover  some 
ehomi  to  ojkh  it,  some  '*  open  MMime"  to  burst 
its  fastening  aMmder.  So  devoted  are  all  the 
servants  to  their  parlicuiur  employments,  that  I 
am  sure  he  feels  as  miserable  or-  if  he  had  lost 
an  only  child ;  for  my  keys  being  hitherto  hiii 
aole  care,  deprived  of  them,  he  knows  not  where 
to  turn ;  I  refused  to  have  the  trunks  broken 
open,  and  the  sorrow  of  the  sirdar  suddenly  per- 
vaded the  whole  portv-  If  I  had  been  Blue- 
beard liimsclf,  and  the  loat  bunch  cootainod  the 
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key  of  the  fiiUl  cloMd,  tlierc  could  not  luivr 
be«n  greater  nmsteroation : — one  man  instuitly 
proposed  to  return  in  quest  of  tlir  kvy* ;  nnd, 
tu  tile  river  wm  very  winding,  hoixtl  to  lie  able 
to  overtake  the  boat.  He  set  off  in  high  npiritt 
with  an  encouraging  "acha"  from  all  aroiiml. 
And  we  fliMiIri)  quietly  down  tlic  strrnni. 

It  was  bc-autifully  calm,  and  by  no  means  un- 
coinfurtabl)'  hot,  even  when  exposed  to  the  Hun 
on  the-  roof  of  my  barge.  I  coulil  not  persuaflr 
my  crew  (o  row,  and  laxily  indeed  we  drifted 
on.  Tbey  threw  *  plank  overlward;  and, 
fastening  it  by  both  eo<lii  to  the  brad  of  the 
boat,  left  it  to  lurist  our  descent.  I'he  little 
ripple  that  this  caused,  gave  ni«  an  idea  that  I 
WOK  going  faster,  and  I  was  obliged  to  be  Mti*- 
Scd  with  the  tltought.  The  bauka  on  each  fide 
were  high,  of  loow  sand  which  crumbled  and 
fell  into  the  stream  whenever  we  approached 
thcin,  which  we  generally  did  with  a  good 
bump ;  for  wlien  tlte  current  sweeps  past  a  head- 
land, lliey  never  attempt  to  fend  off  the  vessel, 
but  let  it  take  its  chance  of  going  to  pieces,  or 
pushing  its  way    through   the  obstacle.     The 
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waUr  i*  dhajlciw,  and  the  river  about  as  broocl  a% 
ibv  Thames  nt  LondoD  bridge,  with  occiuj- 
onally  a  long  ridge  of  tiand  just  sbove  the  sur- 
face, well  tenanted  by  crociHiiltn.  These  ani- 
malii  lie  bai^king  in  the  tiiin,  an<l  muy  t-iisily  be 
lUJMaken  fur  lugs  of  wood ;  on  the  upproach  of 
a  boat,  they  quit  their  resting-place,  and  take 
to  the  water;  but  so  slowly  and  indifTrrvntly, 
that  they  do  not  appear  to  be  in  ihc  least 
alarmed.  1  have  seen  the  natives,  when  towing 
a  vesitcl  up  the  stream,  walk  boldly  through  the 
water,  to  the  very  Iwink  from  which  the  animals 
WCTC  moving;  while  they  «nk  into  it  to  hide 
(hnDtelTCK.  I  never  heard  of  a  man,  while  thus 
engaged,  l>eing  seized  by  one,  although  th<?y  Iiax'e 
been  known  to  haunt  the  neighbourhood  of  a 
ghaul,  and  draw  the  bathers  under  ihc  stream. 
It  is  a  death,  however,  rather  to  bi-  desired  by 
the  Hindoos  than  avoided;  w  ihnt  I  believe  a 
place  so  selected  by  the  crocodiles  will  attract  by 
its  mlditioiial  wmctity  rather  than  frighten  by 
its  dimger.  I  know  no  sight  so  truly  disgust- 
ing B8  a  sandbank  covered  with  crocodiles:  it 
makes  the  bluud  run  cold  to  lu«>k  at  it. 

VOL.  II.  M 
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About  sunset,  ihv  wrvnnt,  who  had  gooe  to 
»«arch  for  tlw  kcjrs  rvliiroinl,  and  vas  greeted 
nHlli  loud  j'L-lU.  lie  had  last  hin  labour,  and 
returned  willwut  them,  when  the  mystiTJous 
anxiety  was  cleared  up.  "Break  open  the 
trunks,  or  ve  shall  be  all  starved,"  wu  the  cry 
of  my  ardar.  I  found  be  had  cbm«n  to  lock 
up  the  tncal  belonging  to  hiniseir  and  felloW' 
bearers  in  one  of  my  trunks;  I  was  forced, 
th('r<.'ri>n.%  to  ooniply,  and  restored  them  all  to 
giK>()-hiimaur. 

Dec.  lllh.— Atten  in  themorniiig  wearriTed 
at  the  ghaut  of  Cawnpore,  whidi  may  tie  CAlkd 
the  higheot  jtort  aptm  the  GangM  of  any  impor- 
tance; for  below  this  the  river  is  wider,  and 
navigable  for  larger  vessi-ls  than  t)»u»e  ihM  can 
be  used  above  it.  Goodtt  of  any  bulk  arc  fre- 
(juently  taken  from  the  boats  that  bring  them 
hither,  and  divided  among  smaller  ooes  for  the 
purpose  of  niurceiuilyoKcendingthcstreani:  the 
banks,  tlu-n-forc,  arc  full  of  bu»nc»sand  bustle 
I  could  imvc  changed  uiy  little  hnrk  fur  a  niorc 
splendid  one  if  I  had  deained ;  but  I  found  Diy- 
self  so  snug  in  it,  that  I  did  not  care  about 
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**  tbc  dignity  of  a  budgerow,"  whicli  my  ser- 
vants UT^ed  as  a  reason  for  my  making  the 
change:  (iVam-Aa.«paa(ie),  "on account  cf  your 
name ;" — a  feeling,  that  lias  great  influence  with 
the  natives,  as  indeed  it  should  wilh  all  people ; 
I  hope,  however,  mine  is  not  likely  to  be  dis- 
graced by  my  contiiiiiuncc  luider  the  thatched 
roof. 

Brydone,  in  his  lively  Tour  of  Sicily,  relates 
the  horror  of  his  i^alet  de  pUir.e,  lest  the  reputa- 
tion  of  their  whole  household  shtiuld  be  lost  by 
his  master  walking  across  the  street  in  Palermo, 
The  risk  I  run  is  pretty  much  of  the  same  na- 
ture. The  native  town  of  Ciiwnpurc  is  nothing 
very  extraordinary;  but  a  number  of  pnrtty 
bungalows  are  seen  from  the  river,  tiie  liabita- 
tious  of  the  Knglish  ofBcera.  It  i*  n  large  mill- 
tary  station,  equal  in  extent  and  conw'qiii'iicc  to 
Mevrut,  and  more  full  of  dust  and  diwigreettbles 
than  ever  that  place  waii.  I  was  more  concerned, 
however,  in  the  scene  around  me;  for,  anxious 
to  move  on,  I  would  not  quit  my  boat,  lest  all 
should  take  advantage  of  my  absence,  and  di»- 
ycnv  themselves  through  the  bazaar. 

u  S 
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I  found  myself  id  the  midst  of  a  hinguUr  nnd 
an  ac'tiTi;  peoptu.  Kvery  description  of  w^l 
that  can  be  iiitogined  waa  cullfctMl  ulong  the 
bank :  thi-  pinnitce,  which,  with  it*  ihrve  inn*l* 
and  Deal  rigging,  might  have  passed  for  a  ship; 
budg<eruw»,  the  cltimsiest  of  all  cluinii}'  things, 
vriih  ihcir  stems  several  times  higher  than  their 
bow* ;  and  bauleahs,  ugly  enough,  but  tightly 
skimming  along,  like  gondolas,  companil  wjUi 
tlie  heavy  croft  about  thiin;  tliv  drifting  hay- 
ttacks,  nliich  the  country  busts  appear  to  be 
wbeii  at  a  distance,  with  their  Daki>d  cn-ws 
straining  every  nerve  ii|Mjn  their  summits,  aud 
diix-ring  themselves  with  a  wild,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  a  sweet  song;  pianchways,  iJiooUng 
swiftly  down  the  Mrcam  with  one  [>erMin  only  im 
board,  who  sits  At  the  head,  steering  with  his 
right  ham),  rowing  with  his  foot,  and  in  the  left 
hand  Itolding  his  pipe.  A  ferry-boat,  constantly 
plying  across  the  stream,  adds  to  the  variety  of 
the  scene  by  \tt  motley  collection  of  piissengcn 
—travellers,  iiu.Tchant»  and  faquirs,  camels,  bul- 
locks and  horses,  all  crowded  ti^gether. 

Tlic  vessels  fasteiml  to  tbv  sliore  are  so  closely 
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packed,  that  tb«y  appeared  to  be  one  mass,  and 
from  their  thatched  roofs  and  low  entrances 
inigtit  easily  pass  for  a  floating  village.  Thdr 
inhabitants  arc'  scalteretl  along  th<*  bank,  some 
cooking,  some  smoking,  and  many  abusing  each 
other  to  the  inmost  of  their  power.  A\'hcn  a 
newly-arrived  vessel  endeavours  to  take  Up  a 
position  among  those  which  have  already  aa> 
sumed  their  alations,  the  uproar  iti  trt-niendous. 
The  people  of  the  moored  boats,  who  jR-rccive 
that  a  concussion  is  inevitable,  never  attempt  to 
ward  it  o9*,  hut  join  in  loud  and  unmeasured 
abuse  of  the  crew  of  the  intruding  one,  who 
spring  to  the  roof  of  their  boat,  and,  waving 
their  arms  in  a  wild  manner,  return  it  with 
double  energy.  I  have  watched  these  scenes  of 
"  wonly  war,"  till  I  thought  I  Khould  hiive 
iJropix-d  with  laughter.  As  the  "im|>ending" 
hark  drawK  near,  the  noi«e  hecomeii  greater  and 
greater;  till  at  length,  bump !  and  all  is  terrible 
confuKioD.  The  tmats  bnlow  tlie  one  thus  struck 
KK  movetl  from  their  pnnition,  and  up  rise  thdr 
crews  to  vindicate  their  prior  right  of  ground 
Any  of  the  dandeea,  boatmen,  who  may  be  on 
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the  dhore  vDgngvd  al  liirir  mmls,  fly  from  thciu 
to  UDitc  thi^r  rokrs  to  those  of  itxrir  mates; 
[adm]  the  pawcngiTK,  who  should  Iw  indiffciviit 
to  the  UMlttT,  caniMH  resist  the  attraction:  nil 
•ectn  to  hv  iinp«l]e<)  by  some  magic  Hpell  to 
tiiLstii)  tu  llie  >]Kil,  aiK)  join  in  the  clamour: 
liktt  tbe  negro  in  tlve  beautiful  tnle  of  Vatheli, 
vho  by  MMnv  uncontrollnblt;  impulse  drew  tbe 
inhahilantit  of  every  place  through  which  be 
ruvt<l,  to  kick  him  in  hift  coune. 

I  have  ju«  rcoovcrcd  from  an  unexpeclc^l  de- 
»cent  caused  by  such  an  invasioo  as  I  have  de- 
tcrilicd.  My  boat  got  so  entangled  with  two  or 
threethnt  had  been  loosened  frtHn  above,  that  we 
were  swept  bodily  down  !)»'  Umiin,  and  had 
proceeded  some  hundred  Ynn)*  before  we  couI<l 
regain  our  ground.  I  determitml  to  draw  out 
of  the  crowd,  and  am  now  ftotem-d  to  the  bank 
II  little  below  the  cantonnicnt.  I  have  placed 
myself,  however,  in  ttu;  i»id»t  of  the  washiog- 
grouud,  and  am  entertained  by  tlie  thumping  of 
the  linen  ujion  a  »tone,  and  the  pavior-tike  grunt 
fnKn  the  wnahemieu  that  accompanies  the  action. 
I   nK-ant  to  liave  t|uittcd  Cawnpor«  at  twelve 
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o'dock ;  but  wlim  once,  ttftcr  a  short  absence 
from  such  ai]  Mttrwrtinii,  the  nmives  cnn  gt-t  into 
a  baxaar,  it  U  no  fu^y  mattiT  to  collect  them  to- 
f^ther  again.  I  .ihall  he  di-lnvcd  till  sunset  in 
con&eqiience,  ami  the  jteople  are  umiiii^  down  in 
crowds  to  tiathe  and  draw  wnlvr.  Under  a 
pvcpuUtrce  a  little  above  llie  town,  tliere  i>  a 
small  lingiini.  which  has  a  wreath  of  flowers 
round  i(,  ami  several  are  lying  on  the  altar  on 
which  it  i.i  jiliiccd,  I  oljserted  many  men  and 
women  touch  iton  their  pti^n;;  by  after  bathing;; 
and  then,  rvturning  the  han<l  ro  their  foreheads, 
pour  a  little  water  upon  it,  and  pasa  on. 

Dec.  13th. — I  am  now  passing  the  dty  of 
Sirajpoor,  a  verj-  pretty  one,  but  apparently  in 
ruins :  this  is  generally  the  appearance,  I  think, 
of  a  Dative  town  when  viewed  from  any  distance, 
00  account  of  an  irr^ularity  in  the  mode  of 
building,  and  an  untininhed  look  that  the  hou»e» 
haw;  one  portion,  perhaps,  being  painted, 
while  (he  rest  have  the  bricks  exposed,  or  (he 
plastering  but  partially  eoniplctt'd-  Such  a  want 
of  method,  however,  has  the  effect  of  imjiroving 
the   picture;    and  as  they   generally  are  well 


surroumltti  by  ttvtt*,  they  make  mast  intcn^ting 
object*.  A  (lisUnt  view  of  u  iiiittve  town  is  crr- 
tatnlv  ibc  best :  th<?y  arc  nil  pretty  much  alike 
h)  tltnr  interior  arrangvnicn 1 5,  and  few  (iatp  luiy 
obJL-cU  within  lh«in  of  gr«at  intvmt.  I  am 
talking  only  of  the  common  towiu  oo  tltc  banks 
of  tlie  Ganges,  not  the  places  of  note,  as  A1U> 
liabatl.  Benares,  &c. 

Sailing  rapidly  down  the  river)  as  I  am  obliged 
to  do,  1  find  few  incidents  to  varj-  the  «c«ne. 
At  ni^ht,  I  am  very  careful  to  have  my  little 
bark  moomi  in  the  centre  of  the  btrcaoi  to  mom 
Nittid-buik,  of  which  there  are  a  great  many ; 
for  my  people  declare,  tu  long,  at  least,  as  we 
arc  kkining  tlK>  territory  of  the  king  of  Oude, 
that  tlitrc  IH  gn»t  pntlmbilily  of  being  attacked 
by  DccuitK.  Thc«o  niunuidcrs  commit  tbcirde- 
preilations  in  too  largv  niimbiTS  for  my  party  to 
o)i|>uiie,  e^'en  if  they  were  tnorv  warlike  than 
tU-y  are  likely  to  prove :  having  the  water  bc- 
twi^n  u«  and  tlic  enemy,  ihereforc,  \%  a  prudent 
arrangement. 

The  motley  pns»i-ngcrK  of  the  Gangs*  were  in- 
crcatcd  this  morning  by  a  large  party  of  my 
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own  countrymen  ami  women,  fonnctl  by  a  di- 
vision  of  the  mcIc,  luid  siildiers'  wivoa  belong- 
ing lo  a  king's  regiment  on  its  marrb  from 
Gha2ee)X)ri:  to  ('awnpore.  When  the  corps  movp» 
by  land,  the  hospiul  and  women  arc  sent  by 
water,  under  the  command  of  an  officer,  whnne 
serrice  is  by  no  means  to  be  envied. 

They  were  all  packed  into  boats  similar  to 
the  one  I  am  sailing  in,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  to  each,  not  including  the  children,  wlio 
Kcmed  to  mc  to  be  nithout  end. 

There  was  a  light  breeze,  and  thnr  veMtels 
were  sailinj;  up  the  stream ;  the  women  were 
lounging  upon  the  roofs,  and  thvcbildrvn  peeping 
through  the  malting  at  the  sides:  Hhirts,  gowuK, 
and  caps  were  stuck  u]Jon  every  pari  of  the 
rigging,  and  Huttcred  away  in  the  vriml ;  while 
pots,  pnnx,  and  kettles  were  fastened  alxHit  thv 
banihooM  on  the  chopper  (thaiched)  roof  There 
were  at  leaitt  fifty  boats,  and  they  were  sjiread 
irregularly  across  the  river:  and  many  a  bump 
I  received  in  ray  |>a!tKigr  through  them,  and 
many  a  curse,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  "  both  loud 
and  deep,"  when  the  head  of  my  boat,  (which, 
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by-thc-bye,  is  painted  likr  an  nlligator's,)  poked 
iDlo  th«  table  of  n  breakfasting  party,  as  my 
unskilful  little  hclnisntHn  cndcurourvd  to  thread 
iiiit  way  tlmmgh  tliv  fleet. 

In  the  rear  i^  thi«  division  of  Aiiiazunn  came 
(be  tick,  who  guw  u  still  more  unguliir  variety 
to  tlie  party-  Tliey  were  in  their  tlre^ng- 
gowns  and  nij^it-capA,  and  perched  alwut  the 
different  |>arts  of  their  boats:  tliey  are  allowed 
more  room  than  the  healthy  ;  and  although  1 
think  the  hospital  traoflport  wi^ht  be  better 
managi-d  than  it  is,  llicy  si-dinix]  tolerably  cotn- 
fortabltf.  When  thore  is  mt  wind,  the  Ixiats  are 
towed  up;  aik)  iK-iiig  obliged  to  lollow  each 
other,  hare  not  *o  auiusing  an  appenranoc  as 
when  thuD  wcAttt-red  overthe  surfiice.  I  teanicd 
that  (his  fornivti  thv  first  division,  and  that  the 
soeond  was  a  day  or  two  in  lite  rvar.  The  fleet 
attracted  the  observation  of  all  ihv  m-ighbouring 
villagers:  the  woRii.'n  paused  on  the  iMuiks,  with 
their  pitchers  on  tlieir  headii,  to  notice  llicir 
white  sisterhood  with  astonishu>ent. 

I  have  often  wondered  what  these  sable  dain- 
sela  can   think  of  the  extraordinary  beings  of 
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tbrir  own  order,  in  European  society ;  for  tliry 
Mf,  in  every  po^bli7  respect,  aA  opposite  to  each 
oilier  tu  if  distinct  anitnaU;  and  ihe  native 
women  look  at  them  a*  if  they  believe  they 
ri.-sl1y  have  nothing  in  cominon. 

I  soon  lost  sight  of  the  Amaisonian  fleet,  and 
fell  into  uninterrupted  quiet  till  the  end  of  the 
day.  Just  Ijcforc  sunset,  I  had  my  boat  fastened 
to  ihe  riglit  bank  of  the  river,  beside  a  litth- 
village;  and,  on  my  return  from  paying  it  a 
visit,  f  found  I  watt  not  to  be  the  sole  tenant  of 
the  ground;  for  the  second  division  of  thr 
women  bad  arrived,  and  their  boats  were  moored 
in  a  line  above  mine. 

It  was  now  just  dark,  and  they  were  nil  landed, 
and  runnin;;  wild  and  half-naked  among  the  long 
gnuH  and  few  trees  around — screaming,  laugh* 
ing,  and  cnix'ring  like  so  many  bacchanal*.  The 
boatmen  vieiv  eiN>king  their  dinners  in  front  of 
their  vessels,  under  great  a]iprehi.-iiKion  of  jx>llu- 
tion  from  the  uncontn>lled  prank*  of  these 
furies,  who  threatened  lo  overturn  iheir  messes 
at  every  ilep.  I  am  not  KurpriHcd  al  tlie  plrft- 
Gure  these  women  feel  at  liberation,  after  twelve 
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\i*ag  Imurs  of  such  confinement.  They  makr  n 
much  gn^ter  sensation  in  a  native  village  than 
a  wliole  r^mcnt  of  men ;  for  the  vilUj^rs  By 
at  their  approach.  Such  a  cocnmand  is  a  novej 
one,  somewhat,  for  an  officer;  although  1 
shrvwdlj  suspect  that  I  am  miscaUiojo;  it  sadly 
when  I  say  a  command. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Afiriwbul — Chnnar — Dbdum — A  Sattae — A  fairy — Dinapon 
•ad  Pallia — MoDgbyr — Uaggain — Sidy  Gnllj —  Rajmahid — 
th»  Ubtglnltil — CnDcluiioo. 

Dec.  I4th. — At  daylight  in  the  morning  my 
neighbourfl  ant)  myself  got  under  weigh ;  and 
by  two  o'clock  I  arrived  nt  Allahabad,  and 
moored  un  a  bank  cluae  to  the  point  of  tht.-  fort 
where  the  Jumna  and  Ganges  join:  nn  annual 
fjiir  happened  to  be  held  in  the  very  spot,  and  I 
finind  a  large  party  of  Ijoth  »exes  assembled  to 
celebrate  it.  It  w8.s  a  religious  fair,  and  took 
place  on  the  very  spot  of  the  confluence  of  the 
two  rivers.  There  did  not  sct-m  to  mc  to  be  any 
thing  sold :  bathing  and  praying  were  the  great 
occupations.  A  great  number  of  platfunnit, 
about  eight  or  ten  feet  square,  with  long  legs  to 
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tb«n,  «tood  in  tito  water:  they  hnd  canople* 
above  them,  anrl  were  m  IxMthn  in  Kngli^b  fairs ; 
for  iD  them  people  frequently  sat,  as  if  to  rest 
themselves  after  having  waded  through  the  river 
lo  reach  thein.  The  brahmins,  bowerer,  seemed 
to  be  the  peculiar  masters  ofea«h,  for  they  never 
moved  from  their  seats;  but,  occupying  tl»e 
centre  with  their  rosaries  in  their  hands  tv- 
mained  at  their  poats,  to  administer  to  the  spiri- 
tual wants  of  those  who  visited  them. 

It  was  a  very  pretty  scene :  the  women  faad 
thi-ir  holiday  clothe*  on,   ant)  ithone   in    n>*| 
scarfs  among  thi^  crowd.     Some  of  the  shorto 
ones  were  frcqueittly  up  to  thdr  nhouldcnt  ill 
wading  thrvugh  the  stream  ;  and  I  otiMTvcd  thalj 
titey  nil  ffit  great  plt-asurcon  reaching  the  lina] 
that  mnrtci'd  the  mct-lEng  of  the  waters,  which  iaj 
now  very  clearly  defined — the  Jumna  being  •] 
bright  blue,  and  the  (inngen  having  still  its  sandM 
colour.    From  n  little  diManoe  the  concourse  had 
a  curiiHiH  appearance.     The  seats,    which  the 
brahmins  nccu|>ied,  were  oti  the  surface  of  the 
river,  and  they  xeemed  to  he  floating  upon  i(,  in 
the  positions  in  which  those  sufiieetcd  of  being  ] 
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wiiches  in  th«  good  old  Itoifs,  mm  tonti  to  m- 
sume  to  undcT^  the  tol  of  tbor  vitiae. 

Th«  rort  has  «  rrry  fine  «pp«nD(T  Cram  »jr 
pontioo :  Uure  ii  now  ■  long  tract  at  mad  bo 
twcen  it  and  me,  howerer ,  which,  when  tbc  nvvr 
i>  at  its  h«ight,  b  under  waier-.  This  b  the 
waiwa  it  is  at  its  lowed.  Mj  HinJoo  wemat* 
joined  in  the  operations  thai  were  gcmgoa,»o6 
I  rather  think  related  aome  of  their  travels  to 
places  of  even  superior  ssncthy  to  AlUhabad : 
for  tbejr  seemed  to  excite  ■  great  degree  of  to. 
tcrest  in  their  hearers,  in  sanie  of  which  1  ahand, 
if  I  may  judge  br  the  lookA  that  wrrr  ercrjr 
now  and  then  directed  towards  ii>e.  There  is  an 
invisible  cause  of  the  grcztiT  holiness  of  Allafaa- 
ba«l,  over  other  places  whrrc  riven  join ;  for  a 
subterranean  one  is  suppoxcd  to  unite  in  this 
spot  with  the  Ganges  and  Jumna. 

I  descended  a  species  of  care  within  tbc  fott 
by  a  flight  of  steps  to  a  dark  narrow  passage,  at 
the  end  of  which  tlien-  ig  tbc  trunk  of  a  tre« 
still  alive,  although  the  air  is  quite  excluded, 
and  the  rock  which  linislies  the  cave  is  moist 
with  water,  which  tht  pco]>Ic  bciitvc  arises  from 


the  course  of  the  Sc«rfiAwaitee,  the  myMcrious 
river,  lie  that  as  it  may,  the  belief  is  not  ■ 
whit  more  foolish  than  that  held  b;  the  Maltear, 
who  dccn)  that  St.  Paul's  Cave,  in  their  island, 
never  diminishes,  though  thousands  every  day 
mn-y  off  its  chalk. 

Doc.  I5lh. — For  some  time  after  quitting  Al- 
lahabad, I  thought  I  could  distinctly  trace  the 
courses  of  the  two  rivers,  and  I  was  pleased  to 
witness   their  junction,  after   having  toiled  so 
much  to  yass  the  mighty  barrier  thai  divides 
their  sources:    to  have  oeeu  the  fir«t  am)  lost 
hahitattona,  too,  watered  by  tlie  Juiiinii,  was  a 
gn-at  utinfaction.     What  i»  Curaaliby  tlieside 
of  the  king  of  wordiipped  places;    and  jtoor 
little  Dorali  to  the  sacnd  dty  I  am  now  ap- 
pRMching  }•    We  loon,  however,  floaied  poKi  tho 
blue  Ktream  of  the  Juinna»  and  went  tnerrtlyoit 
between  high  bankti  of  very  little  interest,  until, 
alraut  Minsel,  we  reached  Mirutfxwr.     It  is  a 
very  large  place,  and  Mrctches  along  the  hank 
of  the  river  for  some  diHtance:  its  gliaut  wa:t 
full  of  people,  and  its  port  crowded  with  vessels. 
In  the  town  were  all  the  varieties  of  mosques. 
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tcmpU's,  and  houses;  nnd,  as  my  boatmen  as- 
sured ino,  vi-rj-  capilid  bnzaars. 

I  knew  the  consequence  of  ptmiiltiiig  my 
people  to  land  j  and  preferred  passing  iu  at- 
tioctioii!*,  and  n'liittining  a  fevr  hours  near  some 
amall  village.  It  is  evident,  from  Ihe  greater 
number  of  boats  on  the  river,  that  we  are  fast 
reaching  a  country  of  more  consequence  and 
greater  population.  Wc  pass  every  hour  a 
number  of  fishing- boats,  and  are  well  supplied 
writli  d<.-scnptions  of  their  contents:  I  do  not, 
however,  like  more  than  two  or  three  kinds  of 
the  Gib  of  the  Ganges.  The  quantity  that 
swarms  in  its  waters  is  IwyontI  all  belief;  they 
would  be  nearly  as  difficult  to  enumerate  as  the 
Rail  of  the  sea ;  and  the  lives  of  thoiie  who  fol- 
low the  trade  of  fishennen  are  neither  laborious 
nor  unproGtable,  They  seem  to  be  quite  satis- 
lied  if  tiiey  catch  two  or  three  tolerably  large 
fisli,  which  may  bring  them  something  even 
under  a  rupee,  for  the  matinel  of  the  service  is 
verj-  simple  and  cheap. 

A  large  town,  like  Mirzapoor,  springs  up  so 
suddenly  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  without  any 
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Umg  9iibari»  lo  announce  its  ▼kinity,  that  ja 
would  be  struck  hy  it*  size,  even  were  it  much 
IcsB  than  it  nolly  U.  When  it  |m)!mo««.-s  to 
largr  a  pnjiulaiion,  however,  as  nearly  300,000, 
bow  great  muM  the  cootrut  be  to  the  little  vil- 
lages above  and  below  it ! 

When  it  was  nearly  daA  X  stopped,  to 
able  my  people  lo  cook  and  dine,  determined  to ' 
nncb  Deoares  lo-morrow.  Thorc  is  a  »niall 
nlla^  not  VL-ry  Tar  from  us;  and  ckMte  to  the 
bnkfl  of  the  ctrpum  Um  a  eharpoy,  or  nslive 
bnl«tead,  which  hwi  lately,  no  doubt,  been  the 
hier  at  nine  Hindoo,  whose  body  has,  hy  thb 
time,  regaled  the  Tullurc  and  the  crow  tn  ilt 
pro^-ss  down  tho  holy  river.  Such  m^tuoriali 
of  mortality  ore  not  unfrequent :  the  tnts,  on 
which  the  bodies  arc  placed,  arc  put  Bufficicntly 
new  the  valer  to  allow  them  to  be  washed  off: 
and,  floating  along  the  surface,  they  are  often 
•Nn  in  a  Toyage  up  the  river,  with  birds  of 
prey  iwated  upon  ihem. 

Dec.  16th. — We  had  a  most  I>rautifu1  night, 
■B  calm  as  poMible ;  and  I  waa  kept  awake  (that 
1  miglit  obwrvt  it)  by  the  votovs  of  my  rowers, 
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who  murniiircd  a  very  sweet  air,  for  I  cannot 
call  il  w'npinp,  to  keep  tlieir  (lur*  in  liitu'.  A 
nMMt  (liiconiiint  ^trll  roso  rroni  tlii-  bankK,  wliJi'li 
ilmtrned,  now  unti  tlii'ii,  (he  Mifler  acctMita  of  my 
baalmen:  it  was  cnuftcil  by  the  uiiiteil  tones  of 
tlie  jackals  and  the  watchmen ;  the  latter  sat 
anumg  their  cucunil>era  and  kugar-canea.  t 
know  not  which  screamed  (he  loude&t.  I  co\ild 
not  gather  the  meaning  of  the  song  the  crew  of 
my  hoat  chanted,  hut  the  wortlit  Kuuiuk'J  softly 
enough.  The  moaning  of  llidr  voices  «%me<l 
to  inv  to  be  like  what  is  understcKid  in  iscotland 
by  a  "sugh,"  and  might  very  well  have  passed 
for  a  hush-o-by,  when  the  nurse  had  nearly  suc- 
ccitlcd  >ti  murmuring  herself  to  sleep,  as  well 
OS  her  infant.  I  think  the  words  of  the  Hindoo 
melodies  arc  scarcely  worth  recording ;  such  I 
mean  as  are  sung  by  the  working  classes.  They 
cclrbrati'  eating  and  sensiiuhty  generally  so 
much,  tliat  tliey  might  scctn  to  disprove  the 
Indian's  claim  to  great  abstinence,  which,  from 
ibcir  devotions  to  their  lucals,  I  have  already 
qucMtionnl. 


InC' 
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«rdw  fan  of  Chtraar: 
«vn  atwrt  of  itt  the 
'  from  tbe  Ghamriipaar 
the  first  riimtiooi 
I  m  Ac  whole  ki^th  of  (he  rirrr 
Th*  brt  ftMiid*  apoa  the  top 
over  the  rmr,  wiih 
ib  adn  to  the  water. 
I  fnm  hm  radn  •rauDd  by  iu 
■d,  M  we  pa»ed  it  before 
to  frown  f^iMoaiy  upon  us 
height.  A  tapof  centrr, 
down  aoe  of  it«  pUtfimDB,  wu 
of  B£f  it  dinpUyed.  It  re- 
■mirh  of  the  castle  of  UumhaKoOt 
■kboagli  if  had  ■*«*  woHii  to  the  water  sick, 
<ad  Aef*  waa  nothtng  m  the  aoenefy  around  to 
6t0aoy  the  bncy. 

A  turn  in  the  rirer  made  the  fort  appear  in 
the  middle  of  the  stream,  and  it  seemed  well 
calcuUiod  to  i^uanl  the  pass.     It  was  altog^ 
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ther  a  beautiful  scene ;  aod  rising  as  it  dots 
above  such  vide  and  unvurying  plauiio,  Uki;  a 
f^Kcn  »p<)t  in  the  di-scrt,  I  wus  loth  to  quit  it. 
In  o«r  prygrt-sn  touurds  Benares,  we  ke|it  close 
to  the  cast  bank  of  the  river ;  and  when  distant 
froai  it  two  or  three  hours,  had  an  amu&ing 
Tuiety  of  travellers  towards  the  sacred  city  to 
enliven  the  route.  The  road  on  the  shore  ap- 
peare<l  so  crowded,  that  I  imagined  some  fair 
was  to  he  held  ;  but  I  learned  that  that  was  not 
tli«  caite,  and  the  eonu>urse  wa»  by  no  mtaiis 
unu«ual.  There  were  even  vt-ho)e  families:  lh«rc 
wa»  a  father  carryinji;  two  baskets  balanced 
across  his  shoulder  on  a  pole;  his  cooktng>|K)ts 
and  meal  in  one,  while  in  the  other.  "  nestled 
curious,  there  an  infant  lay."  The  little  thing 
aat  a>  cunifortobly  ax  jmKxibk',  covered  up  to  its 
chin  in  clothes,  and  turning  its  black  head  about 
in  tbe  most  inde]K-ndent  manner.  If  I  had  nut 
sevn  this  sort  of  travelling-cradle  before,!  should 
have  taken  its  inmate  for  one  of  n  litter  of  pu[>- 
pic«,  nith  it«  muzzle  poked  out  of  its  bed.  The 
inotlier  followed  with  a  bundle  on  her  itviui,  and 
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B  child  upoo  hcT  hip;  while  two  or  three  other 
h'ltle  things  trottetl  Bwnyhy  hrr  n<lo. 

I  was  much  slru<.-k  with  the husiness-like  man- 
ner in  which  nil  purliat  wt!rc  purstiJng  their 
joiiniey :  llierv  wiu  i»»  loiin;^n)T  nor  pausing  on 
the  road;  meo,  women,  and  children  pushed 
on  u»  fiut  lUi  they  could.  There  w«re  crowds 
of  bcpgnrii,  howcTCT,  who  were  very  glad  to 
stay  their  course  for  the  chance  of  a  A-w  pjoe, 
nnd  their  whining  exclamations  were  inrrftint 
"Sotnrthing  to  eat,"  wm  the  universal  cry, 
which  was  always  accompanied,  by  (he  women 
most  particularly,  by  an  expressiTc  dixplay  of 
their  emptiness,  the  gathering  up  of  their 
wrinkled  skins  in  thdr  hands,  to  prove  how 
much  room  ()h-tc  was  within  for  toore  iiourisb- 
racDt. 

Some  grBvo-luoking  brahraios,  wdl  covcn-d 
with  clulhei,  were  utoving  sotierly  along  upon 
little  latloos;  while  others  sat  nior«  at  their 
ease  lieneath  the  conicai-sliuped  canu^iies  of 
thdr  carriages,  almoet  lost  in  the  midst  of  thdr 
goods  and   tlicir  clothes.     Tlw   bullocks  that 
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draw  ibem  are  generally  handsome  animals, 
very  fat  and  very  sleek :  stmie  of  them  liave 
the  honour  of  bearing  the  charms  of  the  olher 
wx,  OS  we  may  gather  from  the  ocra«onal 
glances  that  their  bright  black  eyes  shoot  forth 
front  between  the  folds  of  the  curlaiiis  that 
Mtm  envious  to  conceal  thetn. 

Among  other  adventurers  to  the  city,  via  a 
snalce-chnrmcr,  who  took  udvantnge  of  a  pnuKC 
in  my  passage  to  sit  down  on  the  hank,  and 
pipe  to  his  pupils,  which  reared  their  crests. 
and  upfH-nred  to  take  real  delight  in  the  mu»ic. 
He  had  two  which  he  took  from  n  buy,  ami 
bandied  with  the  most  iierfect  iudlflerence. 
They  seemed  to  be  e<]iially  eareleas  about  his 
touch,  and  wtmnd  round  lii»  onus  and  his  neck 
as  familiarly  a»  pottKible. 

The  approach  to  a  fair  or  a  hurse-race  in  our 
own  country,  cannot  afibrd  more  variety  or  in- 
terest than  an  crery-day  assemblage  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Benares,  if  these  be  the  common 
objects,  which  I  uoi  ossLired  they  are.  I  saw 
also  Homi;  of  tlic  pilgrims,  with  whose  errand  I 
became  so  well  acquainted  at  Gungoutri,  carry- 
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ing  vessels  of  water  into  the  citj :  they  were 
slung  over  their  ^toulders  b  little  baskets: 
«nd  ninoiig  iIk'  crowd,  was  one  niaii  with  his 
smi  fixed  above  his  head  and  his  fist  clenched, 
the  nails  of  his  fiogers  hanging  in  strings  down 
the  back  of  his  hand. 

I  am  not  going  to  give  a  dcTM-ription  of  the 
dty  of  Benares ;  for  that  has  Itct- n  «o  frequentlv 
and  so  well  done,  that  it  would  hv  unrH-cessarv, 
even  if  I  had  pa^ed  sufficient  time  at  it  to  en- 
able nic  to  do  so.  So  large  a  town  (fen-  its 
population  is  nearly  six  hundred  tlwusaod) 
must  form  a  grand  object  from  the  river ;  wul 
where  all,  or  the  greater  part  of  it«  inhabitants 
are  ongngi-d  in  (he  cininly  right  of  bathing  in 
the  Men'<i  Klruoni,  the  Mii-iie  iK  beyond  all  be- 
lief beautiful.  Soon  after  daylight,  the  daily 
■ceremony  bt^na;  and  until  th«  sun  grows 
warm,  the  erowds  at  the  river,  with  t)H-  partici 
drawing  towards  it,  ur  returning  fntni  it,  throw 
the  whole  place  into  nnini-iiimi.  While  I  was 
fluMing  before  the  ghauts  iu  admiration  of  tlie 
•cene,  it  accuK^l  to  lue  like  some  fairy  dream — 
M  unlike  was  it  to  any  thing  I  had  ever  wit- 
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neased.  In  Hurdwnr  it  is  a  more  hsHty  cere- 
moay,  and  I  think  a  purely  religious  rite; 
but  here  the  devout,  iht  indifferent,  and  the 
profane  are  so  tuJnj^lcd  tugrtlicr,  engaged  in 
thdr  different  occupations  of  prnying,  wiuhing, 
and  playing,  that  it  is  hard  to  ay  which  party 
predoniinatvK. 

The  wnmrn  tieem  Iri1)e  in  fully  as  great  num- 
ber as  the  men,  and  have  not  a  separate  gliaut 
from  them:  they  always,  however,  stand  lower 
in  the  stream,  and  the  deference  that  is  )>aid  to 
their  situation  by  the  men  is  very  great.  Doth 
ecxu  stand  up  to  their  waists  in  the  water,  and 
ocotsianally  dip  their  heads  beneath  it;  but  I 
never  observed  any  one  swim  out.  There  are 
many  who  do  not  like  the  dipping  port  of  the 
■flair,  any  more  than  Ihv  fair  liulliers  on  our 
own  cuast :  they  ulnay*  carry  with  them  a 
brass  vessel,  which  they  fill  constantly,  and 
pour  over  their  heads.  I  have  seen  them  n>> 
peat  this  iiperation  twenty  times  at  least  with- 
out pausing. 

I   could  observe  brahmins  performing  their 
VOL.  II.  H 
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^H  praycn,   and    othrrs    muking   offmngs  wbUe 

^H  ilteir  Di-i;;liE>i)iir*   were  vrathing    their  clotbn 

^^^H       iukI  K)ilnxhinx  away  at  a  retc  quite  rDougK  to 

^^^^a      ■linltc  tlie  (gravity  »f  iinj  but  a  brahmin.      It 

^f  was  ainunnj;  to  see  a  fat   old   priest  vraddir 

from  llw  stream  like  a  turtle,  and  take  up  IiU 

(XMition  on  the  steps  i^  the  ghaut  i  wliile,  not 

far  rnmi  hiui,  the  light  fonus  of  the  women 

raM  from  the  wove,  and  »tood  nilh  their  lrai» 

parent   drapery  flontiug  about  llicm,  to  comb 

Itinr  long  locks— l)k«  nirrmiiiilft  in  nil  but  tbcir 

want  of  iiiirrurH.      >Vhen  their  hair  i>  nearly 

dry,  they  hold  tbeir  clean  robes  like  a  acntn 

niund  t)»eir  figures;  and  shaking  the  wet  ones 

offthfU),  draw  ihe  otltor&  clo«e,  and  arc  dre^ed 

in   a   moment.     The   6gures  appruacbtng  iIh 

|{hniit,  some  of  llwm  in  blue  and  roee>-coloural 

scarfs,   aa  well  an  whiU',   viith  their  pitchers  mi 

tlMtir  hmdM  and  tlieir  children  by  iheir  MdcK, 

give  a  still  more  picturesque  effect  to  (lie  kvw. 

The  nunilxT  of  boats  thai  are  passing  up  and 

down  the  river,  the  spla&liing  of  the  oars,  and 

the  tong  of  the  rowers,  with  the  Kfcatns  of  the 

children,  who,  without  their  content  to  the  cere- 
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mooy,  are  getting  well  ducked,  complete  llw 
picture;  and  such  a  picture  can  certainly  be 
exhibited  no  where  but  on  the  banks  of  lh« 
Ganges,  and  in  no  part  of  those  |K>pulauB 
sltorcs  to  well  aa  at  the  ghauts  of  llc-nare». 
The  sun  wiu  not  »>  high,  but  (hat  the  domes 
and  mitiarvtn  of  the  Holy  City  were  rdlected  in 
die  stream  below ;  and  it  appeared  that  the 
towu,  at  well  a.1  its  sons  and  daughters,  had 
Rcil  to  the  IxKwn)  of  the  sacred  river. 

I  WAN  not  able  to  linger  long  before  so  lively 
■n  assemblage,  and  tloatcd  away  towards  Gha- 
scejKire.  The  banks  nn  each  side  of  the  river 
improve  very  much  in  their  soil  and  cultivation, 
and  town*  coiiie  retdly  quickly  uptm  us.  At  a 
sliort  distance,  in  a  direct  line,  but  u  long  way 
otr  from  the  windings  of  the  river,  I  saw  s 
(hick  column  of  smoke  ri&e  to  (he  sky :  I  looked 
•tit  from  the  roof  of  my  Ixiat  ihn)ugh  a  gla^s, 
and  could  plainly  })erceive  a  large  crowd  of 
)>eo))Ie  assembled  round  the  pile,  which  I  was 
convinced  it  wa».  My  boatmen  said  they  bad 
no  doubt  it  was  a  iultce,  for  they  were  friqncnt 
in  ibe  neighbourhood  of  Ghazeeiwn-.    I  du- 
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rired  them  to  pufth  on,  in  hopes  that  I  nii;^t  be 
in  tiine  to  witness  the  cnnclustoa  of  the  cemnony; 
for,  alas !  from  thi*  thickness  of  the  smoke,  the 
sacrifior  had  brgun.  It  h«ppinH-<l  unfurtunaldy, 
M  it  grncrnlly  diMV,  "  the  nio*v  hurry  the  less 
speed;"  lur  wc  nin  u)xm  morr  sand-bonks  than 
wc  had  rvcr  done  before :  sikI  altlicntgh  I  did 
not  draw  any  dire  omen  from  the  mounting 
blue  of  tlw  funeral  pile,  tt  seemed  very  likely 
to  drive  me  from  my  course,  or  shipwreck  my 
bark  ;  and  it  was  dark  before  I  r^ched  tlie 
point 

The  crowd  had  dispersed,  and  some  stragglers 
nn  the  shore  confirmed  our  belief  thitt  it  was  a 
Hiltee.  The  wontno,  they  nici,  was  very  yomig, 
and  had  just  been  married :  «>»•  )ind  no  chil- 
dren, anil  was  burnt  by  her  own  desire.  I  fell 
•orry  I  had  twt  reached  the  spot  in  lime,  from 
a  better  motive,  I  hope,  than  mere  curiosity. 
When  die  moat  eloquent  persuasion  fails,  Imw- 
cver,  (t)»e  xitent  appeal  of  a  babe  to  its  mother,) 
ft  is  not  likely  thai  an  aceidontal  visiter  could 
have  any  influence :  yet  1  think  the  opportuoily 
of  expressing  horror  at  eucb  rilea  should  never  be 
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lost  by  a  Eurupean  ;  for  althotigli  no  good  mny 
immediately  spring  from  it.  il  must  tend  much 
to  the  di»C4Hirai.'nii?nt  of  il.* 

If  a  writer  were  in  wnrch  of  pathetic  subjects 
for  his  jwn,  he  could  not  ilo  Ix'tter  than  seek  for 
lh(.-in  among  the  annaU  of  devotvd  widows  in 
India.  I  remember  reading  in  a  number  of  (he 
Missionary  Ki.-giBtcr  of  aome  years  ago,  a  very 
sad  tale  of  a  young  bride,  whose  betrothed 
husband  was  seized  by  the  cholera  morbus  on 
the  very  day  Ibc  nuptials  were  to  have  been 
completed.  The  rtlalion*  of  both  iwirtiv*  liad 
aj-)cnibled  in  the  town  where  the  eerenumy  wnjc  to 
lake  place ;  and  many  had  tvnie  from  n  gretit  diit- 
tancc.  A«  the  lovers  were  of  rich  and  high  caste 
families  grand  preparations  were  made  to  do  ho- 
nour to  the  oceiuion.  IiiKle>i<)  of  the  Joy  and  mer- 
riment that  all  were  anxiounly  awaiting,  death  of 
the  rooNt  dreadful  nature  called  for  their  a^ 
a*tancc.  In  a  few  liotira  after  his  attack,  the 
Itiitband  died ;  and  hi*  young  widow,  (for  so  *lie 
reaolvcil  to  consider  heriiclf,)  although  but  his 

*  WbM  till!  [iMMif  w*fl  uriltFD,  the  Oorvnuufnt  l>«il  not 
Aeir  prohibitivn  of  tbe  t>rini«. 
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^1  affianced  bridr.  declarMl  tier  intention  of  being 

^H  burnt  upon  his  funeral  pile.      At  flnt   tonuf 

^H  doubt  utwc  M  to  the  It^Iity  of  th«  sncrificfi 

^H  tiw  nuirriage  not  haring  bcvn  cwmplclvly  so- 

^H  lemuised.      The  laws  uf  Menu,  nlaa!    do  not 

^B  pvt  tlie  benefit  ot  a  dotibl.     The  ft«ult  of  thu 

^H  (MilKralion    Itetween    her    relationtt    and   the 

brahmins  was,  that  sbc  was  every  wav  his  wife; 
and  the  Bhasler,  eonudering  the  bride  fully 
•  bnund  to  the  husband  by  the  vow  she  had 
plighli-d  to  him,  |iennittod  a  voluntary  immo- 
lation. FuneniU  niuit  bi>  »»dden  in  this  coun< 
try :  ao  the  utne  noon  lliat  was  to  have  ae«n 
her  happiness,  now  wilnes!ie<l  Iwr  destniction: 
the  some  crowd  surrounded  tlie  jiile,  thai  was 
to  hnvc  hailed  with  ijiuuts  of  gratulatlon  Ihi* 
bri<lal  proct-ssion.  It  was  still  a  huliitay  to 
lliein.  howeviT;  fur  inu«ic  accompanies  the 
ceretuony,  aiKJ  idioiits  of  mirth  rem)  the  air. 
*^  I  am  )K-rKiiadi'd  that  the  EngliiJi  breast  has 
not  a  more  joyous  lenaliou  on  bctiolding  llic 
launch  of  n  »l:tpt  than  theae  inhuman  beings  vx- 
IKricncvtl  at  (he  hmncli  of  an  imnwrtal  i<pint 
into  an  awful  eternity  I" — So  says  a  writer  in  ihv 
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same  pages    fttm  which  I  hare  gathcml  the 
story,  in  his  dcscriptioii  of  a  similar  set. 

The  widow,  whoM-  I'xpiring  fljmc  I  had  «it- 
ncssnl,  WHS  very  young,  and  had  but  just  mar- 
ried :  her  husbttitd  inigfat  have  died  equally  un- 
expectedly with  the  unfortunate  hero  of  the  fore- 
going  tale.  It  was  no  wonder  that  her  fate  should 
hare  occupied  mj  thoughts  during  the  rest  of 
(he  night :  and  I  may  be  excused  for  dwelling  a 
little  lon^-r  upon  the  subject-  They  had  no  bust- 
nest,  I  confess,  to  assume  the  shape  tbey  have 
done;  but  as  I  passed  Ghnzecporc  and  its  lields 
of  rose*  by  night.  I  was  not  able  to  dwell  upon 
their  beauties  :  uUhough  nt  this  wason  of  the 
year  the  garden  of  Gul  was  rich  in  bloom,  1 
had  no  other  employment  for  niy  pen. 

THE  SUTTEE. 

fha  Bvaniiig  laa-tHkru  ttirair  theii  gnldm  lijtfal. 
And  inuliuK  luhw'il  in  Iha  biiJil  iii)thl ) 
Til*  f*j  pvcxiroB  wound  ita  bappj  tnj 
In  eoloun  bcillrest  ta  tba  jtxand  iij, 
Tlio  pi|>«,  (ba  riet,  ■nd  noHaalng  4ntm. 
FraclwB  to  nil,  tb*  bloanuitf  brid*  ii  coma ' 
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LiRbl  dMMang  maiib  (ho  (•odf  min  protonic. 
And  UuBc&'t  baiiki  *ra  H*tt]*d  tea  with  no^. 
TbouwDils  nj*li  fiirlli  tW  J0;«ai  MWB  to  bftOi 
And  bod  thnt  ToicM  !■•!  tbe  nwuc  Ul  • 
Tb»lndarBtliiM4,iaoart]]rj«vdi  dnn'd — 
i*W«l*l«MbrighltbrMb(^  vUlunbtrbrMMt  i 
Of  nrMlIj-aoMiWil  lowvra  «  soovry  briM. 
Pure  ■«  iliB  &noie*  of  th«  *«|>oi»od  mitd. 
Id  Iwr  bladi  hair  •  ilriking  toatnal  lif, 
Wklb  o'w  bn  nad  Iba  (ablo  rlnglau  \il»j. 
The  brida  radistd ;  ■  (rimBonlittarboM 
Hit  hlvibing  dium*  ^ag  ih*  ncrf4  Aon. 
inMJOf  wbnftllBj  from  bcr  Ivge  <luk  aja, 
Tba  rlrld  ligbtoinp  of  ■  trapl«  itj  I 
Tb*  naj  nil  !•  wrMj  dnwn  »aid« 
T«  ahoir  A*  sI«bom  sha  •ffacu  U  bUs, 
Til  an  ■  apdoat  iiuid«n  dara  batniv— 
n«ndd«D*pafkbof  a  mMror'a  pbw. 
Ho  haoil  najF  fir*  Uioi»  {miuim  u  iba  li^, 
Saia  Ma  *bo  \Ar*  brt  lo  b>*  bkll  i»-uif;bi. 

Hub,  turn  UiM  htU  wbM  tui|ipy  aplriti  hnak  I 
WhMjoyouaraTabjIliaaeboaairakal 
La,  ih*  fouDg  lord  awuu  bar  al  (be  ponb. 
Whilx  mid-ilaj  bnralJ  from  aaoli  atUniiuig  Ufck. 
Tba  nild  hu  rauh'd  Imt  bridafMam^  bona  at  kit  i 
The  morning  eama.uiil  ill  Wjujr  bad  pMt'rf  ; 
Oaaib  h«d  icona  orpr  Ilka  a  vikd  timoom. 
And  Bitrk'd  h«f  jouiyiil  biutwid  6a  iLa  uaak. 
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Aad  tnuit  be  on)j  tuflar  1     Still  tlio  priJo 
Of  jroutli  »nd  bmut;  liroii,  ihs  lovoly  btlda. 
Sh*  too  mutt  dio :  lomn  ■n«4[«  god,  nukuoiva 
To  Cbiiatiui  oliiDM,  ileiDiadt  bar  fnr  bi*  own. 


Tlic  ]>il«  DDv  nur*  olofi  itB  as-ful  lM*d, 
Wli«id  lU*  Uio  brida  bet  guy  pnwafMOn  lad : 
Slill  rinj;  tbc  noto*  of  KiDrnin>ifit :  lb*  itralu 
Cf  mirlii  (till  *iTM>|>«  aloog  (ba  crowilaij  |<twu. 
Wiy  niih  (bo  tbau«iR<U  t     Wh^  (bin  cnnil  dlapUf 
Of  pomp  mil  piiJi-  !     A  wiitow  bumii  to-(!*y  ! 
Muit  tliB  lamo  miftb,  thu  tant  btigbl  haw  iip|iM% 
To  grteo  tho  bridal,  and  (o  dptk  the  bivr  T 
lilbote  noiorron  id  tha  harrying  throng  1 
Will  tba  wild  herd  (till  pour  the  mtddeDisu  nng  ' 
No  bmaat  to  ajnipBlhiat,  ao  tear  lo  fall, 
Ka  iiaoibUpg  hand  to  alarala  the  paU  1 
It  ia  tamojiihlW; — ilonnnot  h», 
Tba[  dtialb  ia  bail'd  with  aucb  aiBTSg*  {l»e. 
Another  bridal  t  ton  tliM  kuIiv riiiK  fir*  i 
I'ha  altar  ttanda  upon  thai  burniag  pyro  I 
Thn«,  in  atill  doatb,  iho  bndegnwa  waiu  hi*  aiionar. 
To  bind  Ih«r  uDioD,  unl  rmiair  bar  ton ; 
Calmly  ah*  auaila,  aud  gstaa  o'ot  tbo  Mona, 
UatietTfd  by  thoughta  of  irhat  aba  nit(hl  hara  ba*D. 
Ilour  cban^rd  thai  tluy,  on  which,  almoal  from  birth, 
Aroae  the  atat  of  all  bet  ho]>*a  on  oarth  I 
For.  |il«d^  ID  obildbood,  all  her  ebonna  had  grown 
(So  feodly  (bought  abe)  for  tlnl  day  alona  s 
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To  bloM  bi>  wftbt,  irbow  ni,in"  *■>  wont  to  ihtiw 
In  (Tirj  oiib  and  trrrr  ohildalt  pnyar, 
Sinca  firti  ilie  lup'J  the  mighij  BnhaiiJi'i  M*e  I 
Y«l  now  unawrd  iIm  *!••■  Uw  apriateg  inn*  i 
Wltb  fall*  deTotiun  gaua  an  thr  pU«, 
Aad  Btovu  fa  dlo — wiili  ■  contenuil  ■bHk  i 
WavMt£mi(F*n;  (nd.  (inlfMt  to  An  lul, 
Score*  00  Ihl*  irorld  oim  Imgaring  look  1o  cml 

Yra '.  (hf  rVJKli  ibis  snrld  wltbout  oa«  lioUflit 
or  all  tba  bliw  but  f  mIvM* j  bail  brought ; 
SMi  ancoiKvm'd  m  kgvd  falbur  tisiid. 
And  icaroc]jro«aBtba  prfMorvofhiBhand ; 
Hmt*  a  lored  brotkn-  «rg«  bar  on  to  dia 
With  told  indifcranc*  i  •oi  ■  nbal  tigh 
Bonl*  10  daolai*  (bat  jat  on*  pabw  nowM. 
AgaiBM  hn  will  to  tbtob  at  tanw  paJM. 
BajroDil  ibi*  tnusieat  ••rtb  bar  beatt  It  aai  j 
She  draama  thai  bap)i  iiicM  mj  owM  bar  jnl  ^ 
rtiiut*,  like  a  phirnu.  "u*  but  Tata  10  rU« 
Hun  frcim  het  uhoi,  to  idom  ibn  nkiM  ; 
And  baar  (for  all  bur  unrmtau  M«k  but  Ibia) 
Har  hiuband  iritb  bn  to  divide  bet  bliss. 
Kar  ibi*  aba  luaVri,  and  tx  ibii  ah*  diaa ; 
DiiowDB,  ttt  tbti,  all  Dstuto'a  ilMiatt  Ua*. 

O  BofaU  tpliU  I     la  a  Chrialiaa'a  ohm, 
A  Mtrtyr*!  oMirn,  and  •  irhola  world**  applaluc, 
To  bnay  I  ha  lio|w*,  and  mili|taM  th*  pain, 
llaTa  vft  djtplajr'il  thair  Umpliug  I«im  in  nim  t 


^ 


THB    SUTTEB.  915; 

HuOM  Inra  iliiiifik  b«rur*  itis  lerlura'a  nbMll, 
And  «*'a  in  miitjniom  Imtp  ttuiiji'J  lu  f**!. 
Y«C  btn,  aacb  iaj,  ja  igonijin^  (rrrii. 
For  Binful  man  some  ^i-utle  Jnoic  oipim, 
Oeodp  ancl  pura,  wiib  iiT«rf  t»D(Ier  ftn 
A  ironun  knom,  yt  all  forgottcD  boM. 

A  obMrful  riodm,  lo,  (b«  mouDti  iTin  pila, 
Wliila  lb*  flmna  qaickont  in  tLe  rngnnt  oil : 
The  ihiekoiing  imokD  new  ciriil«i  o'ot  fair  limd  ; 
liar  butbftu  J'*  biuoui  (ocoi*  ui  auy  bod. 
Ilerv  ■lll^  r«clitiei,  dot  nwki « lafiiT  r«*t ; 
Ko  coucb  (D  iwael  ii  bii  UDEouiciuuB  bmil. 
WbiU  1}u^  fire  wroBlfacn  around  coch  (^uiirViDg  Limb, 
Sh0  tMAn  it  Tji)(,  nhfi  ii1umb<ir<  upon  him;— 
A  fletliag  rf«t :  wiib  bim  (be  n-alm>,  to  trtcL 
Klanial  joj,  lot  thai  tbn  Vadaba  MMfa. 
Too  faul  flrroi ',  uli !  tbal  niah  a  mind 
To  tnilb  diiisa  abonld  tul]  caatinnH  blind  f 
Sbc  irill  aot  doubt ;  d«<rotcid  to  ber  nwil. 
She  elaima  lb«  glory,  and  demindi  the  mectl : 
CoorU  tbn  proud  Itiuntpb  of  a  Hindoo  brida, 
Batroih»d  in  Kh,  is  dwili  to  b«  allji-d. 

About  two  o''dock  id  tlic  aftoriioun  I  parsed 
ihe  fort  of  Uuxar,  which  look*  very  pivilily 
from  the  river,  which  ifi  here  of  u  guoti  iinutilth. 
S^eral    European    bungulowa   n»e   from   thv 
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banks,  ani]  give  a  ]i<rrl)'  and  Englidi  appear- 
axMx  to  the  scene.  This  U  one  of  the  stations  of 
ihc  Company's  stud,  and  their  stables  are  on 
both  sides  of  the  river:  the  high  road  from 
Calcutta  to  Benares  passes  through  this  station, 
and  by  a  ferrjr  ctwuk*  to  th<'  opposite  sido.  The 
shores  pr<«cnt  therefore  an  animated  picture: 
groups,  collected  on  eadi  aide,  awutiiig  the 
jtassage-boais,  and  the  erowded  and  various 
travellers  in  them,  aHord  plenty  of  aintiiwnicnl, 
to  which  the  little  uproar  that  geoerally  etuues 
upon  gathering  the  fara  adds  cooaiclerably. 

It  is  difficult  to  concdve  a  more  bustling 
afTair  than  tlw  |>awage  of  the  Ganges  by  a  large 
body,  eoinjKtset!,  as  it  ever  must  be,  of  such 
diSerenl  materials.  In  October,  18SC,  I  crossed 
over  it  at  this  place,  when  marching  with  my 
regiment  from  Din^iK^re  to  Meerul.  VV«  arrived 
at  the  pcunt  of  embarkation  about  sunrine,  and 
found  a  groat  number  of  boats  awaiting  ua.  They 
were  of  all  uxen  and  of  M-veral  shapes.  Some 
had  decks  to  limn  of  bamboo  rafters,  with  earth 
laid  over  them;  others  had  cltoppersor  roofs; 
and  many  were  without  decks  of  aoy  description. 
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Into  thne  latter  the  soldiers  were  crowded, 
wliile  tlie  others  were  filled  by  horses,  ponii.-s, 
carriages,  gigs,  tents  camels,  bullocks,  palao- 
quins,  hackeries,  drivers,  and  Movants  of  a\\  de- 
nominations,  with  nery  xpecivt  of  trunk  and 
package  thiit  can  bv  in)a}rint;d. 

The  tumult  in  getting  tliv  Hivt  nfloot  was  tre- 
iDcndotis:  ninny  lK>r»i.-«  ri-fused  lo  vntcr  the 
buals;  and  bulluckit,  frightened  at  the  noiiie, 
threw  olT  their  loatla,  and  scaniptred  along  itiv 
banks^their  owners  running  and  screaming 
•fter  them  with  all  their  might — the  camels 
groaning  in  the  fminfiil  ninnm-r  they  olwnys  do 
when  any  thiog  uncommon  in  their  course 
occurs — the  stubborn  cleplianls  declining  to  go 
into  the  water — their  matiouts  abusing  theio, 
and  digging  their  iron  instruments  into  their 
huuls — the  quarrcUing  of  the  boatmen, — the 
tcrt»ining  uf  the  servants  to  protect  their  mas- 
ter's property — furmvil  bvit  a  (light  cutnlogue  of 
the  confusion  ihut  prevnilcc)  on  comtiK-ncing  our 
passage  acro»t)iv  river-  The  pencil  of  the  carica- 
turist would  have  beim  incessantly  employed  in 
catcliing  the  absurdities  of  the  scene.      *'  Th« 
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mbrch  to  Finchley,"  (although  I  hope,  as  far  u 
the  Europeans  were  coowrnwl,  we  were  military 
enough,)  did  Dot  present  half  of  the  ludiooua 
•ceoes  that  our  ferry  did. 

The  common    way   of  embtrkiiif;  obettnatc 
horses  was  n-ry  oniusing.     The  Nut*  Mt  in  tb« 
boat,  nod  pulled  with  nil  hi*  strvn^h  at  the 
halter:  the  unwilling  Animal  nal  ur Ally  buck  rd, 
asd  a  second  groom  cla^>ed  the  first  about  the  i 
waist  to  prevent  his  being  pullod  over ;   and, ; 
according  lo  die  pow«r  required,  other  men 
cUppod  tht-mscWes  on.     Two  stood  bchiiKl  the  i 
poor  liorao,  holding  a  long  pnlc  u(  his  hami,  to-] 
prevent  his  relrenting  too  far;  and  fn-queotly 
co-operatetl  wiih  (he  pulling;  party  in  rroni,  by 
pushing  in  concert     Thiijt  goaded,  the  animal 
was  soon  driTen  to  make  «  I«ap  Into  the  boat. 
TIk  moment  this  waa  done,  the  horses  aln-iidjr  in 
po*MC)wion  fx-gon  to  kick  at  the  new  arrival :  die 
frigliti-ncd  grooms  let  go ;  then  commenced  a  ge- 
neral fight:  tlwmrn  rushedout,  and  left  thefidd 
to  the  chargers,  tonic  of  whicli  jumped  into  the 
water,  and,  swjmmiog  ashore,  galloped  i>ir  with 
half  the  cam|)-folloH-ers  shouting  at  ihcir  heels. 
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The  foeDe  of  the  pa»»gr,  wlirn  nil  (lie  boat* 
Wen*  fuirly  aBuat,  was  extremely  beautiful: 
there  were,  at  least,  a  hundred,  if  not  tnore, 
crossing  tn  two  or  three  divisions;  and  as  the 
river  was  broad,  and  the  stream  very  irregular  in 
its  course,  they  appeared  to  be  rowing  in  several 
opposite  directions.  Now  that  the  shouiiiig  of 
the  people  was  at  an  end,  we  had  the  songs  of 
the  rowers,  and  the  sounds  of  our  own  bugles; 
■ltd  very  seldom,  I  fancy,  does  the  Ganges  pr^ 
M-nt  so  animated  and  entertaining  a  spectacle.  It 
took  nearly  the  whole  day  to  effect  the  passage 
of  "  the  general  camp,  pioneers  and  idl." 

At  night-fall  this  day,  we  arrived  at  thv 
mouth  of  the  Sonne,  and  tttopped  at  the  ghaut 
near  to  the  {)oiiu  of  that  river'^  junction  with 
the  Ganges.  I  think  some  antiquarians  have 
been  inclined  to  believe  that  this  meeting  took 
place  at  one  period  lower  down,  close  to  Palna ; 
which  town  has,  among  others,  been  selected 
for  the  honour  of  representing  the  ancient  Pali- 
Ifothrn,  founded  upon  the  probability  I  have 
mentioned,  that  the  Soane  and  the  Ganges  once 
united  in  that  iH-ighbourbood.     Tins  rircr  is, 
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toli-rably  bnMil,  ftnd  of  a  more  btud&h  tint  ilun 
tltv  line  into  which  it  iluwi. 

The  Gungc«  uow  grows  wider  every  itity,  u 
we  proceed,  and  the  ttreun  has  Ix-cnmc  more 
rapid.  Before  noon,  we  were  anchored  at  the 
ghaut  of  Uinapore,  where  there  was  the  usual 
crowd  and  bustle.  The  cJiotonmeiits  are  very 
good  ;  ihej-  fonn  two  quadrangles.  The  west 
side  of  the  larger  one  contains  the  liarracks  of 
the  British  rcgimcntt  a  long  Uue  of  buildings 
tolerably  coul  oiid  comfortftlile ;  ihc  ulhtrs  arc 
the  houses  of  the  officers.  Those  at  the  northern 
extremity  lutve  ganlcns  to  them,  but  the  rest 
arc  generiilly  close  and  ctmfiuct).  All  artHind  is 
very  flat ;  lutd  the  area  which  the  station  occu- 
pie«  Ntonds  but  a  few  feet  above  Uiu  rivcTf  which, 
(luring  the  rainy  tteasan,  is  n  perfi-ct  sc«;  bo 
broad,  that  the  opposite  sjiore  apix-ant  but  a 
faint  line  on  the  human, 

I   think  the  Gangi-s  is  seen   in  ittt  great 
glory  here.     The  white  ]K*akftof  (he  u>uunt 
of  Nepaul,  which  are  directly  eastward  of  this' 
spot,  ate  fre()uently  very  plainly  seen  during 
the  hottest  weather.     W'a  have  the  advantage, 
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I     tbereToret  of  a  rffrwhing  prospect  in  the  ino»t 
I      trying  poriiun  of  the  yew : — but 

I        .  "  Wbo  CBD  hold  ■  tn  in  bu  hmd 

Bj  diiskiuf  on  ik*  f!re*t]r  CwKHua  I* 

The  hanlest  life  that  any  person  can  leatl  {$  a 
life  of  iil)ene«s.  Thete  is  so  much  difficulty  in 
overcoming  this  hard^iip  in  such  a  cantonment 
as  Dinapore.  during  the  summer  months,  that 
it  is  not  surprising  many  fall  victims  to  it. 
Hs^nng  nothing  to  do,  has  always  been  a  r& 
prcMch  against  officers  of  llie  army  in  qunrtcn : 
and  it  is  most  deplorably  true  in  this  pincc.  At 
the  KeaMKi  nf  (he  year  I  aJUidv  to  the  tn»>p«  arc 
nerer  employed,  and  the  mm  are  forbidden  to 
be  out  of  their  barracks  Iwrlween  the  hwim  of 
■even  in  the  moming  and  five  in  ilie  aflerncMin  ; 
the  officers,  tlierefore,  have  nothing  to  engage 
their  attention,  beyond  what  an  hour  or  two 
win  1)c  ample  for,  during  each  day.  From 
sunriitc  to  sunset  what  a  weary  time  tnany 
have  to  toil  thnnigli;  and,  when  the  close  of  the 
daycnabK-s  them  to  turn  out,  iraw  little  is  there 
to  rdicvc  the  dulucu  of  tlieir  situationi ! 


PLACES  or  woisiiir. 


The  oouniry  round  is  flat,  sandy,  aod  onin- 
teresting ;  the  society  very  amall ;  and  the  ex~' 
tent  of  the  evening  exercise  is,  perhaps,  a  rid 
or  drive  round  and  round  the  quadrangle* 
have  mentioned :  the  view  being  bounded  hy 
ihe  low  wlitte>washed  buildings  on   each  sjde.^ 
The  civil  station  at  Bankipore,  nearly  nine  mil 
off,  in  too  far  to  lake  all  the  advantage  of.  thi 
it*  agn-c-able  residrnls  and  pretty  utiiation  in-^ 
vitc  them  to:  they  arc  of  nrccmity  confined  vcryj 
mud)  to  the  aquJrreUUk«  revulutiona  r>r  theif 
own  cage,  whkJi,  I  think,  few  would  paasj 
year  in  without  sighing  for  liberty. 

When  I  was  last  in  Dinnpore,  thero  was 
church,  and  tlie service  wfl<;  pvrfurmed  in  a 
Rtted  up  for  the  purpose:  one  liax  now  lM-«n 
commenced,  however,  and  is  alrcikdy  some  feet 
above  the  ground.  It  will  add  much  to  tl 
beauty  as  well  as  benefit  of  tlic  Htation.  It  is  i 
singular  thing,  that  the  last  buildings  thovight 
of  in  the  military  posts  of  the  British,  as  well 
as  in  the  civil  stations,  arc  (he  churctves:  yetj 
no  part  of  the  world  re()uire«  good  pUcea 
worsliip  more  than  this.     Many  persons,  I  an 
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conrtnccd,  are  deferred  from  frequenting  pub- 
lie  service  from  the  impoaeibility  of  bearing  the 
brat  of  the  rooms  they  would  be  obliged  to  ut 
in,  from  (heir  general  un6lncf«,  and  (lie  r«t- 
]efisoe«t  and  doec  contact  of  all  classes  that  at- 
tend. 

About  eight  niilis  from  thia,  on  the  road  to 
Benares,  is  a  very  pretty  mosque  standing  above 
a  tank,  at  a  place  called  ^loocea.  It  is  going 
fast  to  destruction  ;  but  it  has  tome  of  the  pret- 
tiest carving  about  it  that  I  have  seen  in  India ; 
fdantain-leaves,  and  flowers,  cut  in  stone  most 
admirably.  Several  buildings  surround  the 
vater,  and  the  moique  b  well  slicllcred  by 
tree*.  It  ix,  indeed,  (he  ittost  quiet  and  ro- 
nundc  *|iot  I  have  ever  been  in. 

I  did  not  remain  very  long  at  Uinapore ;  but 
Manding  again  to  »ca  (for  although  at  this  tea- 
son  the  river  is  not  more  than  tvo-thtrds  of  its 
greatest  breadth,  it  deserves  thai  name,)  I  won 
reached  I'atna.  It  was  not  prudent  lo  apjiruacb 
it  closely,  from  the  difficulty  of  quitting  it 
again,  without  being  lodged  on  some  of  its  sand* 
banks;  aod  I  found  a  great  number  of  boats 
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moored  to  a  ilry  ridge  abreatf  of  ihe  lown,  to 
which  I  cuu»ed  my  bou-k  to  be  faHteneil  also.  I 
WW  in  hopcx,  h«ing  some  little  diatiuice  from 
the  hoziuirs,  that  I  might  have  kept  my  pwipic 
all  togrthrr,  oikI  Imhii  ahle  to  quit  it  again  during 
tlie  night.  I  aoon  diwovered,  however,  that 
the  manjee,  and  mnst  of  his  crew,  were  DBtiTes 
of  Pattia;  and  they  came  to  me  with  their 
hands  clasped,  and  fawning,  as  if  »ome  terrible 
cnlnmity  had  hnppcnnl  to  thcni,  to  uxk  Icnrc  to 
TiHlt  their  friendit.  They  promised  faithfully, 
ir  I  f^raiited  it,  to  rvtitm  before  it  was  dark.  It 
wan  itnpowible  to  deny  what  so  many  whimdcal 
contortions  were  used  to  obtain:  the  *tnile«, 
^maces,  and  twi&tings  of  native  )>elittoiiers 
are  very  Hingiilar,  and  pi-ove  how  much  they 
have  always  been  taught  to  consiclvr  thi-mwlvos 
slaves. 

I  Ruspvctcd  I  was  to  be  dcc«)ved,  however ; 
nml  Iwur  after  Ixiur  pafliUHl  away  without  the 
return  of  my  boatmen.  My  terxants  had  gone, 
one  after  the  other,  in  pursuit  of  them ;  bikI  I 
was  left  half  the  night  in  solitary  jwuession  of 
my  boat.     I  should   have  been   glad  to  ba^** 
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gone  too,  but  was  literally  obliged  to  be  my 
own  sentinel,  and  coutd  not  abandon  my  p»st.  I 
bad  several  convivial  parties  in  nty  iidghlx>ur- 
hood :  the  toni-toui,  and  the  screaming  of  tbe 
siogcTB.  made  the  Ganges  echo.  A  party  seemed 
to  bcgiTiDgafeasttodonieoftlie  sumcciule,  and 
positively  all  ceremony  was  banitthvd  from  the 
board.  The  dinner  was  iivi-r,  and  the  evening's 
entertain  men  I  cnnsiiwled  cf  the  truist  awful  drum- 
ming and  unging  I  ever  heard.  I  found  my- 
aelf,  although  an  unbidden,  a  tnueh-honoured 
^cst;  for  their  exertions  were  redoubled  on 
perceiving  ray  vicinity.  It  was  a  happy  meet- 
ing, and  eont  but  very  little  to  llio  donor — a 
rupee  or  two :  there  seemed  to  be  no  inclination 
to  intoxicating  litjuors  or  herbs;  and  with 
the  exception  of  (be  concert,  they  were  ex- 
tremely orderly. 

There  is  no  light  or  liveliness  in  a  native  dly 
at  night.  Large  as  Patna  is,  there  is  scarcely  a 
lamp  to  be  !>een,  or  a  sound  to  be  heard,  but 
wlul  proceeds  from  the  immediate  bunks  of  the 
river,  and  the  lungs  of  my  owa  Dciglibours. 
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Tb«  bouses  all  face  inwanli;  and  the  people 
pnler  ■ilting  id  du^ers,  gocdpini;,  in  the  frooi 
at  their  shopa,  to  cnjuying  the  p\ircr  air  of  ibr 
river.  It  very  seldom  hap)>cDs  that  a  noti^'c 
has  the  lounging  part  of  his  house  towards  the 
water;  and,  provided  it  be  near  enough  to 
visit  occmiinnally,  it  is  alt  he  appears  to  can 
about. 

At  lUiTlight,  vaj  crew  had  not  returned,  and 
1  felt  MKiiL-  a)i|)rcheuMun  of  being  deserled.  At 
Irnfith,  ubuut  wra.  a  long  aad  tretiibljng  traia 
appeared.  I  thought  it  neceasary  to  coll  to 
thein  with  somed^ree  of  anger;  but  eould  not 
continue  it  loug,  for  the  still  more  ludicrous  gri- 
nuccs  that  men  made  to  propitiate  mc.  Thp 
tUBDJvc  fttoud  at  some  distance,  and  writlied 
about  in  the  must  absurd  style;  while*  to 
hdgliicn  the  picture,  three  or  four  women,  the 
wives  of  some  of  the  party,  with  their  children 
in  their  hands,  joined  him  hi  a  more  sub4)u«l 
manner.  He  who  was  the  principal  flugelmanuT 
ttk'  crew,  pointed  first  to  himself,  next  to  his 
foDiily,  and  then  towards  me,  as  if  dedicating 


Wages  ik  aiivan'ck. 


«nr 


them  all  to  my  service  ;  when,  clBB|iing  his 
bands,  he  seemed  to  say,  "  I  now  leave  our  fate 
with  you." 

I  tliougltt  it  proper  to  scold ;  but  every  fredi 
word  of  anjjiu'  only  seeittcd  to  rctiew  the  ge»- 
tUNB :  I  simply  ordered  iheni,  therefore,  to  get 
into  the  boat,  anduiake  all  haste  for  departure: 
this  called  forth  frebh  ai-tion  on  all  aides. 
'  There  is  something,  surely,'  I  thought, '  in  all 
this  more  than  their  sorrow  for  what  is  past !' 
and  I  tcut  for  my  sirdar  to  gather  i(  from  ihem. 
They  Mtid,  as  they  were  not  likely  to  return  (or 
auDie  time  from  Calcutta,  they  hoped  I  would 
give  them  a  certain  sum  of  iheir  wages  in  ad- 
Tanec,  to  leave  witli  their  families.  VVliile  he 
vos  inlcrprecing  this  to  me,  the  anxious  looks 
of  the  boatmen  and  their  wives  were  too  much 
to  resist.  If,  while  I  listened,  my  eye  fell  upon 
■hem,  Iheir  ceeeitlric  appeal  recommenced. 
WbcD  I  consvntctl  to  their  rcque»t,  tliey  wer« 
perfectly  delighted ;  it  did  not  m-vm,  however, 
to  create  great  harmony  among  themselves;  for 
a   furious  argument  began   upon  the  mode  ot' 


S88 


FAK  OF   BOATUEH. 


division,  which  I  put  n  *top  la  by  *cn<Hnf;  tlirm 
into  the  boat.  The  women  were  not  satisfied 
with  whai  tht-y  had  nix'ivtd,  and  the  crew 
Bceined  avene  to  pari  with  more.  As  tbey 
were  pushing  off,  one  of  llie  wom«i  *  IciItMl''  her 
clothi's  '  abunc  brr  kncv,'  and,  marching  into 
the  water,  inHistcd  upon  one  morv  riipw  ;  and, 
aft«T  a  long  and  stormy  haran;;uc,  she  sui> 
cwJcd  in  ^fung  her  |K)inl.  T\wy  then  all 
coUwted  on  the  ihorv,  ami  ^lood  gazing  at  u» 
till  we  were  out  uf  siglit.  They  !«en>e(l  very 
poor  and  raj^ed,  or  they  had  Dot  bcea  able  to 
do  honcHir  to  the  occasion  by  ooming  in  tlicir 
best  attire. 

I  know  not  whether,  at  iuch  a  parting,  the 
manly  cheek  of  «  Brittsli  «mnan  would  liave 
been  bitthvd  by  a  (car ;  but  tlte  crew  of  n>y  ad- 
venturous bnrk  bore  [he  calamity  with  much 
gnuiler  philosophy,  alWil  to  them  it  is  a  long,  and 
not  unfrc(|uently  a  jieriluiis  voyage.  The  man 
who  gave  up  the  additional  lupeeto  the  winuiiig 
tongue  of  Ilia  wife,  seemed  to  feel  the  matter 
the  most,  perhaps  from  a  consciousne«a  of  the  ill 


grace  with  which  he  had  yielflcd  it ;  for,  gene- 
rally, they  arc  very  ready  to  give  all  they  have 
to  their  fnmilicK. 

The  pay  the  boatmen  receive  is  not  mucti ; 
but  it  is  ncotssary,  on  hiring  a  boat,  to  stipulate 
that  the  greater  portion  should  be  paid  ou  the 
conclusion  of  the  voyage ;  otherwise,  you  might 
be  lefl  in  a  hvlpleM  plight  from  the  deK-rtionof 
your  crew.  I  have  heard  many  people  complain 
of  having  found  themsctvew  in  thid  ililvmnia, 
and  I  can  conceive  none  more  diHagreeable. 
There  are  not  many  situations  on  the  banks  of 
the  Gangc)!  where  one  would  like  to  be  delayed 
for  more  than  a  day ;  and,  wheti  a  boat  i.t  uban- 
doned  in  this  manner  at  any  great  disuncefrom 
a  town,  it  will  take  some  time  to  gather  to- 
gether a  sufficient  number  of  dandecs  to  get  it 
off  again. 

The  river  hasnowbccome  a  complete  thorough- 
fare ;  and  scarcely  a  moment  passes  that  we  do 
Dot  pa»  vensels  of  every  description.  The  water 
is  drt-p  enough  to  admit  pinnaces;  and  "  they 
drag tbdr slow  length nlong''withoutmuch  diffi- 
culty.   Tliey  generally  have  eighteen  or  twenty 
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mcii  to  tow  them,  who  seem  to  be  much  strunctl 
(u  they  creep  along  the  bank)hytheeffor(.  Ont 
laiig  line  JH  attached  to  the  ma^t,  to  which  each 
dandee  foaten^  a  jiiect^  of  baiuboo  by  a  short 
Mring,  St  interTola  of  five  or  six  feet  opart,  and 
rt-txing  it  on  liis  shoulder,  ptills  with  all  his 
strength.  If  a  br«exe  ^l>rii)g  uji,  and  reiuk-r  ii 
unnt««Miry  to  tow,  tlwy  imniediately  Ciut  tiff 
their  lines  tnd,  juniphig  into  the  wnt(.'r,  likv 
oltcrs,  swiu)  oil  hoanl  (heir  veswL  At  times, 
fifty  or  even  a  hundred  botta  may  Iw  iccn,  fol- 
liiwing  ooch  other  id  n  string  up  the  atream ; 
wliilt)  tlii-ir  uuiDoraui  dandccs  are  filing  along 
(he  bank :  ten  milca  a  day,  however,  (the  rale 
at  which  they  usually  go,)  i»  weary  travelling. 
In  the  af icmixin,  wc  reodtcd  Monglur.  On 
the  ghaut  of  ihia  place  tlicre  is  gnwnlly  a  coo> 
aiderabte  decree  of  htiHtle,  frotn  the  number  of 
beggars  travellers,  bird>fanciers,  barbers,  and 
hlacksnqJlUs,  that  assail  you  with  their  several 
vonimodilles  and  import  unities.  The  town  it 
famous  for  its  Bunufoc-ture  of  guns  and  pistols, 
and  every  sort  of  smith's  work  :  and  it  is  hard 
to  pau  an  hour  near  it  without  being  talked  into 
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the  purcIiiMw  of  tome  of  ihvm.  The  guns  are 
rxtrt-mclv  cheap,  litit  I  cannot  say  much  for 
tlivir  utility.  Out  of  six  that  I  once  saw  tried, 
four  hurst.  They  may  do  very  wrcll  to  frighteu 
the  tliieves  with;  but  I  would  rather  be  »hot 
at  by  one,  than  »hoot  with  it.  The  sninll  tools 
of  iron  and  steel,  which  they  present  to  you, 
although  neat  enough  to  the  eye,  arc  very  little 
better  in  reality.  They  are  the  most  persevering 
dvak-rs  under  the  »un,  and  seem  disposed  to 
accommodate  their  prices  to  the  most  zealous 
chapman.  Some  men  broufrht  monkeys  down 
lo  the  ghaut  for  sale,  and  several  had  cages  of 
wire,  with  birds  ready  to  put  into  them,  if  we 
were  inclined  for  the  purcliase. 

Not  very  far  from  the  ghaut  is  the  gate  of  tli» 
fort,  within  which  are  most  of  the  bunf^alowg  of 
Europeans,  and  through  which  you  must  pass  to 
the  native  town,  a  remarkably  gcHxione.  Besides 
the  quantity  of  hardware  made  and  sold  by  the 
natives,  there  are  "  l-'uroj*  shops,"  containing 
many  good  and  necessary  articles,  and  kept  by 
native  merchant;.  The  principal  street  is  so 
much  broader  than  usual,  that  you  might  fancy 
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at  the  gii.iut  «f  Monghir,  a:)d  until  nearly  dark 
was  ploguMl  by  the  import  tmities  of  the-  blitck- 
smiths  and  the  beggHrs,  who  were  in  great 
numhn^  There  ore  no  more  wretched  objects 
than  these  latter,  who  collect  on  the  banks  «f  the 
Ganfies  to  gather  alms  from  the  tnivellcrs:  they 
arc  sometimes  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a 
ferry,  in  cruwdji  of  thirty  or  forty,  men,  wumcn, 
and  children,  naked  and  nii^terable;  and  while 
your  boat  is  drifting  slowly  down,  or  being 
dragged  up  the  stream,  they  follow  it  with  their 
whining  lamentations  along  tlie  hank.  They 
seen)  generally  to  choose  spots  where  there  '» 
likely  to  be  some  impediment  offered  to  your 
course,  as  their  fraternity  in  England  select  the 
fool  of  a  hill,  for  the  purpose  of  continuing 
longer  with  you.  The  men  are  often  mutilated 
in  a  disagreeable  manner  from  accident  or  dis- 
aav:  sometimes  they  arc  without  toe*,  and 
have  their  hands  cut  ofT.  The  women  are  moiv 
healthy  in  ap|)earaiice,  and  are  remarkably  well 
made:  a  tattered  coat  aliout  their  loins  to  serve 
for  a  petticoat  is  all  they  wear  :  their  long  limbs 
carry  them  nimbly  and  unfettered  after  you,  for 
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a  litde  Kaxl,  which  Ua  Um;^  >n 
;  and  if  thry  take  up  ihnr 
poHtiupT  ihcir  li»o  are  very 
A  Aiour  dwd,  or  leotuf 
IB  pn«Mt  them  fran  the  «■• 
ihcT  have  «  little  Ct*. 
ttmwgfa  thp  vcndj  parts 
r,  to  whom  tbejr  bow  Bs  «nag 
hiftitsafbcggiogatKllivii^a 
4Bd  Ik  mC  of  the  tnrid  doto 
TV;  hn«  alnjrc  ■  omilxr  at 
toJMiiB  their  cms:  (at,  &f 
I  hsTc  eaafwvd  Am, 
lomtnmt  and  multiply  fM 
or  semubBR 
&(?  aoad  M  a  link  dwaac*. 
■UchbpseraUy  coIbcKd 
f^Beitfait  (brthenlorenDn 
lb»  doMR  by  a  due  conUcL 
»«  very  cbtfitallcv  aod  if  mUmb 
iht  poor  go  hnafpj  »wmj  fiw 
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Villas*  ^  Caigong— C<rofcftl«—  habteMJaai  JJomtiatMn 
lo^b—Stoy  of  ■  tigt—Rij—>»— Rained  Palaco— Tomb 
«f  Vr.  OwriMd  TU  B^aihU  liilli  EaliMt*  iM»  ik> 
Bhafinjuj — Saend  bcMcft  o/iha  G*Bp»— HUm  UiWtt* 
■  of  (UHisdao*— ¥!■•««■  of  Baag>I—Sc:ri|«anl 
-Tiaamd  trw— Bm»— Whit»inti  Singnlir 
««« — iMMtt,  ««siia,  Jie. — Archiiccisrc  u  lb*  £•■>— 
BuMc  u  Durfaaoipor*— Intalld  wldian — Rmdib  io  Cat- 
c«tta — AtiacbB«Dt  el  B«tiT«  MmsU — Proof  of  uocnitjr. 


At  dajligtit  we  left  Mooghir,  and  tooit  t-ntm.-([ 
an  ocean ;  so  wide  is  the  riTer  even  at  thia  season 
«if  the  year.  It  was  neceMary  to  keep  in  ihe 
middle  of  the  tttream,  and  I  nw  but  little  of  thr 
hank*.  There  is  nothing  of  grml  interest,  except 
tht  iiurion  of  Bogli|iM>r,  which,  as  it  stands  very 
ow,  we  could  not  sec,  and  the  hot  spring  of 
Svctacuon,  between  it  and  Monghir,  until  within 
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light  or  the  Rajnmlia]  tiills  «)wn  the  whole  face 
of  thr  country  uchangcd.  In(lt-|>eiKlvnUy  of  lite 
beauty  of  the  fic«nerj  at  this  |>uint,  it  is  evidnil 
that  w«  arc  enteriog  a  more  southern  clinuie: 
the  trees,  &c.  of  the  tropics  increase  in  nunibcrt 
and  the  people  are  already  hUckcr  and  more 
dTeminale  in  (heir  ap]icaraiicc  The  diange  to 
the  province  of  Bengal,  after  a  long  rcaideDce  io 
ihe  upgwr  part  of  India,  is  very  striking. 

1  caiiMSto,  for  n  «hort  time,  at  the  rtUage  of 
CoLgong,  which  ial>eautifully  situated  on  a  potnl 
ofland  forming  Iheboundary  of  a  deep  hay  made 
between  it  and  Pattergotta  by  the  river.  The 
sides  of  the  hay  are  thickly  wooded,  and  a  very 
dark  forest  bounds  it;  while  the  hills  of  Ilajmahal 
rise  prettily  above.  Nearly  opposile  Colgongis 
ft  duster  of  high  rocks  aaoending  in  the  centre  of 
the  stream,  u-iih  trees  growing  among  tlivni :  it  is 
a  fine  object ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  pictu- 
resfjuc  than  the  oddly-shaped  boat«,  with  their 
ragged  sails,  issuing  from  the  shadowy  pass  it 
BC«m»(obe  the  gate  of.  The  high  road  from  Cnl- 
cutta  lic»  through  this  village ;  and  not  very  far 
above  it|  stands  a  rest-house  or  bungalow  imme- 
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dialdy  over  tlic  rivw,  and  in  the  initlHt  nf  a  tope 
of  trees :  it  has  a  verandah  round  it,  from  which 
there  is  a  lovely  prospect. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  Ganges  where  the 
lovers  of  tht-  picluresque  ouiild  bettor  pl.icc  a 
house;  but  it  is  seldom  destined  to  be  occupied, 
but  by  people  in  a  very  great  hurry  to  get  awny 
from  it.  These  houses  are  very  numerous  on  the 
road  at  far  as  llenares,  and  are  amply  pnivided 
with  rooms,  but  totally  destitute  of  every  thing 
that  can  make  them  habitable.  An  old  woman 
presides  over  them,  and  very  prudently  keeps  her 
guard  without  the  walls ;  for  mure  tumble^lown 
edifices  never  were  erected.  In  a  stormy  night, 
all  the  adventures  of  an  old  romance  may  be 
realized  by  evni  a  moderately  imaginative  tra- 
veller: creaking  of  boards,  banging  of  doors, 
the  whistling  of  the  wind,  the  flitting  of  bats, 
and  other  proper  aeeompaniments  to  Ihc  freaks 
of  a  ghost,  with  the  additional  one  of  ttic  scream- 
ing jatkalf, — arc  enough  to  give  the  air  of  u 
hauntctl  custle  to  any  of  these  rude  habitations 
A  worse  intruder  llinn  even  a  gliost  may  occa- 
!Uona31y  summon  you  to  rise  :   for  both  n  tiger 
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uitl  a  uuke  have  been  known  to  carry  ihiAr 
mearches  to  tbe  very  centre  of  thew  build- 
ings. 

It  nas  only  tar  tlie  morning;  mos  of  mnil  and 
water  tliat  I  stopped  at  Colgong;  bat  I  was  not 
displL-amx)  to  )msb  a  much  longer  time  at  it  than 
nect^KMry  for  tltut  purpose,  to  enjoy  the  bvauties 
of  the  sorne.  Unfbrtunotcly,  I  may  say  hvre^ 
the  Kln-am  carries  my  Httk-  vecBcl  m  quickly 
down,  I  am  no  sooner  wttlun  figbt  of  »  brauly 
bitt  it  is  g«>nt' ;  and  (lie  fuM  odiI  confuuon  to 
get  llie  boat  (o  iltore  and  olT  again,  rmder  it 
impossibte  to  npproavli  it  neorrr  than  the  point 
from  wtiich  I  first  di»reni  it. 

I  passed  the  jiretty  village  of  Sidy  Gully 
without  biHng  able  to  «itop  to  pay  a  viMt  to  the 
MiisKulnian  tomb  on  tbe  Humtnit  of  a  rocky  htl) 
behind  it,  and  which  in  well  worth  seeing.  I 
climhm)  up  to  it  on  my  way  up  the  river  in  the 
month  of  April,  when  the  face  of  the  couitry 
was  tiftthcr  su  livtly  nor  m  riL-h,  and  ilwuld 
have  Im-n  glul  to  have  nvn  il  at  a  more  gay 
wnw>n.  Tht'jungh-  is  ihiek  aliout  it;  and  on 
that  occonion  I  lUvt  »ome  of  our  parly  rutmlng 
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lown  the  hill,  at  a  gna.'.  rate,  as  I  was  gang 
jp  it,  who  declared  that  tltvy  htul  hem  iotrr- 
rupted  in  tbcir  examination  of  il  bv  a  tiger,  who 
Beamed  to  be  familiar  amugh  wiih  thr  »pot. 
Whether  thdr  fears  mngnified  a  jncknl  into 
one  or  not,  I  do  not  know;  but  when,  after  a 
little  deliberation  upon  the  prudence  of  con- 
tinuing my  ascent,  I  reached  the  hrighl,  he  was 
gone  It  i&aiofriibr  rnuugh,  that  the  lainc  utory 
is  belieTed  here  regnnling  n  pcrioalicAl  visit  to 
this  tomb  from  a  tiger,  as  um-  or  two  that  I 
hare  already  noticed  in  simtlnr  plnces.  Thurs- 
day, the  day  at  Bnwai>cc  Mut,  is  also  the  day 
hcrv :  v>  iboe  animals  are  goremcd  by  an  un- 
derstanding that  they  can  never  have  received 
credit  for,  even  from  the  showman  of  a  mena. 
gerie.  who  is  scldotn  guilty  of  stippresang  any 
of  the  marvellous  di^eds  of  his  prottgig.  I  am 
very  much  inclined  to  think,  howe«xr,  tluit  no 
tiger  made  its  apgwaraitcc  at  Sidy  Gully  on  the 
day  I  allude  to,  although  there  is  no  doubt  that 
they  infest  the  neigh boiirhuod.  One  saw  his 
eye*  glure,  anothit  plainly  saw  his  tail  above 
the  grasa,  while  a  third  beard  him  roar.     This 
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evidence  was  certainly  sufficient  to  have 
blishod  a  very  foriiiiclablr  animal ;  but,  at  the 
party  could  not  agree  u|)citi  the  rxmnng,  tbe 
loa«t  difficult  part  to  be  deceived  in,  1  frit  ny. 
!M^f  bound  to  dismiss  tbe  case,  and  I  rwctod 
my  bottt  agftio  in  safety.  I  cooodve^  tbcnibte, 
I  was  not  far  wrong. 

Pattcrgotta,    between     Colgnog    and 
Gully,  i»  a  viTy  pretty  and  inlcreatiog 
Here,  as  I  have  Miid,  the  river  wind* 
into  the  sbore,  malcing  thi«  place  and 
mark  the  mouth  of  ibe  bay ;  while  the  rocks  in 
the  bed  of  the  stream  rise  like  a  miniature  Ailn 
Craig  near  the  entrance  lo  a  very  "  wee"  LochJ 
Ityan.     On  that  pan  of  the  rock  tliat  juts  tmm 
the  shore  into  the  nrer  are  carved  many  figum , 
of  Hindoo  gods  and  their  attributes ;  and  as  wv^ 
sailed  near  to  it,   I  obserred  a  faquir  sitting 
among  them^  apparently  in  contemptalion  of 
matters  above  this  world  ;  for  he  fixed  bia 
upon  the  sun,  and  seemed  lo  httd  tittle  soma  "* 
passing  observations  that  wr  made  to  him. 

A  short  lime  before  dusk  we  rvacbed  Rajm*. 
hul,  and  andiorcd  close  beneath  the  walls  of  tta 


BCINEO    PALACE.  901 

ruined  palace :  it  must  have  l>een  very  exten- 
sive, and  its  appearance  from  the  river  very 
grand,  and  in  a  noble  situation  for  a  royal  re- 
sidence. The  foundation,  on  wliich  its  outi:r 
wall  rusts,  is  all  of  rock  ;  a  great  rarity  indeed 
throughout  India.  All  the  way  from  Chunar 
to  thia  spot,  and  from  hence  to  Calcutta,  there 
arc  no  rocks  to  be  found  but  those  that  are  be- 
tween C'olgong  and  Rajmahiil.  The  Sultan 
Sujnh,  vrho  built  this  palace,  was  brother  to 
Aurengiicbe,  and  it  was  erected,  I  think,  in 
1630 ;  an  ancient  building  in  this  country  cer- 
tainly :  when  it  was  abandonetl,  I  do  not  remem- 
ber. There  is  now  but  one  apartment  in  a  per- 
fect stattf,  and  that  is  a  most  beautiful  one,  with 
two  smaller  ones  lending  frimi  it :  they  open  over 
the  river,  and  command  a  magnificent  view. 

Nighl  closed  in  without  my  noticing  it,  Iwfore 
I  had  explored  the  ruined  halls  and  desolate 
quadrangles :  and  I  might  have  been  lost  in  the 
labyrinth  of  little  apartments  and  broken  teru 
races,  if  1  had  not  called  lustily  for  s  light  from 
my  boat,  which  was  moomi  close  beluw  them. 
Marble  «c«.-med  to  have  been  lavished  in  great 
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profiioitm  upon  all  the  chanibcnt :  whtr«  Ihc 
roof  hat)  disappcarnl,  iind  i-X]KKW<l  the  courts  to 
the  air,  it  wasn  comjilcle  wililvriH-**;  nnd  astlic 
rooms  would  afTord  sdmirablv  shvllcr  to  rob- 
ben.  BO  might  thtt  courts  to  ligvre  «iid  snakps. 

My  boatmen  KcnuiiblLtl  up  dilTemit  parts  of 
ihr  urull,  and  ran  in  numbent  tbmugh  tht-  place, 
Hhouling  and  bugbing ;  whil«  I  followed,  with  i 
ino&t  unromanlic  caution,  attended  by  my  old ' 
lantp*bearer,  whoae  frei|Ui-nt  sltimblcs  threat. 
ened  to  plunge  me  into  darlcttees,  and  Ic«w  mc 
to  Mck  adventure  wJtliout  an  esquire.  The 
crew,  however,  soon  joined  in  my  train ;  and 
fwnieil  to  pleiucd  with  the  et^to  they  had  ci«< 
nted,  that  tre  left  (lieSullim  Sujah's  |)alacewiih 
"  toud  whoop  and  lioUoa,"  for  they  continued  it 
till  tlie  last. 

ft  ia  near  this  place  that  the  tomb  erected  to 
the  memory  of  Mr.  Cleveland  (which  has  been 
M>  often  noticed)  stands;  and  I  think  this  memo- 
rial of  n  UM-ful  man  gcnvrally  excites  more  )»•. 
t^reiii  than  the  ve^ttgiit  of  splendour  in  its  n«^b-| 
bourhood.  It  would  be  fortuiiale,  wereit  ofteaef* 
KK    I  ahould  have  been  glad  to  have  found  the 
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mcsns  of  visiting  the  highliuulers  of  these  bills, 
and  coiuparcd  them  with  my  frieDila  of  the  Hi- 
mataya ;  and  I  look  forward,  at  some  future 
period,  Uiould  I  ever  revisiit  these  MxrneK,  (o 
gratify  this  tlcsire :  but  it  is  not  easy  in  a  coun- 
try of  such  extent,  where  only  a  few  montlis  in 
th«  year  can  be  safely  used  (or  traTelling,  to 
aay,  **  I  will  go  here,  or  go  there;"  end  where 
there  is  so  much  to  remind  us  of  "  the  vanilv  of 
human  wiiliea,'"  my  forming  such  a  desire  is 
ti>lerably  jiiv^umptUDUfi. 

Thr  Itajmahal  liilU  are  mere  hillocks,  com- 
pared even  with  the  flnt  range  of  the  Ilimahiya : 
indeed,  llicy  do  not  appear  above  half  the  height 
of  the  mountains  at  (he  mouth  of  ihr  Clyde: 
hut  from  the  rarity  of  such  sights  here,  we  are 
disposed  to  view  them  with  more  respect.  My 
servants  (who,  now  that  they  draw  so  much 
Airther  from  (he  field  of  their  great  exploits, 
conMuler  more  hJghlyof  the  feat)  cannot  disguiKc 
th«ir  contempt  of  the  little  mountains  of  Rnj- 
mahlj).  to  which  they  once  looked,  I  have  no 
doubt,  with  great  veneration. 

It  vetmcd  to  give  delight  to  all  tb«  people  id 
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was  nothing  in  tlie  least  degree  inviting  on  the 
■horeii  of  llie  Gnnges :  high  reeds  upon  a  wirniy 
•oil,  with  bunk*  ko  much  above  the  water,  that 
Ihe  roof  of  my  boat  wns  frequently  lower  than 
them,  alune  met  the  eye. 

My  manjee  and  crew  were  disposed  to  make 
a  jubilee  of  our  entrance  upon  ihe  Bhogirutty, 
which  is  (he  most  important  branch  of  the 
Ganges,  although  it  loses  its  name  for  the  more 
holy  one,  by  which  the  river  within  the  moun- 
tains is  also  culled.  Here  the  Dells  of  the 
Ganges  commences  the  eastern  or  main  »tream. 
which  wc  have  just  leA,  running  on  puKt  Duccu, 
till  it  joinx  the  Megna.  From  Allahabad  to 
thin  npot  it  ia  about  nx  hundred  miles;  and 
even  now,  when  the  water  ia  at  it*  Wast  depth, 
I  hare  ovcry  day,  in  my  descent  from  that  city, 
met  with  lu  many  veswl*,  that  I  have  Ix-en  con- 
stantly in  a  crowd,  »ome  of  them  tiny  frigates 
in  full  Hail,  floating  as  safely  as  if  they  had  been 
in  the  midst  of  the  (tea. 

I  had  no  reason  to  refuse  the  petition  of  my 
crew;  and  I  made  them  a  present,  to  do  honour 
to  the  occasion  of  their  quilting  the  grat  branch 
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far  the  most  socivd  one.  Th«y  Htrung  a  gnrluM) 
of  flowers  oD  the  prow  of  th«  boat,  and  sprinkled 
it  with  water  from  tliu  vi-neratf^d  ittrenm;  and 
thus  di'coniti.ti,  wc  AuuukI  intrrilj-  Juwn.  The 
hvnd  of  the  boat  was  cut  to  re^einble  an  aliiga- 
t(»r;  aod  a  large  eye  wan  painted  on  eavli  ude. 
The  veaseU  arc  generally  carved  in  imitation  (»f 
6sb,  and  are  seldom  without  iheir  eyes;  they 
liiirc  this  custom  in  comtnoa  with  some  parts  of 
tlw  Mediterranean;  and,  indeed,  a  speronaro  is 
very  little  difTitrLiit  in  appearance  froni  a  large 
pandiway,  nor  are  its  milont  much  more  coo- ' 
rageouB  than  the  dandi-eR,  ait  I  ain  testify  from 
experience,  having  been  once  driven  into  the 
island  of  Stromboli  in  a  slight  gale  of  wind, 
from  which  we  could  not  induce  our  crew  to  put 
off  for  four  dnys,  although  there  was  very  littlr 
MM,  nod  nothing  more  than  a  good  breeze 
remuiiicd. 

The  banks  are  much  prettier,  and  more  thick> 
ly  intcrspi-rttMl  with  villagei  than  those  on  each 
side  of  tile  main  Mream ;  and  there  is  a  greater 
concourse  of  people  towards  the  river,  pulicu- 
larly  of  women,  who  arc  very  octtve  in  carrying 
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wstrr.  Both  «u»  wear  fiiwr  md  «hiier  dotbes, 
Mtd  raatam  a  loi^rr  thne  u  tbdr  loilenc  after 
batUag.  Ilir  aea  do  not  cat  tbeir  hair,  but 
■UoT  H  to  grav  lot^  faffaind,  as  the  women  do, 
and  are  obliged  to  wait  till  it  becomes  dry 
coougb  to  tarn  op :  besides,  ibey  haw  to  paint 
llHaudvc*  ID  all  manacr  of  waj*,  and  of  all 
■hades,  brfoR  tbetr  daily  d  rrasin;;  can  he  de«nied 
oomplcte.  It  is  a  ludioous  aigbl,  to  tee  a  string 
of  fellows  squatting  upon  the  shore  with  a  small 
glass  in  titeir  liands,  "  picking"  out  their  figures 
wiib  yellow,  white,  or  red,  as  the  case  may  be, 
or  their  ca-sten  nay  require.  It  is  not  the  cus- 
IMn  for  the  women  to  do  this,  although  it  is 
difficult  to  obtain  a  glimpseuf  their  countenanciv 
Id  judge  from  ;  a  red  lioc,  between  the  <livi«}on 
of  thdr  liair  in  front,  being  the  only  mark  I 
have  observed,  which  is  used  to  denote  marriage. 
My  tirdnr  cotdd  nut  re«ist  the  opportunity  of 
being  marked ;  and,  having  gone  early  in  the 
day  to  lutlie,  when  a  little  below  Jungypoor, 
which  we  pnxfcd  tliis  morning,  he  rettintrd  to 
me  such  a  Hgurc,  ihni  I  had  somu  diRtcultj  m 
reoogniiing  bin).     He  had   several  streaks  of 
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yellow  on  liii  forcht^kd,  in  Ok  centre  of  whicb 
was  a  nhitv  circle,  a  Unv  of  yvllow  on  his  nose, 
rouml  his  iMn,  unci  on  Iiift  clx^kK,  with  tlircc  of 
tite  nme  colo(ir,  I  think,  on  the  lips  of  his 
•houIdcTs.  anil  his  chot.  ]  do  not  remvniber 
aedng  him  similitrly  diMinguislH'd  in  the  iipjicr 
proTinvm,  thouf;h  in  all  rt.-!<|>ccts  a  very  rigid 
Hindoo.  The  native*  of  OrJMa  and  Dengal, 
who  are  the  nmid  wcrujMilout  in  tlieir  own  pn>- 
rinees,  art.'  prone  enough  to  pau  slightly  over 
m&ay  ncecuary  rites  wlun  away  from  hoin» : 
llK'y  resemble  utrongly,  in  (bis,  most  of  their 
Christian  hrclhri-n,  who  arc  always  very  gind  to 
Avail  ttiemiclvcs  of  the  licvnic  of  the  proverb, 
"  When  in  Rome,  do  lu  they  ilo  in  Itomu." 

TheliriiC  place  nf  any  size  in  the  Dhagirutty  is' 
Juogy))<x>r,  which  is  a  large  and  bustling  town. 
The  river  was  full  of  vessels  of  all  descriptions, 
and  «  custi>ni-)wu«e  boat  punhed  olT  immediately 
on  our  appfarinj;,  to  board  us.  The  pixxi  bad 
a  book,  which  he  prest-ntml  to  me  to  write  my 
name  i»,  and  which  cxhibiu-d  a  long  cntalogua 
of  travelling  Sahib  Ijttfue,  The  villages  are' 
very  picturesquely  situated  among  palm-trees 
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and  niangoL-s.  Tile  houses  arc  thatched  or  roofed 
with  mats;  and  [tunipkins  creep  about  them, 
and  enliven  their  apponrnncc  with  the  yellow 
bloasom  or  the  ripening  fruit ;  while  a  little 
cluster  of  plantain-trees,  with  their  graceful 
leaves,  stands  near  every  cottage. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  ch'nnlineHH  of  these 
houaetL  There  i§  generally  a  verandah  in  front, 
(he  floor  of  wiiich  ia  of  earth,  plastered  with 
chunam,  and  quite  hard  and  free  from  du»t. 
Here  the  women  sit  (o  grind  corn,  two  at  one 
xtone;  and  I  need  not  observe  how  intercniing 
«uch  a  sight  murt  be.  Almost  every  domestic 
custom  of  this  country  is  a  scriptural  illustration. 
I  have  seldom  observed  one  woman  carry 
more  than  nnc  pitcher  of  water  from  the  river: 
a  great  |K>rti(>n  of  the  day,  therefore,  must  be 
passed  in  the  trajet  backward  and  forward  : 
neither  is  the  practice  itwif  so  common  on  the 
shores  of  the  Ganges,  as  on  those  of  the  Nile: 
and  there  they  have  a  much  greater  distance  to 
come,  their  villnge«  being  situated  on  th*-  skirt 
of  the  cultivated  laud.  I  have  cminted  five 
pitchers  of  a  good  size  at  one  time,  upoM  the  per- 
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MO  of  ail  Egyptian  fciiule ;  one  c«  the  head — 
ooe  on  the  left  )>h<nil(li.-r,  held  oti  hy  the  left 
hand—the  third  in  a  *1ii)K  at  tJie  bnrk,  which  is 
kept  on  hy  a  l)and  paMsiug  over  her  fort-head — 
the  fourth  on  tlic  right  shoulder,  and  the  fifth 
jn  the  hand  ;  and,  thuD  loadt.'d,  the  pitchers  are 
brought  uMoy  tintcit  to  ttw  »1re*n)  without  being 
broken. 

I  think,  although  (he  banks  of  the  Nile  are  { 
much  rivhcr,  I  should  give  (he  preference  to  (he 
scciicry  of  the  Ganges  witbio  th«  province  of 
itengsl.  To  those  who  love  to  lead  a  simple  life, 
I  would  recomuteixl  a  cottage  beneath  (he  broad 
leaves  of  the  plantain,  or  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  a  copKc  of  bamboo,  on  (he  banks  of  the  Bha- 
fciniKy.  I  should  Ik-  very  much  inclined  (o  ex- 
chum,  in  tlw  wonU  of  the  *oag,— 

lriliM«'*  pivMtahf  found  luUili  world, 
A  ht*it  Uu(  U  humbl*  miy  lonk  (m  it  hm  ; 

for,  of  all  quiet  situationa  on  etuth,  th«*e  an  the 
quietesL 

We  anchored  on  (he  left  bank  of  the  river  at 
■unset,  about  midway  between  Jungypoor  and 
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jMoorxhedubuJ.  Some  large  Uniai-ind  trees  grvw 
near  the  rivc-r ;  while  a  grove  of  the  areca  palmx 
stretched,  likv  n  furcet  of  high  masts  beyond  it. 
Id  the  brauchus  of  the  lainan'nils  wrrv  crowds  of 
large  bats,  hanging  in  clutters  by  their  feet,  and 
so  tcnadoua  of  thdr  hold,  tliut  ull  the  doirc  niid 
beating  of  the  tree  we  made  did  nut  induce  them 
to  relintiuiih  it :  I  believe  they  are  (he  v»mpirv 
bat,  and  are  quite  harnilcas.  They  have  a  most 
singular  appearance  when  hanging  in  the  way  I 
have  described:  as  the  night  sctu  in,  when  they 
drop  from  their  perch,  and  flit  about,  tbey  seem 
formidable  enough,  although  at  llrst  they  start 
with  considerable  awkwardness,  Buffon,  I  r&. 
mcmbtT,  thinks  it  likely  that  these  creatures 
futoixhvtl  the  notion  of  the  har[)i(^)i  to  thv 
ancients.  They  arc  certainly  as  (litMigrceablc 
as  those  nnimnls  could  have  been :  and  I 
should  be  lotb,  iDdetKl*  (o  see  ihera  asaadl 
my  tabic.  1  belit-ve,  however,  they  conRne 
themselves  entirely  to  vegetable  food,  and  make 
sad  havoc  in  a  fruit-tree 

Among  other  destructive  creatures  on   the 
banks  of  tite  river,  are  inoutnerable  white  ants. 
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Their  n«su  arc  1)k'  most  c-xirnordinary  cnc- 
tions,  when  oonHidered  as  U>e  work  of  sucli  little 
insects:  but  what  cannot  a  multiplication  of 
power  perform  ?  They  are  often  four  fret  high, 
full  of  peaks,  and  perforated  with  countless 
chambers ;  it  w(Hit<)  take  a  strong  arm,  « iih  a 
p]ck-BXc,  some  time  tu  (Icmolisti  ono.  Rc-ncath 
the  shadow  of  ii  irw  near  me  there  is  a  very 
large  one,  in  which  the  work  seems  to  be  still 
going  forward  :  as  they  carry  on  their  opera> 
tions,  however,  under  a  covert  way,  you  cannot 
watch  them  as  they  creep  in  and  out.  I  an 
reminded  by  it  of  tlic  situation  of  a  poor  Vofjec 
in  a  Sanscrit  play,  translated  by  Sir  AVilUaiii 
JoncB,  "  SiiconUla,  or  the  Fatal  Iting."  Hl* 
had  sworn  to  Hlaiulull  his  life  under  thi- branches 
of  the  tree,  and  kept  his  resolution  eo  religiously. 
that  h«  moved  not  even  when  the  white  onu 
commenced  building  at  his  feet:  their  structure 
roue  higliL-r  and  higtwr  every  day ;  until,  at 
length,  the  virtue  of  the  poor  ascetic  became  a 
dire  necessity.  He  was  encloced  in  the  build- 
ing ;  and,  to  the  last  moment  of  his  life,  *'  the 
ants  tliey  crept  in,  and  the  ants  they  crept  out," 
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and  his  ToJaaurr  sufffrrng  niuu  have  htea  a* 
•ererr  as  his  beaut  eoold  have  wnbed. 

Tbew  ants  are  doC  so  often  seen  in  bouaea  in 
this  part  of  India,  as  I  bare  noticed  <4tr«facre. 
Id  the  interior  of  Ceylon  ihev  swarm  to  such  a 
degree,  that  ihey  haT«  been  known  lo  bring  the 
nwf  of  a  bouse  don ;  and  thr  floor*  train  eo 
with  ihem,  that  if  tou  It^veanr  ihtn^  (apairof 
■boca,  for  iustance',)  upon  them,  they  will  ilMtroy 
it  in  DO  lime.  1^  ground  in  the  pnghbour^ 
hood  o(  Ciindy  is  fo  corered  with  thfir  nests, 
that  you  might  fancr  the  city  surrounded  with 
the  tutnuii  of  fonntr  days.  Indeed,  that  town 
is  so  infested  with  insects  and  vi-rniiii  of  all  d&- 
scripttoiH,  that  it  is  appallinj^  lo  ihink  of  them. 
Durini;  a  shower  of  rain.  I  hare  seen  Ncorpions 
rush  Dui  of  their  liiding- places  by  thn-ot  nnd 
fours  at  a  lime,  and  crawl  about  the  flour  of  my 
roooM:  lizards  creeping  at  all  times  on  llic 
walls;  trvrocndous  spiders  weaving  away  in  tltc 
comen :  white  ants  sapping  the  Aoors,  or  eating 
into  the  roof;  leeches  stealing  under  tlie  lrg«  of 
my  Irowscrs,  or  up  the  sleeves  of  nir  coot ; 
while  the  rat  or  snake  amuses  itself  with  hunu 
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ing  its  preji  "  up  staire,  down  suin,  and  in  my 
Udj^'s  chsmber,"  till  driven  to  take  refuge  in  iIm- 
very  Iwd  itself. 

These  things,  bovever,  are  more  formidable 
in  description  than  (strange  to  e&y  '.)  they  be* 
come  in  reality ;  for  habit  so  soon  reconciles  you 
to  tliem,  that  you  look  writh  perfect  indiflferatcf 
at  all  the  mighty  host.  The  HViikMi  that  travd 
■bout  the  bouM',  arc  of  n  very  liarnilccs  nature, 
and  do  a  great  tleal  of  good  in  clearing  it  of  tlie 
more  tnnjbtnsonii-  iniiiBlrs,  the  mis,  whtcli  are 
bc}'nnd  all  number,  and  m>  bold,  that  il  is  no 
cosy  matter  to  eonlnil  (beir  freaks. 

January  1  »1, — Thin  i»  New- Year's  day ;  and  I 
poKK  it  in  solitude,  although  in  the  midft  of  a 
impulouE  sli-eam.  if  I  may  say  aa  I  Itave 
(iHsMd  the  city  of  Moomhedabad,  and  ain  near 
the  cantonment  of  Burliam|>ore,  below  the  scene 
of  the  beautiful  feittiva)  of  the  nherali,  which  I 
witnrtwd  Nome  yi-^rs  ago,  and  have  already  de- 
scribed. There  is  some  officer  engaged,  I  be> 
licve,  in  erecting  a  new  palace  for  tlie  Nawaub, 
which  is  not  yet  finished :  for  the  &ame  ill-look* 
iitg,  unroyal  building  still  slanda  on  the  banks 
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of  the  river — a  niodt'l  of  bad  lagte,  but,  I  think, 
of  some  originality,  which  may,  haply,  be  n  !«■ 
ciceniiiig  point.  \Vc  have  certainly  not  intru- 
duceil  u  very  bif;li  order  of  urchiteciure  into  our 
poi^^cssionH  in  this  country:  fur  which,  in  a 
great  di'^rce,  however,  the  vliinate  must  be  nv 
sponsible.  I  cannot  conceive  utiy  thing  more 
ugly  than  a  British  cnntDtinii-nt  at  Biirhnmpore, 
Dinapore,  or  any  of  the  other  "  poret :"  and 
the  architects  of  such  extraordinary  piles  can- 
nut  plc«(l  the  having  N.icriliced  ornament  for 
comfort :  for  few  contrivances  could  have  been 
devised  better  calculated  for  heat,  and  less 
adapted  for  the  admission  of  air,  than  the 
t]uarrers  of  the  unfortunate  oTIiccrs  whogarrisnn 
these  ataiions. 

There  is  generally  a  king's  regiment  at  Bur- 
hampore ;  and  it  it  one  of  the  neatest  of  the  sta- 
tions in  outwanl  uppcanince,  particularly  along 
the  bank  of  the  river,  above  which  there  is  a 
delightful  walk,  where  the  only  pure  air  is  tu 
be  inhaled.  On  the  inner  side,  the  country  is 
very  beautiful  and  rich  in  all  oriental  trees  and 
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dmibs:  there  are  some  6ne  rid«s  about  it,  and 
ihv  woocled  lanes  in  the  DeJghlxMirhood 
Chump*  Foca,  may  remind  you  of  nimilnr  prwm 
retrrats  in  our  onti  country.  Here  the  Rcsi> 
dent  at  the  court  of  Moorshcdabad  has  a  tni 
iiifk«nt  house.  A  native  bazaar  extends  alo 
the  ghaut  of  Burbaioporc,  and  behind  it 
huts  enough  to  constitute  a  good<sized  village; 
which,  to  my  mind,  with  its  numerous  plantaii 
trees  and  creeping  pumpkins,  is  a  far  prettier 
objc«t  than  the  flat-roofed  white  bouses  of 
Kuro|>oaR»,  which  tower  hrtidi:  Lbi-m. 

Thf  bazaar  in  uii fortunately  too  atlmctivci 
and  the  boatmen  arc  assembled  llirn:  i»  noisy 
crnwda.  I  am  kept  awake  by  tlic  (Uscordaiit 
Knindauf  the  tom-tom,  and  diwn  ttrii^fod  in 
.itrumenlg,  with  tJic  furious  acooni|mnimeni  of 
tlwir  voices : — alaft  for  such  melody  !  The  pier 
is  thronged  with  IxmIr  of  ull  descriptions,  many 
of  them  ocoupii-d  by  invalids  going  to  (Calcutta, 
to  embark  for  KngUind— not  beforv  Ilioy  re>' 
<|uirc  it,  poor  fellows ! 

Soldiers  do  oot  generally  wish  to  return  liomi: 
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after  haviog  spent  any  nuiabcr  of  ycart  in 
India :  and,  indeed,  they  are  m  unfitted  for  tlie 
colder  climate,  tliat  tlic-y  winild  lie  miserable  in 
the  exchange.  Thoite  men  who  arc  obliged  l« 
go  from  the  country,  on  account  of  their  health, 
to  be  diitcharged,  arc  very  much  to  l>e  {Mtted. 
They  are  just  enough  spoiled  by  their  residence 
in  tlic  East,  to  prevent  their  being  able  to  do 
any  thing  for  theiiiKelTeit  on  their  return ;  and 
lead,  I  fear,  sad  lives. 

January  3rd. — Yesterday,  at  ooon,  I  quitted 
Durhampore;  and  went  so  quickly  clown  the 
strcsni,  that  I  had  no  gi-eat  cause  to  complain 
of  its  want  of  variety :  for  bctwm-n  that  \A»ee 
and  Hoogly,  where  the  river  makes  a  very  pretty 
bend,  all  is  sufliciently  umntercsting.  Iloogly 
is  now  only  distinguished  for  giving  its  name  to 
this  branch,  the  most  navigable  and  best-known 
one  of  the  Ganges.  After  quilting  it,  we  seem 
to  enter  another  world :  town  after  town  arises 
— magnificent  houses,  villages  without  end,  and 
ships  from  all  (>arts  of  the  world.  It  is  difficult 
to  conceive  a  more  agreeable  prospect  than  tha 
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sail  downvrarda,  witb  tht  wind  and  tide  in  yoxut 
favour,  na  I  have  had  it ;  passing,  in  quick  sue- 
ccmon,  Cbanderoagorc,  Scrsmpore.  Bamtck> 
ptMV,  Chinsurah,  and  village  aftm*  village,  en- 
iKXtomed  in  fruit-trees,  with  pagodas',  tombs, 
and  ghauts.  The  contrast  between  a  bustling 
town  and  the  quiet  Bengalee  hamlet,  in  great 
indeed:  and  it  may  be  said,  in  pruJM:  of  their 
inhabitants,  that  they  do  not  seem  to  be  spoiled 
by  iheir  vicinity  to  comparative  riot  and  diiwi- 
patinn;  fur  the)' are  as  eimple  in  tlicir  habits, 
a*  Riucli  devoted  to  their  customs  as  in  Sfxitt 
most  n-tnoved  from  the  haunt«  of  fortigtien. 
The  flyntem  of  castes  appears  to  be  well  calcu- 
inied  to  iuKpire  content :  their  greaU'St  mJKfy 
would  be  •  change  of  manners. 

It  was  past  ten  at  night  Iwfore  weanchofe<l 
at  the  gliaut  nean.-sl  the  fort  of  Calcutta,  where 
I  remained  until  tltia  ntoming,  tlie  4th.  I 
have  been  exactly  tliirty  days  travelling  from 
tihunuokletiir  to  FoK  William — a  distance,  I 
think,  of  twelve  hui>dred  miles;  iukI  although 
a  month  is  a  long  time  to  pws  in  «  little  liuat 
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like  niioe,  (that,  bovcrer,  »•■  my  on  bmcfr)  I 
would  not  forego  the  ploHna  1  bcTc  Rcctrcd 
from  a  wit  through  so  large  tmd  iaienatimg  a 
portion  of  Uiodonan,  for  tea  tOMs  the  inraaTe- 

nienc«^ 

I  diall  conclude  with  ooe  ctmnnstaocc,  that, 
I  think,  viU  ierre  to  carrobevate  what  I  bare 
cUetrhere  aid,  about  the  aitachioenl  of  ibe  na- 
lives  to  thor  ma&tcn.  Their  gratitude,  I  know, 
is  frrquently  impeached;  aod,  frarn  what  I 
have  obacrvrd,  unjustly.  I  uiGaut  to  have  dis- 
charged fCTcral  of  the  least  useful  of  my  servaotft 
imnicdiately,  and  told  them  that  I  ihould  do  to. 
The;  bemuglit  mc,  with  ooe  voice,  to  permit 
I  them  to  remain  with  me,  until  my  final  de* 
parture;  not,  at  thoy  taid,  fur  itie  cake  of 
"  eating  my  Kidt,'"  but  for  tlic  pleasure  of  tee- 
ing Die  to  tl)e  hut.  I  should  have  considered 
this  a  proper  eastern  eompliment,  and  been  dis- 
posed to  receive  it  as  sueh,  but  for  the  earnest- 
ness with  which  the  request  was  made-  Al- 
though  I  did  not  agree  to  keep  them,  their 
■inocrity    was    proved    by   their    daily    visits, 


THE    END. 
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